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Mir Masoom Ali 

Mir Masoom Ali, George and Frances Ball Distinguished Professor of Statistics and Professor of 
Mathematical Sciences, joined the Department of Mathematical Sciences in 1969. He has been the 
director of the graduate program in statistics at Ball State University since 1971, the year in which he 
founded the program. 

The focus of Dr. Ali's research has been in the areas of finite sampling, statistical inference, and 
order statistics. He has published extensively in the leading statistical journals and has served as an 
editor of several. Professor Ali is an elected Fellow of the American Statistical Association, the Royal 
Statistical Society, the Institute of Statisticians, and the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences. He is an 
elected member of the International Statistical Institute and the founding president of the North 
America Bangladesh Statistical Association. The Journal of Statistical Studies, the Pakistan Journal of 
Statistics, and the International Journal of Statistical Sciences have published special issues in his honor. 

Dr. Ali received the 1993 Outstanding Faculty Award and the 1985 Outstanding Researcher 
Award from Ball State University. In 1990, the Bangladesh Statistical Association awarded him the first 
Qazi Motahar Husain Gold Medal for his outstanding contributions in the field of statistics. He was 
honored with meritorious service awards in 1987, 1997, and 2002 by the Midwest Biopharmaceutical 
Statistics Workshop, which is co-sponsored by the American Statistical Association, for his role as a co-
founder, program co-chair, and local arrangements chair. 

In 2002, former Indiana Governor Frank O'Bannon named Dr. Ali a Sagamore of the Wabash, 
the State of Indiana's highest award, in recognition of his contributions to the university, the 
profession, and Indiana higher education. In 2005, Professor Ali was awarded the Our Pride Award by 
the Bangladeshi-American Foundation, Inc. and a gold medal by the Islamic Society of Statistical 
Sciences. 

Stephen S. Bell 

Steve Bell, who came to Ball State in 1992 as the Edmund E and Virginia B. Ball Professor of 
Telecommunications, is active as a public speaker, panelist, and writer and is engaged in special 
projects for television and radio. 

Professor Bell's prestigious network news career made him an eyewitness to many historic events. 
From 1967 to 1986, he was a correspondent for ABC News and was familiar to millions of Americans 
as news anchorman for ABC's Good Morning America. He regularly interviewed newsmakers and 
reported from the scenes of major news events, election campaigns, and presidential trips. 

At ABC News, Bell covered social upheavals that were reshaping the nation, including the Newark 
and East Harlem riots and anti-war protests in Washington, D.C. He also covered the assassination 
and funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and was on the scene when Senator Robert Kennedy was 
shot in 1968. 

Beginning as a war correspondent, Professor Bell reported extensively from Vietnam and 
Indochina. In Cambodia in 1970, he and his camera crew were captured by the Viet Cong. While 
held briefly at gunpoint, he managed to record the incident. In 1973, he and Ted Koppel wrote and 
co-anchored ABC's first documentary from the People's Republic of China. Returning from Asia in 
1974, he covered Watergate and the Ford Administration as a White House correspondent. 

Professor Bell has moderated national and international conferences and teleconferences. In 1996, 
he reported and produced a Vietnam documentary syndicated by PBS and based on a Ball State study 
abroad trip. In 2005, he was the reporter for an ABC News Nightline program, in which he and 
Koppel revisited those featured in their earlier documentary. Since 1998, Professor Bell has served as 
faculty director for "Politics and the Media" seminars for the Washington Center for Internships and 
Academic Seminars. 
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Tony E. Cox 

Tony Cox began his association with Ball State University as an undergraduate student and earned his 
bachelor's degree from Ball State in 1982. After spending one year at Miami University to earn a 
master's degree, he returned to Ball State in 1983 as an assistant athletic trainer. 

Although he spent many hours with a variety of sports teams at Ball State, Mr. Cox was primarily 
focused on his work as the men's basketball trainer throughout his career. He also taught classes for the 
Ball State School of Physical Education since 1983. He served as the Ball State Sports Medicine Club 
Advisor from 1983 to 1998 and in 1996 was promoted to Ball State associate athletic trainer. 

In 2004, Mr. Cox.was named the Indiana Athletic Trainers Association College/University Athletic 
Trainer of the Year. A member of the Blue River Valley Optimist Club, he was the head trainer for the 
East Team at the 1985 East/West Elks All-State Basketball Classic. 

In his 23 years at Ball State, Mr. Cox touched the lives of many individuals as a health care and 
educational professional. He provided a positive atmosphere for the athletics program and gave 
wholeheartedly pf-hirnself through the years. 

He and his wife, Karen': have two children. Their son, Kyle, is a member of the Ball State men's 
golf team and lettered in basketball for the Cardinals. Their daughter, Caitlin, is a high school student-
athlete in New Castle. 

