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ABSTRACT 

This thesis explores the social impact a new pedestrian bridge linking the Eastern 

Market with a severely distressed community to its east could bring to Detroit 

Michigan. This project stems from an ARCH 302 competition project that I worked 

on with my colleague, Morganne Walker. The competition required us to design a 

steel pedestrian bridge and have a pavilion containing an auxiliary program. For 

our site we chose to connect Detroit's Eastern Market, an active farmers market, 

with a neglected, dilapidated neighborhood. With our auxiliary program of an urban 

agriculture supply hub, we intend to encourage urban farming on the vacant lots in 

the vicinity of the pavilion. This thesis determines whether this project could make 

an impact of the declining city of Detroit, and demonstrates how revitalization is 

possible in a place so devastated, so that the community can stand by their city 

motto proudly, "We Hope for Better Things; It Shall Rise from the Ashes." 
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NTRODUCT ON 

Due to institutional abandonment, Detroit's urban landscape has succumbed 

to economic distress and ritualistic abuse. Amid this gradual decline, faithful 

citizens refuse to believe that Detroit is beyond saving, maintaining hope that their 

city will "Rise from the Ashes." Acknowledging this hope encourages people to 

take a second look at the city's more neglected regions to rejuvenate the essence 

of what has been lost from decades before and reconnect the disjointed pieces of 

a fragmented city. The bridge weaves through the heart of the Eastern Market as a 

sinuous steel thread upon which pedestrians discover a renewed energy of growth. 

The form curves to infuse an organic spirit into the hardened cityscape. Elevated 

above the city streets, visitors experience the flaws and history of the timeworn 

urban infrastructure. To revitalize this community, an auxiliary pavilion adjoining 

the bridge provides an urban agriculture supply hub and education facility, which 

loans supplies to local citizens to entice them to garden/farm in the area. This 

pavilion sits within an abandoned warehouse located along the Dequindre Cut. 

This quarter-mile-Iong journey brings long-overdue regeneration to a distressed 

neighborhood by reintroducing a sense of pride to the people. 

These are the words that Morganne Walker and I used on our design titled 

"Regenerating Detroit." This was a competition project we completed in our third 

year as architecture students. It is one of the few projects that I will remember long 

past graduation. It awakened in me a passion for hope. A drive to help the world 

that is so oftentimes falling apart around us. 

Through visiting the city and learning about its evolution and devolution 
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Figure 1: Graffiti at the Packard Plant in Detroit, taken in March 2013. 

through film and books, I developed a connection with a city in which I have never 

lived in. A city I probably will never live in. Working on this project has changed my 

outlook on life and architecture. Before "Regenerating Detroit" I saw architecture 

as stagnant, I had lost my motivation to continue with it. While we were designing, I 

realized that the reason I had such a quiet, stationary view of architecture was due 

to the simple fact that I had forgotten about the people. 

The people of any place playa significant role in how that space functions. 

Working on this design exposed me to the history of this crumbling city, it showed 

me its roots and explained to me why it is in its current state. It has been said that 

"Detroit is a symbol of how giants fall" (American Revolutionary). The past few 

decades have issued fatal blows to the once thriving powerhouse of the United 

States. The history has shown me the hope that can live within those who have lost 

so much. 

The city has been tattooed in graffiti that illustrate its struggles. These 

drawings show all who pass that it is a city trying to hold on to what it can, "to make 
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Figure 2: Graffiti at the Packard Plant in Detroit, taken in March 2014. 

Figure 3: Mural near the Eastern Market, taken in March 2014. 

a way out of no way" (qtd. in Dotson 31) They are marks of desperation and marks 

of revival. They are attempting to help Detroit live up to its motto, and it will "rise 

from its ashes". 
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HSTOR CAL CONTEXT 

The city of Detroit was founded in 1701 and is one of the oldest cities within 

the Midwestern United States (Quaife). Detroit, like many other American cities 

experienced a lot of growth over the centuries. At the beginning of the twentieth 

century, the city boomed at an accelerated rate. This was the result of the beginnings 

of automobile manufacturing. In 1913, Henry Ford stream-lined the process of car 

assembly, allowing him to mass produce vehicles (Ford's). This lead to an increase 

in car sales that attracted other motor companies as well, such as General Motors. 

