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This Honors Thesis project was completed as a collaborative effort from three Honors 

College students who had participated previously in an immersive learning experience through 

the Teacher's College. This thesis illustrates Whitely, an exemplary community in Muncie that, 

despite several biases and stereotypes, has overcome many obstacles and hardships. Drawing 

upon the knowledge and perception the three students had gained from working in the Whitely 

comn1unity, they created a video. Through this video, the goal was to capture the opinions and 

experiences of Ball State students and members of the Whitely community. The history of the 

Whitely community is also explored as well as the reasons that biases and stereotypes may have 

developed, and the video explains how the Whitely community plans to eradicate them. 
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Author's Statement 

Author's Statement: Kelcey Magnuson 

I decided I wanted to create my Honors Thesis project about the Whitely 

Community because it is where the majority of my learning occurred at Ball State. I was 

only placed in Whitely for one semester, but while I was in Whitely I learned more than I 

could have hoped to learn in my other six semesters on Ball State's campus. Throughout 

the duration of this Honors project I have learned a lot about my future, my community, 

and myself. Interacting outside of the Ball State community has opened my mind to many 

things. I was first introduced to Whitely through an immersive project called Schools 

Within the Context of Community in the fall of 20 12. It was through this immersive 

learning project that I became inspired, along with the other two authors, Allison and 

Erin, to complete my honors thesis about the Whitely Community. 

The Whitely Community fascinated me for many reasons. I was able to interact 

with the community in several ways. I attended n1eetings, I volunteered at events, and I 

worked at the elementary school. During all of these events it became clear what the 

community meant to the people who lived within it. I saw adults who were trying to 

create a better environment for their children and I saw children who cherished their 

community. Every single generation within the community worked together to make 

Whitely a better, safer, more caring place to live. 

I have never seen so many passionate people in my life. The Whitely Community 

members welcomed all of the Schools Within the Context of Community members with 

open anns. They were eager to show off their community and get us involved in the 

changes. The community was proud and dedicated. The community members genuinely 
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cared about the well-being of each individual, and were willing to do whatever it took to 

help. They had fundraisers, neighborhood cleanups, and meetings to discuss the 

betterment of the community. 

The Whitely Community is a place where negative stereotypes have been directed 

for years. There are many ideas and beliefs that people hold about the Whitely 

Comnlunity based solely on their own prejudices. Whitely is a poorer area than many 

places around it. The community is also largely African American, and I believe that both 

of these factors influence the stereotypes towards Whitely. I have heard Whitely 

described as "sketch," and "dangerous." However, through my time in Whitely I have 

experienced the exact opposite. It is because of these conflicting opinions that I decided 

to complete my Honors Thesis about this community. 

The comnlunity members of Whitely are some of the most welcoming, 

passionate, and loving people I have ever met. The stereotypes that have been placed on 

Whitely have only made the Whitely Conlnlunity grow closer together. The community 

members have been working to become safer and more beautiful for many years. They 

hope that by completing these projects more people will come into Whitely to see the 

community for what it really is, and stop the unfair prejudices. 

Before Whitely, I never thought much about my own community. I believed that a 

community was based on your geographic location and not much else. Since being 

involved in Whitely, I can proudly say that my own beliefs have changed. I believe that 

community is still related to geographic location, but it also should be a place where 

people are passionate about achieving the same goals. 
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One of the best things I have learned through this experience is not to believe 

everything you hear. Immersing yourself into a place and introducing yourself to a new 

person are the only ways to get an accurate understanding of then1. After doing those, you 

are free to make your own decisions. 

My two co-authors and I decided on the overall theme of our project quickly. We 

wanted to introduce the real Whitely to others and share what we had discovered through 

our time in Whitely. We decided on a medium for the project without delay. I believed 

that using a video would be the best way to get the information to the highest number of 

people. Using a video was aesthetically interesting, and the video could be placed in 

many locations for people to see. Using a video for our project was also the best way to 

have the community voices heard, and allow people to put faces to the Whitely 

Community. 

During this project I was mainly in charge of creating the movie. We conducted 

interviews with members of the community to expose Whitely for its true self. I then took 

the videos and images that we gathered to produce an approximately ten minute movie. 

We had a general plan for how the video was to be organized, as well as what we wanted 

the video to convey. I cut and organized the pictures and interviews into a video that 

expressed our discoveries and ideas. The overarching purpose of our video was to inform 

people about the Whitely Community, as well as to encourage people not to "judge a 

book by its cover." 

A primary reason that I wanted to work on this project was to show other 

educators how important it is to know where you are teaching. This community has 

taught me a lot about my future. I am going to become a teacher, and it is important that I 
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do not make assumptions about my students. Without getting to know the community 

around the school you could make assumptions about a student. For example, if you hear 

a student comes from a "bad" part of town, you could assume that the student is also bad. 

However, if you actually know the community that is supposedly "bad," you could fonn 

your own opinions, and then you would be able to recognize what values and beliefs your 

student and their parents may hold. Getting to know each child individually is truly the 

only way to ensure equal treatment of all students. I wanted this idea to be conveyed 

throughout the project, and I believe it was. It is important not to judge someone from 

where they con1e from, especially if you have no direct experience with that location. 

Understanding the communities that students are con1ing from can help a teacher 

fonn lessons, management plans, and leaIl1ing experiences that are fonnatted for the 

specific students. For example, if a community is fond of dancing, incorporating dance 

into lessons can be a great way to show that you know students, and make school more 

exciting. I also think this video project can show students at Ball State how important our 

backgrounds are. Judging people without knowing where they came from or what they 

have had to overcome is insensitive and wrong. 

I also wanted this video project to show all of the goals that Whitely is working 

on to better their community. It was important to me that people see how much pride the 

members take in their community, and what they are doing to try and fix the stereotypes. 

The stereotypes, although inaccurate, are obviously affecting the members and they are 

trying hard to correct these stereotypes. I wanted as many people to see the real Whitely 

as possible, and that is why I decided to work on this project. 
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My two co-authors and I became passionate about this project in order to 

eliminate some of the stereotypes held about the small community of Whitely. By 

showing what a great experience we had in Whitely, we hope people will be more willing 

to involve themselves in this community as well as others just like Whitely. I want our 

project to be an inspiration to students and faculty at Ball State, as well as educators and 

future educators to rise above stereotypes and get to know each individual separately. 
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I, the undersigned, irrevocably grant to Ball State University ("Ball State") the right to 
use my appearance in photographs, sound recordings, and/or video/firm recordings for 
any purpose it deems proper. I understand that these photographs/recordings may be used 
to publicize Ball State through publications, newsletters, news releases, and other printed 
materials; television/radio ads; and publicity materials on television and the Internet. 

I irrevocably grant permission to Ball State to use my appearance in photographs or 
sound/film/video recordings in any manner and media throughout the world in perpetuity. 
I consent to the use of my name and any biographical material about me. ,. 

I understand that the images or recordings of me may be edited in Ball State's sole 
discretion at any time. I understand that I mayor may not be given credit for my 
appearance in photographs or recordings. 

I expressly release Ball State, its agents, trustees, officers, employees, licensees and 
assigns from and against any and all claims which I have or may have for invasion of 
privacy, defamation or any other cause of action arising out of or relating to my 
appearance in the photographs and/or audio or visual recordings created by Ball State. 
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