
Over 100 people were present at the 

Kwanzaa celebration on December 2, 

2010 at 5:30pm in Kinghorn Hall’s 

Multipurpose room. It was a day of 

great joy as students met to celebrate 

this holiday. Kwanzaa is a weeklong 

celebration held from December 26th to 

January 1st. It is an African-American 

holiday about the festival of the first 

harvest of the crops of. Kwanzaa comes 

from the phrase “matunda ya kwanza” 

which means fist fruits in Swahili, an 

East African language. This            

celebration often includes songs,   

dancing, African drums, storytelling, 

poetry, family gathering, and the     

Kinara, the candle holder. It is         

celebrated for seven days, and each day 

honors a different principle. It is      

believed that these principles have 

been the key to building strong,       

productive families and communities in 

Africa. These principles are unity,                              

self-determination, collective work and 

responsibility, cooperative economics, a 

sense of purpose, creativity, and faith.  

The students lit seven candles that     

represented the seven guiding principles 

and stayed after the Kwanzaa ceremony 

to enjoy homemade food that was       

prepared by both students and staff. 

They fellowshipped and ate from the  

variety of food that was served.            

This included: corn bread, mashed         

potatoes, pecan pie, sweet potato pie, and 

a large selection of African foods. It was 

an interactive and memorable time for      

everyone who attended.  

The night ended with an extremely            

empowering meditation. “Let us not     

engage the world hurriedly. Let us not 

grasp at the rope of wealth impatiently. 

That which should be treated with mature 

judgment, Let us not deal with in a state 

of anger. When we arrive at a cool place, 

Let us rest fully; Let us give continuous 

attention to the future; and let us give 

deep consideration to the consequences of 

things. And this because of our           

passing”(Odu Ifa meditation). 

A special thanks to everyone who made 

this event possible!  
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The Multicultural Center has             

introduced a new program this     

semester: Spanish Conversation 

Hour! The first one of the year took 

place Friday, January 28th at 

1:00pm at the Multicultural Center. 

Students spent an hour practicing 

their Spanish and getting to know 

each other in a fun and interactive 

atmosphere. Many of them shared 

their excitement about this new   

program since they are now able to    

perfect their Spanish conversational 

skills.  

If you are interested in practicing 

your Spanish and meeting other 

Spanish speakers, join us for our next 

conversation hours: 

Friday, February 11th at 1:00pm  

Friday, February 25th at 1:00pm  

Friday, March  25th at 1:00pm 

Friday, April 8th at 1:00pm.  

¡Trae a un amigo y practica tu        

Español con nosotros!  

Bring a friend and practice your 

Spanish with us!  

We hope to see you there.  

 

Every month a student is     

highlighted on our cultural   

newsletter for their leadership 

skills, exceptional involvement 

at Ball State University and 

their contributions to our      

Excel mentoring program. This 

month we have the pleasure of 

introducing you to Dairick 

Wade.  

Dairick is from Cincinnati, 

Ohio and is currently a freshman at Ball State             

University majoring in legal studies. He is involved 

in the Black Student Association, The Mixx, Mock 

Trial, Ball State Marching Band and Basketball 

Band, and took part of this year’s 

2011 Unity   Pageant. When asked 

what was his favorite aspect of the 

Excel  program he replied, “The           

camaraderie that is within the 

group. I came to Ball State         

knowing absolutely no one and I 

am very glad that the first        

African-American people that I 

met on campus were the Excel 

members and mentors.” One of the 

things he has enjoyed the most 

about Ball State is the people he 

has met. Although he experienced 

a difficult time transitioning to 
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college and managing his time,  

he successfully maintained              

exceptional grades. Dairick is 

truly an example to other          

students. We are excited to see    

his future achievements and          

contributions to this campus as   

he embarks his remaining three 

years. We would also like to     

congratulate him on being        

selected the Prince of 2011 Unity 

Pageant!  

  

 

Unity Week Memories!  

Brandin posed with Dr. 

Mary Frances Berry 

Unity Week was an exciting time for most students. Here are 

some of the pictures from the events!   

MLK Unity March  Unity Pageant 
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Living Dr. Kings Dream in the 21st Century!  

Dr. Mary Frances Berry visited Ball State 

University on Tuesday, January 18th at 

7:00pm in commemoration of Martin     

Luther King Jr. She spoke on using today's 

political process for accomplishing            

Dr. King’s dream in the 21st Century. Dr. 

Mary had the honor of knowing Dr. King 

and fought along his side during the Civil 

Rights movement. She motivated many of 

us to continue his legacy in today's society.  
The Multicultural Center will like to thank 

Voices of Triumph for opening the event 

with their powerful performance! 

