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Abstract 

Croatia is located on the Adriatic Sea and has hundreds of islands off of its coast. Many 

of these islands are small, but some are larger and have become popular tourist 

destinations. The flora and fauna of these islands draw locals and visitors alike to spend 

vacation time here. Although many types of wildlife are found on these numerous 

islands, I selected six popular islands and researched the most common fauna found on 

each one. The most frequently visited islands are Cres, Mljet, Hvar, Brijuni, Kornati, and 

Brac. On each island, six representatives of iconic avian, reptilian, and mammalian fauna 

were selected. This research is compiled into a field guide, with one page designated for 

each different species. Information about each animal, such as its taxonomic 

classification, physical description, geographic range, habitat, and diet, is included on 

each page, along with a corresponding photo and distribution map. This guide is not 

comprehensive, but provides a useful tool in identifying commonly seen wildlife on these 

six islands. 
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Author's Statement 

I chose to take on this creative project in order to involve a variety of different 

interests. Creating a field guide based on the fauna of Croatian islands combined my 

academic studies in wildlife biology with my heritage and love of traveling. As I was 

thinking of a topic for this thesis, many different ideas were in my head.l have a myriad 

of interests and 1 wanted to include them all in one project - creative writing, biology, 

and foreign places. After meeting with Dr. John Emert, Associate Dean ofthe Honors 

College, I had a clearer, more focused idea for a topic. He asked pointed questions that 

led me to the decision to create a field guide of some Croatian fauna. I chose Dr. Kamal 

Islam to be my advisor based on his extensive background in studying and teaching 

collegiate courses on birds, reptiles, and amphibians. These are the types of animals I 

expected to find in my research of Croatian islands. 

As a wildlife biology student, 1 saw it fit to incorporate this focus into my thesis. I 

have written numerous term papers in various biology courses over certain topics or 

animals, but I was hoping to do something more interesting, interactive, and creative than 

a research paper. It is exciting to learn about specific animals, from what they look like to 

what they eat and how they use their habitat. I also enjoy creative writing and traveling, 

however, so I was struggling to find an idea that could fit all of these interests. 

The reason I chose to research Croatian fauna goes back to my family's 

background. My father and his entire family are Croatian, and he was born and raised in 

Croatia. He lived there until he was 23 years old. As tensions grew between Croatia and 

Serbia and the Communist party gained power, my father became aware of the ensuing 

crisis and fled the country. He came to the United States knowing little to no English. 
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Starting in the great American West, he worked and learned his way to the Midwest, 

where he eventually met and married my mother. His family remained in Croatia, where 

they still live today. My parents and I have visited the country numerous times, so we 

have been able to maintain a connection with our relatives. 

We were privileged to have opportunities to vacation on one of Croatia's 1,100 

islands. The climate is warm and arid, which is conducive to a variety of reptilian fauna. 

The country's proximity to the Adriatic Sea provides ideal habitats for marine birds and 

other types of birds as well, both migratory and non-migratory. There are very few 

mammals on the islands, and the ones that inhabit the area are either introduced or small, 

such as rodents and bats. In my preliminary research, I got an idea of what kind of 

wildlife is commonly sighted on the larger, more frequently visited islands. From this 

research, I made a list of six species of wildlife found on each of six different islands, for 

a total of 36 different species. I was concerned about having equal representation of birds, 

mammals, and reptiles for each island. Some islands seem to have more birds and reptiles 

than mammals, and vice versa. I brought up this concern to my advisor, but he pointed 

out that not every island is expected to have equal numbers of species. Therefore, I tried 

to incorporate at least one representative organism from each group, but focused less on 

having equal representation from all three (birds, reptiles, mammals). 

The islands were chosen based on which ones were larger and more commonly 

known. These larger islands had been more frequently visited, and therefore better 

studied by biologists. I was more successful in finding published research and 

informative websites for the larger islands than for some of the less popular ones. The 

islands chosen were Cres, Mljet, Hvar, Brijuni, Kornati, and Brae. 
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Some islands were easier to glean information from than others. For example, I 

found an extensive published paper covering only the herpetofauna of the island Cres. 

