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Conditions: Present Day 

As of today, both of these properties are owned by my Great-Great-Uncle, Radus Hembree, and 

his wife Juanita. After the death of my Great-Great-Grandfather, Robert (Glenn) Hembree, Radus and 

Juanita moved into the home known as the Hembree "Mansion" and began taking care of my Great

Great-Grandmother Hembree. Years later, Radus and Juanita built a newer home on the site just miles 

from the Hembree "Mansion ." Maintenance and caretaking of both of the homes have been put on the 

back burner, if you will, and both homes are almost unsafe to venture into . 

The Drewry Hembree cabin is actually in fairly good condition for its age. Built in approximately 

the 1830s, the cabin still maintains much of the original log cabin detailing. The original logs are in prime 

condition and even original wood siding is still in reasonable condition. This siding may be what is 

ultimately protecting the wood logs that make up the frame of the house . The entire house is only 

approximately twenty feet by thirty feet, which includes a summer kitchen of ten feet. The cabin also 

contains an upstairs, two bedroom space. The ceiling line follows the slanted roof of the cabin and a 

simply plywood wall with a large, thin door separates the two upstairs rooms. A small window on both 

the north and south facades still remains. Ideally, these windows aided in proper ventilation of the 

upstairs of the cabin . 

The floor boards on the first floor of the Drewry Cabin are almost entirely intact. At both the 

front and rear doorways, the floorboards are giving way and the door frame is too weak for structural 

weight. However, the two downstairs doors are original doors, complete with handles and hardware. It 

is believed that if given the opportunity for restoration, these elements would fare very well. The 

fireplace in the home has been filled in with bricks and is no longer capable of operation. In the past 

year and a half, the amount of trash, appliances, and duct work that have been dumped here has 

increased on site. The area of choice for dumping of items seems to be the summer kitchen space that is 

covered (not enclosed) and is not in sight from the main access road . Currently spray paint cans and 



empty beer bottles can be found inside the first floor room. These remnants may describe juvenile 

misconduct within the remains of the home and put the house at a much higher risk for damage such as 

fire. 

With the Drewry Cabin's age, it is evident that it has undergone several changes over its 

lifespan. The roof has been changed and repaired several times leaving the type of roofing inconsistent 

and indistinguishable in terms of dating the repairs. The upstairs may be the most "modern" space in 

the home, containing remnants of wall covering and showing evidence that the separation device in the 

space was probably constructed much later than the original cabin, or at least updated much more 

recently . As an architecture student, one of the most interesting strengths of this cabin is the staircase 

leading to the upstairs. Compared to current codes and standards, it is obvious that this structure is of 

another time. The staircase measures probably no more than a foot and a half and contains one larger 

step at the turning point that one might associate as a landing. However, the structural condition of the 

staircase is excellent and is still able to be used today. 

The Hembree "Mansion" is also in amazing condition . While it appears as though the condition 

of the property is diminishing very rapidly, the site is still accessible . From the exterior, the house has 

not changed much over the past year and a half since my first visit. However, upon entering the home a 

second time, it is very obvious that deterioration is happening at a rapid pace. The east, front entrance 

to the home is complete with a large columned porch . The porch remains in good condition as the base 

is made of concrete, rather than wood planking. The columns are also still supporting the roof overhang 

of the porch. The window frames on the east fac;:ade are all in excellent condition and lend to the 

thought that they may all just "need some new glass." The front door is in commendable condition as 

well, complete with a swinging screen door and two side lights. 



Upon entering the home, the foyer contains what was probably a very elaborate staircase for its 

time. The wood spindles are all still intact, the stairs are still structurally supportive, and the landings are 

still in exceptional condition . This must have been a brilliant focus for the house during its prime. Again, 

based on current ADA guidelines, this staircase would not comply directly, but makes giant leaps in 

comparison to the Drewry Cabin staircase. The front sitting room is currently haunted by the remains of 

wallpaper, curtains, and the incredibly immaculate walnut wainscoting that line the bottom portion of 

its walls. At the south end of the first floor, the fireplace and stove in the living room has been bricked in 

and is no longer available for use. This fact may be protecting the house from a likely cause of demise

fire. A second sitting room that doubles as a south entrance to the home is also in great condition. Still 

housing an old black-and-white tube television, full wallpaper, curtains, and a small kitchen chair, one 

can almost hear sounds that made this room most recently hum. 

The kitchen in the home is probably in the worst condition . Positioned at the furthest point from 

the door, the kitchen is at the west end of the property. The cause ofthe room's collapse is most likely 

due to termites, as the room is positioned directly above the cellar. It appears as though the kitchen was 

updated over the years to maximize technologies such as running water. There is also a south entrance 

from the exterior to this kitchen space. Directly outside of the kitchen is actually a smokehouse that has 

fully collapsed on itself at present day. Through the foyer, yet also connected to the kitchen and south 

sitting room is a porch that appears to have been added to the original construction of the home. My 

grandmother states that for some years, this was actually a room that was lived in and occupied by the 

Hembree family farm hand. The room also has a door that leads to the exterior to the north . 

The upstairs of the home is in fairly stable condition at the most eastern portion ofthe home. 

Then, with the collapse of areas such as the kitchen, the structural weakness can be seen at the second 

story level as well. All of the upstairs rooms contain windows and were used as living spaces. Contrary to 

modern construction with the use of hallways, the three living spaces on the south portion of the house 



are all connected only by doorways. Each of these rooms contains a flue for use by stoves to heat the 

rooms and one room contains a small door to what appears to be "attic" storage . The second story 

rooms also all contain windows that sit directly at floor level. The ceiling and roof condition is probably 

one of the more troublesome areas of the structure of the home. Natural elements have begun to affect 

the roof therefore allowing Mother Nature to affect the ceiling level of each room. If the roof is not 

repaired, it is unlikely that the home will remain in any salvageable condition. 

