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 The National Football League (NFL) currently has only one position, quarterback, for which 

there is a formula for calculating a single value to measure on-field performance during a game, season, 

or career.  However, no player has a greater ability to affect field position in a single play than the punter.  

This study develops two punt ratings from official recorded punt statistics since the inception of the Super 

Bowl.  The first rating is based on average punt length and measures punting performances from 1966 

through the 1975 NFL season.  The second punt rating measures punting performance from 1976 through 

the present and is calculated from two statistics: net average punt length and the percent of punts placed 

inside-the-20 yard line.  The mean value of these ratings is fifty with a minimum and maximum score of 

zero and one-hundred, respectively.  Furthermore, by comparing the careers of all punters, Ray Guy is 

confirmed as the most valuable punter to have played in the NFL; thereby validating his 2014 selection to 

the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

 Jim Tressel, former head coach of the Ohio State Buckeyes football team, was quoted in 2007 

with saying, “The punt is the most important play in football” [11].  The punt is a play used at all levels of 

football in which one team strategically turns over the ball to the opposition by kicking it as far down the 

field as possible while attempting to keep it out of the end zone.  By pinning the opposing team deep 

within their half of the field, a punter maximizes the distance the opposing team must move the football in 

order to score a field goal or touchdown. 

 Currently there are no methods to determine the performance of a punter over the course of a 

game, season, or career other than the variety of officially recorded punt statistics.  In fact, the 

quarterback is the only position on a National Football League (NFL) roster which has a statistical rating 

system.  All other positions are compared based on recorded statistics such as receptions, sacks, 

interceptions, etc., but the quarterback remains the only position for which there is a formula to combine 

all recorded statistics into a single performance based rating.  A rating for other football positions would 

be incredibly beneficial as it would allow NFL executives to better evaluate a player’s performance and 

value, which would aid in decision making as it relates to whether or not a team should sign, retain, or 

release certain players.  Furthermore, with the support of an established statistical rating among 

professional athletes at a specific position, players with higher than average ratings would have increased 

leverage when asking for an extension or more guaranteed money during contract negotiations 

Today’s NFL has been in existence since the 1966 merger between the National Football League 

and the American Football League [15].  With the merger came the addition of the Super Bowl.  And 

while the game repeatedly undergoes minor rule changes each off-season, the general format has 

remained consistent during the last 48 seasons.   Of the 53 players on a game day roster, often one of the 

most valuable, but overlooked is the punter as he has the greatest ability to affect field position in a single 

play.  As an example, there are 256 players drafted annually for NFL rosters; however, the 2014 NFL 

draft included only one punter, Pat O’Donnell from Miami University who was selected by the Chicago 
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Bears with the 191
st
 overall pick of the draft [8].  In fact, going back through the last 25 years of the NFL 

draft there has been an average of only two punters selected annually, and instead many punters who 

make NFL rosters are selected and signed as undrafted free agents.  However, as an example of the 

success achieved by punters who are drafted we’ll take a closer look at Brad Maynard, arguably the most 

successful varsity athlete to come out of Ball State University.  

 

1.2 Brad Maynard 

 Brad Maynard played football for Ball State University from 1993 through the 1996 season.  All 

four seasons he was the team’s starting punter, and by the end of his senior season he set the school 

record for punts and punt yardage in a career while also setting the Mid-American Conference (MAC) 

record for career punt average.  During his collegiate career he was not only a three time first-team All-

MAC selection, but was also voted a first-team All-American in 1995 and 1996.  Furthermore, in his 

senior season he was named the MAC’s defensive player of the year and became the first punter in 

Division IA history to be voted the conference Most Valuable Player (MVP) [6, 12]. 

 During Brad’s senior season of college he was invited to the Senior Bowl and NFL Combine.  In 

1997 at the conclusion of his college career, Brad entered the NFL draft and was selected in the 3
rd

 round 

(95
th
 overall) by the New York Giants where he played professionally through the 2000 season.  He then 

signed as a free agent with the Chicago Bears, where he spent the next 10 years of his NFL career [12].  

Brad Maynard finished his career by playing the 2011 season for the Cleveland Browns, and by the time 

he filed his retirement papers he compiled numerous professional football records and achievements. 

During Maynard’s first season in the NFL he set league records for number of punts and punt 

yardage by a rookie [12].  He went on to set the NFL record for punts in a Super Bowl with 11, and 

helped his teams win four division championships, two conference titles, and was the starting punter in 

Super Bowl XXXV & XLI.  He also holds the Chicago Bears franchise record for punt yardage in a 

season and career, punts inside-the-20 for a single game and season, and ranks second in team history in 

number of punts [12]. 
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 In 2008, Brad Maynard was selected for induction into the Ball State University Athletics Hall of 

Fame.  While Brad retired from football in 2011, there was one more accolade to come when in 2013 he 

received the prestigious honor of being inducted into the Mid-American Conference Hall of Fame [6].  By 

all accounts Brad Maynard achieved a great deal of success throughout his collegiate and profession 

football careers; however, he has hardly been the most accomplished punter in football history.  For that 

honor we must look to the career of Ray Guy. 

  

1.3 Ray Guy 

 William Ray Guy, born in 1949 in Swainsboro, Georgia, attended college at the University of 

Southern Mississippi where he became an All-American for their football program [7, 18].  While Ray 

Guy had by all accounts a successful college career, he truly engrained himself in the history books 

through his years playing professional football.  In 1973 Ray Guy was drafted by the Oakland Raiders 

with the 23
rd

 overall selection, becoming at the time the first punter to be selected in the first round of the 

NFL draft.  Furthermore, through the 2014 NFL draft, only one other punter, Todd Sauerbrun in 1995, 

has ever been selected as high as the second round [12]. 

Following the 1973 draft Ray Guy began his professional football career and went on to play 

fourteen seasons in the NFL – all for the Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders.  During this time, he amassed 

207 games played and retired with an average of 42.4 yards per punt.  He maintained a punt average 

better than 40.0 yards in all but one season; the strike-shortened season of 1982 when he finished with an 

average of 39.1 yards over nine games.  Perhaps more impressive is that over the course of his career he 

compiled 1049 career punts, of which only 3 were blocked [7].  Accomplishments during his professional 

career include leading the league in punting three times, earning All-Pro honors six consecutive seasons, 

and seven career Pro-Bowl selections.  Additionally, he played in seven AFC Championship games and 

three Super Bowls, while setting NFL records for number of punts in the post-season (111), punts in the 

Pro-Bowl (33), and number of punts inside the 20-yard line during a single season (57) [18].  Ray Guy 
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held additional value to the Raiders beyond his punting duties as he also handled kick-off duties and for 

multiple seasons served as the team’s back-up quarterback [7, 18]. 

 Ray Guy retired from the NFL following the 1986 season, but his mark on the football 

community was hardly complete.  In 2000, the NCAA created the Ray Guy Award, presented annually to 

the nation’s top collegiate punter.  Since its inception the Ray Guy Award has been awarded fourteen 

times to twelve different punters.  Annual finalists are voted on by a panel of collegiate coaches, sports 

writers, university sports information directors, and previous Ray Guy Award winners [17].  A voting 

panel to determine the finalists, and ultimately the awardee, is necessary due to the lack of a single 

statistic by which to rate punters.  Thus, there are numerous attributes of college punters which the panel 

takes into account when voting.  These include, but are not limited to, the amount of team leadership and 

self-discipline exemplified by the student-athlete as well as season statistics which include net punting 

average, percent of punts not returned, and the number of punts downed or kicked out of bounds inside 

the opponent’s 20-yard line [17].   

Ray Guy has often been considered the best punter in the history of the NFL, and on February 1
st
, 

2014, he was elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  The 2014 Hall of Fame class will be inducted 

on August 1
st
, 2014, at which point Ray Guy will become the first punter, and only the second kicker 

ever, to be given such honor [9].  Prior to Guy’s selection to the Hall of Fame, there had been growing 

criticism and controversy among national media as to his lack of selection.  During Ray Guy’s modern-

era eligibility for the Hall of Fame he continued to be passed over year after year until he was no longer 

eligible as a modern-era candidate.  However, upon reaching 25 years removed from the NFL, players are 

once again eligible for induction – this time as one of two finalists on the Senior Committee’s ballot [9].  

