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Antelope House Ruin,
Ansel Adams, American, 1942,

Gift of the George and Frances Ball Foundation,
on view in A Matter of Size.
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from the director…
On March 19, a reception at the museum celebrated a gift from 

the trustees of the George and Frances Ball Foundation made in 

honor of John J and Angeline R. Pruis. The gift acknowledges 

John’s service as executive vice president of the Foundation, and 

the couple’s long dedication to the Muncie community, to Ball State 

University, and to the Museum of Art. In the museum’s expansion, 

a gallery will be named in their honor. John J Pruis was the seventh 

president of Ball State University, serving in that capacity from 

1968 to 1978. 

      Landscape, illustrated here, is one of three Dominick Labino 

(1910-1987) glass sculptures in the museum’s collection. This one, 

and another, were selected and purchased for the museum by

 John and Angie Pruis. 

              ---John and Angie sought a meeting with Labino, then ailing in 

his seventy-sixth year, and who, outside of his personal collection, 

had nothing to offer the considerable market for his work. 

The sincerity of the Pruises quest to find a suitable work of art for the Ball State University Museum of Art 

must have impressed Labino, who parted with not one but two works from his personal collection. 

 Landscape, made in 1973, had traveled in 1981 with the exhibition Contemporary Glass along with five other 

works by Labino to Japan’s National Museums of Modern Art in Kyoto and Tokyo, and subsequently to museums 

in Australia, Canada, and the United States. The other panel, Seagulls, Labino made at the same time as the 

floor-to-ceiling panels he made for the Johns Manville office building in Denver, Colorado. 

 Both of the glass panels presented by the Pruises are polychrome hot cast panels with free-hand molten inlay 

at the time of casting. The process sounds so matter of fact. However, adding color to a molten cast of glass had 

defied the best artists for centuries—the fusions had been unstable. It took a scientist and engineer of Labino’s 

high standards and superior technical skill to take a volatile, liquid material that is dangerous to work with in 

the best of conditions and turn it into a beautiful work of art. 

 These works are an apt metaphor to the brilliant and unexpected syntheses that happened at Ball State University 

during John Pruis’s tenure as president. My guess is that John and Angie had not articulated this when they 

made these acquisitions possible, but they knew it in their hearts. 

 What John Pruis certainly knew in his heart is part of the credit lines for these works, which read: 

“Gift of John J Pruis in honor of Angeline R. Pruis, First Lady of Ball State University, 1968-1978, for 

her dedication and unselfish service.”      

          — Peter F. Blume  

     

Landscape,
Dominick Labino, American, 1973,
Purchase: The gift of John J Pruis in honor of 
Angeline R. Pruis, First Lady of BSU, 1968-78, 
for her dedication and unselfish service,
on view in A Matter of Size.
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a matter of size
On view May 16 through September 6, 2009

No matter how lovely something may be, sometimes function 

wins out over aesthetic considerations.  For example, wearing 

a watch just makes more sense than carrying around the most 

beautiful of clocks. On the other hand, there are no such 

constraints in the realm of art. Here the smallest of works can 

generate the grandest of feeling and the largest might draw the 

observer into an intimate embrace. The latest exhibition at the 

Ball State University Museum of Art, A Matter of Size, explores 

how the size, scope, and scale of a work of art affects those 

who view it. 

 “Scale is something that we rarely think about when we 

discuss art,” Associate Director Carl Schafer said. “We talk 

about color, space, shape, but we rarely talk about scale.” 

 Schafer said the idea behind A Matter of Size is simple, 

but the exhibition makes a complex viewing experience for 

museum visitors. 

 “A change in scale can take something we think we understand 

and make it seem very different,” Schafer said. 

 The exhibition features small works such as a six-inch maquette 

of Henry Moore’s Family Group, as well as very large paintings 

and a tapestry seldom on view because of their great size. 

The exhibition gives visitors the opportunity to think about 

why works of art are made to be a certain size. The decisions 

aren’t made lightly.  

