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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 

Omega Dinner 

Friday, May 2, 1997 

Cardinal Hall 

L. A. Pittenger Student Center 



grogram 
Reception, Terrace Lounge 

Dinner, Cardinal Hall 
Welcome,  Dr. Beverley Pitts, Associate Provost 

Moment of Silence 
Dinner 

Musical selections 
ReMarks, Dr. John E. Worthen, President 

Presentation of Omegas, Dr. Warren Vander Hill, 
Provost  and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Conferral of emeritus status, Dr. Worthen 
Omega photograph in Music Lounge 

Menu 
Tomato bouillon with  parsley 

Beef tenderloin 
Roasted new  potatoes 

Fresh green  beans  with red bell  peppers 
Spinach salad with oranges  and  slivered almonds 

Dill and whole  wheat  rolls 
Angel food cake with  strawberries 



Omegas 
Bruce K. Alcorn 

Joe B. Buttram 

Harold L. Caldwell 

Arnold L. Cirtin 

H.Thomas Dobbs 

Elizabeth J. Glenn 

Mary Alice Lanning 

William V. Miller 

Bruce E. Partner 

George W. Pilcher 

Harlan H. Roepke 

John R. Russell 

Michael E. Seidle 

Robert W. Walker 

L. Stanley Wenck 



Bruce K. Alcorn 

Bruce Alcorn has served the Teachers College for the past eleven years 
as director of Educational Licenses, working closely with teacher 
education faculty in almost every department. Bruce is widely recognized 
for his expertise and knowledge of the educational licensing process in 
the state of Indiana and has been dedicated to helping students and 
alumni acquire and maintain the proper licensing. 

Bruce is known by his colleagues around the state as an expert on 
licensing rules and the relationship between colleges and universities and 
the state licensing agency. His many years of service as executive 
secretary oFthe Indiana Association of Colleges of Teacher Education has 
earned him the respect of all with whom he has worked. Bruce's keen 
sense of humor has been a constant source of entertainment to his 
friends. 

We will miss his vast knowledge of teacher licensing, his ability to ask 
the penetrating question, and most of all, his presence in our professional 
lives. We know that he and Mary are looking forward to having more time 
with family, and we wish them all the best in the coming years. 

Joe B. Buttram 

After establishing himself as a solid teacher, scholar, and administrator 
at Loyola University and the University of Kentucky, Joe Buttram joined 
Ball State University in 1986 as Director of the School of Music. 

Joe successfully led the formation of the school structure which had 
previously been made up of two departments. In addition to his able 
l6adership, Joe continued his work as a scholar in jazz studies and 
clarinetist in local bands. 

When he returned to full-time teaching in 1991, he made significant 
contributions to the undergraduate music education program and the 
graduate program. He taught specialty courses, supervised student 
teachers, and directed dissertations. 

We are grateful for his encore performance this year as director of 
the School of Music. His many friends and colleagues wish Joe a 
rewarding retirement in the Big Easy as he closes his academic career at 
Ball State and warms up his clarinet for his artistic career in the cradle 
of jazz. 



Harold £. Caldwell 

Bright, energetic, and unflaggingly optimistic, Harold Caldwell has served 
the Ball State University community for twenty-eight years as a teacher 
of music education and secondary education at both Burris and Ball State 
and, most recently, as an academic advisor and coordinator of the AC 
Advising Resource Center. 

Hal is a man of many talents and interests, but the primary focus 
throughout his career has been service to students. Since 1985 Hal has 
been a part of the academic advising program and no one has contributed 
more to advising on this campus. He defined the role of coordinator as 
one of service to both students and academic departments. 

He founded and developed a communications network, ACADV, which 
is used by advisors all over the world. His work in this area was 
recognized by the National Academic Advising Association when he was 
awarded its most prestigious honor, The Virginia N. Gordon Award for 
Excellence in the Field of Advising. 

Hal has been a successful teacher and advisor, as well as a 
wonderfully caring and enjoyable colleague. All of us in University College 
and Academic Advising wish him a joyous and productive retirement. 

Arnold fi Cirtin 

When Arnold Cirtin arrived on the Ball State campus in 1967 the 
Department of Accounting was just two years old. Arnold's background 
was in public accounting and industry, but he soon became a scholar and 
added a doctorate from the University of Cincinnati. During his thirty 
years at Ball State, Arnold has contributed greatly to the growth in the 
department to the point where it is the first state-assisted university in 
Indiana to receive separate accounting accreditation. 

If such an award were available, Dr. Cirtin could easily be designated 
as the Most Valuable Player or the Most Versatile Player in the 
department. He has always been willing to do whatever he could do to 
strengthen the department, the college, and the university. He was one of 
the pioneers in the area of teaching via television. 