As a result of this industry's success, the population steadily grew, and with that 

the industry grew as well. During the world wars the car plants in Detroit were 

repurposed as war material manufacturers. The war caused many men to go 

overseas to fig ht, and resultantly left woman and African American men in the bulk 

of the manufacturing jobs, but when the war ended and the soldiers came back, 

nlany peop,le lost their jobs. At its peak in 1950, Detroit was the home to 1.9 million 

people, whereas now, based on the 2010 census and subsequent projections, 

Detroit houses less than 700,000 ("Detroit"). These astonishing statistics cause 

one to question, "why did all of the people leave?" 

After 1950, the population slowly started to decline because of the 

decentralization, automation, and use of overtime in the auto industry (Sugrue 

141). Decentralization is the act of the plants moving further and further away 

from the headquarters. It could mean moving a plant to the suburbs, or even to 

a different state. Many industries decentralized and began to cover the entire 

Midwest. Additionally, the federal government encouraged, supported, and 

facilitated the phenomenon that eventually became known as suburban sprawl, 
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Com,paring Detroit to three other maj'or c'ities 
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Figure 4: Map of Detroit illustrating its vast area. (Comparing) 

in case of air raids during World War II and then again during the Korean War 

(Sugrue 140). The immense sprawl left Detroit with lands vaster than its current 

boundaries. The current city limits can fit San Francisco, Boston, and Manhattan in 

it, in regards to land area (Oeforce). (Figure 4) Despite its sprawling configuration, 

Detroit proper, which was once the fourth most populous city in the United States, 

is now eighteenth in regard to city population.("Top"). Another aspect that led to 

the decline was automation in industry. This was a result of new technology being 

implemented into the car industry that eliminated the need for smaller jobs. A third 

aspect was the use of overtime. By allowing the workers to work later hours at 

higher wages, the auto industry saved money because they did not need to hire as 

many people, or train them, 

In addition to the auto industry, racial tensions also contributed to the decline. 

According to Thomas Sugrue, the people most resistant to integration were working 

class white Catholics (235). Racial tensions appeared in the auto industry and in 
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the housing market. Because of racism, many African Americans were confined 

to slums, and despite how hard they tried, the structural barriers on the housing 

market prevented their moving to better neighborhoods. The discordance among 

Detroit citizens led to revolts that were suppressed by the authorities. These acts 

of violence, and the possibility of having an African American neighbor caused 

those with the ability, to flee. Detroit was a major participant in the practice of 

white flight-- The act of white Americans transplanting their lives because of their 

irrational fears on integration. 

Today, as a result from racial tensions, Detroit's population is predorninantly 

African American. The combination of drastic population shrinkage and vast land 

area has caused the city's infrastructure to crack. The drastic population decline 

Detroit's budget cuts over the past few years have led to slower police, ambulance, 

and fire fighter response times. These changes have caused abandoned buildings 

to be left to burn away because it would requires more resources to fight it than to 

let it run its course. Detroit has consistently been named as one of the top ten most 

dangerous cities in the United States. This intense violence has caused the city 

to spend more on incarceration than on higher education (Deforce) . In 2013, the 

city declared bankruptcy and was granted twenty four million dollars by the federal 

government to be used to immediately hire 150 firefighters (Spangler) The future 

of the city remains uncertain. 