 “Artists make choices about how to present the idea behind 

a subject, including how to use size to its best advantage,” said 

Curator of Education Tania Said.

 For example, it seems unlikely that anything large-scale could 

generate a feeling of intimacy, but an artist might choose to make 

something massive in order to enfold the viewer into the work 

of art itself.  

 Artists in the exhibition include photographer Ansel Adams, 

sculptor Tony Smith, painters Jasper Cropsey and Roger Brown, 

and master glass craftsman Dominick Labino, among others. 

Detail from Altar Panel: Scenes from the Life of Saint Francis, Unidentified maker, Sicilian, 1750,
Frank C. Ball Collection, Gift of the Ball Brothers Foundation, on view in A Matter of Size.

Madonna of the Barabino,
Unidentified Maker, Italian, 20th Century,

Gift of Ball Corporation,
on view in A Matter of Size.



june
5    friday  •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

10   wednesday •   8:30 am

Alliance Field Trip*
Breaking Away to Bloomington

Enjoy a full leisurely day away in southern Indiana with 

coach transportation provided to and from the Indiana 

University Art Museum.  

The day includes a tour of the art on view with docents 

and Dr. Judith Stubbs, Curator of Asian Art; a sumptuous 

buffet lunch at the Indiana Memorial Union’s Tudor Room, 

and your choice of nearby activities in the afternoon at 

your leisure: an introduction to the Elisabeth Ball 

collection of children’s books at the Lilly Library or 

the Thomas Hart Benton murals at the IU Auditorium, 

or time on your own at the IU Art Museum and/or the 

natural surroundings of the Arboretum.

Cost: $55 for Alliance members; $65 for non-Alliance members. 
Registration with payment due by May 22. Information and 
registration form at www.bsu.edu/artmuseum/bloomington 

or call 765.285.5242 for more information. 

12   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

13  saturday  •    6:30 pm

Symphony on the Green

Visitors to the Ball State University Museum of Art will 

receive a free poster during the first part of Symphony 

on the Green on the Ball State University Arts Terrace. 

Bring a lawn chair, buy a VIP catered picnic, or rent a 

table for friends and family at this free event.  

Call the Muncie Symphony Orchestra at 765.285.5531 

for more information.

19   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

First Summer Session ends

22   monday 
Second Summer Session begins

26   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)
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may
1-31 month of may
2009 is the Year of Museums & Tourism

In partnership with Minnetrista, Muncie Children’s 

Museum, and the National Model Aviation Museum, 

Ball State University Museum of Art will offer a free 

poster to every visitor. Return your passport to all 

four museums and be entered to win valuable prizes.

9  saturday
Museum closed for BSU Commencement 
13   wednesday •   Noon

Alliance Luncheon & Program*
The Story of a Story on a Maya Shell Plaque 
and More

Meghan Rubenstein, Indiana University 

Following a successful presentation at the Midwest 

Art History society, Meghan Rubenstein presents 

“Historical Reenactment or Mythological Scene?: 

Questioning Representation on a Maya Shell Plaque.”  

The talk will provide valuable understanding and 

insight into an important artifact at the Indiana 

University Art Museum and into the Ball State 

University Museum of Art’s Mayan collection 

as well.

Prospective Alliance members free; 
Alliance members $10 plus $5 for lunch. *

15  friday  •   5 - 7 pm

Friday with Friends
Exhibiton Opening Preview: A Matter of Size

22  friday
Mirth in the Museum

Start your weekend right with laughing yoga instructor 

Sarah Lyttle and then tour humorous art in the galleries. 

Meet in the sculpture court.  For more information call 

765.285.5242.

 

25  monday
Museum closed for Memorial day

29  friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

All programs are free unless otherwise noted.

* The cost to join the Ball State University Museum of Art 
Alliance is $15 for Friends members, $40 for non-members.