It was by this method that Ray Guy ultimately gained entry into the Hall.  Would a rating for punters have 

expedited entry to the Hall of Fame for Ray Guy?  Furthermore, would a rating justify the senior 

committee’s selection or instead support his lack of induction during his modern-era eligibility?  
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1.4 Quarterback Rating 

  As previously mentioned, the quarterback remains the only NFL roster position which has a 

rating system for evaluating performance.  The National Football League began recording official 

statistics in 1932, and in the eighty-one seasons since they have used nine different methods for 

determining the league’s passing champion [16].  From 1932 through 1972 the NFL used eight different 

systems, which varied from crowning champions based on total yards passing in 1932 to systems in 

which quarterbacks were inversely ranked among their peers based on weekly on field performance [16].  

However, the later ratings were troublesome not only because a player’s ranking was dependent upon that 

of his peers, but also because ratings were not available until all games for that week were complete.  

These issues are just a few of the underlining reasons which caused the NFL to continually revise their 

system for determining passing champions.  Through the constant turnover of methods by which to rate 

quarterbacks, the longest any system was in use was ten years, and two systems did not last longer than a 

single season [16]. 

However, in 1970 the NFL commissioner, Pete Rozelle, assembled a committee of two football 

executives, Don Smith and Don Weiss, and one statistician from the Elias Sports Bureau, Seymour 

Siwoff, to develop a new standardized passer rating [16, 23].  By using NFL passing statistics from the 

1960’s, these three gentlemen devised a new quarterback rating system, which was adopted by the NFL in 

1973 and is still in use today [16, 23].  However, while the current formula is used to rate quarterbacks, 

the 2010 National Football League Record & Fact Book points out, “It is important to remember that the 

system is used to rate passers, not quarterbacks.  Statistics do not reflect leadership, play-calling, and 

other intangible factors that go into making a successful professional quarterback” [19].  This implies that 

quarterbacks bring much more value, or lack thereof, to their team while orchestrating game plans by 

leading the ten other players on offense. 

Although the current quarterback rating has stood the test of time, the largest complaint has been 

of its complexity and the difficulty to understand or quickly calculate.  The leading rusher each season is 

the player who rushes for the most yards, and the leading receiver is the player with the most receptions 
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[23].  However, the quarterback with the highest quarterback rating at the end of the season is determined 

to be the passing champion.  The calculation of this rating, shown in Figure 1.1, is cumbersome and very 

time consuming to calculate by hand.  
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)   

       (
     

        
  )             (
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Figure 1.1: Quarterback Rating Formula 

 

 

Today’s quarterback rating relies on four specific passing categories: percent of completions per 

pass attempt, average yards gained per pass attempt, percent of touchdowns per pass attempt, and percent 

of interceptions thrown per pass attempt.  Each of the four statistical categories was designed to have a 

minimum value of zero and a maximum value of 2.375.  In between was a sliding scale where 

quarterbacks who performed at an average level would earn 1.000 and exceptional performance would 

earn a value of 2.000.  The formulas used to attain these benchmarks were loosely based on record 

performance at the time the rating was developed.  In an attempt to rate quarterbacks on a zero to one 

hundred scale, the committee then multiplied the previous sums by 100 and divided by 6.  Such a rating 

would be similar to that used in secondary schools and thought to be easier for NFL fans to understand.  

However, the maximum value a quarterback can attain is a cumbersome158.3. 

 While the current model has remained in place for over 40 years, the average quarterback rating 

has steadily increased as the study and preparation for numerous NFL offensive and defensive strategies 

has developed quarterback efficiency.  When today’s quarterback rating formulation was first derived, the 

authors intended for the average rating among all quarterbacks to be 50.0.  While this held near to true at 

the inception of the quarterback rating system, during the 40+ seasons since then the average rating has 

increased to an all-time high of 85.3 at the conclusion of the 2013 NFL season.  Additionally, the 
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quarterback rating of the passing champion each season has also steadily increased.  Currently, the record 

belongs to Aaron Rodgers who recorded a 122.5 for the 2011 season, and the annual passing champion 

has had a quarterback rating greater than 100.0 in twenty-three of the last twenty-five seasons [2]. 

While the current quarterback model may be criticized, it is highly correlated to a team’s win 

percentage and no better model for rating quarterbacks has been as widely accepted.  Given how profound 

this rating has become in today’s game, it makes sense to develop a single statistical rating to measure the 

performance of other NFL roster positions.  Since the punter has the greatest influence of field position in 

a single play among all NFL players, a formula was developed which will output a single value 

corresponding to the performance of all punting in the NFL since the addition of the Super Bowl to 

today’s game.  
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2.  MATERIALS AND METHODS 

2.1 Collection of Punt Data 

 Prior to being able to develop a rating system for punting, punt data was collected for the era, 

1966 through the present Super Bowl.  Since quarterback ratings are calculated for all players who 

attempt a pass, rather than just players designated as quarterback on a team roster, data was collected for 

every player who has attempted a punt.  While there are numerous resources that contain NFL statistical 

data, that supplied through NFL.com was selected.  The first reason behind relying on an online data 

source was because books containing sports statistics are often not as current.  Due to the amount of time 

it takes to publish printed material, books are frequently a year or two behind in regards to statistical data. 

Additionally, manually entering tens of thousands of values into a spreadsheet would not only be 

extremely tedious and time consuming, but would also make the data very susceptible to user-error due to 

inevitable typos. 

When looking online there were numerous reputable websites which contained varying punt 

statistics.  However, NFL.com was selected as the source for punt data because they contained the largest 

selection of punt statistics and their data is supplied and back by the Elias Sports Bureau [3, 4].  

Additionally, no other open sources of punt data contained statistics that were not already readily 

available through NFL.com.  After collecting information on every punt dating back to 1966, it was found 

in today’s game there are over a dozen recorded statistics for punting.  However in 1966, the season of 

Super Bowl I, there were only three officially recorded punt statistics; number of punts a player recorded 

throughout the season, distance each punt traveled, and average length of each punt.  Table 2.1 shows the 

various punt statistics by season officially recorded by the National Football League. 

Punt data are available for single games and careers; however, punts by season were instead 

collected.  By doing so, there would be a comprehensive list of all players who recorded at least a single 

punt throughout each season.  Additionally, single game punt data contain far fewer statistics than those 

available from seasonal summary data.  After gathering information on all NFL punts, there were 454 

different players in the NFL which punted at least once since the 1966 season.  During each season, there 
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was on average more than thirty-eight players to record a punt, and the average career length of all these 

players was 4.8 seasons of professional football.  However, players who made a career by punting in the 

NFL averaged more than nine seasons of professional football.  While the National Football League and 

the NFL Players’ Association disagree on the average length of a professional football player, nine 

seasons is far longer than that at most any other position on an NFL roster. 

 
             Table 2.1: NFL Punt Statistics Recorded in Super Bowl Era 

  

Seasons 

 

  1966-1974 1975 1976-1990 1991-Present 

S
ta

ti
st

ic
a

l 
C

a
te

g
o

ri
es

 

Punts X X X X 

Yards X X X X 

Net Yards 
  

X X 

Long 
 

X X X 

Average X X X X 

Net Average 
  

X X 

Blocked 
 

X X X 

Out of Bounds 
   

X 

Downed 
  

X X 

Inside-20 
  

X X 

Touchbacks 
  

X X 

Fair Catches 
  

X X 

Returned 
  

X X 

Return Yards 
  

X X 

Touchdowns 
   

X 

 

 In addition to collecting regular season punt data from 1966 through 2013, post-season punt data 

were also collected.  With this information multiple additional databases were compiled to include career 

regular season punt data for each player, career post-season punt data for each player, a summary of punt 

statistics by season, and punt statistics by team for all forty-eight seasons.  The latter would be used to 

determine if punt rating had an equally high correlation to win percentage as the current quarterback 

rating [22]. 
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2.2 Data Analysis 

 Before attempting to develop a punt rating, a few of the punt statistics were analyzed graphically.  

