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An Introduction to “Preservation What?”
This resource guide includes an introduction to the terminologies,
funding sources, governmental agencies and other organizations in‐
volved in historic preservation and cultural resource management.
First, let’s try to identify why people are interested in preservation. A
common response is, “I love old buildings!” But, why? Is it their
beauty? Is it their association with the past? In part, the answer is yes
to each of these questions. Winston Churchill once said, “We shape
our buildings, and afterwards our buildings shape us.” Quite simply,
buildings can evoke powerful images within all of us. It is this recogni‐
tion appreciation of a resource that leads many to pursue preservation.
However, this nostalgia for the past is only a small part of today’s moti‐
vation for preserving our built environment.
The preservation field has evolved into a dynamic tool for individuals,
agencies, and communities. To be sure, it is still used to promote local
history, but it is increasingly used to spur neighborhood development
and downtown revitalization. Even small investments in the historic
built environment can reap big rewards.
The goal of this booklet is to
introduce ideas, terminology
and resources that will facili‐
tate your pursuits in preser‐
vation. As a product of the
Center of Historic Preserva‐
tion at Ball State University,
much of the information re‐
lating to the state level will
reference Indiana, but similar
organizations are located in
every state.
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What is Historic Preservation?
Historic preservation is often used as a catchall term. It means differ‐
ent things to different people. For instance, the term is often used
when referring to “fixing up that old house.” In many instances, that is
adequate. However, the National Park Service and the Secretary of the
Interior, national leaders in the preservation field, have clearly defined
preservation. Likewise, they also differentiate between restoration,
rehabilitation, and reconstruction.
The following is a simplification of the Secretary of the Interior’s defini‐
tions.
For more information, visit: http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/
standards_guidelines.htm.
Preservation
Taking measures to maintain a buildings current state with limited
alterations.
Rehabilitation
Retaining those elements that define a building’s historical
significance while making certain allowance to alter a building to
promote its sustained use.
Restoration
Purposefully returning a building to a particular point in its history,
usually that of highest significance. May involve removing material
that was from another time or the reconstruction of features that
have been lost.
Reconstruction
New construction of a non‐surviving building with careful attention
paid to its defining elements.

Common Terminology
As in most fields, preserva‐
tionists have come to have
their own language. The fol‐
lowing is a brief guide to
some of the more commonly
used terms.
Adaptive Use – Reuse of an
old building for a new pur‐
pose. For example, a factory
building converted to office
space or a historic school repurposed as housing.
“Bricks and Mortar” – A term often associated with grant money used
in the physical rehabilitation of a structure (funds to buy material, for
example). One may hear that a grant is not for “bricks and mortar,”
meaning that it cannot be used for such uses, but rather for education,
advocacy, marketing, etc.
Central Business District – A community’s main commercial center,
such as a downtown.
Certificate of Appropriateness – Submitting a required form or other
paperwork and receiving approval from a local historic district review
board or the State Historic Preservation Office in order to complete
certain alterations to certain historic buildings. Usually only required if
the building is within a local historic district, is a local historic landmark,
or if the building owner is receiving state funds to complete the pro‐
ject. The approval process ensures that any work completed on the
building is compatible with its historic character.
Certified Historic Structure – A building listed on the National Register
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of Historic Places or a certified building that contributes to a National
Register historic district. Buildings not on the National Register or not
in a National Register historic district may also be deemed a certified
historic structure, but an application must be submitted through the
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and approved by the Secre‐
tary of the Interior.
Certified Local Government (CLG) – A CLG is a local government, certi‐
fied or approved by the State Historic Preservation Office in a joint ef‐
fort with the National Park Service. Subsequently, an historic review
board is appointed, overseeing the identification and alterations of his‐
toric resources in the community. Further, a CLG is to promote under‐
standing of historic preservation through education and community
planning.
Certified Rehabilitation – Certain tax credits are available for rehabili‐
tating historic buildings. (See more information in the funding section
later in this brochure.) The rehabilitation must be approved by the De‐
partment of the Interior in accordance with the Secretary of the Inte‐
rior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. (More information about these
standards is available later in this brochure.)
Character – The form, proportion, structure, plan, style or material of a
building that makes it significant.
Cultural Resource Management –
Administration or protection of cul‐
tural or historic properties, including
buildings, sites, districts or objects
that are significant to a community’s
history, architecture, archaeology, or
culture.
Demolition by Neglect – Failing to
maintain a building so that if falls into
such a state of disrepair that demoli‐
tion becomes necessary.