CALENDAR of EVENTS   
summer



august
24 monday
Fall Semester begins

28 friday  •    7 - 9 pm

18th Annual Quad Bash

The Ball State University Museum of Art joins in the 

university occasion to welcome back students with 

fun activities, free art posters, and complimentary 

refreshments provided by Pepsi-Cola. 

july
3-4 friday - saturday 
Museum closed for Independence Day observance

10   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

12  sunday  •    2 - 4:30 pm

Sizing it UP Family Day

Ponder the purpose and importance of size in 

art when you see a demonstration of miniature 

making, tour the special exhibition A Matter of Size, 

read stories about all that is big and small, and do 

related hands-on art activities.

17   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

24   friday •   12:30 pm

Mirth in the Museum (See May 22.)

Second Summer Session ends
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RIGHT:  Lighthouse Lens, Sybil Anikoyev, American, 1936,
Works Progress Administration Allocation

on view in A Matter of Size.

ABOVE:  Untitled, 
Roger Brown, American, about 1977, 
Museum purchase, 
on view in A Matter of Size.

ABOVE:  Spitball, 
Tony Smith, American,1961,
Gift of David T. Owsley via the Alconda-Owsley 
Foundation in honor of Frank A. Bracken, 
on view in A Matter of Size.
RIGHT:Warrior’s Headdress,
Unidentified maker, Indian, 1950,
Gift of David T. Owsley,
on view in A Matter of Size.

CALENDAR of EVENTS   
summer



chinese ceramics 
Gift of alconda-owsley foundation 
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New Acquisitions

three recent acquisitions of Chinese ceramics, gifts of David T. Owsley via the 

Alconda-Owsley Foundation, now grace the Ball State University Museum of Art galleries. 

An Eastern Han dynasty jar, along with a Northern Qi dynasty horse and an ox cart, 

are representative of burial items found in the tombs of many of China’s elite citizens, 

symbolic reminders of earthly domestic existence meant to ease the transition into 

the afterlife. 

 A ceramic house and smaller jar are already part of the collection, notes Director Peter 

Blume. The recent acquisitions will offer museum guests a more complete understanding 

of the types of funeral objects placed in tombs across China throughout its history.  

 “These are representative of something that David Owsley does quite methodically,” 

Blume said. “He purchases things with an eye toward what we need for the collection.” 

 The Chinese have included funeral objects in graves and tombs since at least the 

Neolithic period, about 4000 BCE By the time of the Han dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE), 

burial objects reflecting family wealth were common. Representations of pavilions, 

houses and courtyards, guards and servants, livestock and poultry, barns, carriages, 

and pets were typical. Other, more functional items, including items offering light 

(small lamps and mirrors) and everyday household objects, such as the jar recently 

acquired by the museum, were also included. 

 The most intricately detailed of the museum’s new acquisitions is an ox cart from the 

Northern Qi dynasty (550 - 577 CE). There is no axle—if one existed, it has long since 

disappeared—and the wheels to the cart lean against the wagon. 

 “People might have a tendency to look at this and think of it as a toy, but it was never 

intended to be handled or played with,” Blume said. “It is more appropriately thought 

of as ‘tomb furniture.’” 

 In addition to appreciating the intricacy of the artistry, it is important to note the 

dynastic period of each work, Blume said. While the Northern Qi dynasty lasted a 

mere 27 years, it was stylistically distinct.  

 “Chinese culture is not a monolith. There were a great many elements that came 

together in different ways at different moments to create exceptional works of art 

throughout Chinese history,” Blume said. 

From left to right:

Northern Qi Dynasty Ox Cart,
Chinese, 550-577 CE,

Gift of David T. Owsley via the 
Alconda-Owsley Foundation.

Han Dynasty Jar,
Chinese, 206 BCE-200 CE,

Gift of David T. Owsley via the 
Alconda-Owsley Foundation.

Northern Qi Dynasty Horse,
Chinese, 550-577 CE,
Gift of David T. Owsley via the 
Alconda-Owsley Foundation.
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Friday with friends
long-time friends, new friends, and soon-to-be 

friends are all invited to gather for a casual after work 

event when the Ball State University Museum of Art 

hosts Friday with Friends from 5 to 7 pm on May 15. 