Specifically, the average length and net length of punts by season since the inception of the Super Bowl 

were examined.  Figure 2.1 shows the first comparison using box plots.  Note, Microsoft Excel 2010 was 

selected as the software to store all punt statistics, but all data analysis was performed using Minitab 16. 
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        Figure 2.1: Boxplots of Average, Net Average   Figure 2.2: Punt Averages by Season 

 

 

 There are three outliers in relation to average punt length, seasons 2011 (45.26), 2013 (45.31), 

and 2012 (45.89).  While these outliers are present in the data, they are the result of an increase in punting 

distance in recent years rather than errors in how the data were recorded and thus should not be removed 

from the data set.  Additionally, average punt length is significantly higher than net average; however, the 

two averages do briefly overlap.  While it is not possible to have a net average larger than the average 

punt length within a single season, this figure gives no information as to how punt averages have varied 

by season.  To look at this in better detail, Figure 2.2 shows a dot plot of average punt length and net 

average by season.  As previously noted in Table 2.1, net average did not become an officially recorded 

statistic until 1976, and as a result this data is missing from the first ten years.  By examining this plot, it 

became visually apparent that the distance punts travel has steadily increased over the last half century.  

Additionally, the overlap of the two statistics on the box plots indicate the net average punt length from 

2010 through the 2013 seasons is greater than the average punt length during the late 1970’s.  The other 
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observation taken from this plot is that the net difference between the statistics has remained relatively 

constant over the last thirty-eight seasons. 

The difference between average and net average punt length by season was calculated to 

determine how this has varied over the last thirty-eight seasons.  Figure 2.3 shows that this difference has 

been as great as 7.5 yards and as low as 5.5 yards with a median difference of 6.5 yards.  Figure 2.4 

shows this information plotted by season in ascending order.  While the difference between average and 

net average punt length has little fluctuation from one season to another, there has been a slight downward 

trend.  In 1976 the difference between net average and average punt length was at a high of 7.53 yards; 

however, as of 2013 this difference hit an all-time low at only 5.53 yards. 
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       Figure 2.3: Boxplots of Net Yardage Difference     Figure 2.4: Net Yardage Difference 

 

 

Next, the punt data across all forty-eight seasons was analyzed to determine how frequently each 

of the statistics in Table 2.1 occurred.  These relative frequencies are shown in Table 2.2.  From the 

results it was immediately obvious that blocked punts and punts returned for touchdowns are extremely 

rare and almost never occur.  That being said, the opposition attempts to return half of all punts and one in 

every four punts lands inside the opposing team’s 20-yard line.  This information was used when 

considering which statistics to include in a punt rating to best evaluate player performance. 
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              Table 2.2: Punt Statistic Frequency 

Punt Statistic Occurrences Punt Attempts Frequency 

Blocked 606 85980 0.7% 

Out of Bounds 4841 53897 9.0% 

Downed 7224 53897 13.4% 

Inside-20 23411 85980 27.3% 

Touchbacks 8110 53897 9.4% 

Fair Catches 11062 53897 20.5% 

Returns 42979 85980 50.0% 

Touchdowns 324 53897 0.6% 

 

 Lastly, the data were used to determine benchmarks for specifying the number of punts required 

for players to be considered for season or career punting records.  Once again comparing to quarterback 

data, it was found in recent years NFL teams have averaged approximately 35 pass attempts per game 

while 14 per game were required for a quarterback to set any season records [1, 13, 24].  Taking a look at 

punt data, since the first Super Bowl, teams have averaged 4.89 punts per game.  Maintaining an equal 

comparison to quarterbacks this equates to a minimum two punts per game across an entire season for a 

player to be eligible to set any punting records.  Furthermore, for career consideration quarterbacks are 

required to have a minimum 1500 pass attempts in the regular season and 150 in the post-season.  Since 

1966 the NFL has averaged 15.3 regular season games per season, which means quarterbacks must play 

approximately three full seasons as a starting quarterback to reach this benchmark.  By maintaining this 

equivalency for punting record consideration, punters being required to record 225 punts in the regular 

season and 22.5 punts in the post-season.  To simplify these values, each was rounded up as rounding 

down would introduce the potential for outliers.  As a result, for a player to be eligible to set any punting 

records 250 career regular season punts or 25 punts in the post-season were required.  Under these 

qualifications, since 1966 there are 152 players who meet the regular season requirements for an NFL 

punting career and 70 who meet the post-season qualifications.  Additionally, the Official 2013 National 
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Football League record & fact book also use 250 punts for career record consideration and 25 punts for 

the benchmark for post-season records [5, 20, 21]. 

 

2.3 Development of Punt Rating 

Determining which punt statistics to consider in a formula would be necessary before developing 

a punt rating.  Also, the current quarterback rating formula should be used as the basis of a punt rating 

considering it has remained unchanged over the last forty-one NFL seasons.  However, the quarterback 

model is cumbersome, so the punt rating derived should be simpler in nature and thereby easier for the 

casual football fan to understand. 

After reaching out to local football experts, Justin Lustig agreed to provide his insight as a 

collegiate coach.  Justin joined the Ball State University football program in 2011 where he currently 

holds the roles of Special Teams Coordinator and Running Backs Coach.  As the Special Teams 

Coordinator, Justin is responsible for coaching the football team on kicking and punting while also 

handling all in-game decisions with concern to special teams formations and which side of the football 

field to kick the ball.  Based on his 13 years of football coaching experience, he explained how of all 

statistics that relate to punting, he places by far the greatest amount of emphasis on net average.  Justin 

further explained whether or not a punt is returned is not of much concern to him as a coach as long as the 

punt coverage team maintains a high net average.  This was highlighted by him telling how he has 

witnessed teams be coached in certain scenarios to return a punt no matter how quickly the player would 

be tackled upon catching the ball.  He also studies the performance of his punters by examining how 

many punts they land inside the 20-yard line with consideration to where on the field they punted [10]. 

Coach Lustig’s advice and expertise were extremely useful in deciding which punt statistics to 

use in a punt rating.  In addition to how he evaluates his team’s performance, statistics used in evaluating 

finalists for the annual Ray Guy award were taken into account, as well as how all fourteen of the 

available punt statistics are correlated to one another.  Ultimately, the statistics net punt average and the 

percent of punts inside-the-20 were selected for the rating.  However, these statistics are only available 
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from 1976 through the present.  Thus, in order to rate all punting during the Super Bowl era, two ratings 

would be needed, one for 1966 through 1975 and a second for 1975 through the present.  Based on the 

statistics available, the first ten seasons of the Super Bowl era would require a rating based solely on 

average punt length. 

It was found while examining how the current quarterback rating was developed that the 

developer’s loosely based their formula on all-time passing records as of 1970.  Thus, seasonal punting 

records would be needed for a punt rating.  The highest regular season net punt average was found to be 

43.99 yards (Andy Lee, 2011), and the highest net punt average for a player’s career is 39.47 yards 

(Britton Colquitt, 2010-2012) [20].  The record for most punts placed inside-the-20 during a single season 

belongs to Dave Zastudil with 46 in 2011, and Jeff Feagles holds the record for most punts placed inside-

the-20 for a career with 554 punts over twenty-two seasons of professional football [20].  However, 

number of punts placed inside-the-20 does not represent the percent of punts placed inside-the-20, and 

therefore this record would have to be found using the punt data previously collected.  Using a percent 

rather than the raw number of punts placed inside-the-20 would be critical to developing a punt rating that 

is effective for evaluating performance equally well for single games as it is for an entire NFL career. 

As previously mentioned, two punt ratings would be necessary to evaluate all punts during the 

Super Bowl era because of the statistics recorded and available.  A rating for punting from 1976 through 

the 2013 season was first developed, since it was nearly four times larger in size than the 1966-1975 time 

period.  Using punt data from these thirty-eight seasons, a rating was first derived that met the 

requirements while using the statistics net punting average and percent of punts placed inside-the-20.  