Martin Luther King’s Unity March  
Students met with a purpose on 

Monday, January 17th at 3:00pm. 

Students, staff, and community 

members all walked on McKinley 

Avenue in remembrance of Martin 

Luther King’s dream. Thousands of 

people joined throughout the nation 

to participate in this march, and so 

did the Muncie community.  

Although years have passed, this 

march remembers the past, but also 

looks to the future.  

Heritage Film Series: An African-American Quest for 

Authenticity   

On Wednesday, January 26th at 

7:00pm in Pruis Hall, the                

Multicultural Center featured their 

monthly Heritage Film Series. In 

light of Unity Week, An African 

American Quest for Authenticity was 

shown. This documentary is about 21 

trailblazing repatriates who left 

America to return and live an       

authentic and  fulfilling life in 

Ghana, West Africa. The film reveals 

the peace and freedom these          

African-Americans feel now that they 

are living in of the land of their    

ancestors. A great aspect of the  

documentary is that it dispels many 

myths about Africa and captures the 

true spirit, challenges, and joys of 

these repatriates as they reconnected 

to their Motherland - Africa.   

The students were shown a newer 

and extended version of the       

documentary. The producer, Cindy 

Ball,  and her husband Wes Barnard 

were also present at the event to 

share about the making of the film 

and to answer questions. It was a             

motivational night as African and 

African-American students shared 

how they felt proud of their heritage.  

Together they discussed their experiences 

in America and in Africa. Cindy Ball      

describes herself as an educator and healer 

of the heart. She uses her digital story    

telling to “inspire, and engage audiences to 

discuss topics that draw us close to        

together as a human race.” Her mission 

and desire was definitely accomplished 

that night.  Thank you Cindy Ball and Wes 

Barnard for coming! Your passion           

motivated our students to look at life in a 

different angle.  



To Contact The Multicultural Center; Call: 765-285-1344   or   E-mail: mc2@bsu.edu 

Date/Time Event Location/Sponsor 

2/2/2011  

12:00pm 

Cultural Exchange:                             

Khazakstan with Natalya Pak 

Student Center 102 - Yuhas Room                                   

Sponsored by the Rinker Center for               

International Programs 

2/4/2011   

12:00pm 

Cultural Lunch- “Food and Thought” Multicultural Center                                

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center   

2/8/2011  

7:00pm 

Black History Month Event:            

Book Club- “Men’s Health” 

Multicultural Center                                      

Sponsored by the Black Student Association  

2/9/2011  

12:00pm 

Cultural Exchange:                             

Saudi Arabia with Huda Al Herz 

Student Center 102 - Yuhas Room                                   

Sponsored by the Rinker Center for               

International Programs 

2/10/2011  

2:00pm 

Black History Month Event:            

“Teach them Young”   

Buley Center                                                  

Sponsored by the Black Student Association  

2/11/2011 

1:00pm 

Spanish Conversation Hour Multicultural Center                                        

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center  

2/11/2011  

7:00pm 

Black History Month Event:            

Movie & Discussion  

Multicultural Center                                  

Sponsored by the Black Student Association  

2/16/2011   

3:00pm 

Perspectives Discussion:                   

The “N-word”- Has it Been Buried? 

Multicultural Center                                        

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center  

2/2/2011  

6:00pm 

Black History Month Event:            

Willie Lynch Project- “Love &                

Relationships”  

Student Center Cardinall Hall                    

Sponsored by the Black Student Association  

2/17/2011 

4:00pm  

Minority Student Networking           

Reception  

Worthern Arena                                          

Sponsored by the Career Center and the    

Multicultural Center  

2/17/2011 

7:00pm  

Poetic Summit Program:               

Night of African-American Poetry  

Student Center Tally                               

Sponsored by Poetic Summit   

2/23/2011  

12:00pm 

Cultural Exchange:                             

Bermuda with Dave Thomas  

Student Center 102 - Yuhas Room                                   

Sponsored by the Rinker Center for               

International Programs 

2/23/2011 

7:00pm 

Heritage Film Series: Eyes on the 

Prize Documentary “Ain’t Scared of 

Your Jails”  

AJ 175                                                             

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center  

2/24/2011  

12:00pm 

Multi Table at the Atrium  AJ Atrium                                                         

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center  

2/25/2011 

1:00pm 

Spanish Conversation Hour  Multicultural Center                                        

Sponsored by the Multicultural Center  

2/26/2011 

8:00am 

Indiana Latino Leadership Conference Student Center                                                     

Sponsored by the Latino Student Union   

2/27/2011  

6:00pm 

Black History Month Event:            

“Move, Journey Through Blacks”  

Pruis Hall                                                      

Sponsored by the Black Student Association  

Ball State University Multicultural Events - February 2011 

Page 4 