The essential factors in Detroit's dedine were the auto industry and racial 

tensions. Both of these reasons led the city to what it is today, a crumbling tower 

that once held all of the power. 
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REGENERATNG DETRO T 

INTRODUCTI 

Regenerating Detroit's beginning was just another studio project. Except 

this time it was to be a competition. To set the parameters of the project, it was 

aligned with the 2012-2013 ACSAlAISC (Association of Collegiate Schools of 

Architecture/ American Institute of Steel Construction) student design competition, 

following category one "Building to Bridge." While the program, to design a bridge 

with a pavilion, provided as part of the assignment, we were given a few options 

for our site. Our options were to design a bridge for an airport in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina; design a health clinic for the homeless in Santa Monica, California; utilize 

an abandoned railroad truss in Muncie, Indiana, off of the Cardinal Greenway; or 

design a bridge in the Eastern Market region of Detroit, Michigan. Out of these 

possibilities, the Detroit site caught my friend Morganne Walker's and my eyes. 

After the initial presentation of the program and site options, Morganne and I 

decided to become partners on the project. 

We began the design process by thoroughly reading through the competition 

brief which outlined all the regulations for submitting a design. The brief stated that 

it will have architecture students design a "pedestrian bridge that will enrich its 

location and provide a vital spatial connection" (2012-13). Since the competition 

was sponsored by the AISC, the American Institute of Steel Construction, it was 

required that the main building component be steel. The bridge must also have an 

additional function that encourages people to use it. As far as the pavilion goes, it 

must "create a destination and support the cause for crossing" (2012-13). The brief 
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Figure 5: Empty lots in a neighborhood near the Eastern Market. 

Figure 6: Detroit's thriving Eastern Market. 
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states that it could be anything that "serves to explain and enhance the location 

and the experience of crossing" (2012-13) 

SITE. 
When we started the competition, we only had a vague notion of the current 

state of Detroit. To help us understand the city, we embarked on a day trip to visit 

the site. In preparation for the trip and project, we had watched a few films on 

Detroit, even so, they did not prepare us for what we saw. What we saw will stay 

with us forever. There was an abundance of industrial abandonment, everywhere 

we looked we saw an empty, often charred, structures. The city blocks that had 

been brimming with homes in their heyday, are now diminished to a couple up-kept 

structures which are surrounded by fields of decay. Figure 5 depicts a neighborhood 

to the east of the Eastern Market, where the majority of the block was comprised 

on empty lots. 

The trip also showed us a variety of locations in which we could design 

our bridge all located around the thriving Eastern Market (Figure 6).The first site 

option was at the southern end of the market. The bridge was to span across the 

interstate, possibly replacing an already existing pedestrian bridge (Figure 7). The 

second site was to the east of the market along what is known as the Dequindre 

Cut. The Dequindre Cut is essentially an abandoned rail line that ran through 

Detroit (Figure 8). The third option was to connect an abandoned public housing 

complex on the west side of the site to the Eastern Market, in hopes of sparking 

redevelopment in that area (Figure 9). 
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Figure 7: Detroit site option 1. 

Figure 8: Detroit site option 2. 
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Figure 9: Detroit site option 3. 

After surveying all three locations, Morganne and I decided to work with 

option two, the Oequindre Cut. The site has both advantages and challenges. A 

benefit is the close proximity to the market with the challenge of many derelict 

buildings blocking direct access. Another benefit was the connection to a residential 

neighborhood, with the challenge that it is dwindling. The diagram in figure 10 

illustrates the density of the surrounding area with the cross shaped structures 

depicting the Eastern Market from above and the s-shaped structure showing our 

proposed bridge. The market is surrounded by many local restaurants and shops 

feeding off of the popularity of the market. The eastern part of the map shows a 

much sparser region. It contains a spread out residential area, a few commercial 

buildings, and a school right next to the Oequindre Cut. This is the region we strove 

to link. Through planning, we were able to overcome the challenges of the site. 

[11 ] 
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Figure 10: Diagram illustrati.ng the density around the Eastern Market. 

The connecting point between the residential and the Eastern Market is 

the Dequindre Cut. Along much of this line are many abandoned industrial and 

commercial structures that have been slowly deteriorating over time, as can be 

seen in figure 8. 

P VILIO . 
When approaching the design we took a day to think about, not what we 

wanted to design, but what Detroit needs. We brainstormed a long varying list 
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including a museum, a health clinic, a bike garage, a dog park, an art gallery, and 

a restaurant. In the end we decided to do something related to urban agriculture. 