For other islands, the best resources I found were websites listing a few general species of 

wildlife found on the island . I cross-referenced this information with the IUCN Red List 

(International Union for Conservation ofNature and Natural Resources) and other 

wildlife-related organizations to determine which specific animal is found on each island. 

The IUCN Red List was my main source of information. On this site I found the 

bulk of the information needed to compose the field guide. For each species, I researched 

its taxonomic classification, physical description, habitat preferences, diet, and 

geographic range . 1 took notes on these areas from my sources and wrote the sections in 

my own words in the field guide, citing sources as necessary . The base of information for 

classification, habitat, geographic range, and sometimes diet came from the IUCN Red 

List. Other information came from various other online sources. 

I had difficulty finding a "scientific" way to write the physical description section 

for each animal. I did not want to simply describe the animal based on various 

photographs available to me online, although these photos helped enhance my idea of 

how to do so. For the physical description sections, I did extensive research through 

many different papers and websites to get an idea of how establ ished biologists describe 

each species. From this information, I was able to compile general but accurate physical 

descriptions. The diet segments were another area that required more time than others. 

Occasionally, diets of certain species were plainly available, but other cases required 

sifting through the literature and picking out one fact from each work until I had enough 
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information. Through this process, I learned more about the ecology of the animals I 

researched. 

All the notes I took while researching the animals were compiled into blocks of 

text that I typed into each page of the field guide using a photo book website called 

Shutterfly. I selected an 8"x8" soft cover photo book, and was able to layout each page 

to fit all the information, a picture (or two) of the animal, and a geographic distribution 

map. In the text boxes, information is cited using parenthetical citation. Each photo and 

map also has the photographer or creator listed underneath it. 

Initially, I was unable to include the range maps in my book. This disappointed 

both my advisor and me, and he encouraged me to try harder to find a way around this 

issue. After meeting with Dr. Islam and discussing ideas of how to fix this problem, I 

discovered a way to convert the maps into the correct format. I was then able to go back 

and insert them on each page. Before figuring this out, the field guide had a lot of white 

space on each page and was less informative. Having the maps in the book enhances the 

content and makes the layouts more pleasing from a design perspective. 

Throughout the course of completing this project, I learned many things about 

research, presentation of information and design, and the wildlife of the Croatian islands. 

I learned that researching and find ing the exact type of information that I had in mind was 

much less straightforward than I expected. I often had to search through mUltiple types of 

media in order to gather clues to formulate one single idea or concept, such as the diet of 

a European glass lizard. The more I worked, the more I knew what types of sources to 

look for. I learned that the best way to present full, thought-out information is by having a 

question, finding an answer in one place, and then checking in multiple other places to 
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verify that answer or explore variations on it. In this way, I was able to reduce the risk of 

having biased or narrow-minded information in my final product. 

I have little to no experience in digital design or working with computer

generated layouts. Using the Shutterfly program provided me the opportunity to develop 

these skills. The tools on the website are simple to use, and I was able to experiment with 

the "look" of the pages to figure out what was most visually appealing, easily readable, 

and efficient in conveying the most important information. The process of putting the 

book together was frustrating and daunting at first, but I feel much more confident now in 

my ability to effectively present research in the form ofa small book. 

Islands are interesting from a biodiversity standpoint. Throughout my academic 

studies, I have learned about mechanisms of island formation and the modes of speciation 

and colonization of islands. Based on this knowledge, I hypothesized that the types of 

animals that are found on the Croatian islands either have the ability to get to the islands 

by flying or by being small enough to float on vegetation boats or hide in cargo ships. As 

stated previously, I found that this hypothesis was largely true. There is an impressive 

amount of herpetofauna and avifauna on these islands, and selecting which specific 

animals to highlight in the field guide was difficult. In choosing which animals to 

describe, I was able to recognize ecological characteristics for groups of animals that 

were similar to those I learned in Herpetology and Ornithology courses. In this way, my 

thesis coursework provided a way to apply what I learned in the classroom to making an 

informative product. 

Overall, this was an enjoyable and educational project. I am pleased with my 

choice to take on a creative project, and am excited about the finished product. Although 
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