Ronald W Davis 

Ronald Davis, who joined the Ball State faculty in 1987, is known among students and faculty 
primarily for his teaching and scholarship in the area of adapted physical education. 

Dr. Davis came to Ball State University with the goal of bringing the discipline of adapted physical 

vA education to the teacher education curriculum. His efforts led to much recognition by his peers in 
adapted physical education circles, and his scholarly activities, including research articles and books, 
have been seminal in his field. His accomplishments also include two decades of physical activity 
programming for disabled students and community residents. 

In his many years of dedicated service at Ball State, Dr. Davis has been first and foremost a 
professor, in every sense of the word, but he also has held positions as coordinator of adapted physical 
education and as associate chair of the School of Physical Education, Sport, and Exercise Science. He 
was twice named the outstanding tenured faculty member in the School of Physical Education, Sport, 
and Exercise Science and received an Excellence in Leadership Teaching award from the university. In 
2002, Dr. Davis received the Excellence Award from the College of Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Teacher Education at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. The American 
Association for Active Lifestyles and Fitness recognized his adapted PE program as a premier program 
nationally in 1992. He also served as a classification specialist for the 1996 Paralympic Games in 
Atlanta. 

Dr. Davis also served Ball State University as a Faculty Fellow in the Graduate School and as a 
liaison to various campus groups that serve the needs of disabled students and faculty. In addition, he 
was instrumental in launching a school-wide mentoring program for newly hired faculty. 
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Stephen D. Johnson 

Stephen Johnson joined Ball State in 1973 as an assistant professor and is retiring after 34 years of 
service in the Department of Sociology. He received his BA and MA degrees in sociology from the 
University of Minnesota, where he also earned a PhD in psychology Before coming to Ball State, he 
held the position of assistant professor at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire for three years. 

Dr. Johnson's research has focused on religion and politics, and he has published extensively on 
those subjects. One of the unique aspects of his research is that he collected most of the data himself. 
From 1977 through 2004, he conducted a series of surveys of Muncie residents as part of the 
Middletown Area Survey (MAS) project. He is particularly proud of his accurate predictions of the 
outcomes of presidential elections using data from the MAS project. 

For many years, Dr. Johnson collaborated with Dr. Joseph Tamney, another long-time sociology 
faculty member, who is now retired. Their highly productive collaboration produced a book and 
numerous articles, including the most recent, "Strictness and Congregational Growth in Middletown," 
published in the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. In recent years, Dr. Johnson has received a 
summer faculty research grant and a John W. Fisher Faculty Research Fellowship in American politics. 

Professor Johnson is a highly energetic teacher. Most recently he has taught Principles of 
Sociology, Society and the Individual, Applied Statistics, and Graduate Survey Research. Traditionally 
he has taught two courses first summer session and spent the remainder of the summer with his 
family. During spring semester 2007, Dr. Johnson taught at Ball State University's London Centre. 

Thomas A. Kaluzynski 

Before joining Ball State University, Thomas Kaluzynski earned his PhD in higher education 
administration in 1975 from the University of Illinois. At Ball State, he served for six years as assistant 
to the provost and vice president for academic affairs. In 1981, he was appointed associate provost and 
managed the human resource function for the academic side of the campus, including appointment, 
promotion, tenure, and salary issues for all faculty, administrators, and professional personnel. 

In 1985, Dr. Kaluzynski was named acting provost and vice president for academic affairs, and, in 
1987, he assumed the role of associate provost for academic services. In this capacity, he was 
responsible for all major budgets within academic affairs. He also had reportages from the deans of 
Continuing Education and University Libraries, as well as the areas of campus technology and the 
Fisher Institute for Wellness and Gerontology. From 1990 to 1995 Dr. Kaluzynski served as associate 
provost in charge of university technology programs, including WIPB, IHETS, and teaching 
technology. In addition, he continued to provide direction to the wellness institute and directed the 
1993 North Central accreditation review for the university. 

Dr. Kaluzynski was one of four individuals responsible for founding the Fisher Institute for 
Wellness and Gerontology and, in 1995, joined the institute's academic staff. As associate director he 
taught core courses, coordinated curricular advising, and developed the full-time, one-semester 
internships for master's level students. 

Dr. Kaluzynski's unique academic qualifications in philosophy and logic, along with his deep 
interest in integrative medicine, have made a significant contribution to the institute. He combined a 
superior intellect and deep compassion, which produced a unique professional and human being. 
Faculty, staff, and students have benefited from his leadership and friendship. 
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David E. Land 

Dave Land is retiring after 22 years at Ball State University, where he as served as an assistant football 
coach, a recruiting coordinator and administrative assistant, assistant athletic director, and, most 
recently, as director of athletic compliance and eligibility. 