Arnold Cirtin has been a truly valued colleague and an important 
member of the faculty team. He has inspired many students to reach 
higher and his peers to be positive, and he will be missed by his students 
and by his colleagues. 



H. Uhomas Dobbs 

An outstanding student-athlete for Ball State Teachers College, a 
successful public school teacher-coach, an equally successful Ball State 
University faculty member, coach, and administrator, Tom Dobbs 
epitomizes Ball State's teacher/coach alumni. 

Highly successful in each of his ventures following graduation from 
Ball State Teachers College, Tom leaves Ball State University having 
developed an undergraduate program in exercise science and wellness 
that includes an internship program which is the envy of institutions 
nationwide. Along the way he was inducted into the Ball State University 
Athletic Hall of. Fame, a tribute to his contributions and accomplishments 
on behalf of his alma mater. 

Tom's true love is his working relationship with Ball State students. 
Countless hours each day are spent in advising and counseling students. 

His devotion, dedication, and conscientious attention to his students 
will be sorely missed by students and colleagues alike. 

Elizabeth 1. Qlenn 

Dr. Elizabeth Glenn joined the Anthropology Department in 1967 after 
completing her undergraduate and graduate education at Indiana 
University. Throughout her tenure at Ball State, she actively served the 
university and her department; twice her colleagues elected her chair of 
the department. 

Dr. Glenn's substantial research record has brought regional and 
national recognition to both herself and the university. In recent years, 
she has been asked by the Miami Indians to use her expertise regarding 
their history and culture to assist them in regaining federal recognition. 

Beyond her exemplary research and service, Dr. Glenn will be fondly 
remembered by her colleagues and students for what she cared about 
most—teaching students anthropology in all its many manifestations. 
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Mary Alice fanning 

Mary Alice Lanning, an assistant professor of library service, began her 
career at Ball State University twenty-seven years ago as secretary to 
Dean Richard Burkhardt when the institution was still known as Ball 
State Teachers College. With a bachelor's and two masters' degrees from 
Ball State, she soon joined the library faculty as periodicals librarian, 
became continuations bibliographer, and has served for the past fourteen 
years as reference services librarian. 

As one dedicated to public service, she has followed an unswerving 
commitment to the pursuit of the correct, patiently and zealously 
assisting thousands of library users in their quest for knowledge. 

It is with gratitude and appreciation that we thank Mary Alice for 
her many contributions. We wish her well as she turns her attention to 
other pursuits. 

William V. Miller 

During his twenty-nine years as a member of the English faculty, Bill 
Miller taught a variety of courses, directed a large number of theses and 
dissertations, and taught at the London Centre. One of our most 
productive research scholars, he has achieved international recognition 
for his editorial work and publications on the American author Sherwood 
Anderson. 

He served as executive secretary, chair of the board, and honorary 
president of the leading college honorary society in literature, Lambda 
Iota Tau. He has been president of the Indiana College English 
Association, was a Danforth Associate, and received a Fulbright award 
to deliver a series of lectures in Australia. 

Dr. Miller has been director of the London Centre and served on 
numerous university, college, and department committees. His service to 
the department has included terms as assistant department chair, 
director of the writing program, director of undergraduate programs in 
English, and chair of the American literature faculty. 

The passion for literature, ideas, and teaching that has characterized 
Bill's tenure at Ball State will be missed by his colleagues and students; 
but it also assures us that his scholarship and service will continue 
beyond his retirement. 



Druce E. Partner 

With a professional career that spans almost forty years, Bruce Partner 
spent twenty-eight of those years at Ball State in the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences guiding hundreds of preservice and inservice 
elementary and secondary teachers in the content and methods courses. 

Known as an excellent, caring teacher with high standards, Bruce 
taught nearly every introductory course the department offers. He served 
on or chaired more than sixty university councils and committees, in 
addition to being administrative assistant, director of testing and 
placement, and coordinator of advising in the department. The university 
community acknowledged these exemplary accomplishments with the 
1989 Outstanding Faculty Service Award. 

His writings have appeared in School Science and Mathematics, The 
Arithmetic Teacher, and The Teacher Educator. The state mathematics 
education community recognized Bruce Partner's outstanding leadership 
skills by electing him to the ICTM executive board and president of the 
organization. 

His colleagues salute Bruce as an individual highly respected for 
competent, tactful leadership skills and, perhaps most importantly, for 
his integrity. May retirement bring him more time for family, traveling, 
and the handball court. 

Qeorge W. Pitcher 

Professor George Pitcher has been a valued member of the Department of 
History since he came to Ball State fifteen years ago. A graduate of the 
University of Dayton, Oklahoma State University, and the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, George also attended the Universite de 
Bordeaux II as a Fulbright-Hays Professor and the University of Colorado. 

