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From the Director…

new acquistions in the galleries
Art museums tend to move at a majestic pace. A gift from
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the estate of Virginia Ball several years ago of a two-part
1914 bronze sculpture by Paul Manship, the Indian Hunter
and Pronghorn Antelope (pages 2 & 3), put in motion a first
time exhibition of our small but distinguished collection of
art themed around the American West. We expanded the
scope of the exhibition twice, first to include a selection of
Native American crafts made in encounters with the settlers
of the Western Territories, and again to include the more
frankly nostalgic cowboy art from the collection of Leland
and LaRita Boren. The result is the exhibition opening in
May called Nostalgia for an American West.
We can’t feature every acquisition with a special
exhibition; there are regular and spectacular additions that quietly take their place without fanfare.
Some are featured in the following pages. Frequent museum visits will reward you with quiet surprises
as the collection subtly shifts to accommodate new arrivals, or sometimes just a painting moved from
storage to its rightful place in the galleries.
Even as we are gathering material to summarize in a report for the current year, just a short time ago
we made available online the Museum of Art’s report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006. This is
available on our web site www.bsu.edu/artmuseum. On our home page, look for the icon that will lead
you to the report. We feel that in a technologically driven university, this is the best way to reach the
maximum audience.
Peter F. Blume
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Cuffs, Crow or Blackfoot people, about 1930, Gift of David T. Owsley, on view in Nostalgia for an American West
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On view May 11 through August 19, 2007

nostalgia for an american west
Capturing a unique moment in American history, Nostalgia for an American West, is a
thought-provoking exhibition that focuses on romantic vistas and cowboy heroes, images of
the American Indian as seen through white eyes, and selections of Native American art and
handicrafts that reflect the emerging cultural dialog between Indians and white settlers.
Selected works of art from the private collection of Leland and LaRita Boren, make up one
part of the tripartite exhibition. The Borens are collectors of cowboy art, most made after
World War II, Director Peter Blume said.
“We can see in many of these works of art a nostalgia for an earlier and idealized history
of the American West,” Blume said.
Other features include works from the museum’s collection, including paintings by
Frank Tenney Johnson and bronze sculptures by Paul Manship and Cyrus Edwin Dallin.
A third aspect of the exhibition includes crafts of Native American artists selected to give
a sense of the dialog Native Americans were having with the white settlers.
“These items were designed for trade or made with materials furnished by European settlers,
often incorporating motifs like American flags,” Blume said.
Indian and Eagle, Carl Paul Jennewein, 1929,
Frank C. Ball Collection, partial gift and promised gift of the Ball
Brothers Foundation, on view in Nostalgia for an American West

On view through August 12, 2007

70th anniversary exhibition
As the summer wanes, museum visitors will have one last chance
to catch a glimpse of where the museum collection began in 1936.
Since opening in March, visitors have had the opportunity to view
works of art that reflect the era in which the museum first opened.
Selections from the museum’s original collection are included, as
are works of art that have been more recently acquired but are from
the same time period.
A special Friday with Friends event is scheduled from 5 to 7 pm
May 18 to offer a final 30s-themed toast to the Museum of Art’s
70th anniversary celebration.
The exhibition includes such diverse works of art as an
Overbeck Pottery vase, made in Cambridge City, Indiana,
a gift from Frank C. Ball, and photographs of rural America
made by Arthur Rothstein for the federal government’s
Farm Security Administration.
Director Peter Blume said the 70th Anniversary Exhibition
is a true reflection of the era, and a reflection of the museum’s
early dedication to selectivity in the works of art it chose to
obtain and display.