This formula would be similar to today’s quarterback rating; however, while quarterbacks receive points 

depending on how their performance compares to average and exceptional performance from the 1960’s, 

this punt rating would distribute all season qualifiers between zero and one hundred according to a 

truncated normal distribution.  While the minimum rating would be zero and the maximum rating would 

be one-hundred, the formula developed aims for all data to fall within a score of five to ninety-five.  Since 
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it has already been seen that average punt length increased over the last half century, aiming for a current 

max of ninety-five would allow for future growth without maxing out the punt rating scale. 

Equations 1 and 2 would give a starting equation from which a punt rating formula could vary to 

fit the requirements.  By only considering the statistics from punters who recorded a minimum of 2 punts 

per game over the course of a season, the maximum and minimum values used were found from the punt 

databases and record books.  The majority of players who record a punt but fail to meet this criteria are 

not accustom to punting; therefore, their performance stands as outlying data and was not considered in 

the development of a punt rating.  

 

     (     )       (1)  

      (     )       (2) 

 

 

As previously mentioned the maximum season value for net punt average in a season is 39.6 

yards, while the minimum is 25.6 yards.  Inserting these values into equations (1) and (2), alpha and beta 

values were calculated as 25.59 and 6.42, respectively.  When these values were applied to all season 

qualifiers the average rating was only 46.1, which was significantly lower than the desired mean of fifty.  

Additionally, as previously mentioned the most common complaint of the quarterback rating is its 

complexity.  In order to avoid the same issue, rounding alpha and beta values to the whole numbers 24 

and 6 equation produced an average rating per qualifying punter of 51.9.  This method was repeated for 

the percent of punts placed inside-the-20, resulting in an alpha and beta value of 5 and 3 with an average 

player rating of 48.5. 

With an approximate rating for each statistic, a weight for each one needed to be determined for 

the final formula.  As Coach Lustig mentioned, when he evaluates punt performance he places the 

greatest amount of emphasis on net yards.  In addition, from Table 2.2, 27.3% of all punts during the 

Super Bowl era have been placed inside-the-20.  Thus, a ratio of 2-to-1, where net yards would contribute 

66.7% of the final rating with the other third being taken from punts inside-the-20, were selected.  By 
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merging these two individual ratings, a formula was created for punting performance, which output a 

single value and had a mean of 50.77. 

While the rating found appears to initially meet the desired criteria for a punt rating, it could not 

be applied to the first ten Super Bowl seasons.  To develop a model for evaluating punting between 1966 

and 1975, equations (1) and (2) were again used along with the same methods previously described to 

calculate alpha and beta values of 6.24 and 30.99 for the statistic average punt length.  After rounding to 

whole numbers, alpha and beta values equal to 6 and 31, respectively, produced a mean rating of 50.5.  

Across the two formulas, the average rating during the Super Bowl era was now 50.71. 

However, there were immediate issues when these formulas were applied to the punt statistics 

from all forty-eight seasons.  First, while the average rating was approximately fifty when applied to all 

punters who averaged two or more punts per game for a season, when applied to all punts in the NFL for 

each season the ratings were significantly larger.  Furthermore, as shown in Figure 2.5, ratings over the 

last thirty-eight seasons have steadily increased.  This makes sense given observations from Figure 2.2 

and how much the punt rating relies on net punt average.  However, because the two ratings were 

developed separately there is a sudden drop in punt ratings between the 1975 and 1976 seasons.  While 

equations (1) and (2) gave excellent starting points, each formula would need to be manipulated in order 

to maintain consistency across all seasons while maintaining an average punt rating of fifty. 
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Figure 2.5: Ratings vs Season Punt Statistics 
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3.  RESULTS 

3.1 Punt Rating 

 Equations (1) and (2) gave excellent starting points for punt formulas but were not an immediate 

solution.  As previously described, the coefficients needed to be manipulated to bring the average season 

punt ratings towards the desired mean value of fifty.  Also taken into consideration was the difference in 

average punt rating between consecutive seasons, which should remain relatively constant.  The final 

ratings were developed by systematically adjusting the alpha and beta coefficients.  These punt rating 

formulas are shown in Figure 3.1. 

 

        1966 - 1975         1976 - Present  

                  (       )      (           )  

           (       )  

            
 

 
 (    ) 

 

Figure 3.1: Punt Rating Formulas 
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Figure 3.2: Average Punt Rating by Season 

 

 

Figure 3.2 graphically depicts how the average punt rating varies by season using the formulas in 

Figure 3.1.  The difference in ratings between the 1975 and 1976 season is minimal, and is lower than the 

average rating difference between consecutive seasons (1.95).  Also, the largest increase or decrease 
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between consecutive seasons happens to occur between 1987 and 1988 when the average punt rating 

increased by 6.45 points.  Simple linear regression was applied to the average seasonal punt rating due to 

the apparent linearity shown in Figure 3.2, and a line of best fit was added to the plot as shown in blue.  

The line has an R
2
 equal to 91.3, and the formula for this line is shown in equation 3. 

 

                                (3) 

 

The Durbin-Watson statistic for this time-series data was found to be 0.545, which is less than the 

lower-bound of 1.50 at the 95% level.  Therefore, there is statistical evidence that the data is positively 

correlated; however, there is no statistical evidence of negative correlation.  This should be expected 

given the parabolic appearance of the average punt rating across the last forty-eight seasons, which is 

highly influenced by the net punt average over the same time period.  Additionally, although punt 

performance appears to have steadily increased over the last half-century, it would not be wise to assume 

this trend continues forever.  Unless significant rule changes in the National Football League affect 

punting performance, punt ratings will most likely plateau at some point in the near future.  If however 

you believe this positive linear growth will continue, then by the 2030 NFL season you could expect the 

average punt rating to be over 80.0. 
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           Figure 3.3: Season Qualifier Punt Ratings                Figure 3.4: Punt Ratings (1966 – 2013) 

 

One of the goals in developing a punt rating formula was to have a mean value of fifty.  While the 

formulas in Figure 3.1 fall short of this goal, they do result in an average rating of 49.85 across all season 
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qualifiers in the Super Bowl era (see Figure 3.3).  Additionally, the average player rating between 1966 

and 1975 is 34.84 while the average from 1976 through 2013 is 55.33.  The lowest rating by any season 

qualifier was 8.38 by Steve Broussard in 1975, and the highest rating obtained to date is 94.13 by Andy 

Lee in 2012.  Despite manipulating the alpha and beta coefficients, these minimum and maximum ratings 

are approximately the desired min and max of five and ninety-five, respectively. 

Figure 3.4 shows the distribution of punt ratings for every player that recorded at least one punt in 

a season throughout the last forty-eight seasons.  While this data is still approximately distributed 

according to a truncated normal, the standard deviation is larger than the season qualifier.  More 

importantly, there is an obvious outlier in the number of players which recorded a punt rating of zero.  

When players not accustom to punting are forced into a situation where they must kick the ball downfield, 

they are not likely to perform near as well as full-time punters.  Thus, the unexpected number of zero 

ratings are from players who averaged less than two punts per game through a season and failed to 

perform at even the lowest accepted levels of professional punters.  These outliers had a significant effect 

on the mean, which explains the five point drop to 44.48.  A closer look at the maximum and minimum 

ratings show there have been five players to receive a score of one-hundred during a season; however, 

collectively they only recorded a combined total of eleven punts.  At the opposite end of the spectrum, 80 

players have had a season punt rating of zero with an average of only 2.4 punts per player per season. 

 

3.2 Normalized Ratings 

 The ratings derived for punting in the National Football League are an excellent measure for 

comparing the performance of players within a single season, or even within a few seasons of one 

another.  However, the punt rating value calculated would not be fair to use as a comparison of 

performance by players separated by more than a few years because the average rating according to 

equation 3 has increased by over 7 points each decade.  Therefore, Jeff Feagles, who played an 

astonishing 22 years in the NFL, likely saw a 17 point increase between his rookie year and final season 

even if his punting performance remained at an equivalent level above or below the league average. 
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In order to fairly compare players across their careers and throughout the Super Bowl era, 

equation 4 was used to normalize all player ratings.  This formula contains three variables; punt rating,  , 

and  .  Punt rating is the calculated rating for each player according to their cumulative season statistics.  