In all of his roles, Mr. Land established himself as a dedicated professional who always understood 
the importance of his work to the university and to intercollegiate athletics. It was not unusual to see 
him working long and late hours to get to a point of resolution on an important matter and to find a 
way through a complicated and difficult situation. Even though his work was often very demanding, 
he always took the time to show patience and understanding with students and his co-workers and to 
offer encouragement to those around him. 

Above all and without fail, Mr. Land has been a person of integrity. He often was called upon to 
work through complex and sensitive situations, and he consistently approached these matters calmly, 
compassionately, and with the highest degree of honesty and reliability. At all times, he sought the best 
possible solution for the university and for everyone involved. 

Although Mr. Land is retired from Ball State, he leaves a legacy to all those who worked with him. 
He taught them that each day is an opportunity to work hard, to achieve excellence, to stay positive 
and hopeful, and to work with integrity. 

Larry N. McWilliams 

Larry McWilliams, professor of music performance, joined the Ball State University School of Music 
faculty in 1970 as a trumpet instructor, member of DaCamera Brass Quintet (faculty brass quintet) 
and Muncie Symphony Orchestra, and director of the Jazz Studies program. 

Under his direction, the Jazz Lab Ensemble, the main performing group in the jazz program, 
enjoys a reputation as one of the finest collegiate jazz bands in the country. It has gained regional, 
national, and international attention through participation in numerous jazz festivals, including the 
Elmhurst Jazz Festival in Chicago, Notre Dame Jazz Festival, Mobile National Collegiate Jazz Festival, 
and Kansas City Conservatory Jazz Festival. 

The band also has participated in international jazz festivals such as the Montreaux Jazz Festival, 
Switzerland; Lyon/Vienne Jazz Festival, France; Umbria Jazz Festival, Italy; and the North Sea Jazz 
Festival, The Netherlands. Many alumni members of the Jazz Lab Ensemble who are playing 
professional music today were recipients of most-outstanding and over-all-winner awards at these 
festivals. 

During his years at Ball State, Professor McWilliams has become a leading adjudicator, clinician, 
and trumpet soloist for high school and college jazz festivals throughout the Midwest. He created the 
Indiana All-State Jazz Band and, at Ball State, developed a successful high school Dimensions in Jazz 
Festival, which is well past its 30th anniversary. 

Prior to his time at Ball State, Professor McWilliams enjoyed extensive performing experience with 
name bands and well-known Broadway shows, including the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Glenn Miller 
Orchestra, Hello Dollfi and Cabaret. Additional performing experiences include freelance work in New 
York and Las Vegas. He also toured and performed with many major stars, including Johnny Mathis, 
Henry Mancini, Pia Zadora, Steve Lawrence and Edie Gorme, Perry Como, Tony Bennett, Bob Hope, 
Frank Sinatra Jr., the Spinners, the Temptations, Red Skelton, and others. 
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David R. Ober 

David Ober joined Ball State's Department of Physics and Astronomy in 1968 after receiving his PhD 
in nuclear physics from Purdue University and his undergraduate degree from Manchester College, 
where he majored in physics and mathematics. He has had scholarly articles published in such journals 
as The Hoosier Science Teacher and the Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Sciences and has presented 
at many professional meetings, including the American Physical Society, Geological Society of 
America, Indiana Academy of Sciences, and American Association of Physics Teachers. 

Since the late 1980s, Dr. Ober has collaborated with other members of the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy in securing several hundred thousand dollars of support from the U.S. Department of 
the Army Research Engineering Apprenticeship Program and the National Science Foundation to 
support residential summer research programs for academically talented high school students. In 1987, 
he was elected a Fellow of the Indiana Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. Ober has served on dozens of department, college, and university committees, including the 
university ad hoc committee to open the Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics, and Humanities. 
During the past three decades he has made significant contributions as an advisor to the University 
Radiation Safety Committee, and he has served as both the assistant radiation safety officer and the 
radiation safety officer for the university. In addition, he supervised the Radon Testing Laboratory and 
has been responsible for testing more than 3,000 homes and 4,000 schoolrooms for radon. 

One of the most important contributions Dr. Ober has made to his department and the university 
is his 15 years of service as department chairperson. During this time he also has been called upon to 
serve in other leadership roles and has been a supporter and advocate for the physical sciences. 

Larry K. Ottinger 

Larry Ottinger is retiring after 35 of service to the students of Ball State as academic advisor, assistant 
professor, and coordinator of the North Quad Advising Center. His work in advising has been 
exemplary and characterized by steadiness, wisdom, and a commitment to excellence. 

As an academic advisor, Mr. Ottinger always has shown great interest in his students' academic 
welfare. He has worked successfully with a variety of students, including student-athletes and 
nontraditional students. His knowledge, his thoroughness, and his concern have been evident to all 
students, and his file is full of "thank you so much" letters from former students. 

