
Dr. Lindsey Blom spent her time bringing 
in the New Year a little differently this 
year. Blom who is an Assistant Professor 
of Sport and Exercise Psychology at Ball 
State University was the Project Director 
for the trip to Jordan for the Soccer for 
Peace and Understanding. Five others 
joined Dr. Blom on this trip to Jordan in-
cluding, Dr. Lawrence Gerstein, George 
and Frances Ball Distinguished Professor 
of Psychology, Director of the Center for 
Peace and Conflict Studies, Ball State 
University, peace and conflict resolution 
expert; Dr. Lawrence Judge, Associate 
Professor, Athletic Coaching Education, 
Ball State University, fitness testing ex-
pert; Mr. Steve Franklin, Director of Edu-
cation for the Indiana Soccer Association, 
soccer coach; Mr. Charlie Wiles, Director 
of the Center for Interfaith Cooperation, 
Indianapolis, peace and conflict resolu-
tion and interfaith expert; Dr. Edward 
Curtis IV, Millennium Chair of the Liberal 
Arts and Professor of Religious Studies 
at Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis, Jordan expert. 

 

Blom explains, “Soccer for Peace and 
Understanding is a collaborative effort to 
jointly teach peaceful living skills and im-
prove soccer skills. The project has a two
-pronged approach. Jordanian and Amer-
ican coaches will be exposed to different 
methods to teach technical and tactical 
skills to the athletes. The coaches will 
also receive instructions on peaceful liv-
ing skills and how the skills can be incor-
porated into the athlete’s actions both on 

and off the field. The second prong is to 
expose Jordanian youth participants to 
different technical and tactical soccer 
skills while also teaching conflict resolu-
tion. As with the coaches, the conflict 
resolution skills will be presented as ap-
plicable to behavior both on and off the 
field.” 

 

The group was there from December 30 
to January 8. Dr. Blom says her favorite 
parts of this trip were “meeting coaches 
who have a similar passion for soccer 
and developing athletes as productive 
and peaceful citizens; playing soccer 
with the athletes; floating in the Dead 
Sea (on our day off); watching our team 
work well together and play off each 
others’ strengths.” 

 

For Part II of this project in May, the 
group looks forward to bringing 12 Jor-
danian coaches who participated in Part 
I to the United States. Blom shares that 
“this trip will include visits to cultural and 
sporting related facilities in Indianapolis, 
a soccer seminar with Indiana and Jor-
dan coaches at Ball State University, 
trips to Columbus, OH and Chicago, IL 
for MLS games, peace and conflict reso-
lution activities organized by the Center 
for Interfaith Cooperation, Peace Learn-
ing Center and Ball State Center for 
Peace and Conflict Studies, and a de-
velopmental soccer day with the Indiana 
Soccer Association.” 
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Thursday, February 9 

• Social Justice League Meeting 

5:00PM at the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (310 N. McKinley Ave.) For more  

Information, contact sjl@bsu.edu. 

 

Monday, February 13 

• Free the Slaves—Fair Trade Sale 

11:00AM-2:00PM in the TC concourse 

 

• OXFAM America Meeting 

6:00PM in WB 139. For more information, contact oxfambsu@gmail.com. 

 

 

Tuesday, February 14 

• Free the Slaves—Fair Trade Sale 

11:00AM-2:00PM in the TC concourse 

 

• Free the Slaves Meeting  

9:00PM  in Bracken Library 404. For more information, contact freetheslaves@gmail.com. 

Schedule of events— on campus  

A new view  

The Interns at the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (Kelly, Dennis, Rachael & Mary) will 

be  sharing their experiences throughout the semester on a blog. They invite you to follow 

along with them as they write about what they are doing, books they are reading, and their 

overall experience this semester interning at the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies. The 

link for the blog is:  

bsupeacecenter.wordpress.com 
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Schedule of events— OFF campus  

Wednesday, February 8 

[Indianapolis] A hearing in US Federal Court asking for a preliminary injunction to stop work on several as-

pects of I-69 because of law violations will take place in Courtroom 216 at the Federal Building/Courthouse, 

46 E. Ohio, a suit backed by Citizens for Appropriate Rural Roads, the I-69 Accountability Project, and allies.  

For more info, visit carri69.org or contact Thomas & Sandra Tokarski at carr@bluemarble.net or 812-825-

9555 or 800-515-6936. 

[Bloomington] Hoosiers for a Commonsense Health Plan will hold their general monthly meeting at 5:30 pm 

First United Methodist Church, 219 E. 4. For more info, visit hchp.info or email Robert Stone or Karen Green 

Stone at rstone@hchp.info 

 

Thursday, February 9 

[Indianapolis] Innovate Indy Education Reform Discussion Group will meet at 6:30 pm at the Big Car Service 

Center, 3900 Lafayette Rd. in Lafayette Square Mall just north of Don's Guns (see below).  This third meeting 

will continue a critique/discussion concerning the current Mind Trust Plan for IPS. The issues around parents 

opting out of the ISTEP test will also be discussed. For info, contact Mike at 748-6818 or m-

sage@comcast.net 

 

Friday, February 10 

[Indianapolis] The weekly vigil protesting warfare will take place, 4:30-5:30 pm, in front of the Federal Build-

ing, North and Pennsylvania, sponsored by the Indianapolis Peace and Justice Center.  Bring an appropriate 

sign or have one provided.  For more info, phone Gilbert Kuhn at 926-3068 or email Ron Haldeman at ron-

jane@igc.org 

 