Easement – Legal protection
of a property or landscape
that prohibits alterations to its
historic character.
Entitlement Communities – A
designation by U.S. Depart‐
ment of Housing and Urban
Development that is needed in
order to obtain Community Development Block Grants, which local
government can use to rehabilitate historic structures and to fund
community development projects.
Feasibility Studies – Studies that examine a historic property and de‐
termine if it’s significance warrants the efforts and funds required to
preserve it.
Heritage Tourism – Relates to those individuals traveling to a place
with the intent of experiencing the area’s history through places, arti‐
facts, and events. The National Trust for Historic Preservation offers
basic how‐to information on implementing a successful heritage tour‐
ism program. The National Trust program is centered on five princi‐
ples: collaborate, find the fit, makes sites and programs come alive,
focus on quality and authenticity, and lastly, preserve and protect. For
more information visit: http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/
heritage‐tourism/.
Historic Context – The significance of a historic property based on the
cultural events that surrounded that property’s construction or period
of significance.
Historic Fabric – Remaining old physical material of a building or a
landscape.
Historic Preservation Planning – Master plans for the preservation of a
community or neighborhood.
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Historic Structure Report – A report
that includes a history of a building,
an analysis of condition and struc‐
tural issues, documentation through
photos and measured drawings, and
suggestions for restoration. Used
when planning to restore highly sig‐
nificant historic buildings.
Integrity – Retaining a significant
amount of historic physical material
and historic character.
Local Historic Districts – By enacting
an ordinance and designating an
area as a local historic district, a community recognizes the importance
of the area in relation to its past. Furthermore, the ordinance can in‐
clude provisions for an Historic Review Board, which will guide the
treatment of historic resources in the designated area.
National Main Street Program – A highly successful program of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation developed to use a down‐
town’s historic qualities in coordination with its local community in an
effort to revitalize economic growth. It is designed in such a way that a
community looks within to solve its problems. With each situation be‐
ing different, a basic four step approach has been successfully imple‐
mented for more than thirty years in cities all across America.
D – Design: Enhancing the physical appearance of a downtown
to make it more appealing to visitors. Often involves rehabilitating his‐
toric buildings and redesigning streetscapes.
O – Organization: Gaining support and buy‐in from local build‐
ing owners, business owners, governmental officials, non‐profit organi‐
zations, and other interested groups and individuals. Dividing work
among committees so that the task of revitalizing the downtown is not
left up to a small handful of people.
P – Promotion: Collaboratively promoting the downtown. De‐
veloping different, yet frequent, events that attract patrons to the

downtown environment.
E – Economic restructuring: Creating a strong economic base by
strengthening existing businesses and building opportunities for new
businesses. Conducting and following market research to help busi‐
nesses follow regional markets and consumer trends.
For more information visit: http://www.mainstreet.org/
National Register of Historic Places – An honorary list administered by
the National Park Service that is a catalog of public and private historic
properties that are deemed to be locally, regionally, or nationally sig‐
nificant. Inclusion on the list does not limit the owner’s rights to alter
the property, nor does the property need to be open to the public.
However, if the property is on the National Register or deemed eligible
and federal funding is being sought or used for some aspect of altera‐
tion including demolition, then the State Historic Preservation Office
must complete a review of that project.
For more information visit: http://www.nps.gov/nr/
Period of Significance – The time period during which a property was
important to local, state, or national history.
State Register of Historic Places – A
state list of significant historic prop‐
erties that is similar to the National
Register of Historic Places. In Indi‐
ana, the Indiana Register of Historic
Sites and Structures is maintained
by the Division of Historic Preserva‐
tion and Archaeology in the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources.
Inclusion on the National Register
automatically includes a listing on
the State Register. However, some
people chose only to list resources
on the State Register.
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Easements and Tax Incentives
The following list includes a wide variety of financial incentives that
promote participation in historic preservation projects. The list includes
tax incentives, grants and loans in varying amounts. Some are tailored
to meet the needs of individuals, while others are better suited for not‐
for‐profit organizations and governmental entities.