Mr. Ottinger brought the same commitment to excellence to his work as coordinator of the North 
Quad Advising Center, and the faculty and administrators in the departments with which he worked 
have expressed great appreciation for his prompt attention to departmental concerns and his 
professionalism. As coordinator, he has also willingly taken on extra assignments, including 
coordinating the graduation process for all campus advising centers, working with students in the 
National Student Exchange program, and advising students in the fast-track bachelor of General 
Studies program initiated by the School of Extended Education. 

Mr. Ottinger has been active with student groups on campus, especially the Greek community, 
and he has been a strong contributor to the state, regional, and national academic advising 
organizations. Recently, he served on the steering committee for the national organization's annual 
conference in Indianapolis. He also is active in community organizations and efforts, including the 
Muncie Endurathon and the Muncie Noon Optimist Club. 
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James L. Pyle 

James Pyle, assistant vice president for research and professor of chemistry, has served Ball State 
University since 1983. He served in similar capacities at Miami University of Ohio from 1966 to 1983 
after receiving his baccalaureate degree from Ohio University and his PhD from Brown University. 

As an organic chemist, Dr. Pyle has authored a book and several articles, presented at numerous 
conferences, acted as proposal and journal reviewer, and directed the research studies of many graduate 
and undergraduate students. 

As a research administrator, he has distinguished himself at the national, regional, and local levels. 
He was president of the 2,600-member Society of Research Administrators (SRA) International in 
1994-95 and has been.  recognized by the SRA with its Hartford-Nicholsen Award in 1991 and the 
Honorary Distinguished Faculty Member Award in 2006. He has been a prime mover in the national 
professional certification initiative and has served twice as chair of the Research Administrators 
Certification Council. 

At Ball State, Dr. Pyle has led the charge to strengthen faculty and student research programs 
through external funding. To that end, as head of the Office of Academic Research and Sponsored 
Programs (OARSP), he instituted the OARSP Faculty Fellows program and BeneFacta, an annual 
publication featuring outstanding externally funded researchers. A regular feature of the monthly 
Research newsletter has been his commentary, which invariably provided an encouraging word for the 
Ball State research agenda. During his tenure, annual research funding grew from $1.5 million to $25 
million. In recognition of his efforts, Dr. Pyle was named Ball State's Outstanding Administrator in 
1998. 

Off campus, Jim Pyle is known for his enthusiasm for barbershop singing. He has served as 
producer of the World Harmony Jamboree at several conventions of the Society for the Preservation 
and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America. 

Melkote K. Shivaswamy 

Melkote Shivaswamy received his PhD degree in industrial management from the Indian Institute of 
Science, India, and came to Ball State University in September, 1976. During his Ball State career, he 
was a recipient of a Fulbright Travel Grant to India and was a visiting professor to Universidad de las 

Americas, Mexico. Although he has taught many different courses, Dr. Shivaswamy's primary 
responsibilities in recent years have been teaching and conducting research in the managerial 
accounting area. 

Instead of slowing down in his later career, Dr. Shivaswamy increased his research productivity and 
global travel in response to special invitations. His teaching also maintained its rigor. He expected 
much from his students, but even more from himself. He was an extremely diligent and disciplined 
faculty member and wanted his students to perform the same way. Many of his students remain in 
touch with him to this day and credit him in large part for their professional successes. 

One of Dr. Shivaswamy's favorite activities is travel. In addition to much travel in the United 
States, he has been to 11 other countries, often as part of his professional development. Dr. 
Shivaswamy also loves music and has hosted musical performances in his home, inviting colleagues so 
they could appreciate the Indian music he so enjoys. 

Dr. Shivaswamy's colleagues describe him, first and foremost, as a gentleman, in every sense of the 
word. He has been not only hard working, but also kind and caring. He supported the Department of 
Accounting and the Miller College of Business missions by doing whatever was asked of him, and he 
remains a loyal advocate of both. Dr. Shivaswamy will enjoy a well-deserved retirement and will be 
able to escape the Indiana winters, of which he is not particularly fond! 
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Frank J. Sparzo 
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Frank Sparzo has been the indispensable colleague since joining the Department of Educational 
Psychology as an assistant professor more than 38 years ago. He has served in many roles at Ball State 
University, including: associate director of instructional and professional development, conducting 
program evaluations across the campus; director of university evaluations, helping to develop the first 
university-wide teaching and student evaluations; director of the graduate program in behavioral 
analysis, creating the curriculum and courses taught; and assistant chairperson of the Department of 
Educational Psychology. 

Dr. Sparzo is best known among students and faculty for his teaching and scholarship on applied 
behavioral analysis, which he has taught at the undergraduate and graduate levels virtually every 
semester, seamlessly moving into online instructional formats in recent years. Both undergraduate and 
graduate students find his knowledge and advice valuable and continue to rely on him after 
completing his courses, which are as timely today as ever. As part of his commitment to providing 
students with rigorous and meaningful experiences, he has been heavily involved in undergraduate 
education, taking students abroad to the Australia Centre and the London Centre during his final 
years at the university. 

