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Squash #284-F, Edward Weston, 1936, Works Progress Administration Allocation, on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition
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70 years of collecting

71st Student Art Show, Spring 2006

To celebrate our 70th anniversary, and to see what we looked 

like in 1936, we are mounting an exhibition of works of art 

from that date. In 1936 there was a gift from Frank C. Ball 

of an Overbeck Pottery vase. That masterpiece of American 

studio ceramics, made in Cambridge City, Indiana, established 

our continuing interest in Hoosier art and artists. 

    Six photographs from the Photographic Division of the 

Farm Security Administration by Arthur Rothstein, now 

classics, are a poignant record of rural America during 

the Great Depression. There is a wonderful painting by 

William Glackens, Girl in a Gray Dress. The exhibition 

includes several masterpieces of American high-style 

design ingenuity—for example, an aluminum chair 

designed by Warren McArthur as well as an aluminum tray designed by Russell Wright. We will also 

include a coin with King George VI on one side struck to mark his 1936 coronation. His daughter, then 

Princess Elizabeth, is on the verso.

 On view in the north gallery is Kopernicus, a work recently acquired with funds generously given by 

Richard and Dorothy Burkhardt. It was made by Theodore Roszak. The title refers to the artist’s native 

Poland and its great astronomer, Copernicus, who changed forever how we consider ourselves relative 

to the solar system. Roszak made his sculpture in 1959, shortly after the USSR launched Sputnik. 

Sputnik was a wakeup call for American science and American education. We think it fitting that 

Roszak’s Kopernicus has landed in an important American university collection.   

Peter F. Blume

On view March 30 through April 29, 2007

For art students, life as an artist begins with the Student Art 

Show. “It’s modeled to introduce students to what it’s like to 

exist as an artist in the world,” said Fred Bower, assistant professor 

of art and cochairman of the event. 

 Bower said one of the most valuable aspects of the student show 

is the way works are judged. Jurors are selected by a committee of 

professors and students, and the panel consists of art professors, 

working artists, curators, and gallery owners—professionals who 

judge competitions regularly. Students may submit up to three 

works each. Typically around 500 works of art are considered for 

a show that can hold, at most, 100 works. 

 Those attending the exhibition should expect to see outstanding 

artwork in all media, from painting and sculpture to video and 

furniture. “This is the most public face of the Department of Art,” 

Bower said. “so it is all very high quality work.” 

 Join us for the Student Art Show preview reception from 

5 to 7 pm, Friday, March 30, in the museum. It is one of the 

liveliest events on the museum calendar.

Since its opening in November 2006, Engaging Technology: 

A History and Future of Intermedia, has been enchanting visitors 

to the Museum of Art. The exhibition brings together a collection 

of works by intermedia pioneers and emerging intermedia artists. 

They are conceptually rich, humorous and sometimes interactive.

 John Fillwalk, guest curator and director of Ball State’s Institute 

of Digital Intermedia Art and Animation, said the exhibition is 

intended to give museum visitors an introduction to intermedia. 

“Intermedia, in general, works to break down barriers between 

artist and audience,” he says, “but as technology evolves, we can 

see how the artists expand on what is possible.” 

 Don’t miss the January and February programs accompanying 

Engaging Technology listed in the Calendar of Events. 

Engaging Technology
A history & future 
of intermedia

On view through March 11, 2007

Mesmerizing works by intermedia 
pioneers and emerging artists

Museum visitor interacting with, Bion, Adam Brown and  
Andrew H. Fagg, 2006, on view in Engaging Technology:
A History and Future of Intermedia. 

Photo Credit Lisa Fett

Vase, Overbeck Pottery, 1930
Gift of Frank C. Ball

on view in the 
70th Anniversary Exhibition



CALENDAR of  EVENTS   spring
january
10 wednesday  •  Noon 

Alliance Luncheon & Program*

Program: Electronic Art’s Impact and Importance, 

presented by Tiffany Sum, assistant professor of 

electronic art, BSU Department of Art.

16 tuesday •  Noon 

Art High at Noon: Intermedia
Join a museum docent for a tour of Adam Brown’s Bion 

and Golan Levin’s Messa di Voce, two works of art in 

Engaging Technology: A History and Future of Intermedia. 