Ceiling heights in the home allowed for transom windows to be used above almost all doorways. 

This allowed the families to better cool the rooms in the summer by allowing heat to escape spaces via 

these transoms. The glass remains in every existing transom. Wallpaper variations are also still evident 

through remnants. However, ceiling paper is currently falling and is in need of attention throughout the 

house. In total, the house conta ins only two four closets-two sandwich the fireplace on the first floor 

and two are repeated above the living room on the second floor. 

The house is in excellent condition in terms of exterior wood siding. At the north end of the 

home, the condition of the foundation is evident and seems to be surviving the elements despite the 

lack of up keep. The cellar is one of the most concerning elements of the home. Termite damage has left 

the ceiling/floor of the kitchen in terrible condition-boards have literally been eaten in half and are left 

hanging in the midst of the cellar. If repaired, this space would need immediate attention to maintain 

the vitality of the home. 

The grounds the home sits on are also in fakly reasonable condition considering their dates of 

origin . The outhouse, several cribs, coops and barns are all intact. There is an obvious barn foundation 

remaining and the smokehouse has fully sunk into itself over the past year and a half. Other than these 

small missing items, the farm is close to its original layout. 



I_View approaching the property 

2_The Hembree "Mansion" 



4 East Facade F J rant Door 



5_Front Porch & Door 



7 Front Porch & Screen Door 



lO_East Facade Window 

9_East Facade Window 



llJront Porch Light 

12_East Facade, Front Porch 



13 Foundation 

14 North Facade 



16_West Facade, Kitchen Window 

15 West Facade 



17 _North Facade, Additional Porch 

18_North Facade, Po rch Entrance 



19_Cellar Stairs 

20_Cellar, Termite Damage 



21 South Facade & Entrance 

21 South Facade 



23 South Facade, Fireplace/Stove 



25_North Sitting Room 

24Joyer, Entrance 



26Jlue 

27 _ Walnut Wainscoting 



29Jnterior Entrance to Additonal Porch 

28_South Entrance, Small Sitting Room 



31_0wner Remnants, Additional Porch 

3D_Owner Remnants, Additional Porch 



33 Entrance to Kitchen 

32_Door to Exterior, Additional Porch 



34 Kitchen 

35_Wallpaper Remnants 



36_Wal lpaper Remnants 

37 _Wallpaper Remnants 



39Joyer Staircase 

38_Foyer Staircase 



41Joyer Staircase & Debri 

40_Foye r Staircase 



42_Staircase Landing 

43_Staircase Landing, View Down 



44_Second Floor Railing 

45_Staircase, View Down 



46_Second Floor Landing 

47 Attic Door 



48_Detiorating Ceiling and Roof 

49_Detiorating Ceiling and Roof 



51 East Window of North Bedroom 

50_North Bedroom, Second Floor 



53_South Window, Second Floor 

52 West Window of North Bedroom 



54_Chicken Coop 

55 Hen House and Outhouse 



57 Barn 



58_Barn and 'Property Line 

59_Remaining Foundation of Barn 



60 

61 



62 



63_Drewry Hembree Cabin 

64_Drewry Hembree Cabin 



65_East Facade, Front Entrance 

66 South Facade Window 



67 East & South Facades 

68_East Facade, Front Entrance 



70 North Facade 

69_East Facade, Front Window 



71_ West Facade, Summer Kitchen 

72_South Facade with Chimney 



74 Dovetail Joint 

73_Dovetail Joint 



76_0riginal Door Hardware 

75_0 riginal Door Handle 



77 _Woodchipping Infill with Plaster Remnants 

78 



79 

80_Ceiling Plank with Saw Marks 



81_lnterior View, Looking East 

82 Door Hardware 



83_ View from Edge of Top Stair 

84 Staircase 



85 First Floor 

86 Remnants of Straw Mattress 



87 _Second Floor, South Room 

88_Second Floor, South Room 



89_Second Floor, Wallpaper Remnants 

90_Wallpaper Remnants 



91_Second Floor, North Room 



Visions: Future Aspirations 

My original proposal for this thesis project included a vision of restoration . It was my hope that I 

would be able to restore all or a portion of the original staircase in the home. With the amount of 

preparatory stages that would have been involved, a semester would not quite have been enough time 

to see the fulfillment of this vision. 

My visions of the future contain a hope that may be beyond my grasp. Amongst my family, my 

hope is to instill enough interest in the property to possibly inherit or purchase the property. This would 

allow me and my immediate family to take over the reins of maintaining this property. While the passion 

for these two homes and this property exists mostly in me and in my grandmother, my sincere hope is 

that, over time, my other family members will develop a positive interest in the property as well. Over 

the next several years, I am interested in gaining a deeper understanding of historic preservation as well 

as restoration. With research and invested time, I feel as though it may be easier to engage other family 

members and members of the Rutherford Township community in this project. 

While I am aware that this process may take several years and may take several small steps to 

one large dream to accomplish, I am determined to at least mark the beginning of a vision within the 

next five years . Even if it means simply boarding the houses up and beginning to maintain some of the 

grounds while the homes are still under the possession of my Great-Great Uncle Hembree, small steps 

are usually catalysts for much larger outcomes. Ball State University has instilled in me a passion for a 

large, possibly life-long, project that I would otherwise have been unaware. I am thankful for the 

realization of these historic homes and the relevance they now have to not only my past, but my future 

as well. 




