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from the director…
As we anticipate our Seventy-fifth Anniversary of operation in 

the Fine Arts Building, I have been researching the remarkable 

Ball family of Muncie as art collectors and what their collections 

have meant to the museum. This has led me to the Archives 

of American Art, now part of the Smithsonian Institution in 

Washington, to Minnetrista here in Muncie and to the museum’s 

own archive. George and Frances Ball, and their daughter Elisabeth 

relied on a long standing relationship with Robert McIntyre of the 

Macbeth Gallery in New York. Their correspondence over thirty 

years is preserved at the Archives of American Art. William Macbeth 

started his gallery in 1892, one of the very few commercial art 

galleries at that time to buck the trend of modern French paintings 

that dominated the art market. Macbeth specialized in historical 

and modern American art, prints as well as paintings.  A number 

of the most important paintings and watercolors in our collection 

today came from Macbeth stock by way of Frances Ball and Elisabeth Ball who seem to have been the more active 

buyers of American art. These include Thomas Eakins Shad Fishing on the Delaware River, and Winslow Homer’s 

watercolors titled Cow Boys, and The Ranger.  

 Although Macbeth’s enterprise was radical when he started out, his specialization had become a staunchly 

conservative standard by the time the gallery closed shop in 1953.  The dramatic evolution of taste from tonalist 

paintings, with their mood of reverie found in an intimate landscape, without people, usually at dawn or dusk,  to 

the bright palette of the impressionists, to the immediacy of the social observations of the so called Ashcan School 

(also known as The Eight when exhibited as a group for the first time at Macbeth in 1908) eventually became less 

viable commercially with the inevitable forward march of modern art and abstraction. Artists will always find a 

way to organize their world that references the here and now and popular taste is 

certain to follow.  

 This summer we will take a look at a group of paintings, pastels, and watercolors that fit the description of 

Tonalism above. Some of the artists’ names are familiar, such as George Inness, and others like Dwight Tryon 

and Bruce Crane may be less so. The purpose of this small show is to examine an aspect of the collection that 

is usually not on exhibition to better understand its importance in the evolution of our museum’s collection 

as well as this little known but important moment in the history of American art.

           — Peter F. Blume  
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Granaries to Babylon, 1933 
Louis Lozowick
Lithograph
Gift of Ned  H. & Gloria Griner

The Picture Buyer, 1911
John Sloan

Etching

As part of its 75th Anniversary Celebration, the Ball State University Museum of Art 

developed American Scene Prints from the Ned H. & Gloria Griner Collection. 

A compilation of more than 75 prints from 57 artists, the exhibition represents the 

diversity of styles and subjects that encompassed American art from the early 1900s 

through the late 1950s. 

 The artists associated with the American Scene are known for what they chose to 

depict and their rejection of Modernist styles.  Especially after World War One and 

during the Depression years, the focus is nationalistic, romantic, and, frequently, political. 

 Director Peter Blume said the exhibition is thematic, offering visitors a glimpse of 

what the United States and the people in it were like in the eras depicted by the artists.  

 “This is a rich response to life in the United States, especially in the 1930s and 1940s,” 

Blume said. “There is an ‘everydayness’ about these works. They are of people shopping, 

working, being entertained.”

 Printmaking was encouraged during the Depression through the Federal Art Project 

which provided relief to unemployed artists under the Works Progress Administration. 

This particularly helped to establish the screenprint as a new technique for artists, and 

saw prints reach a wider audience.

 “At the time they were very inexpensive, and this meant a lot of middle-class people 

could own pictures,” Blume said. “Now many of them are quite rare. If images did not 

sell well, publishers often discontinued printing them before the editions were complete.”   

 The exhibition includes artists who primarily focused on urban life, such as 

John Sloan and George Bellows, as well as those who offered a romanticized vision of 

the American Midwest, like Thomas Hart Benton, John Steuart Curry, and Grant Wood. 

Departure of the Joads, 1939 
Thomas Hart Benton
Lithograph
Gift of Ned H. & Gloria Griner

About his gently satirical print, 

John Sloan commented, 

“William Macbeth hopes to 

make a sale. Casual visitors to 

his gallery tiptoe about, 

awed by the presence 

of purchasing power.”



june
9   wednesday  •   All day

Alliance Luncheon & Program*
Delight in the Dayton Art Institute

Enjoy in a delightful journey from Muncie to a new 
experience with coach transportation provided to 
and from the Dayton Art Institute.

The day includes a highlights tour in the morning 
and lunch at Café Monet by Elegant Fare before a tour 
All Things Bright & Beautiful: California Impressionist 
Paintings from the Irvine Museum. Plenty of free time 
will be available for looking in the Museum Shop too.