Urban agriculture, or urban farming, is the act of utilizing urban spaces 

for food production and distribution. According to the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), 

Urban agriculture is an important source of environmental and 

prod uction efficiency benefits. The use of best management practices 

and integrated farming systems protect soil fertility and stability, prevent 

excessive runoff, provide habitats for a widened diversity of flora and 

fauna, reduce the emissions of C02, increase carbon sequestration, 

and reduce the incidence and severity of natural disasters such as floods 

and landslides. Decorative or scenic agriculture landscapes, waterways, 

and buildings provide numerous benefits including recreational activities, 

scenic views, and open space qualities. These positive benefits often 

merit assistance to producers such as technical and financial and other 

public support (What Is Urban Agriculture?). 

Urban farms can be in a variety of locations varying from rooftops to abandoned 

lots. 

Environmental movements within the past decades have promoted urban 

farnling in all cities. Detroit itself has many urban farms scattered across the city's 

vast lands. Realizing that many city fanlilies would rather go to the gas station to 

get their dinner than a grocery store, due to having to travel quite a distance to 

find one, drew Morganne and I to this idea. We began thinking that the sparse 
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neighborhood would be the ideal location of an urban farm. Instead of just proposing 

a fully functioning farm for our program, we decided to engage in critical analysis 

about the topic. We began to inquire as to where the other farms obtain all the 

equipment to maintain their farm and thus had the idea of our program being a 

non-profit, urban agriculture hub. A place which lends out farming equipment to 

the local farms so that they can focus more on growing, than on trying acquire an 

expensive tilling machines and other equipment. Additionally, the hub would sell 

seeds and other non-reusable items to the community at a cheap rate to promote 

the idea further. The goal of the hub is to encourage the surrounding neighborhood 

to farm on their nearby vacant lands. 

To supplement this program, we introduced an educational aspect. The 

close proximity to a local community school, Edison Public School Academy, 

sparked this idea. According to a Detroit News article, nearly three dozen children 

die a year in the city (Bouffard). With the theory that keeping kids off the street will 

reduce their susceptibility to crime, this program is for them. It is disheartening 

to see statistics on the children in Detroit. The goal of the educational program 

is to teach the children how to urban farm. We believe that if engaged in growing 

enough and encouraged enough, the children will grow to appreciate all that urban 

agriculture can do for them. (Figure 11) The education program, consists of an 

education center within the pavilion to be used for instructional and demonstration 

purposes, and also a series of learning gardens that will help the children learn 

about the different types of plants and growing conditions. (Figure 12) The learning 

gardens are built similar to urban gardens that exist on asphalted surfaces. Figure 
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Figure 11: Photomontage of the education aspect of the program. 

Figure 1:2: Rendering of the Learning Garden. 
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Figure 13: Outside of proposed pavi:lion structure. left, March 2013. right, March 2014. 

Figure 14: Inside of proposed pavilion structure. :Ieft, March 2013. right, March 2014. 

Figure 15: Doorway inside of proposed pavilion structure. left, March 2013. right, March 2014. 
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Figure 16: Photomontage of the open-air arts market. 

19 illustrates this method. The bottom layer is a waterproof membrane to keep 

moisture from creeping into the concrete, then a drainage layer and a filter fabric 

are added to prevent sediments from getting into the roof drains ("Green Roof 

Basics"). On top of this a layer of soil and plants complete the gardens' construction. 

After deciding on the program, the next step was to determine the structure 

that would house it. After much consideration, we chose to repurpose an existing, 

decaying building and use it as a template when designing. The building is an 

abandoned two story structure that used to be either a warehouse or an industrial 

building. During our day trip, we explored the site and saw the potential in the 

building. Figures 13 through 15 show the structure back in March of 2013, when 

we first visited the site, and also show a visit from March of 2014 when I returned. 