The event is free and open to the public. 

 Those familiar with the Friday with Friends 

tradition are encouraged to introduce someone new 

to the event, which will offer a sneak peek of the 

exhibition, A Matter of Size. The exhibition, featuring 

works of art from the museum’s collection and with 

the theme of scale as its primary focus, will open to 

the public May 16.   

 “It’s wonderful that our Friday with Friends events 

continue to draw more guests,” said Associate Director 

Carl Schafer. “Maybe it’s because the evenings are so 

lively and colorful. Or maybe it’s because we give away 

surprise gifts. Everyone likes to receive an unexpected 

gift. And of course there is the mystery of wondering 

what it will be—something big or something small?”

In addition to the unexpected, guests can expect musical 

entertainment, light hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar. 

For more information, call (765) 285-5242.

Friday, May 15, 2009

sizing it up family day
Hands-on Fun for All Ages  •  Sunday, July 12, 2009

 

The Ball State University Museum of Art invites children and their parents to attend 

a day of hands-on activities, kid-friendly tours, and storytelling in the galleries when it 

hosts “Sizing it UP Family Day” from 2 to 4:30 p.m. July 12 at the museum. The event is 

free and open to the public. 

 “Family Day at the museum remains a commitment to include all ages in exhibitions 

and programming, and to offer families new ways to talk about the world around them,” 

said Curator of Education Tania Said.

 “Sizing it UP Family Day” is offered in conjunction with the A Matter of Size 

exhibition, on display May 16 – September 6. The exhibition offers museum guests an 

opportunity to examine art from the perspective of scale. The impact a work of art has 

may not be how big—or small—it is, but the way its size influences our response to it, 

noted Said. Family Day activities allow for a more immediate and intimate experience 

with the ideas presented in the exhibition. 

 “To understand the importance of size, looking is not enough,” said Said. 

“With hands-on activities, including miniaturists who will allow children to handle 

small-scale furniture and related materials, visitors can feel the difference, too.” 

“Sizing it UP Family Day” is presented in partnership with the Muncie Public Library.

For more information, call (765) 285-5242.

Family Group,
Henry Moore
British, 1944/1946, 
Museum Purchase,
on view in A Matter of Size.

Glint of the Sea, 
Chester Beach, 

American, 1924,
Frank C. Ball Collection, 

Gift of the 
Ball Brothers Foundation,

on view in A Matter of Size.
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museum hours

monday - friday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm

saturday and sunday
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm

765.285.5242

free admission
www.bsu.edu/artmuseum
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American photographer Edward Weston sought sculptural beauty in 

the natural world and found his inspiration in the most unlikely places. 

The produce stand offered him a wealth of sensual beauty, and his 

famous work Pepper (1930) is just such an example. 

 Weston wrote in his Day Books, “A box of peppers at the grocery 

store holds implications to stir me emotionally more than almost 

any other edible form, for they run the gamut of natural forms, in 

experimental surprises.” 

 Weston’s modernist works, made from 1920 until 1948, forever 

changed photography. 

 “The clarity of his vision was uncanny, which is what led perceptive 

critics to understand his work as high art of an entirely new genre,” 

Director Peter Blume said. 

Parking in the 
McKinley Ave. garage

between Riverside Ave. 
& University Ave.

in this ISSUE
In this issue we answer the age old question 

“Does size matter?” as the museum presents its 

latest exhibition A Matter of Size. Three new 

acquisitions from the Han and Qi dynasties, gifts 

of the Alconda-Owsley Foundation, dig into some 

ancient Chinese secrets. Plenty of fun is in store 

for all ages as the museum hosts Friday with Friends 

and Family Day events. PLUS…Notes from the 

Director, our Calendar of Events, and much more.

new in the galleries…

Pepper,
Edward Weston, American, 1930,
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harper, 
in memory of Marjorie Ball Petty 2007.

Edward Weston, Pepper




