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Abstract

In my project titled "Cathedrals of the Body," I an1 concerned with thelnes of identity and the body, as recognized and defined by my experiences with the teachings and practices of the Catholic Church. The project is composed of five paintings, four of which are 36" x 48" and one that is 48" x 60," as well as a series of sn1aller scale drawings that address sitnilar thelnes. This work will include many linear and drawn elen1ents and patterns with the use of acrylic paints and n1ixed Inedia on stretched canvas. 

'"Cathedrals of the Body" will explore themes of communal and individual identity, as it relates to the body (cOlnmunity) of the Catholic Church. Within these guidelines, I will consider the relationship between the physical structures of the Church and its hUlnan n1embers. I will also map out the connections between these members, in relation to the personal, spiritual, and hierarchical forn1ations that are created within the community of both past and present believers. I will use information from historical religious paintings, in regard to the gestures of bodies, references to saints, and the communal aspects of the sacraments that can be found within then1. My work will also include abstracted imagery of the body, as well as patterns found within the architecture and traditional design of the Catholic Church. Not only do I intend for my work to be an exploration of self and group identity in correspondence with history's richest source of art, but I also desire to invite the viewer into a moment of silence and contemplation when viewing my artwork. 

The strength of the Catholic community is founded upon generations and generations of people who are united by a common thread, encouraging one another to persevere, to pray, to seek peace, and to grow together in the midst of opposition and a multitude of differences; my work hopes to capture the beauty of this community. 
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