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ARCH 402 Daily Journal (excerpts): 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 

Today we took a walk through of the Gharkey St. house taking photos and 

getting an understanding of what we are dealing with. It seems like a large task ahead of 

us, because there is just a lot of junk inside the house that needs to be cleaned out. It is 

rather daunting, but after seeing the finished result at the Washington Street house and 

hearing how that house was in worse shape, I am more confident as we begin this 

project. I am looking forward to this semester and how the process of deconstruction 

will help me learn more about the construction process. 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 

Our first workday at the Gharkey house. Cleaning up and securing the house for 

construction were our first priorities, so that is what we did for most of the afternoon. 

Once all the trash and junk inside the house was cleaned out and thrown in the 

dumpster, Ariel, Rudy, and I began taking apart the closet in the one bedroom. First we 

disassembled the door and hardware making sure we kept all the parts in order to be 

able to use it later. The door was in good shape and is quite unique. I think it would be 

-------t( 20 )t---------

http://www
http://www.drywallrecycling.org/QS/FAQ.can_drywall_be_recycled.html






Wednesday, March 16, 2011 

We took a load of ferrous metal to OmniSource today. The load was around four 

hundred pounds and we were able to make forty-four dollar to go into our petty cash 

fund. 

Wednesday, March 23, 2011 

Today was actually a pretty fun day. We started taking apart the roof on the 

back porch today, which entailed Neil and me to begin tearing off the old shingles and 

tar paper. Then, we moved onto removing the furling boards one-by-one until we did 

not have enough room to stand. We had to be cautious where we stood because many 

of the roof boards and rafters had rotted or were not connected anymore. 

By deconstrueting the roof today, it gave me a better understanding of how a 

roof goes together. After learning the process of tearing it apart, I was able to see the 

forward process as well: from columns, to rafter, to purlin boards or sheathing, to tar 

paper, to shingles. This is a simple process, but it helped later on in the semester when I 

helped redesign the back porch. 
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Thursday, March 24, 2011 

Neil, Jake, and I finished taking down the framing from the back porch. We 

removed all the lumber and siding. The back porch is now completely gone. It went 

really quick today, and we were able to save a lot of the lumber that we removed. 

----------------~( 24 )~----------------