At Ball State he has been both a dedicated undergraduate instructor 
and mentor for graduate students and has made major contributions to 
the department's graduate programs, promotion and tenure system, 
advisory committees, and the recruitment of new faculty. 

He will be remembered by his colleagues for his professionalism, 
intellectual honesty, straightforwardness, and his ability to guide his 
junior colleagues in the promotion and tenure process. 

More than that, he will be remembered for his good humor in 
adversity and his ability to turn his wit upon himself as well as others. 



Harlan H. Roepke 

Harlan Roepke is completing thirty-two distinguished years in the 
Department of Geology at Ball State University. He is a dedicated teacher 
of mineralogy, petrology, and field mapping methods—the core of the 
geology program. 

Hal's real teaching strength is in getting students to think through 
their problems and lessons so that they perform up to their potential. His 
individual guidance and tutoring have had significant positive impact on 
many Ball State students' geology careers and lives. 

Another important part of Hal's career has been the geologic help and 
information he has provided to persons outside the classroom, 
volunteering service to both on-campus and off-campus individuals and 
organizations. 

Harlan Roepke's unselfish help and guidance to students, faculty, staff, 
off-campus professionals, and lay persons will be greatly missed by his 
colleagues in the Department of Geology and across campus as well as in 
the community, around the state, and across the country. 

John 	.Russell 

John Robert Russell's legacy is an inextricable part of the Department of 
Landscape Architecture in Ball State University's College of Architecture 
and Planning. He has touched every faculty, staff, and graduate in the 
program's history with his professionalism, character, and humanity. 

Professor Russell acted as a visionary founding faculty member, 
served with distinction as a dedicated leader and department chair, and 
excelled as an inspired teacher. His widely recognized stature as an 
inquiring scholar and philosopher is the fullest measure of his 
commitment to education and the profession. 

Throughout his career, Professor Russell worked tirelessly to create, 
maintain, and sustain the Department of Landscape Architecture's 
enduring standards of excellence in the areas of academic rigor, technical 
knowledge, and creative expression. 

The strength and integrity of John Russell's example, wisdom, and 
guidance was significant to the department's nationally recognized 
stature; and his very essence inspired the best in landscape architectural 
education. He shall be missed. 



Michael E. Seidle 

Michael Seidle joined the Amelia T. Wood Health Center in April 1980 as 
a staff physician. One year later he was appointed director of the Health 
Center, a position he has held with distinction for sixteen years. 

Under his leadership and direction the center has provided primary 
medical services for thousands of students and staff in a caring 
environment. During those years the Health Center has offered a variety 
of services from in-patient care to drug and alcohol education and 
physical therapy and pharmaceutical services. In 1996 the most 
significant change took place when a contract was entered for Primary 
Care Of Delaware County to manage the Health Center, permitting 
Dr. Seidle to earn emeritus status and continue as director through 
Primary Care. 

A quiet, gentle, compassionate man, Mike Seidle has continued to 
treat patients daily while fulfilling his administrative responsibilities. It is 
this deep commitment to his profession and genuine interest in his 
patients that will continue as he serves students in his new position. He 
is truly a man who cares about improving the quality of life for others. 

Robert W. Walker 

Robert Walker came to Ball State as an undergraduate in 1961 and 
earned both bachelor's and master's degrees in accounting here. He had 
served as a graduate assistant during the 1965-66 academic year. When 
Bob joined the faculty in 1966 with a background in public accounting, 
the Department of Accounting was just one year old. 

Robert Walker has participated in the growth of the department to the 
point where it has fourteen faculty members, produces well over 100 
graduates per year, and is the first state-assisted university in Indiana to 
receive separate accounting accreditation. 

Bob specialized in teaching the income tax courses and in teaching 
the sophomore principles sequence. Robert Walker will be missed by his 
students and by his colleagues. He has been an important member of the 
faculty team for thirty-one years. 



Stanley Wenck 

Stan Wenck has served Ball State University with distinction for the last 
twenty-seven years. Popular with students and faculty alike, Stan made 
an enormous contribution to the department by developing the doctoral 
program in School Psychology. Stan's tireless work with the internship 
program has been vital in the national accreditation of the program. 

Dr. Wenck is internationally recognized and respected for his work on 
the House-Tree-Person Manual, a guide widely used by clinical 
psychologists. He is a superb teacher and notes that he has taught 
twenty-two different classes for the university. 

He has worked on too many doctoral and university committees to 
count. The Educational Psychology department will sorely miss Stan's 
valued contributions, but it will most miss his warmth and gentle sense 
of humor. 



Dinner Committee 
Charles Greenwood, Chairman 

Jeffrey Alford 
Patricia  Brown 

Sandra Kelly 
Erwin. Mueller 

Julie Parmerlee 
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