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is for the Amazon Basin, or Amazonia.  

This basin houses an endangered gigantic 

ecological machine of global 

importance—for food, for medicine, 

and affecting the temperatures around 

the world.  It sprawls over parts of 

seven countries and is dominated by the 

world’s largest tropical rain forest.



is for Brazil, the country making up the 

largest portion of the Amazon Basin.  

Brazil became committed to settling the 

interior of the rain forest in the 1960’s.  

Colonization and industry—especially 

mining—lead to more destruction of 

the habitat.  Road networks allow for 

more people and companies to move 

inland.



is for the carbon dioxide.  When 

healthy, the rain forest absorbs carbon 

dioxide.  “The cutting and burning of 

the forest, though, releases huge 

amounts of carbon dioxide, helping trap 

heat, which many scientists believe is 

warming the earth through the 

greenhouse effect.”



is for deforestation.  “Areas designated as 

deforested on the map are not barren, 

but remaining patches of trees are often 

too small to sustain a true rain forest 

ecosystem.” Deforestation may be 

caused by any clearing of the forest—

either from slashing and burning or from 

mining.



is for endangered.  Species in the 

Amazon rain forest are becoming 

endangered because of threats to their 

changing environment.  The map shows 

an endangered Guiana crested eagle 

searching for prey.  “A harpy eagle, also 

endangered, homes in for a landing.”



is for fish.  The fish of the Amazon Basin 

are threatened by the polluted 

waterways.  Rivers are poisoned with 

chemicals resulting from the cultivation of 

coca for cocaine production.  “Mining for 

gold and other metals fouls waterways 

with mercury and other toxins used in 

processing.”  Areas of polluted rivers are 

marked on the map with the red symbol 

shown.



is for gold.  The inset map shows the 

location of mining for gold and other 

mineral and energy resources.  Oil, gas, 

and coal are being sought in Amazonia.  

Silver, zinc, tin, bauxite, copper, 

diamonds, and manganese are some of 

the mineral resources also found in the 

rain forest.



is for hydroelectric dams.  Hydroelectric 

power is a renewable energy that 

produces no carbon dioxide.  The dam 

shown on the map produces energy from 

Lake Balbina.  There are environmental 

consequences to the dams in the Amazon 

rain forest, however:   Some “lands are 

covered by water that backs up behind 

the hydroelectric dams.”



is for Iguana, or the Iguana iguana. The 

iguana is shown on the map crawling on 

a tree in the lower canopy of the 

Amazon rain forest.  “A common iguana, 

which feeds on fruit and succulent leaves, 

lolls on a branch.  Moving farther down, 

it eludes predators by dropping into the 

river.”



is for the Jau National Park.  National 

parks in Brazil are “sanctuaries for 

Amazonia’s wildlife and native peoples.”

Brazil has over 50 national parks—many 

inside the Amazon rain forest.  

Unfortunately, sometimes even these 

sanctuaries are violated by 

development.



is for the Kinkajou, Potos flavus.  The 

kinkajou is shown on the map on the 

branch of a tree in the upper canopy of 

the Amazon rain forest.  Kinkajous are 

not rare in this habitat, but the 

mammals are rarely seen by humans 

because of their nocturnal activities.



is for the Lower Canopy of the rain forest.  

“A kind of way station, the lower canopy 

is used by many animals en route to more 

permanent haunts atop the trees or on 

the ground.”  The lower canopy is from 

33 to 66 feet above the ground.  A scarlet 

macaw, squirrel monkeys, and a tarantula 

are shown on the map in the lower 

canopy of the forest.



is for Manaus.  The South America map 

on the verso of the Amazonia map 

shows the location of the city of Manaus 

in the heart of the rain forest on the 

Amazon River.  Red lines on the map 

show the location of roads.  Manaus is 

becoming a major manufacturing center, 

threatening the existence of native 

animals and people.



is for the Nasua nasua—Latin name of 

the Coati.  The coati, with its bushy, 

ringed tail, lives in bands in the rain 

forest and eat insects and fruits.  The 

coati is shown on the map on a branch 

of a tree in the lower canopy, but the 

animals are known to be excellent tree 

climbers and can travel down the trees 

headfirst.  



is for the Orinoco River.  The map 

shows the source of the Orinoco River  

on the border of Venezuela in the 

northern part of the Amazon rain forest.  

