
FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Alumni Spotlight
Joe Schmidt ‘94
Co-founder
CanvasonDemand.com

CanvasonDemand.com is one of  the country’s top photo-canvas 
creators. The company is represented by national spokesman Ty 
Pennington and has been featured on Rachael Ray, The View, and E! 
News. Inc. also recognized CanvasonDemand.com as one of  the “500 
Fastest-Growing Private Companies” in the country.

Upcoming
Events

Winter 
Warm-up

Date:
December
9th & 10th

Time:
Morning Sessions:

9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.

Afternoon Sessions:
1:00 p.m.-
4:00 p.m.

Location:
Entrepreneurship
Design Lab (EDL)

Miller College of  Business
Ball State University

Important 
Updates

Congratulations to 
Robert Mathews, 

newly named 
Assistant Director of 

the Entrepreneurship 
Center.

We welcome Michael 
Beer to the team as 

Interim Center 
Coordinator.

Congratulations to 
faculty member Dr. 

Pankaj Patel for 
winning the “Best 
Paper Award for 

2012” by Decision 
Sciences.

Congratulations to 
board member Kevin 

Lansberry on his 
promotion to Chief 

Financial Officer, 
Domestic Parks and 

Resorts at Walt Disney 
Parks and Resorts!

Contact Us

765-285-9002
mdbeer@bsu.edu

The Entrepreneurship Center
MCOB, WB 207

Muncie, IN 47306

Student Spotlight
Daniel Ramos ‘14
International Entrepreneur
Clemente

Clemente is a luxury fashion company.  The company will simultane-
ously produce high-quality products and engage customers with 
employees.  This fall 2013 semester, Daniel will be traveling to Lima, 
Peru and spending 2 weeks meeting with local manufacturing 
companies executives.  He plans on learning everything he needs to 
know about the operation process, production, and supply chain to 
start. Clemente after he graduates in May 2014.  

It has been a banner year for the Ball State Entrepreneurship 
Center; a year of which we can all be proud! The heritage in this 
program established by our many successful graduates, board 
members, mentors, evaluators, and business partners is very 
much alive and well today, even as we have made adjustments 
to the academic program to meet the new economy. In 2013, 
the BSU Entrepreneurship Center was recognized with the 
following awards:
-USASBE National Model Undergraduate Program
-FLC/ DoD Tech Transfer
-GCEC Excellence in Specialty Entrepreneurship Education

Our new curriculum, which focuses on product and service design and the process of 
entrepreneurial activity, is a big reason for this recognition. Our peers, as well as the 
media and business world, have recognized our national leadership in this new 
economy. 
 
Our students have been afforded impactful opportunities over the last year—from  
visiting Disney and CFO Kevin Lansberry and Paws with Jim Davis to developing 
relationships with successful business professionals, all culminating in our nationally-
famous “E-Day"—and the network and tradition of the program is a major part of 
providing those opportunities.
 
We want our alumni to be a part of the program, and to be encouraged to connect 
their networks to the program. 
 

https://twitter.com/BSUentrepreneur

www.facebook.com/BSUentrepreneur

Michael Goldsby

Our students had the unique 
opportunity to visit Paws Inc. CEO 
and Garfield creator Jim Davis at 
his headquarters this past 
semester.  Paws Inc. is a perfect 
example of what happens when 
hard work, creativity and 
unwavering determination comes 
together.

Last spring saw the first Bird Cage 
competition for our students.  Loosely 
modeled after the popular show Shark 
Tank, this new competition takes place 
each year after Eday and gives our 
students an opportunity to pitch their 
business plan in front of potential 
investors.  The top three passing seniors 
are selected and pitch their plan in the 
television studio across the street from 
the Entrepreneurship Center.  The entire 
competition is recorded and is produced 
into an hour-long television episode that 
will be used as a teaching tool across the 
country!   Please contact us for more 
information.

Recent
Awards

NEWS

“How often do you get to tour a billion dollar business, let alone with the CEO as your tour guide? We spent an 
entire afternoon with Jim, and he introduced us to his entire management team at work in their individual 
offices. We had the opportunity to talk them about their current projects and initiatives. We even got to hold 
the company's Emmy Awards! I was a great experience for our students!”
-Rob Mathews, Asst Dir

Over the summer, we completed a refurbish-
ment of the Entrepreneurship Design Lab (EDL) 
to make it more inviting and inspirational for our 
students.  It has a new, bold color scheme, more 
functionality for students and a cooler stocked 
with Red Bull for those late-night work sessions!

Speaking of Red Bull, a growing partnership has 
paid early dividends as the company has 
sponsored a new area of the room and given us 
access to the incredible imagery of the recent 
Red Bull Stratos project.  Only a few organiza-
tions get access to the images every year!  The 
new area fits in perfectly with the newly hung 
class pictures to emphasize the heritage and 
future of the program.
Alumni, stop by and find your picture in ‘heritage 
hall’! 
     

EDL Changes

2013 Excellence in Specialty 
Entrepreneurship Education - GCEC

2013 National Outstanding 
Technology Transfer Professional 

Award – FLC

2013 National Model Undergradu-
ate Entrepreneurship Program 

Award – USASBE

Bird Cage

Garfield and Paws


