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Simple Song 
from Mass 

PROGRAM 

Lconard Bernstein 
(b.1918) 

Leonard Bernstein - American conductor, composer and pianist - gained enormous 
popularity as music director of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra from 1958 - 1969. 

Mass, "a theatre piece for singers, players and dan·cers." was written in collaboration 
with Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, Pippin) and is based on the Roman Mass. The work was 
commissioned for the opening of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
Washington, D.C. (September, 1971). The text for Simple Song is drawn from Psalm 121. 

Winter Songs 
[or voice, violin and piano 

I. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
II. Good Hours 

III. Snowdrift (instrumental) 
IV. Winter Evening Snow 

World Premiere Performance 

ThomJs Mace 
(b.1962) 

Thomas Mace, a senior at Ball State University. is from Evansville, Indiana. He is a 
Music Theory/Composition and Music Education major. 

Work on this piece began in the winter of 1982. The winter motif, presented in the 
opening bars, returns in all four songs. "Stopping by Woods ... ,. (1923) and "Good Hours" 
(1914) were written by American poet Robert Frost (1874-1963). The text of "Winter EVl'ning 
Snow" is by the composer. 

Suite III, in C Major 
Pr~lude 
Allemande 
Courante 
Sarabande 
Bourr~e I 
Bourr~e II 
Gigue 

Johann Seba.ltian Bach 
( 1685-1750) 

The Six Suites for violoncello (adapted and edited for viola by Samuel Lifschey) were 
composed in 1720. They demonstrate Bach's exteIlSive knowledge of the cello's expressive 
styles and performance techniques and show his mastery for creating dellSe counterpoint and 
delicate harmony without accompaniment. These works arc easily adapted for the viola, which 
is tuned an octave above the cello, and require no alteration from the original. 

Night of Frost in May 
[rom the poem 

Two Little Flowers (and dedicated to them) 
The Greatest Man 

Charles Ivn 
(1874-1954) 

Charles Ives, a successful American businessman, was one of the United States' most 
original composers. He studied music at Yale University, but deliberately chose a career in 
lllsurance. 

In the first song, composed in 1899, the text is from a small portion of "Night of Frmt 
in May" by English poet George Meredith (1828-1909). Two Little Flowers. dedicated to 

Ives' daughters, was written in 1921. Compmcd the same year, The Greatest Mall is ba,ed 
on a text by Anne Collins. 

INTERMISSION 

-------.---------



L'Horizon Chim~ri'iue. 01" 118 
I. La mer est infinie 

II. Je me suis eI1lbarqu~ 
III. Diane, selene 
IV. Vaisseaux, IlPm vom auron' almes 

Gaimei F,lllr;

(1845-1924 ) 

Gabriel Faur~ - French composer. teacher and organist - was one of the most ;,dvanced 
composers of his generation. His persollJl style. which mhered in Impressionism. had a great 

deal of influence on many early Twentieth Centurv composers. 
Composed in 1922 (two years before his death). the four songs of Opus 118 were the 

last that Faure wrotc·. "L 'Horizon Chim~rique" is a set of poelm by Jean de b Ville de 

Mirmont. 

Concerto for Viola, in E-tlat Major 

I. Allegro 

Karl Friedrich ZeIter 

(1758-1832) 

II. Adagio non troppo 

III. Rondo 

German composer Karl Friedrich Zeiter. a well-known conductor and teacher, wa, director 

of the Berlin Singakademie from 1800 until his death in 1832. His promotinn of worL bv 
Johann Sebastian Bach and enthusiasm generated in one of his students. Felix Mendelssohn, 

did much to stimulate the revival of Bach" music. 
The viola concerto is an early work. written in 1779. and is one of Zelter's first at

tempts at a large-scale cOI1lposition. 

In the Ficlds 
Luke Havcrgal 

John Dlike 
I b.1899) 

John Duke - AI1lerican COI1lpnser and pianist - was a Profe"or of Music at Smith Col

lege in NortllJlllpton. MaS\achusetts from 1923-1967. The bulk of his work and his chief 

interest as a composer has been in the field of song. 
"In the Fields" is by English poet Charlotte Mew (1869-1928). "Luke Havergal". bv 

American poet Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935) is a poem ()f IclSt love. The svmholic 

Ivrics have been highlY praised: Theodore Roosevelt wrote. "I am not sur,' I understand 
. Luke flJvcrgal' but I alll sure that I like it." 
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