Easements
Easements come in three forms: façade easements, interior ease‐
ments, and development rights easements. Façade preservation ease‐
ments restrict the treatment of an exterior, so that demolition or nega‐
tive alteration cannot occur. Similarly, interior preservation easements
prevent the demolition or negative alteration of interior spaces. Devel‐
opmental rights ensure that negative alterations do not occur to the
site as whole. In essence, the owner of a property passes, via the ease‐
ment, the said area to a historic
trust. Once created, regardless of
ownership, the restrictions must be
adhered to – the easement does
not expire upon transfer of owner‐
ship.
Why would one want to create an
easement? For some, it is a way to
ensure the future treatment of a
historic property. In addition, the
owner receives a tax incentive for
placing the area in an easement.
For example, the value of the ease‐
ment may be used as a tax deduc‐
tion spread over up to six years,

ranging from 5‐15% of the historic structure’s value.
For more information on easements visit:
http://www.preservationeasement.org/conservation/
program_description.asp.

Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives
Rehabilitation Incentive Tax Credit (RITC) – This federal tax credit pro‐
gram is administered through a joint effort between the National Park
Service, the Internal Revenue Service and the State Historic Preserva‐
tion Offices. Two tax credits are available.
The first credit is for historic income‐producing properties; that is, com‐
mercial or rental properties. This credit equals 20% of qualified ex‐
penses related to a certified rehabilitation of a certified historic struc‐
ture. The rehabilitation costs must equal or exceed the value of the
building before the work begins. All work must follow the “Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties,” fed‐
eral standards that ensure that a building’s historic character is re‐
tained. If the building is not on the National Register of Historic Places,
it needs to be placed on the National Register within 30 months after
claiming the credit.
The second credit is for the rehabilitation of non‐historic, incoming‐
producing, non‐residential buildings that are placed in service prior to
1936; that is, pre‐1936 buildings that lack historic significance. Rental
housing does not qualify for this credit. The credit is equal to 10% of
qualified expenses related to the rehabilitation of non‐historic build‐
ings.
Low Income Tax Credit – This federal credit can be combined with the
federal Rehabilitation Incentive Tax Credit when the rehabilitation of a
historic structure will create affordable housing.
Before beginning any potential tax credit project, it is important to con‐
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tact the State Historic Preservation Office, whose contact information
appears later in this brochure.
For more information, visit: www.nps.gov/history/tax.htm

Indiana Historic Preservation Tax Credits
Indiana Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit (IHRTC) – This program is
very similar to the federal Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit. The tax
credit is equal to 20% of qualified costs related to the rehabilitation of
an income‐producing building that is listed on the Indiana Register of
Historic Sites and Structures. The rehabilitation investment must be at
least $10,000. The maximum credit allowed is $100,000 per project.
The Indiana 20% credit can be combined with the federal 20% RITC
credit.
Residential Historic Rehabilitation Credit (RHRC) – This program is for
the rehabilitation of owner‐occupied residential buildings that are
listed on the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures. The reha‐
bilitation investment must be at least $10,000.
Rehabilitation Tax Deduction – Building owners who rehabilitate his‐
toric buildings, whether commercial or residential, can qualify for this
tax deduction if the rehabilitation increases the assessed value of the
building.
Before beginning any
potential tax credit
project, it is impor‐
tant to contact the
State Historic Preser‐
vation Office, whose
contact information
appears later in this
brochure.

Grants and Loans
Many grants and loans are available to
help fund preservation projects. What
follows is a general overview of some
of the more prevalent grants used to
promote historic preservation. It can‐
not be stressed enough: contact the
foundation or organization ahead of
time, ask questions, and be creative
(think of ways that a grant could be
tailored to meet the needs of both the
grantor and the grantee). And finally,
even if denied for a grant – follow up
and ask why; it may be a simple mis‐
take that can easily be amended, lead‐
ing to a successful grant project.