House with Rain Barrel, Edward Hopper, 1936,
Elisabeth Ball Collection,
Gift of the George and Frances Ball Foundation,
on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
summer

may
9 wednesday • Noon

june
9 saturday

Alliance Luncheon & Program*

Friends of the Museum:
Coach Trip to the Toledo Museum of Art

Program: Images of the Recumbent Christ in Spanish
Baroque Sculpture, presented by Ilenia Colón Mendoza,
assistant professor art history and design, Indiana
University Purdue University, Indianapolis
Prospective Alliance members free; Aliance Members $10.*

11

friday • Exhibition opening
Nostalgia for an American West

14 monday • First Summer Session begins
18 friday • 5 - 7:00 pm
Friday with Friends
Celebrate the 1930s with a final toast to the museum’s
70th year and view new exhibitions. Live music by
Myles Ogea. Light hors d’oeuvres and cash bar.

28 monday • Museum closed for Memorial Day
Alliance field trip, June 13, features
Fireworks of Glass, Dale Chihuly, 2006,
at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis

Visit the world-renowned glass pavilion, active
glassmaking studio space, and more.
Friends members, $89.99; non-members, $100.
Breakfast included. Information and registration
form at www.bsu.edu/artmuseum/bustours
or call 765.285.5242.

13

wednesday
Alliance Field Trip*
Meet at the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis to
view Dale Chihuly’s Fireworks and enjoy a tour
with the director of collections, Sheila Riley.
Alliance members $35; non-members $45.
Registration with payment due by Friday, May 25.
Tour admission and lunch included; transportation
on your own. Information and registration form at
www.bsu.edu/artmuseum/chihuly or call 765.285.5242.

15
18

friday • First Summer Session ends
monday • Second Summer Session begins

Farmer and Sons Walking
in the Face of a Dust Storm,
Arthur Rothstein, 1936,
Museum purchase, on view
in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
summer
july
1 sunday

• 2 - 4:30 pm

American West Family Day
See artist demonstrations of Western and Native American
crafts, enjoy evocative refreshments, and make related art
in a relaxed, informal environment. All ages welcome.
Supported by the Muncie Art Student’ League.

4
20

tuesday • Museum closed for Independence Day
friday • Second Summer Session ends

august
20 monday • Fall semester begins
25 sunday • 7 - 9:00 pm
16th Annual Quad Bash
The Museum of Art joins in the university occasion
to welcome back students with fun activities, free
art posters and complimentary refreshments.
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
* The cost to join the Ball State University of Museum of Art
Alliance is $15 for Friends members, $40 for non-members.

Clouds-Santa Monica #291,Edward Weston, 1936,
Gift: Works Progress Administration Allocation,
on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Indian Hunter and Pronghorn Antelope, Paul Manship, 1914, Gift of the estate of Virginia B. Ball, on view in Nostalgia for an American West
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15th century sculptures

among recent museum acquisitons
Through the generosity of David T. Owsley, the Ball State University Museum of Art has recently
acquired two 15th century wooden sculptures. Purchased at auction in January, the sculptures are
part of an artistic genre with which many people are unfamiliar.
Sculpted in southern Germany during a period known for powerfully realist work in wooden
altarpieces, the figures are of an unknown saint and a Madonna and Child. They originally resided in
churches, but the Protestant Reformation brought about a wave of iconoclasm that led to the destruction
of many religious works of art.
“Many religious images in churches were destroyed or dismantled in Germany,” said Director Peter Blume.
“Those that did survive haven’t been studied much.”
The standing male saint is in the style of Hans Multscher, renowned as both a sculptor and painter
in the southern German region of Swabia. He has a bright painted finish as he would have originally
and is presently on view in the renaissance gallery.
The Madonna is also perhaps Swabian and will be on view later this year. She is standing, holding an
alert, upright, infant Christ on her left arm. Her hair falling in long tresses over her shoulders, she stands
on the crescent moon. The Christ Child holds an orb in His extended right hand. The sculpture is mostly
stripped of its original polychrome and gilt decoration, as is typical of sculpture of this period.
Both sculptures are of lindenwood, a soft wood which was readily available to sculptors in
southern Germany.
Left: Madonna and Child, Southern German (perhaps Swabian), about 1490, Purchase: David T. Owsley gift via
the Alconda-Owsley Foundation, Margaret Ball Petty Memorial Fund, and Lucy Ball Owsley Memorial Fund
Right: Male Saint, Circle of Hans Multscher, second half 15th century, Purchase: David T. Owsley gift via the
Alconda-Owsley Foundation, Margaret Ball Petty Memorial Fund, and Lucy Ball Owsley Memorial Fund
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Friday, May 18, 2007