The average punt rating of the season qualifiers is represented by  .  Lastly,   is the standard deviation of 

the punt ratings for all players who recorded a punt during the respective season.  These values for the last 

forty-eight seasons are shown in Table 3.1. 

 
   Table 3.1: Mean and Standard Deviation for Normalized Ratings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season Mean Std Dev Season Mean Std Dev 

1966 35.4228 11.7624 1990 48.1759 18.4603 

1967 35.9949 11.0306 1991 51.9246 16.5481 

1968 35.4180 15.2310 1992 54.3469 13.1225 

1969 35.3739 11.8767 1993 55.5909 10.1167 

1970 36.0442 13.2109 1994 54.3485 12.3384 

1971 35.2788 8.6172 1995 54.7225 20.4986 

1972 35.6888 10.7168 1996 55.3250 16.8770 

1973 36.0272 12.7196 1997 56.7443 17.1526 

1974 30.3250 15.6091 1998 56.4888 14.9183 

1975 31.8255 11.5222 1999 53.7112 13.9674 

1976 34.2315 13.7299 2000 53.6267 12.3838 

1977 36.0883 16.2763 2001 55.2782 18.4101 

1978 38.0565 7.6809 2002 53.6543 13.2906 

1979 41.2658 14.3844 2003 53.0478 15.7303 

1980 42.3258 9.6086 2004 56.5753 19.4904 

1981 45.3937 15.3320 2005 59.1905 19.2624 

1982 44.8578 14.5711 2006 60.7348 13.8365 

1983 46.1459 12.0665 2007 62.7249 10.3737 

1984 46.6934 7.4890 2008 63.8904 12.0001 

1985 47.1645 15.9474 2009 67.8605 13.8582 

1986 46.1907 16.7806 2010 64.1878 19.9597 

1987 39.7521 15.5207 2011 67.9022 15.8460 

1988 46.2028 14.7146 2012 73.9060 17.4214 

1989 45.6164 16.6395 2013 72.3648 19.6808 
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Thus, the normalized rating is a value of how many standard deviations a player’s punt rating was 

from the league average.  These values can be either positive or negative, and 68.3% of all normalized 

ratings should fall within ±1 standard deviation, 95.4% should fall within ±2 standard deviations, and 

99.7% should fall within ±3 standard deviations.  Players who punted above the league average have 

positive normalized ratings while players who punted below average have negative normalized ratings. 

When using normalized ratings to compare punting performance, the number of punts a player 

recorded during a season also needs to be considered.  Multiplying a player’s normalized rating by the 

number of punts in a season places emphasis on performing above average as a full-time punter rather 

than rewarding players who have one or two exceptional punts during a season.  For example, the last 

season in which a player recorded a rating of one hundred was in 2008 (Matt Cassel, QB).  With only one 

punt that season Cassel has a normalized rating of 3.00.  In 2008 the average full-time punter recorded 67 

punts for the season.  For a full-time punter to equal Matt Cassel’s normalized rating, he would need to 

have a punt rating that season of 64.43, only 0.54 points above the 2008 average of 63.89 from Table 3.1.  
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4.  DISCUSSION 

4.1 Team Summary 

 Each NFL team typically only carries one full-time punter; however, the majority of football 

franchises have more than one player record a punt during the course of any given season.  This is often 

due to either a trick play in which another play surprises the defense by punting, or is the result of a team 

replacing their punter because of injury or poor performance.  By summing punt data across all players 

for each team through all forty-eight seasons, each team’s cumulative punt rating was calculated.  This list 

contained 1386 observations for an average of nearly 29 teams each season.  With season punt ratings 

calculated for each team, the correlation between a team’s punt ratings and their win percentage was 

determined.  

Since comparisons were to be made between teams across multiple seasons, the raw punt rating 

would not be sufficient.  Instead, the values in Table 3.1 were used to normalize each team’s punt rating.  

A list of the top 50 team punting performances is shown in Appendix B.  The 1984 Miami Dolphins won 

a league leading 14 regular season games while recording the best punting performance by a team 

throughout a season, 2.21 standard deviations better than the league average.  The 3
rd

 best team punting 

performance was recorded by the 2007 San Francisco 49ers; however, despite leading the NFL that 

season in punting, they finished with a losing record of 6-10.  In contrast, the 6
th
 worst punting 

performance was recorded in 1969 by the Detroit Lions who had a normalized punt rating of -1.74.  Yet 

they finished the season with a winning record and 69.2 win percentage.  Figure 4.1 shows a histogram of 

the normalized punt rating for all teams dating back to 1966. 
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Figure 4.1: Team Normalized Punt Ratings 

 

 

The reason for compiling this team data was to determine whether or not punt ratings are highly 

correlated to a team’s win percentage.  The Pearson correlation was calculated to be only 0.140 with a p-

value of 0.000.  An accepted standard to assume correlation between two variables is 0.7 or greater; 

therefore, unlike quarterback rating, there is no evidence of correlation between win percentage and punt 

rating.  

 

4.2 Careers – Regular Season 

 In the introduction Ray Guy was introduced as the punter many believe to be the best in the 

history of the National Football League.  Now that a punt rating has been developed we can determine 

whether or not his career punting statistics support this claim.  Every player’s punt value was determined 

by taking their normalized punt rating each season and multiplying by the number of punts recorded.   

These values were then summed over each player’s career to determine his career net worth as a punter.  

Using this method, players were only rewarded for playing longer careers if they continued to perform at 

a level above the league average.  Exceptionally long punting careers in the NFL became detrimental to a 

player’s career net value if they played at a level below league average during their last seasons of 

professional football.  Punters were only considered for career net worth if they recorded 250 or more 

punts in the NFL.  Appendix C lists the top 50 punters in the history of the NFL. 
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 Not surprisingly, by a wide margin Ray Guy is the most valuable punter in the NFL through the 

2013 season.  His career net value of 719 was 27% higher than Jerrel Wilson, who ranks as the second 

most valuable punter.  Despite Ray Guy’s success, a closer look at his season-by-season value shows he 

was an above average punter in every season but his last.  Had he retired a year sooner his value would 

have been approximately 20 points higher.  Also worth mentioning, Brad Maynard, the best punter to 

come out of Ball State University, retired as the 29
th
 best punter in the NFL and is currently 34

th
 on the list 

of all-time greats. 

Figure 4.2 shows the distribution of the career net value for all career punt qualifiers.  During the 

Super Bowl era, there have been 152 players who have punted 250 or more times during the regular 

season.  According to these results, Nick Harris was the punter whose performance was the largest 

detriment to his team.  Despite playing professional football for 12 seasons, he was an above average 

punter for only three seasons and accumulated a net value of -368.68. 
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Figure 4.2: Distribution of Career Punt Qualifiers 

 

 

 Most surprising was the fact that 66 career punt qualifiers (43.4%) had a net value less than zero.  

It was not expected that so many professional football franchises would continue to sign and employ 

punters whose performance was worse than league average.  Despite poor season punting performances, 

perhaps these players were still the best available at the time of their signing.  Another possibility was 

they were signed at the height of their careers at which point their performance began to decline, and 

teams chose not to release the punters because of team loyalty or the financial loss taken by having to pay 
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out the contact regardless.  A closer look at how career length varied by net punt value tells that players 

with a positive net value averaged 10 seasons of professional football while players with a net value 

below zero averaged 8 seasons in the NFL.  Ultimately, this information is intriguing and perhaps useful 

in that it statistically supports how professional football players can have a longer than average NFL 

career while rarely performing better than half their peers. 

 

4.3 Careers – Post Season 

 Similar to examining which punters held the most value during the regular season, determining 

which punters performed above or below average in the post-season would be just as informative.  When 

punters have been presented the opportunity to play in the post-season, who has risen to the occasion and 

who has crumbled under pressure? 

