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Department Chairs (10/31/05)  

TC Chairs' Group Minutes 
October 31, 2005 

TC 217, 9-10:30 a.m. 

Present: S. Bowman, T. Cross, D. Lapsley, J. McGee, J. McKinney, J. Miels, J. 
Merbler, L. Mullen, T. Richardson,  R. Weaver, D. Williams  

1.  L. Mullen previewed the rGrade data options that will be discussed in our 
November chairs' group meeting. 

2.  L. Mullen distributed a TC Technology Resources handout. The handout clarifies 
"who does what" and "who to contact" and will be widely distributed. 

3.  L. Mullen requested that where independent studies courses are used for 
Professional Education courses and course numbers that the same course prefix and 
number be used. This will assist in tracking requirements for the Unit Assessment 
System and Decision Points. 

4.  J. Miller reported that ATE has asked that a person from Ball State serve on the 
ATE Steering Committee.  Members were asked to check with faculty to see if 
anyone is interested. 

5.  An update on graduate data and U.S. News & World Report survey was shared. 
Making this effort a priority and making sure that we do whatever necessary to 
provide accurate and timely data was underscored. 

6.  Dean Weaver reported on the "Client Survey" implementation. While there have 
been very few responses, he noted the value in providing an opportunity for "clients" 
to share how they feel about our level of service. Departments were encouraged to 
make the survey available. 

7.  Dean Weaver shared disappointment in the blog participation related to digital 
natives and the "flat world" discussion. He would appreciate more participation to 
engage in what he considers a very important dialogue shaping our future. 

8.  The group agreed that we need to try to schedule a time for the Board of 
Distinguished Visitors to meet to engage in conversation about strategic planning, 
before the college contribution to the University plan is needed. 

9.  Plans for the Cardinal Preview Day this coming Friday were discussed. 

10.  Identifying someone to serve on a Graduate School committee to focus on 
interdisciplinary certificate programs and technology was considered. 

11.  Dean Weaver asked that minutes from departments where faculty are 
recommended for promotion and tenure be forwarded to him with the names of the 
faculty members and the vote for either recommendation for promotion or for 
recommendation for progress for tenure or tenure. 
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12.  D. Lapsley reported on progress related to a potential certificate program on 
moral and character education in conjunction with the Center for Ethical Education at 
Notre Dame University. Currently, he is working on a marketing survey. 

He also reported on a Web-based professional development program with Bishop 
Luers High School in Ft. Wayne. The program focuses on problem-based learning and 
includes a Blackboard Web site, with video streaming,  discussion board, readings. 

We explored the possibility of a "perpetual professional development" site.  A small 
planning group has been established to discuss this idea. Laurie Mullen, associate 
dean of teacher education, will coordinate the group. Initial members will include 
Dan Lapsley, Jill Miels,, and Terry Richardson. As work begins, other colleagues may 
be invited to participate. 

13.  T. Richardson indicated the Ph.D. continues to grow.  She noted work between 
the Department of Journalism and the Department of Educational Studies related to 
programming in educational technology. 

14.  T. Cross indicated that in short order our Graduate Faculty Applications will be 
online and will be submitted electronically. 

15.  S. Bowman reported on a possible opportunity involving the department 
and Burris Laboratory School regarding a "conflict mediation" workshop with St. 
Lucia, led by Charlene Alexander. 

16.  J. McGee expressed interest in the use of Studio Code for developing 
"instructional models" from Burris teachers that could be used in the teacher 
education program. He also indicated that visitors from Indiana University will be 
visiting Burris to examine the laboratory school model. Apparently, IU is interested in 
reestablishing the laboratory school through its University School in Bloomington. 

17.  S. Bowman shared the dates for the upcoming American Psychological 
Association (APA) visit for programs in the Department of Counseling Psychology and 
Guidance Services. 

18.  Dean Weaver briefly described a very positive administrative retreat on October 
24 and 25 in Syracuse, Indiana, where the themes of immersion, entrepreneurship, 
national ranking and recognition, and personal/customized university were 
discussed. 

 