Meet in the Sculpture Court.

february
6 tuesday •  Noon 

Art High at Noon: Dutch 17th Century Art
View and discuss Peter Thys’ Family Group and 

Pieter Janszoon Van Asch’s Landscape in Gelderland 

with a museum docent.

14 wednesday  •  Noon 

 Alliance Luncheon & Program*

Program: A Match Made in Heaven: Music and 

the Visual Arts, presented by Bohuslav Rattay, 

artistic director, Muncie Symphony Orchestra. 

20 tuesday  •  Noon 

Art High at Noon: African Beads
View and discuss a Yoruba crown and an 

elephant helmet mask from the Bamileke 

People with a museum docent.

25 sunday  •  2:30 pm  

Family Day: InterACTIVITY
Join Jesse Allison, museum interactive designer and 

faculty fellow, BSU Institute for Digital Intermedia 

Art and Animation, for a hands-on workshop 

highlighting the exhibition Engaging Technology: 

A History and Future of Intermedia. Related gallery 

activities will also be available. All ages welcome.

april
3 tuesday •  Noon  
Art High at Noon: Japanese Tea Ceremony
View tea caddies and related items with a 

museum docent.

11 wednesday •  Noon 
Alliance Luncheon & Program*

Program: Meditations in Stone: Michelangelo’s 

Pietas, presented by Dr. Esperanca Camara, 

assistant professor of art history, University of 

St. Francis, Fort Wayne.

17 tuesday •  Noon 

Art High at Noon: Hindu Gods
View Stele of Shiva and Stele of Surya with 

a museum docent.

22 sunday  •  2:00 pm 

First Person: Highlights of the 
72nd Student Art Show
Join a member of the Student Show organizing 

committee for a behind-the-scenes perspective 

about works of art and artists included.

Meet in the Sculpture Court.

march
6 sunday  •  Noon 
Art High at Noon: Female African Masks
View a Bundu society mask from the Mende or 

Bulam People, and  a female face mask from the 

Dan or We People with a museum docent.

Meet in the Sculpture Court

In association with BSU Women’s Week 2007

11 sunday • Exhibitions closing
Engaging Technology: A History and Future of Intermedia 

Jenny Holzer: Signs of Our Times

14 wednesday  •  Noon  

Alliance Luncheon & Program*

Program: Hannah and Her Sisters: The Overbeck Sisters, 

presented by Shaun Dingwerth, executive director, 

Richmond Art Museum.

In association with BSU Women’s Week 2007

16 friday • Exhibition opening
70th Anniversary Exhibition

20 tuesday •  Noon 
Art High at Noon: Artistic Women
View Marie-Victoire Lemoine’s Portrait of a Young Girl 

and Mademoiselle Befort’s A Young Woman from Thebes 

Tending Her Wounded Father with a museum docent.

In association with BSU Women’s Week 2007

25 sunday•  2:30 pm 

Expert Art: Visual Breast Cancer Journals
Ricia Chansky, Illinois State University doctoral student 

in English Studies, discusses body illness, and trauma 

narratives through a framework of art therapy.

Meet in the Brown Study Room.

In association with BSU Women’s Week 2007

30 friday •  5 - 7:00 pm 

Exhibitions Opening Reception
70th Anniversary Exhibition

72nd Student Art Show

In partnership with the Ball State University 

Department of Art
4 5

 All programs are free unless otherwise noted.

 *  The cost to join the Ball State University of Museum of Art 

 Alliance is $15 for Friends members, $40 for non-members.

28 sunday  •  2:30 pm 

First Person: Engaging Technology
Tour Engaging Technology: A History and 

Future of Intermedia with John Fillwalk, 

guest curator and director of Ball State’s 

Institute for Digital Intermedia Art 

and Animation.

Meet in the Sculpture Court.

Arm Chair
Warren McArthur, 1934 
Lent by David T. Owsley,

on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Wife and Child of Sharecropper
Arthur Rothstein, 1935
Museum purchase, 
on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Museum visitors interacting with, Mesa di Voce, 
Golan Levin and Zachary Lieberman, 2003, on view in 
Engaging Technology: A History and Future of Intermedia. 
Photo Credit Lisa Fett.

71st Student Art Show, Spring 2006
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70th anniversary exhibition
Conservation of
childe hassam painting

Exhibition reflects museum’s beginnings and highlights its rich artistic foundations

On view March 16 through August 12, 2007
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At the Window (Kitty Hughes) has returned to the museum,

allowing museum visitors to once again appreciate its bright 

colors and rich texture. 