   Alliance Members $60; BSUMA Friends Members $65; 
                               Non-Members $80

12  saturday  •   2:30 pm

Tour Time: Introducing the 
Ball State University Museum of Art

Drop in to tour the museum and learn about the 
collection and the history of its development. 
Docents will also feature 3-4 works of art for discussion.
Groups of 5 or more, please call 765.285.3372.

12 saturday  •   4:30 pm

Arts & Music Festival on the Green

The Muncie Arts and Culture Council, with the Muncie 
Symphony Orchestra taking the stage at 7 pm, present a 
celebration of arts on the “front lawn” of the Museum 
of Art.  Watch out for special announcements and 
surprises to start the ball rolling for the Museum of Art’s 
75th anniversary and special children’s activities too!
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august
14  saturday  •  2 :30 pm

Tour Time: Introducing the 
Ball State University Museum of Art

Drop in to tour the museum and learn about 
the collection and the history of its development. 
Docents will also feature 3-4 works of art 
for discussion.
Groups of 5 or more, please call 765.285.3372.

23   monday
Fall semester begins. 

july
75 Hours of Museum Fun!

From Friday, July 16, at 9 am to Monday, July 19, 

at 12 noon, begin the celebration of 75 years of 

the Ball State University Museum of Art on 

campus and for the community.

16  friday •  5:00 pm

Friday with Friends: American Scene

Festivities continue for the Museum of Art’s 
75th anniversary with friends and members 
viewing American Scene Prints from the 
Ned H. & Gloria Griner Collection. 

17 saturday  •    2 :30 pm

Tour Time: Introducing the 
Ball State University Museum of Art

Drop in to tour the museum and learn about the 
collection and the history of its development. 
Docents will also feature 3-4 works of art for discussion.
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may 
12  wednesday •   Noon

Alliance Luncheon & Program*
Bird Brain (Sculptures of Bird Forms)
Sally Myers, associate professor of art at Ball State 
University, will explain some of the ideas that influence 
her artwork, show objects from the Museum of Art 
that inspire her, and explain the processes she uses 
to make her sculptures in steel and clay.

Prospective Alliance members free; 
Alliance members $10 plus $5 for lunch. *

22   saturday  •   2:30 pm

Tour Time: Introducing the 
Ball State University Museum of Art

Drop in to tour the museum and learn about the 
collection and the history of its development. 
Docents will also feature 3-4 works of art for discussion.
Groups of 5 or more, please call 765.285.3372.

All programs are free unless otherwise noted.

Programs are subject to change without notice.

* The cost to join the Ball State University Museum of Art 

Alliance is $15 for Friends members, $40 for non-members.

Copper Miners, 1937 
Lewis William Rubenstein
Lithograph
Gift of Ned H. & Gloria Griner

CALENDAR       EVENTS   summerof

Nude and Arch, 1933 
John Sloan
Etching
Gift of Ned H. & Gloria Griner

John Brown , 1939
John Steuart Curry

Lithograph
Gift of Ned H. & Gloria Griner

18  sunday  •   2:00 pm

Family Day: Look! Closer!

In honor of the Ball State University Museum of Art’s 
75th anniversary, the collection will be the focus with 
kid-friendly tours and hands-on activities emphasizing 
the treasures and highlights of the collection.

Birthday cake will be served too, of course!

fridays july & august  
3:00 to 4:00 pm

Calming Space for Thoughtful Meditation 
in the Museum

A dedicated calm, quiet space is available every 
Friday during the summer in the Museum of Art from 
3 to 4 pm near the Amidha Buddha on the balcony.  
This self-directed experience is a wonderful way to 
start your weekend. 

You can find free downloadable relaxation MP3s 
for your computer, IPOD or other devices at: 
www.bsu.edu/workingwell 

NOTE: 
Occasional evening events and construction will limit access. 
In partnership with BSU Working Well