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana (HLFI)
Indiana Preservation Grants
• Available to non‐profit organizations for professional architectural
and engineering feasibility studies or other preservation consulting
services
• Also available for organizational and fundraising projects
• Fund may not be used for physical restorations
• Will fund 80% of a project up to $2,500
Marion County Historic Preservation Fund
• Available to non‐profit organizations in Marion County who work to
preserve the built environment
• A joint venture of HLFI and the Indianapolis Foundation
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African American Heritage
Grants
• $500‐$2,500 available to
non‐profit organizations who
preserve and promote African
American heritage in Indiana
• Will fund 80% of the project
up to $2,500
Historic Preservation Education
Grants
• A joint venture of HLFI and the Indiana Humanities Council
• Up to $2,000 for educational projects related to historic properties
• Eligible projects include lectures, workshops, brochures, cultural
heritage tourism projects and educational publications
Legal Defense Fund
• Available to non‐profit organizations for up to $2,000 for legal fees
related to the preservation of historic properties
• Eligible activities include defending a local preservation ordinance,
enforcing covenants, or seeking an injunction to prevent the demoli‐
tion of a historic building
Statewide Revolving Loans
• For non‐profit organizations located outside of Marion County
• Fund can be used to purchase or restore endangered historic prop‐
erties
• Loans can be up to $60,000 with low interest terms for the first
three years
• A protective covenant is placed on the property upon completion
of the project
• Priority is given to buildings listed in or eligible for the National Reg‐
ister of Historic Places or contributes to a National Register district
Fund for Landmark Indianapolis Properties (FLIP) Loans
• Available to non‐profit organizations

• Funds can be used to purchase and restore endangered historic
buildings
• Loans can up be to $50,000 with low interest terms for the first
three years
• A protective covenant is placed on the property upon completion
of the project
For more information visit
http://historiclandmarks.org/Resources/Pages/GrantsLoans.aspx.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of His‐
toric Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA)
Historic Preservation Fund
• A federal program that is administered by the DHPA
• Usually, grants up to $50,000 are available
• 50/50 matching grants, or 70/30 matching grants if the funds are to
be used for a historic resource
survey
• Available to municipal gov‐
ernments, non‐profit organiza‐
tions and educational institutions
• Funds may be used for educa‐
tion projects, historic sites and
structures surveys for cities and
counties, National Register nomi‐
nations for historic districts, fea‐
sibility studies and historic struc‐
ture reports, archaeological pro‐
jects, and the acquisition and re‐
habilitation of historic properties
listed on the National Register
For more information, visit
www.in.gov/dnr/historic.htm

Preservation What?

Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT) –
Transportation Enhancement
(TE) Program
• Funds can be used for the
preservation of transportation‐
related structures and buildings or
historic transportation corridors
For more information, visit http://
www.in.gov/indot/

Indiana Office of Community
and Rural Affairs (OCRA)
Downtown Enhancement Grants
• Downtown Enhancement Grants were created to support commu‐
nity‐based planning, marketing and restoration efforts for communities
that participate in the Indiana Main Street program
• Projects must encourage economic development in the downtown
• Funds may also be used for promotional materials and façade reha‐
bilitations
• 50% matching funds are available up to $20,000

National Endowment for the Arts
On occasion, the National Endowment for the Arts will distribute grant
money to house museums.
For more information, visit http://www.nea.gov/

National Endowment for the Humanities
The National Endowment for the Humanities offers grants for the pres‐
ervation of historic properties and the conservation of archival collec‐

tions. Grant categories include fund‐raising challenge grants, grants
that support digital initiatives in the humanities, grants for planning
and implementing new humanities programs (museum exhibits, inter‐
pretive programs for historic sites, humanities‐based websites, etc.),
and grants that support research in the humanities. Although highly
competitive, the grants are also highly lucrative.
For more information, visit http://www.neh.gov/

National Park Service (NPS)
Preserve America Grants
• Grants available to communities that have been designated as Pre‐
serve American Communities by the National Park Service
• Funds can be used for heritage tourism, education and historic
preservation planning
• Matching funds are required
Save America’s Treasures
• Jointly administered through the National Trust for Historic Preser‐
vation, the National Park Service, the President’s Committee on the
Arts and Humanities and the federal cultural agencies
• Highly‐competitive grants for the preservation of nationally signifi‐
cant historic properties
• $125,000‐
$700,000 is available
to government agen‐
cies and non‐profit
organizations
American Battlefield
Protection
• Grants for govern‐
mental entities, non‐
profit organizations
and education institu‐
tions for the preser‐
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vation of historic battlefield grounds
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
• Funds available to historically black colleges and universities for the
preservation of historic campus buildings
Preservation Technology and Training
• Funds available to non‐profit organizations, universities and federal
agencies for historic preservation technology, research and training