Through our explorations, we discovered beauty in the dilapidation. It intrigued us 
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Figure 17: Proposed floor plans of the Regenerating Detroit pavilion. 
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immensely that such a large structure could be left to waste. (That is until we saw 

the Packard Plant and observed a much larger scale of abandonment.) While the 

continuing decay of the structure is evident, it is, for the most part, still intact. In 

2013 when we visited, there were a few walls still holding on, but last March, of 

2014, those few remaining walls have begun to tumble. According to the Portland 

Business Journal, sometinles reusing even just the old structure of a building cuts 

down on construction costs and is more sustainable than tearing down an old 

structure to build a new one (Dowty). With this in mind, we took over the structure 

and organized the program based on the existing bays. 

The bottom floor of the building is to house the urban farming hub. To 

incorporate this program, the space has been divided up into sections: a section 

for large farming equipment, like tractors; a section for small farming equipment, 

like hoes and rakes; a repair shop, for maintenance on the machinery; a volunteer 

space, for meetings and breaks; an office, for administrative tasks; and a shop, to 

sell non-reusable things, like seeds, bulbs, and fertilizer. 

The second floor will house the educational center and learning gardens. 

Because of the immense amount of space the proposed structure leaves us with, 

we decided to include another axillary progranl. It is an open air market that will 

sell art and other non-perishable items. In order to ensure the continuing success 

of the Eastern Market, it will prohibit the selling of food items. The hope is that the 

farmers market will guide citizens to buy more than just food locally. (Figure 16) 

Based on the bay layout, an "l" shape is designated for the educational aspects. 

The inside of this space, and along the Dequindre Cut is open to the art market. 
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Figure 19: Learning garden construction detail. 
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Figure 20: Process diagrams. 

Figure 17 illustrates the floor plans of the pavilion. The main entrance to the 

structure consists of two ramps on the north end of the building. The north-eastern 

rarnp links the street to the bridge, while the north-western ramp connects the 

community directly to the arts market and educational center. Across the street 

from this entrance is the school, granting the children easy access to the pavilion . 

To maximize the space, the stalls of the market surround two main hallways, both 

of these also have a connection to the bridge. Steel screens make up the walls of 

market area of the pavilion. We decided to use the screens as a means of keeping 

the space open, as well as to create partitions. These structures also double as 

a means for hanging up art pieces, as illustrated in figure 16. Figure 18 illustrates 

how these partitions connect to the concrete of the existing structure. 

BRIDGE. 
The south end of the pavilion is where the bridge plays in. Our bridge, 

the Regeneration Bridge, is the primary link between the Eastern Market and 

the nearby neighborhood. To make this connection more direct, Morganne and 

I evaluated the blocks that disconnect the two. Our study showed that many of 

the structures blocking our way were in shambles. We decided to imagine them 
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Figure 21: Bridge section. 
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Figure 22: Exploded axon of Bridge construction. 
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Figure 23: Aquaponics plan. 
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Figure 24: Aquaponics section. 
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Figure 25: Interaction on bridge. Figure 26: View of bridge when raining. 

Figure 27: View of bridge from below. Figure 28: View of bridge from sidewalk. 
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removed from the site, to make provisions for our bridge. Starting at the pavilion, 

the bridge branches to both the east and west. The east portion of the bridge 

goes down into the Oequindre Cut. We found it important to make this connection 

because in recent years, there has been a movement to create a bike path along 

the cut. Last year the path ended on the south end of the interstate overpass, when 

I returned this year, the construction on the path had already begun right outside 

of our proposed pavilion. 

The west side of the bridge is the direct link to the Eastern Market. Besides 

the buildings being in the way, we faced another challenge. This was the signi'flcant 

elevation change between the second floor of the pavilion and the ground near 

the market. With the removal of the dilapidated buildings, our bridge was able 

to smoothly transition towards the market. To draw back to the urban agriculture 

theme, we decided to have our bridge also grow produce along its railings. This 

proposal resulted in additional challenges to overcome, the first being how the 

plant-life will grow. To address this problem we looked into soil-less growing 

methods. This led us to aquaponics, which is "a system of aquaculture in which 

the waste produced by farmed fish or other aquatic animals supplies nutrients for 

plants grown hydroponically, which in turn purify the water" ("Aquaponics"). We 

saw this as a great opportunity to have a relatively self-sustaining system. 