Tree Planting Group, 1937 
Grant Wood

Lithograph
Gift of Ned H. & Gloria Griner



academic collaboration
Art In Sight / Virginia Ball Center Project
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Helping high school art and humanities students and their teachers make the most of art and the 
Ball State University Museum of Art was the goal of Instructor of English Elizabeth Dalton and thirteen 
students in a Fall 2009 Virginia B. Ball Center for Creative Inquiry class. The result was Art In Sight, a 
four-part multimedia website that provides visitors with tools to learn about and appreciate art.
 In consultation with the museum staff, especially Curator of Education Tania Said, Dalton established 
the need to develop a website for high school students that included an audio tour, an art timeline, a 
section on art interpretation, and resources for teachers. Determining the content, focus, and theme 
for the website—along with learning teamwork, problem-solving skills, and how to meet client needs—
were part of the students’ immersive learning experience. 
 The semester began with visits to other museum websites, and field trips to the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art and the Dayton Art Institute. Workshops were held on website design and construction so students 
could understand the process before committing to the project’s design. 
 Students were divided into teams responsible for the four content sections of the website—the Audio 
Tour, Virtual Timeline, Art Exploration, and Teacher Materials sections. A Tech/Design team worked on 
the website itself. With assignments distributed, content teams began selecting and researching museum 
objects and the technical team concentrated on developing a look for the website.
 By week five, the students were ready to present their preliminary ideas to the Ball State University Museum 
of Art staff—Director Peter Blume, Associate Director Carl Schafer, and Said. As with any large project, 
the meeting led to some important changes in direction. Students redesigned the Art Exploration section. 
Questions about image reproduction rights forced students to think more creatively when selecting museum 
objects, as some contemporary art made after 1950 was unavailable for reproduction. 
 At this point in the project, the students focused on research and writing. Students spent hours at the 
museum, looking at art and making connections between museum objects and what they had read 
about them.  
 Once the Instructor Materials and Art Explorations sections were posted, Dalton and her students 
invited two classes at Monroe Central High School to serve as focus groups. The website was well-received 
by Jeff Wagner and his students. Their suggestions concerning navigation were used to make better links so 
that users can access information more quickly. 
 Work was completed in time for the December 10 showcase, which was held in Recital Hall across the 
hall from the museum. A reception was held in the museum to celebrate this collaborative effort between 
the Ball State University Museum of Art and the Virginia B. Ball Center for Creative Inquiry. 
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The summer of 2010 is going to be anything but lazy as the Ball State University Museum of Art 

kicks off its 75th anniversary with a series of special events. The festivities will begin during the 

Arts and Music Festival on the Green, June 12 from 4:30 to 8 pm.Those attending the popular 

outdoor concert, held on the lawn in front of the museum, will be treated to a special musical 

tribute as banners announcing the museum’s year-long celebration are unveiled. 

 The 75th anniversary year officially starts in July, commemorating the opening of the 

Fine Arts Gallery in 1935. Part of the celebration is looking back over the collection’s history 

and taking stock of how it has been developed, said Director Peter Blume. 

 “The element of time allows us to evaluate our judgments,” Blume said. “The fact that we 

have a place where we can take something out of the box years later and reconsider what a 

work means now that we have had time to reflect on an era shows how important museums 

are to our communities.” 

Visit Art In Site at www.bsu.edu/artinsight

anniversary celebration
Yearlong festivities start July 16-1875th

As the world gets smaller, we need to get larger. 

We need more space to present the art of other cultures 

as a resource to Ball State students and to the community 

so we can all have a better appreciation of those cultures.

— Peter Blume

Two favorite museum events 
the weekend of July 16-18
will start the 
yearlong festivities… 

• The official kick off for the 
 75th Anniversary Celebration will 
 be a special FRIDAy WITH FRIENDS. 

 FRIDAy, JULy 16   •  5 to 7 pm  
 The event will feature 
 American Scene Prints from the 
 Ned H. & Gloria Griner Collection. 

 In addition to the artwork and 
 company of friends, guests can enjoy 
 light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. 

• SUNDAy, JULy 18 •  2 to 4:30 pm 
 The  museum will host 
 “Look! Closer! Family Day” 
 In honor of the 75th anniversary, 
 the focus will be the museum’s collection.

Ball State University Museum of Art main entrance

Friday with Friends and Family Day 
are free and open to the public. 

For more information, call  765. 285.5242. 



museum hours

monday - friday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

saturday and sunday
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm

765.285.5242

free admission
www.bsu.edu/artmuseum

ball state university

muncie, in 47306

summer 2010
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Madonna and Child by Sienese artist Taddeo di Bartolo (1360-1426), 

from the David T. Owsley Collection, is now on view in the museum’s 

West Gallery.

 This example from the fourteenth century is beautifully preserved, 

says Director Peter Blume, offering the museum the opportunity to share 

a work of art by an important artist. 

 “One of our purposes is to present the best of art to Ball State 

University students and to the community, and certainly the early 

Renaissance was a watershed period where the rules changed,” Blume said. 

“Here we have both a rather old-fashioned Madonna type as well as a 

more modern Christ child, one who is lovely and engaging.” 

 

Parking in the 
McKinley Ave. garage

between Riverside Ave. 
& University Ave.

in this ISSUE
In this issue we invite you to join us in the museum’s 

75th Anniversary Celebration! The festivities begin 

with 75 Hours of Museum Fun  featuring special 

Friday with Friends and Family Day events in July, 

and continue with American Scene Prints from the 

Ned H. and Gloria Griner Collection. You are also 

invited to keep Art In Sight with a new website 

featuring the museum. PLUS…Notes from the 

Director, our Calendar of Events, and much more. 

new in the galleries…

Madonna and Child, 1400 
Taddeo di Bartolo
Tempera on panel
Intended gift of David T. Owsley
in loving memory of Lucy Ball Owsley

Taddeo di Bartolo
Madonna and Child