National Trust Funding
National Trust Loan Fund (NTLF) – Offers two types of revolving loan
funds:
Inner City Ventures Fund
• Used to serve organizations or communities of low to moderate
income
National Preservation Loan Fund (NPLF)
• Ranges from assisting local and state revolving loan funds to Na‐
tional Landmarks
• Not available to individual home owners
• Contact your National Trust Regional Office for more information
National Preservation Endowment Preservation Fund (grant)
• $500‐5,000 matching grant for preservation projects or preserva‐
tion education
• Can also be used for preservation emergency intervention
Johanna Favrot Fund of Historic Preservation
• Matching grants ranging from $2,500 to $10,000
• Available to not‐for‐profit organizations and public agencies
• Funds can be used for professional advice, conferences, workshops,
and educational programs
• Individuals and for‐profit entities are eligible if the funds will go to‐
wards National Historic Landmarks

Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors
• $2,500‐10,000
• Available to not‐for‐profit organizations and public agencies
• For the preservation, restoration, and interpretation of historic in‐
teriors
• Individuals and for‐profit entities are eligible if the funds will go to‐
wards National Historic Landmarks
For more information, contact your National Trust Regional Office or
visit http://www.nationaltrust.org/funding/nonprofit.html

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)
• Allows entitlement communities to distribute HUD funds for urgent
community development needs
• Benefits low to moderate income communities
• Projects must help to prevent or eliminate slums or blight
• Can be used for historic preservation projects
For more information visit: http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/
communitydevelopment/programs/
Community Focus Funds (CFF)
• CFF Grants are funded with federal Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) dollars from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). The goal of the CFF program is to encourage com‐
munities with eligible populations to focus on long‐term community
development.
• The area to be served must have a substantial low‐ and moderate‐
income population
• Funds can be used for sewer and water projects, infrastructure re‐
lated to housing projects, downtown revitalization and historic preser‐
vation

Preservation What?

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
The “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic
Properties” are the benchmarks often used by preservationists to en‐
sure that historic properties are preserved, rehabilitated, restored or
reconstructed in manners that are sensitive to their historic character.
The rehabilitation standards are those that are used the most often,
since they must be followed when pursuing Rehabilitation Investment
Tax Credits. Standards for preservation, restoration and reconstruction
projects are also available, but we will only examine the rehabilitation
standards here.
The “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation” are as fol‐
lows:
•
•
•

•
•
•

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a
new use that requires minimal change to the defining characteris‐
tics of the building and its site and environment.
The historic character of a property shall be retained and pre‐
served. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features
and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.
Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time,
place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical devel‐
opment, such as adding conjectural features or architectural ele‐
ments from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.
Most properties change over time; those changes that have ac‐
quired historic significance in their own right shall be retained and
preserved.
Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or exam‐
ples of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be pre‐
served.
Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than re‐
placed.

•

•

•
•

•

Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a dis‐
tinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design,
color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, mate‐
rials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.
Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause
damage to historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning
of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest
means possible.
Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, miti‐
gation measures shall be undertaken.
New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction
shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features
to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environ‐
ment.
New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the es‐
sential form and integrity of the historic property and its environ‐
ment would be unimpaired.

For more information, visit www.nps.gov/history/standards
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Preservation Organizations and Agencies
A wide variety of federal, state and local government agencies and non
‐profit organizations work together to promote historic preservation.
The following information lists many of these players in the field of
preservation, along with information about their mission, programs,
and contact information.

American Association of Museums
In general, a collaboration of museums throughout the country devel‐
oped to set standards, share ideas, and set precedence for museums as
a whole. The Association can also offer information and guidance for
house museums, since many are historic structures.
For more information visit: http://www.aam‐us.org/

American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)
AASLH is a national organization that supports historical societies, his‐
tory museums, and others interested in local history. AASLH provides
advocacy, technical resources, periodicals covering news critical to the
field of local history, and professional development workshops and
seminars.
For more information, visit http://www.aaslh.org/
1717 Church Street, Nashville, TN 37203‐2991
Tel: 615.320.3203
Fax: 615.327.9013

Association of Indiana Museums
Similar to the American Association of Museums, but this association is
tailored specifically toward Indiana museums.