friday with friends
Join friends and colleagues for a free after-work event as the Museum
of Art hosts Friday with Friends from 5 to 7 pm May 18. Food and
entertainment will feature a 1930s theme to correspond with the
70th Anniversary Exhibition on view in the Brown Study Room.
The much anticipated winning slogan from the museum’s recent
contest will be announced during the evening. Entertainment by
Myles Ogea, light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar will be available for guests.
Bring your friends and encourage them to become Friends members.
Minsky’s New Gotham Chorus, Reginald Marsh, 1936, Gift of Ned and Gloria Griner,
on view in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Hands-on fun with a Western theme • Sunday, July 1, 2007

american west family day
Continuing a much-loved tradition, the Ball State University Museum of Art invites children
and adults to attend a day of hands-on activities, youth-oriented tours and art demonstrations
from 2 to 4:30 pm, Sunday, July 1 at the museum. Admission is free.
“The American West Family Day is the next installment of our continued commitment to
energetically engage young people with our collection and exhibitions. We want to develop the
next generation of art museum lovers,” said Curator of Education Tania Said Schuler.
In consultation with the Great Lakes Native American Cultural Center, the museum has
invited Native American artists to be on hand for family day demonstrations. Family Day
activities are funded with major support from the Muncie Art Students’ League.

Toledo Museum of Art • Saturday, June 9, 2007

museum sponsors
trip for art lovers
The Friends of the Ball State University Museum of Art, Indiana Women of Achievement Awards Committee,
and F.B. Fogg invite you for two coach trips sure to appeal to the art lover in everyone.
A day trip is planned Saturday, June 9 to the Toledo Museum of Art’s new Glass Pavilion (shown below),
which houses one of the best glass collections in the world.
An overnight trip is planned for November 3-4 to Chicago. Those attending will visit SOFA: The
International Exposition of Sculptural Objects and Functional Art, Jasper Johns: Gray Exhibition at The Art
Institute of Chicago, and The Chicago Designer Showcase: Dream House. Guests will also have lunch at the
famous Riva Restaurant at Navy Pier.
For more information or to register, visit www.bsu.edu/artmuseum/bustours or call the museum at 765.285.5242.

71st Student Art Show, Spring 2006
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Parking in the
McKinley Ave. garage
between Riverside Ave.
& University Ave.

museum hours
monday - friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
saturday and sunday
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
765.285.5242
admission free

ball state university
muncie, in 47306

www.bsu.edu/artmuseum

in this ISSUE
In this issue, ARTwords invites you to take a look
over your shoulder at an earlier time. Catch one last
look at where the museum started by visiting the
70th Anniversary Exhibition. Then look down the
dusty trail of history by visiting Nostalgia for an
American West, the latest exhibition to grace the
museum’s galleries.
PLUS…
Notes From the Director, our Calendar of Events,
and much more.

New in the Galleries
Ken Ferguson’s Double Hare Handle Basket will forever alter the way
you think about both baskets and rabbits. The ceramic artist, born
in Elwood, Indiana, doesn’t depict just any bunny in his works of art.
Ferguson’s trademark is a Montana Jackrabbit—big, vigorous and
strong. In the same way, he understands the strength of his medium,
and the construction of the basket is also sound. “This work of art is not
denying its origins within the craft tradition,” Director Peter Blume said.
He notes the basket is so well constructed you could pick it up by the
handle—not that he would allow it. You can look at this new acquisition
in the contemporary section of the north gallery.
Double Hare Handle Basket, Ken Ferguson, about 1990,
Purchase: Museum of Art Endowment Fund

