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Abstract 

There are two physical results of this project. First, the display case, which is 22" x 34" x 

2" has a glass front and metal sides. Tt:lrough the glass, the project itself is visible. The 

actual informational text was written up by Dr. Dodson, and the desjgn and construction 

was performed by Mitchell Moss (with consultation by Mr. Kellogg). 

The other, more minor part of the project was the large-format printing of a relief map of 

the United States (including parts of Canada and Mexico), which was used to replace 

an already in place but faded map across the hall from the main display. This map is 

simply in the same spot as the old map. No other changes to this older case have been 

made. 

I ntrod uction 

This project is not about design skills, management skills, or science. Yes, those things 

come into play. But the core of this project is the application of form and function 

cooperating hand-in-hand. It's about creating something beautiful which makes the life 

of any given passerby better. This project is about doing something intellectually smart, 

but artistically appealing as well. Balancing aesthetics with functionality has given this 

project viability by giving scientific education a pretty face. 

Form, Function, Knowledge and the Dark Ages 

How does this project make the passerby's life any better? By looking good, first and 

foremost. In a fluorescent-lit hallway on the second floor of a concrete building, anything 

to break up the monotony of the endless white walls creates interest. But the interest 

grows exponentially when that "anything" is visually interesting as well. Simply the 

decorative characteristics of this poster make a case for the value of this poster. 

However, there's not just the aesthetics. There's the message being conveyed to 

consider as well. While the look grabs your attention, the lesson is what satisfies your 

intellect. While some may be uninterested in what they would consider "trivia," I firmly 

believe that widespread knowledge through education is what lifted the West out of the 

Dark Ages. Any knowledge of solid repute is useful for the edification of a person's 



intellect, and so a poster which clarifies a scientific principle for a student of even the 

most unrelated concentration is good and proper for that student's well being. 

For More Information ... 

For more detailed information regarding the creation, collaboration, and artistic process 

that went into creating this poster, please see the Appendix, where a more detailed 

report is given. 



Appendix A 

Introduction: 

During the summer of 2008, the project was proposed to Mr. Moss by Mr. 

Kellogg, who had talked to the biology professor Dr. Dodson about the possibility of a 

hallway display project. The project would be a win-win situation: the biology 

department would have another informational display to hang, and the student would 

get to stretch his planning, design, and collaborative legs, while in the process 

completing a University and Honors College requirement. There were no other real 

thesis alternatives at the time, so Mr. Moss chose this option. 

No research was required or needed for this project, nor was there literature to 

consult (other than operator's manuals for the new, large-format Epson 7880 photo 

printer in the Graphic Arts Management (GAM) lab). There were, however, objectives in 

the overall scheme of the project. These objectives follow: first, to design and agree 

upon a rough sketch. Second, to layout the backdrop in Adobe InDesign CS3. Third, to 

locate and prepare a large map for the secondary display case. Fourth, to print proofs of 

both the map and the main backdrop for approval. Fifth, to print those backdrops. Sixth, 

to construct and place the 3-dimensional objects in the case. 

Method: 

The first sketch was done by paper and presented to Mr. Kellogg and Dr. 

Dodson. After approval of the sketch, the layout of the backdrop using InDesign began. 

The first part of that layout included finding suitable photographs for the background of 

the poster. Mr. Moss knew that the natural habitat for the butterflies in question was 



among aspen trees and in meadowlands. He found suitable meadowland pictures on 

Flickr, where the Creative Commons License allows use for non-prom and educational 

purposes. Next, the text (written by Dr. Dodson) began to be placed. High-quality scans 

of the two types of butterfly (viceroy and monarch) were found via Google Images 

search, permission was obtained to use them. Variations were used until the best

looking alternative was chosen. Once the photos were in place, the text was sized for 

readability and the backdrop for the text was in place, the layout objective was 

completed. 

The map was found by visiting the Map Center at Ball State University's (BSU) 

Bracken Library. The colors of the map were altered in Adobe Photoshop CS3 to reflect 

the color scheme already in place on the older display case. Other steps to ready this 

for print were to place an inset diagram with caption, duplicating the diagram previously 

in place on the old, faded map. 

The proofs, used sirnply to see how readable the size of the text was, and to 

ensure the photographs would scale correctly, were printed on the Sherpa large-format 

printer in the GAM lab. While this printer has terrible ink lightfastness, color 

reproduction, and usability, the result was good enough to judge these factors. 

The printing of the map and main display background was finally done using the 

new Epson large-format printer in the GAM lab. The reason this printer was used was 

because of its stated 75+ years ink lightfastness and 100+ years paper longevity. 



Materials and Tools used: 

Adobe InDesign CS3 

Adobe Photoshop CS3 

Epson Stylus Pro 7880 

Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink 

lIford lustre·pearl one·sided coated photo paper 

Results: 

An attractively-designed, long·lasting display case informing all passers-by on 

mimicry in butterflies and the expansion of scientific knowledge. In addition, an updated 

map on the existing case which will last for decades to come (if it's decided to be kept 

that long). 

Also, personally, an excellent hands-on experience for Mr. Moss in working with 

clients, collaboration on design, meeting time challenges, communication issues, and 

managing time resources. 

Discussion: 

The final product is eye·catching and informative. It succeeds on both fronts with 

aplomb. There are an infinite number of possible designs for this display, but the one 

fallen upon elegantly and cleanly meets all goals set forth by both the creator and the 

client. While the map only replaces an existing, faded map from years ago, it succeeds 

in updating an aging case. 



Room for improvement exists in the actual process of creating and finalizing the 

designs. More dedicated communication and collaboration would make the entire 

process work more smoothly. 

True to form, my best work was created in the final week or so leading up to the 

absolute due date. This of course is my biggest regret. Had I worked more diligently to 

maintain a more continual work process, the project may have turned out better in the 

end. Furthermore, the unnecessary procrastination caused more work in the final days 

before completion for Dr. Dodson, who I called upon to make changes, tweaks, and 

suggestions multiple times in the last week. This inconvenience for him alone would 

cause me to change course in future projects. 
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Appendix B: 

Four iterations of the poster design 



Final poster design 

-