For more information visit: http://www.indianamuseums.org/
1575 Eye Street NW, Suite 400
Washington DC 20005
Tel: 202.289.1818
Fax: 202.289.6578

Association for Preservation Technology International
(APTI)
APTI is a membership organization that is dedicated to promoting the
best technological practices for preserving historic properties. They of‐
fer international conferences, publications covering advances in pres‐
ervation technology, training courses, and student scholarships to APTI
events. Local chapters, including the local Indiana chapter, also offer
local training workshops.
For more information, visit http://www.apti.org/
3085 Stevenson Drive, Suite 200
Springfield, IL 62703
Tel: 217.529.9039
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Center for Historic
Preservation,
Department of
Architecture,
Ball State University
The Center for Historic
Preservation is an out‐
reach arm of the nation‐
ally‐recognized graduate
program in historic pres‐
ervation and the Depart‐
ment of Architecture in the College of Architecture and Planning at Ball
State University. Graduate students work with cities, towns, state
agencies, Main Street programs, and heritage organizations, using his‐
toric preservation as a tool to promote economic development, to
build and strengthen community identity, and to improve quality of
life.
For more information, visit http://www.bsu.edu/chp/
Tel: 765.213.3540 x228

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana (HLFI)
HLFI is a private, member‐based non‐profit organization that advocates
for the preservation of Indiana’s heritage. Through a main office in In‐
dianapolis and several field offices across the state, HLFI provides lead‐
ership, advice, advocacy, education programs and publications, and
grants and loans that help preserve the built environment. It is ranked
as the largest private statewide preservation group in the United
States.
For more information, visit
http://www.historiclandmarks.org/Pages/default.aspx
340 West Michigan
Indianapolis, IN 46202‐3204
Tel: 800.450.4534

Indiana Department of Natural Resources; Indiana Division
of Historic Preservation and Archeology (DHPA)
The DHPA serves as Indiana’s State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).
The DHPA administers several state and federal grant and tax incentive
programs, promotes heritage preservation through public education
programs and administers state and federally mandated legislation.
The DHPA also administers the National Register of Historic Places and
the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures. The Division pro‐
motes education through initiatives geared towards such historic re‐
sources as archaeology, bridge, cemeteries, historic theaters, and the
Underground Railroad.
For more information, visit http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/
402 W. Washington Street, W274
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204‐2739
Tel: 317.232.1646
Fax: 317.232.0693

Indiana Department of Natural Resources,
Division of State Museum
and Historic Sites
This division of state government
owns and maintains several his‐
toric sites located across Indiana.
Each site is significant to the his‐
tory of Indiana. All sites are open
to the public. The sites range from
early state buildings, a bank, In‐
dian burial mounds, mansions, and
properties along the Whitewater
Canal.
For more information, visit
www.in.gov/ism/
StateHistoricSites.index.aspx
Preservation What?

Indiana Humanities Council
The Indiana Humanities Council is a non‐profit organization dedicated
to providing leadership and guidance in the humanities in Indiana. They
offer grants, a lending library and public forums. IHC also provides
teaching and learning resources to SmartDesktop, a web‐based service
provided by the Indiana Department of Education that has lesson
plans, learning activities, photos and videos, and other tools for the
classroom.
For more information, visit www.indianahumanities.org.
1500 North Delaware
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Tel: 317.638.1500

Indiana Main Street Program, Indiana Office of Community
and Rural Affairs
The Indiana Main Street Program strives to help communities revitalize
their historic downtowns following the same Four‐Point Approach as
the National Main Street program. (For more information, see the Na‐
tional Main Street program listing in the “terminology” section of this
booklet.) Indiana Main Street offers training workshops, technical assis‐
tance, and several grants for Main Street communities.
For more information, visit: http://www.in.gov/ocra/index.htm
Tel: 317.232.8910

League of Historic American Theaters
This national organization was founded to promote and educate the
public of the importance of historic theaters. It feels that theaters, be‐
ing places of public assembly, are vital to the development of our heri‐
tage and need their own voice. The league offers advice on rescuing
and rehabilitating theaters in North America. Although it does not di‐
rectly award grant money or funds, it is an invaluable tool for educa‐
tion and can aid in gaining grant funds from the National Endowment

for the Arts.
For more information visit: http://www.lhat.org/
334 N. Charles Street, 2nd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201 USA
Tel: 410.659.9533
Toll‐free: 877.627.0833
Fax: 410.837.9664

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
The NEA is a federal, public agency dedicated to supporting the arts
and is the largest funder of arts programs in the United States. While
historic resources themselves may not directly benefit from NEA
grants, the organizations they house can benefit, such as theatre
groups, dance troupes and museums.
For more information, visit http://www.nea.gov/
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20506‐0001
Tel: 202.682.5400