As previously mentioned, the benchmark to determine post-season qualifiers was set at 25 punts, 

approximately equal to 5 games for full-time punters.  Under the current playoff format this many games 

would likely require a minimum of two post-season appearances.  To normalize post-season punt ratings 

the mean and standard deviations from the regular season punting was used.  Since each post-season there 

has been an average of only 90 punts compared to 25 times as many during the regular season.  Since the 

1966 playoffs, there have been 173 players who recorded one or more punts in the post-season; 70 have 

recorded at least 25 to qualify for career post-season records.  The top 50 may be found in Appendix D. 

The punter to have the most success throughout his post-season career in the NFL playoffs is, 

once again, Ray Guy.  As previously highlighted, Guy also holds the record for most punts in the 

playoffs, and he finished his post-season career with a net value of 71.69 – 45% higher than the second 

best post-season punter.  The worst punter in the post-season is Danny White, who through 8 playoff 

appearances was never better than average and retired with a post-season value of -87.72.  Additionally, 

Brad Maynard holds the record for number of punts in a single Super Bowl, but finished his career ranked 

#60 with a cumulative post-season value of -48.63.  Through his six appearances in the playoffs only once 

did he finish above average – the 2006 playoffs when he set the record for punts in a single Super Bowl. 
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Figure 4.3: Career Post-Season Punt Qualifiers 

 

 

Figure 4.3 shows the distribution of the net value for all professional football players who have 

recorded 25 or more post-season punts since 1966.  While this distribution looks approximately normal, 

any lack of fit should be attributed to there only being 70 observations.  As the number of players with 

25+ post-season punts increases, we should expect the data to smooth out. 

 
            Table 4.1: Punting Comparison by Season 

 

 

 

 

Initially it was expected the average punt ratings in the post-season would decrease compared to 

the regular season because the average talent of the opposition is higher.  However, as shown by the data 

in Table 4.1, the statistics do not support this belief, and if anything else contradict it.  The difference in 

net average may be attributed to the number of regular season punts being more than 37 times more than 

the number of post-season punts.  The 2.71% difference in percent of punts placed inside-the-20 is likely 

the result of a number of factors such as field position when punting, geographical location of stadiums, 

and whether the playoff games are played in open stadiums or domes [10]. 

 

 

 
Regular Season Post-Season 

Punts Recorded 85980 2289 

Net Average 35.50 35.53 

Punts Inside-20 27.26% 29.97% 
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4.4 Season Honors 

 The last set of statistics to examine was Pro Bowl & All-Pro awardees and their respective punt 

ratings.  Each season there are two punters voted to the Pro-Bowl, which recognizes the top performers in 

the NFL, with one each coming from the National Football Conference (NFC) and American Football 

Conference (AFC).  As of 2013, the Pro Bowl is annually held the weekend prior to the Super Bowl, and 

players are voted to the game by a combination of votes where one-third goes to the fans, one-third to the 

players, and one-third to the coaches.  Voting occurs in the latter half of each NFL season. 

 During the 48 seasons since the addition of the Super Bowl, there have been 96 punters voted to 

the Pro Bowl.  According to my punt rating, of these 96 Pro-Bowl selections twenty-two ranked as the top 

punter in the NFL during each respective season.  Furthermore, sixteen ranked as the second best punter, 

and 66.3% (65/98) placed among the top five punters according to their punt rating.  According to punt 

rating the average pro-bowl punter ranked #6 in the league; however, Figure 4.4 shows how this value is 

skewed by outliers who ranked near the bottom of the league when voted to the Pro Bowl.  It is important 

to note though, that all five of the players whose rank was 20 or worse when voted to the Pro Bowl 

received these honors between 1966 and 1968.  During these seasons, the Pro Bowl was in its infancy, 

and therefore all participants in the voting did not have prior experience on which to base this selection. 
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Figure 4.4: Pro Bowl Punters 

 

 

Additional season honors include the selection to the Associated Press NFL All-Pro Team in 

which a national panel of 50 media members vote for the top player at each NFL roster position.  The 
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player receiving the most votes is awarded 1
st
 Team All-Pro honors, and the runner-up is placed on the 

AP 2
nd

 Team All-Pro.  Of those players voted to the 1
st
 Team, twenty-one ranked first among all punters, 

twenty-eight were top two, and a staggering 81% (39/48) ranked in the top five.  Figure 4.5 shows the 

distribution of these rankings, which have an average value of 2.8.  Similarly, Figure 4.6 shows the 

distribution of rankings among players voted as AP 2
nd

 Team All-Pro. 
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           Figure 4.5: AP 1st Team All-Pro Rankings            Figure 4.6: AP 2nd Team All-Pro Rankings 

 

 

 Among players voted as 2
nd

 Team All-Pro, nine were ranked as the best punter that season, 

seventeen were within the top two, and twenty-seven were within the top five at their position.  Based on 

this information it quickly becomes obvious that when compared to the developed punt rating, members 

of the media have been more successful at selecting the top punters in the league for post-season honors.  

That being said, there is still room for improvement, and I believe the information provided by a punt 

rating would benefit all voters. 
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5.  CONCLUSION 

 The punt rating formulas shown in Figure 3.1 appear to do an excellent job at measuring the 

performance of punting in the National Football League across all Super Bowl seasons.  There is no 

current statistic to compare the performance of this rating; however, the rating does support the voting 

results for the majority of all professional awards.  First, the developed punt rating identifies Ray Guy as 

the most successful punter in the history of the NFL, thereby justifying his selection for the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame.  Secondly, the rating statistically justifies the majority of punters voted to the Pro Bowl and 

All-Pro Teams.  Additionally, the punt rating meets the criteria for mean, minimum, and maximum values 

of fifty, zero, and one-hundred, respectively. 

 While the formulas developed do an excellent job evaluating the performance of punting 

throughout a season or career, there is room to improve when measuring punt performance for individual 

games.  During a single game punters average only five punts per game.  This has no effect on the portion 

of the rating which measures net average; however, the same cannot be said for the portion of the formula 

measuring percent of punts placed inside-the-20.  This portion of the formula contributes one-third of the 

final rating, and with five punts in a game the punter can only score zero, forty, eighty, or one-hundred.  

Furthermore, when a player punts only four times, the only scores they can receive are zero, fifty, or one-

hundred.  This results in the single game punt rating being greatly influenced by the large standard 

deviation from so few punts contributing to the percentage of punts placed inside-the-20. 

 Although the developed punt rating may be limited in its application to single games, it is equally 

effective for evaluating punting performances at all levels of football.  For example, the average punt 

rating for teams in the Mid-American Conference of college football during the 2011, 2012, and 2013 

seasons was 58.86.  In comparison, the average rating in the NFL during the same time frame was 71.39.  

This means the average college punter averaged a rating 12.5 points lower than the professionals, but this 

difference is likely due to punters in the NFL having stronger legs, more experience, and better developed 

talent.  If the punt formula was applied to high school punting, a similar difference in average rating 

would be expected when compared to that of college punters.  However, while the punt rating formula is 
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applicable to all levels of football, the mean value of fifty should not be expected to remain constant when 

applied to future punt data or punting at any level other than the National Football League.  That being 

said, high school and college punters are constantly being evaluated and recruited for play at the next 

level, and this formula would provide coaches a quick and effective method for measuring the 

performance of all potential recruits.  