The river flows northwest through a 

mountainous landscape through 

Venezuela and Colombia.  



is for photosynthesis and the food 

production of plants.  The Amazon rain 

forest is home to thousands of species of 

plants that thrive on the sunlight and 

rain cycles.  The map shows that the 

foliage of the upper canopy of the rain 

forest “conducts the bulk of 

photosynthesis, the food production of 

plants.”



is for Quatis, Quatigua, Quata, and 

Quarai, cities along the railroad in Brazil.  

Fortunately the railroads have not made 

significant strides into the deep reaches 

of the Amazon rain forest.  Passenger 

railroads are largely located along 

coastal areas of South America.



is for rubber.  The inset map shows 

rubber as a major cash crop in the 

Amazon rain forest.  Natural rubber is 

cultivated from the sap of rubber trees in 

the forest.  Livestock and Brazil nuts are 

also listed on the map as cash crops in 

these areas of the Amazon.  (The 

diagram of rain forest products is from 

EduPlace.com).



is for sunlight.  More than 90 percent of 

the sunlight in the Amazon rain forest 

reaches the foliage of the upper canopy.  

“Deep in the forest, the ground may get 

only one percent of the area’s sunlight.”  

This explains the wide variety of plant 

and animal species living in all parts of 

the rain forest.



is for trees!  “In Amazonia’s cornucopia as 

many as 283 tree species can be found in 

a two-and-a-half-acre plot.  Dense 

lowland forest includes such timber 

sources as mahogany, cedar, and Brazil 

nut.”  Emergent trees in the Amazon rain 

forest reach over 130 feet in height.  

Water during the flooded season reaches 

as high as 50 feet in the forest.



is for the Upper Canopy and Understory 

of the Amazon rain forest.  “Viewed 

from above, the upper canopy forms an 

almost continuous seas of green….  

Some creatures, even mammals, spend 

virtually their entire lives here.”  The 

understory of the forest (30 feet and 

below) describes the “lush wall of 

foliage adjacent to open areas.”



is for Varzeas, or flooded forests.  

“Amazonia is drenched by rainfall 

averaging from 80 to 120 inches annually.  

Some forests are partly submerged for 

several months.  These flooded forests—

varzeas—make up less than two percent of 

the Amazon basin’s forested land.  But 

their alluvial soils are much more fertile 

than those being cleared for farming in the 

forest. 



is for the Wonder Drug.  “Compounds 

from tropical flora relieve headaches, 

help treat glaucoma, and provide muscle 

relaxants used during surgery.  As forest 

disappears, researchers fear that plants 

with wonder-drug potential will be lost 

forever.”



is for EXTINCTION.  “Rain forest 

destruction has spelled extinction for 

many creatures whose habitats have 

been reduced below critical levels.”  

Many of the birds, frogs, monkeys, and 

cats shown on the map are endangered 

because their forest homes are being 

destroyed.



is for the Yanomami.  The Yanomami are 

one of the groups of indigenous peoples 

still living in the Amazon rain forest.  

The Yanomami live in a protected 

sanctuary in the hills of northern Brazil.  

With the sanctuaries for Amazonia’s 

native peoples routinely violated, “Some 

Indian groups have perished; others are 

threatened.”



is for zoos.  Many of the animals of the 

Amazon rain forest may only be found 

in zoos if more protection of their 

habitats is not enforced.  Many scientists 

believe that some species of animals and 

plants of the rain forest may have not 

even yet been discovered.



Don’t let this be THE END!  Plant a 

tree and help save the rain forest.



All information for the creation of this book was 

provided on the Amazonia, A World Resource at 

Risk map, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries.