 Director Peter Blume said the painting was sent to the 

Indianapolis Museum of Art to be conserved because it was 

out of plane, creating a wavy distortion on its surface. While 

there, layers of discolored varnish were removed. Conservator 

Linda Witkowski said the painting needed structural work in 

order to preserve it because eventually the paint would begin 

to flake off. 

 “This is an important painting in Ball State’s collection,” 

she said. “It is beautiful and now it is much brighter. Many 

colors formerly obscured are visible again and the textural 

richness is greatly enhanced.” 

 It is on display in the north gallery along with other 

American Impressionist paintings.

The Ball State University Museum of Art is well known 

for its special exhibitions, but visitors don’t often think 

about the time, effort, and skill that goes into moving the 

works of art. For Randy Salway, thinking about such things 

is literally all in a day’s work. Salway is the museum’s new 

exhibition designer and preparator. 

 Most recently Salway served as a preparator at the 

Indianapolis Museum of Art. A Ball State alumnus, 

he previously worked at the BSU Museum of Art 

as a graduate assistant. “Within a smaller institution I 

will be relied on to accomplish a variety of tasks that 

would not have been in my job description in Indianapolis,” 

Salway said. “These additional responsibilities allow 

a greater opportunity for personal growth and 

professional development.” 

In honor of the museum’s 70th anniversary celebration, an intimate exhibition of works reflecting 

the museum’s beginnings will be on display in the Brown Study Room. 

 “The 70th Anniversary Exhibition captures a moment and reflects on a whole era,” said Peter Blume, 

museum director. “We want to demonstrate that, right out of the box, the museum was very selective 

in the art works it chose to obtain and put on display.” 

 Works of art in the exhibition include some that were only recently acquired by the museum, but 

made during that period. A 2005 gift from Ned and Gloria Griner, Grant Wood’s Tree Planting Group, 

a lithograph from 1937, is an example. 

 Other selections are from the museum’s original collection that includes an Overbeck Pottery vase, 

made in Cambridge City, Indiana, a gift from Frank C. Ball in 1935; and a Chinese porcelain statuette 

titled The Twins, a gift from Daniel Jarrett Hathaway in 1936. 

 “These two are really a yin and yang of what the collection would become in later years,” Blume said. 

“A strong representation of Indiana artists as well as Asian ceramics continues to be represented 

throughout the collection.” 

 The exhibition also highlights the disparate photography styles that were prevalent in the 30s. 

Arthur Rothstein’s photographs recording rural conditions during the Depression are on display 

alongside the fine art photos of Edward Weston. 

 “These two photographic artists show the contrast and the vitality of photo media at the time,” 

Blume said. 

At the Window, Childe Hassam, 1917
Gift of Mrs. Albert J. Beveridge, on view in the north gallery

Tree Planting Group, Grant Wood, 1937
Gift of Ned and Gloria Griner, on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Randy Salway Joins Museum Staff



museum hours

monday-friday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

saturday and sunday
1:30 pm-4:30 pm

765.285.5242

admission free
www.bsu.edu/artmuseum
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Theodore Roszak was an American artist best known for his highly 

technical sculptures in plastics and metals. Kopernicus, with its dripping 

metal and braised steel, reflects Roszak’s mature style. 

 Of course, Kopernicus pays homage to Copernicus, who undid forever 

the way the human race regards its place in the universe. But, made in 

1959, Kopernicus also refers to the space race and the launch of Sputnik.

 See Kopernicus in the museum’s north gallery. You will find the moon 

leaping into orbit, stars being born before your eyes, and the energy of 

the cosmos stilled but for a moment, allowing you to reflect on your 

own small place in the universe. 

Visit the “Help the BSUMA Create a New Slogan” link at 

www.bsu.edu/artmuseum. 

Or mail your submission to: BSU Museum of Art, Attention: Slogan.

Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306.

Submit your ideas by March 1 

for the Museum of Art’s New Slogan!

Kopernicus , Theodore Roszak, 1959

Purchase: Richard and Dorothy Burkhardt gift
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Exhibition to honor the museum’s first year. Also, 
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PLUS…

Notes From the Director, our Calendar of Events, 

and much more. 

Parking in the 
McKinley Ave. garage

between Riverside Ave. 
& University Ave.

New in the Galleries