 In conclusion, the developed punt rating formula does an excellent job of evaluating punting 

performance in the National Football League since 1966.  Further research can be done to develop a better 

rating for single game performances; however, there are no current methods which better evaluate punters 

by providing a single value corresponding to performance throughout a season or career.  This rating not 

only justifies season and career awards that previously relied on voting from panels of football experts, 

but can also be applied to punting at the high school and collegiate levels.  Given the impact punting can 

have on a game through a single play, this rating has the potential to forever change how punters are 

evaluated and viewed by scouts and coaches. 
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Appendix A: Season Summaries 

Season Teams Games Punts/Gm Avg Net Avg In-20 Net Yards In-20 % Rating 

2013 32 16 4.77 45.3098 39.7832 845 73.92 69.26 72.36 

2012 32 16 4.75 45.8931 39.9873 874 74.94 71.85 73.91 

2011 32 16 4.78 45.2648 39.0364 775 70.18 63.34 67.90 

2010 32 16 4.79 43.6016 37.5216 825 62.61 67.35 64.19 

2009 32 16 4.67 44.0962 38.4544 825 67.27 69.04 67.86 

2008 32 16 4.30 44.0272 37.7457 707 63.73 64.21 63.89 

2007 32 16 4.56 43.4503 37.2793 763 61.40 65.38 62.72 

2006 32 16 4.84 43.4235 37.0840 760 60.42 61.36 60.73 

2005 32 16 4.84 42.5910 36.8273 735 59.14 59.30 59.19 

2004 32 16 4.84 41.9540 35.9887 742 54.94 59.84 56.58 

2003 32 16 4.83 41.3648 35.1851 709 50.93 57.29 53.05 

2002 32 16 4.48 41.3207 34.9699 703 49.85 61.26 53.65 

2001 31 16 4.93 42.1121 35.4624 748 52.31 61.21 55.28 

2000 31 16 4.95 41.8936 35.2852 712 51.43 58.03 53.63 

1999 31 16 5.18 41.8757 35.4803 723 52.40 56.33 53.71 

1998 30 16 5.04 43.4355 36.4214 668 57.11 55.25 56.49 

1997 30 16 5.10 42.9751 36.1304 721 55.65 58.93 56.74 

1996 30 16 4.82 43.1176 36.0463 642 55.23 55.51 55.32 

1995 30 16 4.45 42.1258 35.5047 632 52.52 59.12 54.72 

1994 28 16 4.86 41.7754 35.3606 647 51.80 59.44 54.35 

1993 28 16 4.63 42.4105 36.1491 573 55.75 55.28 55.59 

1992 28 16 4.45 42.4420 36.1159 517 55.58 51.88 54.35 

1991 28 16 4.40 41.7235 35.5748 493 52.87 50.03 51.92 

1990 28 16 4.23 40.8464 34.5346 466 47.67 49.18 48.18 

1989 28 16 4.60 40.5696 33.7407 510 43.70 49.44 45.62 

1988 28 16 4.81 40.5932 33.8980 535 44.49 49.63 46.20 

1987 28 15 5.03 39.7679 32.6717 449 38.36 42.54 39.75 

1986 28 16 5.10 40.9435 34.1967 532 45.98 46.61 46.19 

1985 28 16 5.05 41.6580 34.4918 527 47.46 46.58 47.16 

1984 28 16 5.01 41.3379 34.4695 509 47.35 45.39 46.69 

1983 28 16 4.99 41.0461 34.1258 527 45.63 47.18 46.15 

1982 28 9 4.93 40.8655 34.3349 256 46.67 41.22 44.86 

1981 28 16 4.98 41.1268 34.2344 489 46.17 43.84 45.39 

1980 28 16 4.81 40.5688 33.4882 454 42.44 42.10 42.33 

1979 28 16 5.13 39.7647 33.2823 471 41.41 40.97 41.27 

1978 28 16 5.43 39.0074 32.1077 524 35.54 43.09 38.06 

1977 28 14 5.70 38.9490 31.9088 438 34.54 39.18 36.09 

1976 28 14 5.71 39.0871 31.5608 415 32.80 37.09 34.23 

1975 26 14 5.37 39.6085 -- -- -- -- 31.83 

1974 26 14 5.30 39.1083 -- -- -- -- 30.33 

1973 26 14 4.85 41.0091 -- -- -- -- 36.03 

1972 26 14 4.42 40.8963 -- -- -- -- 35.69 

1971 26 14 4.79 40.7596 -- -- -- -- 35.28 

1970 26 14 5.22 41.0147 -- -- -- -- 36.04 

1969 26 14 4.99 40.7913 -- -- -- -- 35.37 

1968 26 14 5.03 40.8060 -- -- -- -- 35.42 

1967 25 14 5.04 40.9983 -- -- -- -- 35.99 

1966 24 14 4.86 40.8076 -- -- -- -- 35.42 
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Appendix B: Top 50 Regular Season Teams 

Rank Season Team Punts Avg Net Avg IN 20 Win Pct Rating Normalized 

1 1984 MIA 51 44.73 38.10 15 0.875 63.27 2.2132 

2 1978 OAK 81 42.74 35.04 23 0.563 52.39 1.8657 

3 2007 SF 105 47.31 41.01 42 0.313 80.03 1.6683 

4 2007 SD 81 46.11 40.05 36 0.688 79.79 1.6454 

5 1976 BAL 59 39.69 34.76 21 0.786 56.27 1.6052 

6 1976 ATL 101 42.11 36.17 28 0.286 55.71 1.5643 

7 1992 PHO 58 42.83 39.36 23 0.250 74.31 1.5213 

8 1987 DET 70 41.81 37.57 22 0.267 62.86 1.4887 

9 1978 CIN 95 42.39 34.14 27 0.250 49.40 1.4773 

10 1978 MIA 81 40.28 34.32 22 0.688 49.18 1.4478 

11 1978 DET 86 42.49 35.23 19 0.438 48.84 1.4036 

12 1971 KC 64 44.75 -- -- 0.769 47.25 1.3892 

13 1983 MIA 74 43.09 36.80 26 0.750 62.75 1.3759 

14 1971 CIN 73 44.70 -- -- 0.286 47.10 1.3713 

15 1993 NYG 44 42.77 39.89 13 0.688 69.32 1.3569 

16 1985 RAM 87 43.23 38.24 32 0.688 68.66 1.3478 

17 2011 SF 78 50.90 44.55 28 0.813 89.10 1.3379 

18 1984 KC 98 44.87 37.51 22 0.500 56.67 1.3317 

19 2007 OAK 73 49.11 41.10 25 0.250 76.48 1.3263 

20 1984 CHI 83 40.10 35.71 26 0.625 56.59 1.3210 

21 1978 PIT 66 40.03 35.20 14 0.875 48.13 1.3117 

22 1977 CIN 69 41.88 37.00 18 0.571 57.39 1.3088 

23 2009 TEN 47 45.26 41.85 21 0.500 85.96 1.3059 

24 2000 OAK 65 45.91 38.54 24 0.750 69.74 1.3015 

25 1993 DAL 56 41.82 37.73 22 0.750 68.63 1.2890 

26 1987 NO 52 40.46 35.56 19 0.800 59.55 1.2757 

27 2003 SEA 67 41.22 38.24 29 0.625 72.99 1.2674 

28 1982 DEN 45 45.02 37.76 14 0.222 63.26 1.2629 

29 1982 BUF 35 37.94 36.51 13 0.444 63.14 1.2549 

30 1982 NYG 49 42.78 37.33 16 0.444 62.86 1.2353 

31 1983 NE 81 44.63 37.07 25 0.500 60.82 1.2163 

32 1966 BAL 49 45.57 -- -- 0.643 49.71 1.2150 

33 2003 NO 71 44.28 38.73 28 0.500 72.07 1.2090 

34 1979 KC 89 43.63 37.43 23 0.438 58.65 1.2087 

35 2008 OAK 90 48.79 41.18 33 0.313 78.37 1.2067 

36 2009 ARI 86 47.03 40.60 42 0.625 84.57 1.2060 

37 2006 SD 69 41.93 38.22 35 0.875 77.39 1.2038 

38 2000 PIT 90 43.82 37.92 34 0.563 68.26 1.1816 

39 1970 CIN 79 46.22 -- -- 0.571 51.65 1.1809 

40 1988 DEN 68 43.79 37.85 21 0.500 63.43 1.1708 

41 2008 SD 51 45.73 40.90 19 0.500 77.84 1.1627 

42 2012 SF 67 48.15 43.24 36 0.733 94.13 1.1608 

43 1977 WAS 91 38.48 35.10 29 0.643 54.91 1.1563 

44 2001 NE 50 39.94 37.96 25 0.688 76.53 1.1545 

45 1999 SD 89 43.93 38.73 32 0.500 69.74 1.1474 

46 1991 RAI 67 44.19 38.51 26 0.563 70.90 1.1464 

47 1980 OAK 71 43.65 35.93 18 0.688 53.33 1.1456 

48 2009 OAK 96 51.14 43.85 30 0.313 83.68 1.1416 

49 1999 TEN 90 42.49 38.10 35 0.813 69.59 1.1370 

50 1981 DET 64 43.50 37.27 21 0.500 62.76 1.1327 
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Appendix C: Top 50 Regular Season Punters 