Saturday, February 11 

[Nashville] There will be a Peace Vigil on the theme "War Is Not The Answer!" at 6 pm at Brown County 

Courthouse, Main and Van Buren Streets sponsored by Women's International League for Peace and Free-

dom (Brown County branch). For more info, contact Tom Hougham at 878-4210 or annntom@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday, February 12 

[Indianapolis] Indianapolis Chapter of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) will meet, 2-4 pm, 

in W125 (West Entrance 4) of St. Luke's United Methodist Church, 100 W. 86.  A presentation will follow con-

fidential sharing time. For more info, email Annette Gross at Schwester26@comcast.net 

[Indianapolis] Dignity Indianapolis, a Catholic GLBT and friends group, will hold its monthly Mass and pitch-in 

meal at 6 pm at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, Illinois and W. 46.  For more information, visit dig-

nityindy.com or email Marvin Wagner at rita_marvin@sbcglobal.net 

 

Monday, February 13 

[Columbus] CPF/FOR - Columbus Peace Fellowship will meet at noon in the Reeves Room of First Presby-

terian Church, 512 Seventh.  For more info, email Sarah Grey at sarahgrey@att.net 
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Featured Blog  

Showcased below is a blog from the Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies class [ID 301].  This course pro-

vides students with an overview of the Peace and Conflict Studies discipline, including key concepts and related 

theories.  The course is designed to familiarize students with the historical background of various peace move-

ments, to analyze principles used to resolve conflict, and to provide a view of how peace and conflict resolution 

are being pursued today. A blog from this class will be featured each week in the newsletter. This week’s blog is 

written by  Angelina Zulas: 

“Just” War 

The first excerpt of this reading found in Barash, written by Falk entitled “Defining a Just War,” makes me think 

of the incident that occurred in the vicinity of Ball State early this past weekend. On Friday, a criminal was 

gunned down on a sting operation. Two undercover policemen were to meet the criminal at the Village Pantry 

gas station in order to apprehend him. It ended in the death of the criminal after an estimated exchange of at 

least 13 gun shots. Now, our bad guy did shoot at the policemen first, justifying the retaliation of our MPD, but 

the amount of bullet casings left on the scene  seems to negate this justification. This man could have been ap-

prehended by one good shot and have survived to serve his sentence. Falk discusses what justifies military ac-

tion and we as a country have seemed to fall short in regarding moral obligations in order to be victorious. One 

may argue that this criminal was a major threat to the community being armed, but with the correct approach, he 

could have been apprehended without submitting the general public to such dangerous conditions. The civilians, 

mainly university students, were completely open to this incident that went out of control. The principle of propor-

tionality was ignored on Friday as the force of the policemen surpassed the desired result of the situation. 

Pape’s selection on suicide terrorism began with our misunderstanding of Muslim societies. It is hard to hear 

people direct their anger from previous suicide bombings and attacks onto those who are innocent bystanders. I 

have a new found friend from Afghanistan who has confided in me on numerous occasions of the disdain and 

disregard he experiences daily because of the way he looks and speaks. Our media, however, has installed in 

our brains this contempt for these people. We are mere victims as well. 

Pape’s excerpt reaffirmed for me the disconnect between suicide terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism. Religion 

is simply a device – a means to an end. Most attacks are traced back to political or military campaigns. Democ-

racy is a main target for these attacks with a strategic objective working to maintain self determination. These 

incidences are so mind boggling and frightening because of the attackers’ willingness to die and I think this is 

why we relate it back to religion. This is a true devotion to motivate a change. And in this relation, we are content 

in generalizing for our personal sanity and security. We might as well put up a wall to all of those who physically 

match the terrorists. There is more than religion and compliance in these attacks. To combat the efforts of these 

terrorists, as Pape stated, we must “understand the strategic, social, and individual logic of suicide terrorism. 

It is outrageous the addiction we have to war. We are constantly concerned with maintaining security and not 

just our own but that of everyone else’s as well. There is a serious deficit in the arrangement of our govern-



If you would like for your events to be included in this newsletter, please contact Mary Conley 
meconley@bsu.edu. 

DISCLAIMER: The events described in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies. 

ment’s spending and objectives.  As Addicted to War presents, the U.S. emphasized the right for every country to control 

its own destiny but interpreted such as their right rule much more than just itself. In relation to understanding suicidal 

terrorism, we are so compelled to get our talons sunk into the problems and destinies of others. Why the obsession? We 

are obsessed with power and still see ourselves as we did in the 1800s, as superiors. As consumers and in constant 

hopes of motivating our economy, we are obsessed with prosperity. 

In browsing the Hiroshima Peace Media website, I found an interesting article on the perspective of 2012. Nuclear wea-

ponry is being furthered despite the promise of thwarting it. “Hiroshima for Global Peace” plan suggests that joined forc-

es, the threat of nuclear terrorism can be reduced. The people of Hiroshima faced the most devastating of international 

warfare. Their efforts to find peace in a world so obsessed with power is humbling. To find a balance between the ap-

proaches of pacifism, legalism, militarism, and limiting means & ends would mean more than justification. It would be 

holistic in approach and gain an equilibrium across the board. 

Let’s be honest with ourselves; there is no such thing as a just war with the differing of perspectives maintained by any 

party involved. The variety in aspects cannot allow a total justification. 

“A ”just war” is hospitable to every self-deception on the part of those waging it, none more than the certainty of virtue, 
under whose shelter every abomination can be committed with a clear conscience.” – Alexander Cockburn 
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Featured Blog  


