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Embedding a Google Map on a Webpage 

There are various ways to embed a Google map on a webpage. One of the fastest and least complicated 

ways is through Google’s My Maps website.  This method of creating a Google map requires little to no 

programming knowledge and no other software is needed – only your web browser.  

 

Another common way to embed a Google map is to download a Google API key and hard code it into 

your webpage with JavaScript or Flash. This method requires some programming skills and is for the 

more advance user.  

 

Embedding Customized Google Maps on a Webpage Using Google’s My Maps 

1. Go to http://maps.google.com/ 

 

 

2. You must have a Google account to use My Maps, if you don’t have a Google Account, clink on 

Create an account now and follow the directions.  

3. In the Left hand menu of My Maps click on Create new map and type a title and a description 

of your map and choose unlisted for this project.  (see illustration below) 

 
 

4.  Zoom in to an area where you want to place points. 

 

http://maps.google.com/
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Adding a Point Marker to Your Map 

5. Click on the point tool  and click on the map where you want to add a marker balloon.  

6. In the window that pops up add information about your place.  Click on Rich Text to add 

pictures and links in the information balloon.  (See illustration below) 

 

7.  Once you have added a Title, icon, text, image and links click okay.  You now have point marker 

on your map. 

 

Adding a Line Marker to Your Map 

8. Click on the line tool  and click on the map where you want to start drawing a line. Click 

along your right double click on your final point to end the line.  Once you have added your line 

you can customize its appearance and add attribute information just as with the Point marker 

tool.  

Adding a Shape to Your Map 

9. Click on the Shape Tool  and click on the map at the first corner of your shape. Continuing 

clicking at each corner and then double click when you’re finished.  Once you have added your 

polygon you can customize its appearance and add attribute information just as with the point 

and line marker tools.  

10. Once you have added all your information to your map click on the Save button in the left hand 

menu window. 

Adding Features Created by Others to your Google Map 
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11. In the left-hand menu of My Maps, under Featured Content, there is a list of items you can 

choose to add to your Google map. Click on the one that you want to add and then click done.  

12. You can also add content by clicking on Browse the directory, which is in the left-hand menu.  

This option will take you to a webpage with a list of places and tools created by other users that 

you can add to your map. (see illustration below) 

 

Adding the Google Map to Your Website 

13. With your map selected in the My Maps tab in the left hand menu, click on Link to this page in 

the upper right hand side of page. (see illustration below) 
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14. To embed your map onto a webpage, copy the text under Paste HTML to embed in website and 

paste it into your websites code. Note: You can open a new html in FrontPage or Dreamweaver 

and paste the code in the body of the page in the code window, then hit File  Preview in 

Browser I Explorer to preview the page. 

15. If you want to customize the map that will be embedded into your page click Customize and 

preview embedded map before copying into your webpage’s code. (see illustration below) 
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16. In the customization window choose the Map Size that you prefer and copy the HTML code and 

paste into your webpage’s code.  Your embedded Google map should look something like this.

 
 

17. If you click on View Larger Map below the map on your webpage it will open the Google Maps 

webpage with the map you created.  
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Downloading a Google API Key to Embed a Google Map into a Webpage 

1. Go to http://code.google.com/ 

2. Click on APIs & Developer Tools 

3. Under Products (Featured) click on Google Maps API this will take you to the Google Maps API 

webpage (http://code.google.com/apis/maps) 

4. On the right-hand side of the screen, under How do I start?, click on Sign up for Google Maps 

API Key.  Note: you will have to know the URL of web site that you want to embed a map on.  

5. Read the Agreement and check the box that says you have read and agreed to the terms, then 

enter the URL of the web page you wish to embed a map on.  Click on Generate API Key (see 

illustration below) 

 
 

6. The following page should appear: 

http://code.google.com/
http://code.google.com/apis/maps
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7. For downloadable code and  troubleshooting tools related to Google Maps API go to 

http://code.google.com/apis/maps/documentation  (see illustration below)

 

 

For more information contact: 

Angela Gibson, GIS Specialist 

BL 223 

765-285-1097 

ASGibson2@bsu.edu 

 

 

Please complete this tutorial by filling out the user feedback form found at: 

http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/forms/gismaptutorialfeedback.php 

http://code.google.com/apis/maps/documentation
http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/forms/gismaptutorialfeedback.php