Rank Player Seasons Punts Avg Net Avg IN 20 Value 

1 Ray Guy 14 1049 42.41 27.96 210 719.5264 

2 Jerrel Wilson 16 1072 43.04 31.08 39 566.8349 

3 Reggie Roby 16 992 43.30 36.29 298 506.2983 

4 Shane Lechler 14 1102 47.55 39.08 356 499.9637 

5 Rich Camarillo 15 1027 42.74 35.97 279 456.0288 

6 Craig Hentrich 16 1150 42.85 36.92 399 445.1869 

7 Mike Scifres 10 629 45.11 39.10 257 423.9920 

8 Jeff Feagles 22 1713 41.57 36.11 554 406.4566 

9 Matt Turk 16 1116 42.42 37.46 366 388.1124 

10 Dustin Colquitt 9 744 44.87 39.48 285 369.9677 

11 Bobby Walden 14 974 41.61 31.37 35 330.9990 

12 Andy Lee 10 869 46.14 39.59 272 325.8604 

13 Dave Jennings 14 1154 41.22 30.08 232 320.9265 

14 Tommy Davis 8 452 44.68 -- -- 304.8631 

15 Mike Horan 16 1003 42.16 36.22 262 301.5131 

16 Bobby Joe Green 14 970 42.59 -- -- 293.2481 

17 Craig Colquitt 7 431 41.29 34.82 112 280.9923 

18 Darren Bennett 11 836 43.44 36.75 262 272.8416 

19 John James 13 1083 40.62 24.21 160 257.4830 

20 Danny White 10 610 40.18 34.15 144 234.1151 

21 Pat McInally 10 700 41.87 33.97 157 229.8953 

22 Mike Bragg 13 978 39.83 33.72 101 225.2484 

23 Dave Lewis 4 285 43.67 -- -- 217.8740 

24 John Jett 11 756 42.44 36.09 241 217.0082 

25 Tom Skladany 6 295 42.12 35.31 69 215.5225 

26 Josh Miller 12 750 43.06 36.19 248 199.7494 

27 Tom Rouen 13 773 43.49 36.77 236 198.3185 

28 George Roberts 5 306 40.99 34.58 72 197.6756 

29 Mike Saxon 11 813 41.68 34.89 240 195.5485 

30 Bob Scarpitto 4 283 43.84 -- -- 192.8853 

31 Greg Montgomery 9 524 43.57 36.89 140 175.8499 

32 Donnie Jones 10 818 45.49 39.36 259 167.8154 

33 Billy Van Heusen 9 574 41.70 28.30 4 160.0931 

34 Brad Maynard 15 1339 41.84 36.60 439 158.0200 

35 David Lee 13 838 40.60 31.27 57 127.3399 

36 Brett Kern 6 405 44.70 39.88 148 124.6053 

37 Don Chandler 8 421 43.45 -- -- 119.9696 

38 Danny Villanueva 7 488 42.75 -- -- 118.8568 

39 Todd Sauerbrun 13 889 44.10 36.34 264 117.4326 

40 Rohn Stark 16 1141 43.41 35.44 265 113.0600 

41 Dennis Partee 8 519 41.27 -- -- 112.6234 

42 Greg Coleman 12 820 40.59 33.92 186 108.7484 

43 Ron Widby 6 368 41.98 -- -- 105.0139 

44 Max Runager 11 661 40.21 33.90 169 102.9781 

45 Mike Eischeid 9 565 41.23 -- -- 96.8426 

46 Sam Koch 8 648 44.80 38.81 225 94.8018 

47 Curley Johnson 10 559 42.31 -- -- 88.8174 

48 Rick Donnellly 6 376 42.10 34.96 92 88.5081 

49 Ben Graham 8 446 44.21 37.77 157 88.0527 

50 Tom Wittum 5 380 40.77 31.40 25 85.6675 
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Appendix D: Top 50 Post Season Punters 

Rank Player Punts Avg Net Avg IN 20 Value 

1 Ray Guy 111 42.39 -- -- 71.6933 

2 Klaus Wilmsmeyer 28 41.75 39.54 12 49.2127 

3 Lee Johnson 40 43.25 -- -- 46.1689 

4 Mike Scifres 52 44.81 39.31 23 42.5112 

5 Jeff Feagles 57 42.49 -- 17 30.9023 

6 Jerrel Wilson 43 43.40 -- -- 30.7442 

7 Rich Camarillo 35 44.54 -- -- 28.1637 

8 Tom Hutton 33 41.42 36.61 13 26.2805 

9 Thomas Morstead 29 44.69 40.90 11 22.9990 

10 Bobby Walden 48 41.48 -- -- 21.4874 

11 Craig Hentrich 101 41.00 36.63 35 19.7524 

12 Matt Turk 40 41.68 38.95 11 18.1438 

13 Mike Eischeid 72 41.36 -- -- 16.3788 

14 Craig Colquitt 26 42.08 -- -- 15.1878 

15 Marv Bateman 28 42.75 -- -- 15.0628 

16 Kyle Richardson 45 39.98 34.89 15 12.3453 

17 John Kidd 53 42.94 -- 11 11.5322 

18 Todd Sauerbrun 43 44.44 38.19 11 9.1353 

19 Cliff Parsley 40 40.18 -- -- 5.6692 

20 Andy Lee 36 46.31 39.78 12 4.7414 

21 Sean Landeta 84 40.67 -- 12 3.6875 

22 Mike Saxon 30 42.07 -- 7 3.3444 

23 Josh Bidwell 28 40.71 35.36 12 0.5459 

24 Dirk Johnson 34 40.97 36.59 9 0.4665 

25 Jason Baker 29 38.79 34.93 11 -2.3826 

26 John Jett 44 42.36 35.39 14 -5.0245 

27 Neil Clabo 44 38.70 -- -- -5.1392 

28 David Lee 60 39.95 -- -- -5.6861 

29 Larry Seiple 50 40.00 -- -- -5.8672 

30 Reggie Roby 47 41.09 -- 8 -6.7555 

31 Mike Bragg 35 39.49 -- -- -7.9312 

32 Pat McAfee 26 46.42 40.65 4 -7.9985 

33 Shane Lechler 34 41.56 32.76 11 -8.0383 

34 Steve Cox 43 40.21 -- -- -9.0358 

35 Ron Widby 59 40.17 -- -- -14.2570 

36 Toby Gowin 39 39.82 33.85 12 -16.5937 

37 Bryan Wagner 38 39.71 -- 3 -16.8089 

38 Jeff Gossett 42 39.12 -- 3 -17.0266 

39 Tim Masthay 37 40.24 35.84 13 -18.3498 

40 Ken Walter 37 37.49 33.49 10 -18.6007 

41 Don Cockroft 26 37.12 -- -- -20.2874 

42 Greg Montgomery 35 41.17 -- 2 -21.2558 

43 Maury Buford 34 38.68 -- -- -23.7023 

44 Mike Horan 67 40.73 -- 6 -24.2617 

45 Kelly Goodburn 29 36.86 -- 3 -25.4090 

46 Dave Jennings 40 39.20 -- -- -27.9051 

47 Steve Spurrier 28 37.18 -- -- -29.0180 

48 Ben Graham 33 39.27 32.88 17 -29.1124 

49 Josh Miller 59 40.90 33.46 17 -30.4348 

50 Dale Hatcher 44 38.00 -- -- -31.0068 
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