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Like the NEA, the NEH is a federal, public agency dedicated to support‐
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ing the humanities and is the largest funder of humanities programs in
the United States. NEH promotes excellence in the humanities by offer‐
ing several grant programs, which are discussed in the “Grants and
Loans” section of this booklet.
For more information, visit http://www.neh.gov/
1100 Pennsylvania, NW
Washington, DC 20506
Tel: 800.NEH.1121

National Park Service
The National Park Service is the federal government agency that sets
the standards for preservation standards and oversees several preser‐
vation programs. The most popular of these programs are listed below.
For a complete list, visit the NPS website at www.nps.gov. The National
Park Service also administers several financial incentives that are listed
above in the “Tax Incentives and Easements” and “Grants and Loans”
sections.
Heritage Documentation Programs – The National Park Service admin‐
isters HABS (Historic American Buildings Survey), HALS (Historic Ameri‐
can Landscape Survey), and HAER (Historic American Engineering Re‐
cords). These programs document historic buildings, structures and
landscapes with photography, written histories, and measured draw‐
ings. This documentation is stored at the Library of Congress, but much
of it can be viewed through a searchable database at http://
memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/.
National Register – The National Park Service maintains the National
Register of Historic Places, a catalog of public and private historic prop‐
erties that are deemed to be locally, regionally, or nationally signifi‐
cant. Inclusion on the list does not limit the owner’s rights to alter the
property, nor does the property need to be open to the public. How‐
ever, if the property is on the National Register or deemed eligible and
federal funding is being sought or used for some aspect of alteration
including demolition, then the State Historic Preservation Office must

complete a review of that project.
Travel Itineraries – In response to the growing field of cultural heritage
tourism, the National Park Service developed the “Discover Our Shared
Heritage Travel Itinerary Series.” Each itinerary includes a description
of an area’s significance to American history, information about his‐
toric sites that are open to the public and interactive maps. View the
itineraries at www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/index.htm.
Publications – The National Park Service has published several booklets
related to the management of cultural resources, including museum
management, preservation planning, archaeology, and federal preser‐
vation laws. Many full‐text items are available online at www.nps.gov/
history/publications.htm.
Preservation Briefs—Includes more than forty articles that cover many
issues related to the preservation and maintenance of historic build‐
ings. For example, briefs discuss such issues as the use of proper mor‐
tar for historic buildings, historic window repair, and the use of awn‐
ings on historic properties. Preservation Briefs are available online at
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm
Preservation Tech Notes – Includes more than forty‐five articles ad‐
dressing the technical aspects of maintaining and preserving historic
resources. Many of the Preservation Tech Notes are available online at
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/technotes/tnhome.htm

The National Trust for Historic Preservation
The National Trust is a private, membership‐based non‐profit organiza‐
tion that advocates for the preservation of our historic resources. The
Trust offers advice, leadership, educational materials, training services,
grants, and consulting services.
The National Trust also oversees the National Main Street program,
developed to revitalize downtowns and encourage economic growth.
Their website offers a wealth of information from funding sources to
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job listings, information for owners of historic homes, tips for making
historic buildings “green,” and case studies that cover an array of pres‐
ervation‐related issues.
For more information, visit http://www.nationaltrust.org/
1785 Massachusetts Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: 292.588.6000

PreserveNet ‐ http://www.preservenet.cornell.edu/
index.cfm
A website created by Michael Tomlan and Bill Pick of Cornell Univer‐
sity. The site is dedicated to information for preservationists, such as
job postings, users forums, and information about preservation laws.

Preservation What?

“Preservation What?” was produced and printed by
the Center for Historic Preservation.

The Center for Historic Preservation is an outreach arm of the nationally-recognized
graduate program in historic preservation and the Department of Architecture in
the College of Architecture and Planning at Ball State University. Graduate students
work with cities, towns, state agencies, Main Street programs, and heritage organizations, using historic preservation as a tool to promote economic development, to
build and strengthen community identity and to improve quality of life.
For more information, contact the Center:

The Center for Historic Preservation at Ball State University
650 W. Minnetrista Boulevard
Muncie, Indiana 47303
765-213-3540, ext. 228

www.bsu.edu/chp
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