Dr. Sparzo is proof that great teaching and great research are not strangers. He has published a 
multitude of articles and several books, and his expertise in behavioral analysis, behavior change, 
instructional models, and research design resulted in more than 60 presentations nationally and 
worldwide for Phi Delta Kappa, an international association for professional educators. In 1982, he 
was awarded a prestigious Fulbright Senior Scholar National Exchange Program Award to spend a year 
teaching and conducting research at the University of Delaware. 

Dr. Sparzo's absence from the Department of Educational Psychology will be felt keenly; however, 
he leaves behind a proud legacy of achievement. 

Herbert EW. Stahlke 
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Herb Stahlke has served Ball State University for 27 years. A linguist specializing in African languages, 
historical linguistics, and the history of the English language, he has been at the heart of the language 
and linguistics area at Ball State since its inception. 

Dr. Stahlke founded the Intensive English Institute in 1981, which has become a critical 
component of the graduate programs in linguistics. He reorganized the master's programs in TESOL 
and linguistics and led the successful effort to develop and establish the PhD in applied linguistics in 
1984. For seven years he was associate director for academic support and planning in University 
Computing Services, where in 1995 he spearheaded the $5 million Intergraph Center of Excellence in 
Mapping Sciences. 

During his career, Dr. Stahlke has published in some of the most important linguistics journals, 
including the Linguistics Society of America flagship journal Language, as well as the International 
Journal of American Linguistics, Practical Anthropology, Studies in African Linguistics, Syntax in the 
Schools, and Word, among others. He also has edited two books, published more than 40 articles, and 
won several large grants. His publications range from theoretical and descriptive articles in phonology, 
syntax, and comparative linguistics to articles on pedagogical and technological topics. 

Dr. Stahlke has taught 24 different linguistics courses at Ball State, including almost every course 
offered in the applied linguistics program. In 2006, he received the Outstanding Faculty award for his 
dedication to Ball State University, the English Department, the discipline of linguistics, and the many 
graduate and undergraduate students he has taught and mentored. 
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Gerald P. Thomas 

Jerry Thomas joined the Department of Physics in the fall of 1967. During his tenure at Ball State, he 
has taught a wide range of courses, from Introductory Physics and Astronomy to graduate-level 
Particle Physics. 

As an elementary particles physicist, Dr. Thomas has collaborated with other physicists from 
around the nation and the world. Following a sabbatical at Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
(FNAL) in the mid-1980s, Professor Thomas and his students began participating as full collaborators 
in four major experiments at FNAL. He is particularly proud of their work with the 1996 SELEX 
"Double Charm" experiment, which resulted in confirming two predictions of the Standard Model of 
Particle Physics. The research work by Professor Thomas and his students was supported for more than 
10 years by grants from the National Science Foundation. In 1995, one of Professor Thomas's students 
received the university's Outstanding Master's Thesis Award for a thesis based on work performed at 
FNAL. 

Dr. Thomat hai.pursued other interests as a faculty member at Ball State. A lifelong professional 
pianist of popular and classic music, he earned a master of music degree in music theory and 
performance from Ball State in 1978. For many years he also taught a popular general education 
course entitled The Physics of Music and Art. A computer user in his research throughout his career, 
Professor Thomas earned a master of arts degree in computer science from Ball State in 1988. 

The students, faculty, and support staff of the Department of Physics and Astronomy will miss 
Professor Thomas as a talented teacher-scholar and valued colleague who has given freely of his time 
and talents in order to benefit others. They wish him the best during his retirement. 

Robert A. Underwood 

Since joining the Ball State University faculty in the fall of 1977, Robert Underwood has been a vital 
member of the business education community, not only at the university but throughout the region 
and state. 

As a member of the Department of Information Systems and Operations Management (ISOM), 
Dr. Underwood has been a valued teacher and colleague. His quiet manner belies the passion he has 
demonstrated towards educating and training educators. He has taught a variety of courses during his 
career, both on the graduate and undergraduate levels and always has received excellent evaluations 
from his students. 

Professor Underwood also has been a faithful and supportive colleague, assisting in the transition 
from the Department of Business Education and Office Administration into the Department of 
Business Information Technology and finally into ISOM in 2002-2003. He has consistently been an 
excellent researcher and has numerous journal articles and book chapters to his credit. 

Professor Underwood is an exemplary member of the Miller College of Business and Ball State 
faculty, and his retirement will leave a void in his department. 
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Mary Ellen Van Camp 

Mary Ellen Van Camp joined the Department of English in 1989. After 18 years at Ball State 
University, she is completing a 40-year career in English and English education, in which she worked 
with thousands of students at elementary, secondary, and university undergraduate and graduate levels. 