After deciding the program of the bridge our next task was determining 

the structure that allowed for the curve we wanted. The form of the bridge was 

our longest struggle during this project. Figure 20 shows a few of our process 

diagrams. Our goal was to find a structure that was light, elegant, could support 
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Figure 30: Kit of parts. 
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Figure 31: Master plan. 
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Figure 32: Interaction with bridge. 

the aquaponics system, and curve along our proposed path. We eventually came 

to our final structural design, shown in figure 22. The bridge consists of steel 

tree columns connected with long span trusses. Laid into these trusses are steel 

sheeting vessels that will hold the aquaponics system. Throughout our design 

process, we developed the idea of a bridge that encloses someone as they moved 

through it. It would not completely close up, but instead offer unique openings 

through the way the sides wave up and down. Figures 21 and 25 illustrate this idea 

well. 

The aquaponics system within the structure had to be covered to enable 

human access along it, to solve this problem, we proposed steel grates that 
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securely hold up the visitor, while still allowing them to see the system working 

below them. Figures 23 and 24 show the different aspects of the system. Since the 

walkway is a covered grate, it also offered the opportunity for rain water collect, this 

can be seen in figure 26. Both figure 27 and 28 show how the bridge appears from 

the ground level. It demonstrates the light frame work that minimizes the footprint 

of the form. 

After several iterations of the bridge following a curvilinear path, we realized 

that there were too many angles that would make every piece of the quarter-mile 

long bridge unique. This could have led to astronomical prices so we proposed 

that the structure follow a kit of parts. The kit consists of the four modules shown 

in figure 30. Figure 29 shows the kit spaced long the path. This option allowed us 

to traverse the site, while standardizing it. Figure 29 also shows, in dashed lines, 

the wasting structures that would be removed to make way for the Regeneration 

Bridge. 

ASTER PlA . 
The master plan of the site, as seen in figure 31 illustrates our intentions 

for the impact of the bridge and pavilion on the site. The scarcity of buildings 

on the northeast side of the site, juxtaposed with our design proposal, clearly 

demonstrates our aim for the future of the district. We believe that by first educating 

the Detroit youth in urban agriculture, and second lending equipment to local farms 

that Detroit will become a greener city. The vacant lots around the site are prime 

locations for a start-up urban farm. The land is relatively clear, and the hub is next 
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door to it. Another goal depicted in the master plan is the connection we strive to 

create with both the Eastern Market and the Oequindre Cut. Both of these entities 

have a lot to offer the site. The Oequindre Cut will eventually allow people from the 

southern region of the cut to traverse into the market safely through passage on 

the Regeneration Bridge. The Eastern Market's popularity will ideally seep into the 

Regeneration Pavilion through the bridge as well. 
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ANALYSS 

Regenerating Detroit strives to offer the community a way to better itself. 

Through its urban agriculture program it hopes to green the currently vacant and 

dilapidated lots. Legally this could potentially lead to problems. According to the 

book Reimagining Detroit, "Detroit still lacks any zoning classification for urban 

farming, a deficit it shares with many other cities" (Gallagher 53). Without the 

proper zoning, the program would be susceptible to being shut down any day 

the city officials deem fit. On the positive side, "in a place like Detroit with so 

much vacant land and so little to fill it, community growers face virtually no threat 

of city officials making trouble for them" (Gallagher 53).This is simultaneously 

encouraging and disheartening. It is encouraging that the urban agriculture hub 

and the Regeneration Bridge would have few threats of being shut down, and 

disheartening because the city is not able to adequately monitor its vast properties. 