Dr. Van Camp has focused her research on literature, language arts, and teaching. She has 
published articles on censorship and intellectual freedom in the classroom, teaching literature to 
children and adolescents, oral language instruction, and the history of the orphan train movement as it 
is portrayed in children's and adolescent literature. 

Over her career, Dr. Van Camp has held several elected and appointed positions for the National 
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), including serving as chair of Support for the Learning and 
Teaching of English (SLATE), interim editor of the SLATE newsletter, regional representative to the 
NCTE Affiliate Leadership Conferences, and a member of the NCTE Resolutions Committee. She is 
a past president of the Michigan Council of Teachers of English (MCTE) and has made numerous 
conference presentations at NCTE and MCTE, as well as at conferences for the International Reading 
Association and the American Education Research Association. 

When process writing instruction was a new idea in education, Dr. Van Camp served as a 
consultant to the Michigan Department of Education and helped write the state's first professional 
standards for language arts and writing instruction. In her first teaching experience, just out of high 
school, she worked as a teacher's aide in a federally-funded pilot program that would become known as 
Head Start. 

Donald E. Van Meter 

In 1969, Don Van Meter joined the Ball State faculty as an assistant professor in the Department of 
Geography to help develop an undergraduate major and master's degree in natural resources. Since 
that time, he has provided extraordinary and enthusiastic leadership both as a professor in the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Management and as an associate dean in the 
College of Sciences and Humanities. 

In the natural resources arena, in addition to teaching 23 different courses over the years, Dr. Van 
Meter has provided life-changing experiences for students in five summer field courses in Indiana and 
more than a dozen summer field courses in the Rocky Mountain West, often camping in the spring 
snow at destinations such as Yellowstone National Park. He currently serves on the Indiana Soil and 
Water Conservation District's Foundation Board and the Advisory Council of the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources, a post to which he has been appointed by four governors and served 
continuously from 1986 to the present. PBS viewers recognize him as the amiable and knowledgeable 
co-host of Indiana Outdoors. 

Dr. Van Meter was the second chairperson of the Department of Natural Resources and has been 
associate dean—beginning in 1986 until the present—under every dean in the history of the College 
of Sciences and Humanities. He was acting dean from 1990 to 1992 and again in 2002-03. 
Department chairpersons have regularly relied upon his expertise and problem-solving skills, starting at 
about  7  a.m. each morning! The university also has called upon him to lead additional tasks of major 
importance, such as co-directing the self-study for the Higher Learning Commission's accreditation 
visit, co-chairing the self-study for the Foundations of Excellence in the First College Year initiative, 
and chairing several searches for deans and directors across campus. 
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T. Stuart Walker 

T. Stuart Walker joined the Ball State University faculty in 1979 as a microbiologist at the Muncie 
Center for Medical Education (MCME). He was a central figure in the growth and independence of 
the center following its transition to Ball Memorial Hospital. 

As one of the center's initial permanent faculty members, Dr. Walker took on an aggressive 
research agenda focused on cellular and molecular mechanisms of infectious disease. His research was 
supported by nearly 20 years of continuous funding from the National Institutes of Health on projects 
focused on the pathogenesis of meningitis; the pathogenesis of Carrion's disease and bacillary 
angiomatosis; clinical studies ,  of Rocky Mountain spotted fever; testing of new antibiotics; and the role 
of lupus anticoagulants in thrombotic diseases. His numerous scholarly articles in infectious disease 
journals coupled with his extramural funding record greatly contributed to the development of the 
center as a research institution. 

As a medical educator, Dr. Walker was course director for the microbiology course and was 
responsible for teaching first-year students from the Indiana University School of Medicine. 
Recognized as a.'leater in the field of microbiology and medical education, he was invited to write a 
textbook for the prestigious Saunders Text and Review Series. His first textbook, Microbiology, was 
published in 1998 and translated into multiple languages. His second textbook, Microbiology Review, 
was published the following year. In 2004, Dr. Walker was appointed interim director of the center, 
where he embraced the role of shaping its future direction. Following the center's name change to the 
Indiana University School of Medicine-Muncie, Dr. Walker recruited new faculty and instituted a 
curricular overhaul. These efforts resulted in improved student performance on standardized board 
exams and increased faculty research productivity. 

James Watson 
A 

James Watson joined the Department of Physics and Astronomy in the fall of 1976. Since coming to 
Ball State, he has been the department's physics education specialist and authority on physics 
education research. 

During his career, Dr. Watson has mentored and provided the department's undergraduate physics 
teaching majors with physics education pedagogy classes and individualized research projects related to 
physics teaching. He and his wife, Nancy, offer summer graduate courses for in-service teachers on the 
uses of technology in physics and physical science teaching. Professor Watson also has provided 
physical science instruction for the university's elementary education majors. Many of these students 
remember his PHYCS 101 course as "Fiziks is Phun," since toys are often used to teach important 
science concepts. 

Professor Watson has been very successful in obtaining external grants to conduct programs for 
both pre-service and in-service teachers. Currently he is co-primary investigator of PhysTEC (Physics 
Teacher Education Coalition), a six-year project funded by the American Physical Society and the 
American Association of Physics Teachers. Three years ago he collaborated with science educators from 
Ball State in obtaining a two-year state grant to provide in-service professional development activities 
for Indianapolis Public School science teachers. 

Professor Watson has been active in service activities associated with physics and science teaching. 
He and his wife have been responsible for administering the state's Presidential Science Awards 
program. He also has held offices with the national American Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT) 
and the Hoosier Association of Science Teachers Incorporated (HASTI). In recognition of his service 
to his profession, he was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from AAPT in 2004. 

The department is proud of Professor Watson's commitment and contributions to its teacher 
training programs. He will be missed greatly by his colleagues. 
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Nancy T. Watson 

Nancy Watson has been recognized by students, colleagues, and organizations for inspirational 
classroom teaching and extensive contributions to the field of science education. She was awarded 
Sigma Xi Teacher of the Year in Science Education in 2000, the Outstanding Teacher for University 
Schools in 1998, and the 2004 Distinguished Service Award from the American Association of 
Physics Teachers. 

Mrs. Watson says she never met a middle school student she didn't like! Her classroom 
methodology has modeled engaging curriculum for all students through participation and 
experimentation, recognizing that students learn differently. Her enthusiasm for her subject and 
her love of children have made even the most reluctant student successful. The countless Ball State 
education students participating with her learned from the best. 

Mrs. Watson and her physicist husband, Jim Watson, pioneered workshops for educators, 
illustrating how toys can be used to teach physics. She has been a strong voice for scientific literacy at 
local, state, and national levels, resulting in improved science education. Her students describe her as 
"amazing," "funny," "interesting," "the best," and "a great teacher." One student wrote, "Mrs. Watson 
could always make us laugh when we were trying to learn, and when I had questions she would always 
help me!" 

Dianna K. Wolfe 

Dianna Wolfe joined the Ball State University School of Nursing faculty in 1977 and received her 
EdD in adult and community education from Ball State in 1999. She taught in the associate, 
baccalaureate (basic track and RN to BS track), and graduate nursing programs. She was flexible, 
adaptable, and willing to try new teaching strategies as pedagogy and technology changed. She was 
willing to embrace those changes—teaching in the classroom, then on IHETS, and then Internet 
courses. Students gave her high ratings throughout her tenure as being well organized and relating 
course materials with an effective use of examples. 

Dr. Wolfe was employed for about 33 years at Ball Memorial Hospital, where she maintained her 
professional clinical practice as an evening supervisor. Her experiences in nursing practice continue to 
be creative and of value to students and faculty as she participates in the development of case scenarios 
used with SimMan and PDAs. 

Outside of work, Dr. Wolfe enjoys traveling, especially to the Smoky Mountains, and going to 
auctions. She loves listening to Bluegrass music; reading mysteries; and eating chocolate, shrimp 
dishes, and coney dogs. She also likes canning and laments the fact she is no longer able to do this. 
However, she has taught her husband to do so, and he can relate many tales of canning, including the 
time he planted 100 tomato plants. Dr. Wolfe frequently brought to the office homemade pies, cakes, 
and other foods that faculty appreciated. 
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Mitchell  Zoll 

Although Mitch Zoll is retiring with an official count of 17 years of service at Ball State, he actually 
began his career with the Archaeological Resources Management Service (ARMS) as a student in the 
1986 archaeological field school. Following his service in the field school, Mr. Zoll was hired as a 
student employee of ARMS and was surprised to learn he actually could be paid for doing 
archaeology; he thought he was simply volunteering. He quickly advanced to crew chief and 
subsequently to a temporary staff position. In 1990, he became the first full-time archaeologist 
supported solely by ARMS contracts and grants. 

At ARMS, Mr. Zoll carried out hundreds of projects, some with more challenges than others. 
During a project in Greene County, he and the field crew discovered a bundle of 1500-year-old 
cordage, which they had to extract very quickly because flood waters were threatening to cut them off 
from the road. At the Gronauer Lock on the Wabash and Erie Canal just east of Fort Wayne, Mr. Zoll 
stepped on a tarp covering a deep hole and fell in, breaking a couple of ribs. He only laughed and 
continued working, 

Over the years, Mr. Zoll'has worked with many ARMS students and part-time employees and 
always has been an effective and highly respected leader. He still receives calls from former students 
and staff asking for advice. He also is something of a "people whisperer," with an uncanny ability to 
tame angry landowners. 

Mr. Zoll's organizational skills and insights will be missed at ARMS. Rather than trying to replace 
him, ARMS is being reorganized. He cannot be replaced. 

tt 
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Thomas A. Bilger 

Tom Bilger served Ball State University as registrar for 21 years before his untimely death in July of 
2005. A graduate of Miami University in Ohio, Mr. Bilger enjoyed a long career in registration and 
records, although his first "real world" jobs included truck driver, land surveyor for a railroad, and 
butcher. After two years teaching English at Goshen High School in Indiana, he took a position as 
assistant registrar at Miami University in 1970 and began a long and distinguished career in higher 
education that included serving as registrar at Frostburg State University in Maryland before coming 
to Muncie in 1984. 

Mr. Bilger was very active professionally, serving on state associations in Ohio, Indiana, and the 
Middle States Association. At the national level he served in many capacities with the American 
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) and was serving as the 
association's president at the time of his death. This past year, AACRAO created the Thomas A. Bilger 
Citation for Service, an award for members who have made outstanding contributions to the 
association over a period of time. In 2003, Mr. Bilger received Ball State's Jack Beyerl Outstanding 
Professional Award. 

Active in the local community as well, Mr. Bilger participated in Toastmasters, the Muncie 
Kiwanis Club, and Jaycees. He was especially involved with the Boy Scouts, volunteering for 
leadership long after his children had grown. His associate Nancy Cronk recalls a conference she 
attended with him. Driving back, he chose the scenic route, and Mrs. Cronk was concerned by the 
"detour ahead" and "road closed" signs. Finally, Mr. Bilger reassured her that he was the district 
chairman of the Boy Scouts and had been navigating by the position of the sun and the numbering of 
county road markers. That unerring sense of direction and sense of humor will be long remembered 
by his friends and colleagues. 

M. John Eiden 

John Eiden began his career as a promotions and development consultant for Minnesota Public Radio 
(MPR), and, in 1968, he came to Ball State University as graphic artist for the Center of Radio and 
Television, now the Department of Telecommunications. 

Based upon his background at MPR, Mr. Eiden was asked to fill in for an absent administrator 
who was a mentor for the student-run, five-watt radio station. At that time, the station was 
broadcasting only a few hours a day and not at all during school breaks. One of Mr. Eiden's first 
endeavors was to expand on-air time and then to raise money to continue broadcasting during the 
summer. 

Soon after, then Ball State President John Pruis sought an FCC license for a 50,000-watt FM 
station, beginning a 10-year battle with Channel 6 in Indianapolis, which opposed a station that 
might interfere with its bandwidth. In the meantime, Mr. Eiden wrote numerous grant proposals, 
seeking hinds to develop the station into a 24-hour operation with a staff of full-time and student 
employees. In 1980, through exertion, perseverance, and a bit of good fortune, he was able to secure a 

continued on page 16 
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license for the current 92.1 frequency, certification from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 
a new building in one fell swoop. After serving as station manager, Mr. Eiden found his true love, 
computers, and studied extensively to become the Teleplex computer expert. He loved assisting faculty 
and staff to enhance their working environment. From February 2000 until his death in 2006, he 
worked as a microcomputer/network analyst for University Computing Services. 

Mr. Eiden's interests ran from A through Z. He was passionate about graphic and architectural 
design and sculptures. He designed the liturgical furniture, including the pulpit, at Saint Francis of 
Assisi Parish. He found great joy in helping people and caring for his animals. 

Linda D. Keys 

One would be hard pressed to find anyone more dedicated to the principle of community engagement 
than Linda Keys. It was her hallmark as a faculty member in the Department of Urban Planning for 
17 years and through her service as associate director for programming in the Office of Academic 
Research and.,Sponsored Programs from 1998 until her death in August 2006. 

In Muncie neighborhoods and across the state of Indiana, Dr. Keys worked with government 
leaders in advising and shaping community planning, always including students in the process. She 
also made an impact at the national level, serving as advisor to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

Dr. Keys was an urban person, born and bred in Chicago and holding degrees from Roosevelt 
University and the University of Illinois-Chicago. Her professional contributions focused upon the 
struggles of African American minorities as they strove to advance their community needs. Later, many 
awards came her way from local organizations, including Motivate our Minds, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs, Munsyana Neighborhood Group, and the Martin Luther King Dream Team 

Her work as a research administrator was characterized by her affinity for those in the early stages 
of their careers. She always was able to find the right approach to assist in crafting their proposals and 
research ideas. In particular, she loved the grantsmanship workshop, in which so many faculty 
members benefited from her caring approach. Ultimately she took the grantsmanship workshop to 
communities throughout Indiana, again serving as a role model. 

Dr. Keys's greatest accomplishments and pride were her two fine young men, Everett and Ryon 
Keys, whom she raised even as she addressed all the demands of her complex professional life. 
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