John Gallagher states that "Whatever the many benefits of community gardening 

and however enthused we grow over urban agriculture, the sheer size of Detroit's 

empty space is likely to absorb community growers as Lake Michigan absorbs a 

passing shower" (Gallagher 61). Based on the scale of this massive city, the work 

of a few urban farmers is miniscule. This does not have to be a negative though, 

this is an opportunity for even more people to get involved and working towards a 

greener Detroit. According to an article in Crain's Detroit Business, urban agriculture 

is the only private use that reduces the city's maintenance expenses (Mogk and 

Kwiatkowski). So while it may be against planning ordinances to have an urban 

farm on a vacant lot, the city is saving money that would have gone to maintaining 

it, and when the city has over 90,000 empty lot, that cost is significant (Mogk 
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and Kwiatkowski) . Figure 34 shows how many of the empty lands are located in 

clusters. 

According to figure 34, the site of the Regenerating Bridge and Pavilion 

teeters on the edge of the deep green, 0%-90/0, zone and the red, 73%-100%, 

zone. This indicates that the blight is more than the eye can imagine. Locating 

this design where it is proposed is an opportunity to stimulate the flow of occupied 

lands into the red zone. While doing so, the land will be utilized in a way that will 

give back to its community. 

The education progranl proposed could make a big difference to the local 

children. An unnamed urban planner is quoted in Grace Lee Boggs' book saying 

that urban gardens "reduce neighborhood blight, build self-esteem among young 

people, provide them with structured activities form which they can see results, 

build leadership skills, provide healthy food, and a community base for economic 

development" (127). These benefits speak for themselves. Teaching kids about 

real-world things like plants is a way to teach children about life. According to 

Grace Lee 80ggs, "self-transformation and structural transformation must go hand 

in hand" (15). Not only does the city need better running system, but it desperately 

needs better leaders. Leaders they can believe in, like ourselves. Grace Lee 80ggs 

stated that "We are the leaders we are looking for" (159). Only we know what could 

improve our communities, since we live in them. Additionally, "at this point in the 

continuing evolution of our country and of the human race, we urgently need to 

stop thinking of ourselves as victims and to recognize that we must each become 

a part of the solution because we are each a part of the problem" (80ggs 29). Not 
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Vacant Lots As A Percentage Of All Parcels, By Block, 2009 

- Major Surface Streets 

- Freeways 

Detroit River 

Block Vacancy Rate 
Percent Vacant Lots 

0%-9% 

10% - 27% 

28% - 47% 

48% -72% 

4 6 73% -100% 

Figure 33: Vacant lots in Detroit (Vacan~. 

just one sect of people are to blame. Everyone has contributed in some way to 

the way society is. A major problem today is greed. Through these educational 

programs, it is believed that teaching these basic, almost primitive, life skills will 

encourage others to care more about the tasks at hand, than the newest iPhone 

that came out. I n her book American Revolutionary, Boggs states 

Instead of trying to bully young people to remain in class-rooms isolated 

from the community and structured to prepare them to become cogs in 

the existing economic system, we need to recognize that the reason why 

so many young people drop out of inner-city schools is because they are 

voting with their feet against an educational system that sorts, tracks, 
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Figure 34: "Spirit of HopeI! Community Garden. (Main). 

tests, and rejects or certifies them like products of a factory because 

it was created for the age of industrialization. They are crying out for 

another kind of education that gives them opportunities to exercise their 

creative energies because it values them as whole human beings (49 

Boggs). 

Boggs is arguing that the only fault in some children's academic performances 

is that they are stuck in a standardized testing culture, and that the only way to 

help kids understand the world is to encourage them and to let them know that 

standardized tests mean nothing, if the person taking them is not a good person. 

This is an argument for another day, but the message she is getting across is that 

educating children outside of the classroom, in a hands on setting, can sometimes 
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be more beneficial than a traditional school setting. 

Taking these points into consideration, the design Regenerating Detroit 

has many opportunities for growth and support. Grace Lee Boggs and her late 

husband, Jimmy Boggs created a youth program that incorporated urban farrriing 

as well, named Detroit Summer. Their program gave youths a "better reason to 

learn" (113) it allowed them a chance to give back to their home. Detroit Summer 

is characterized as having "planted seeds of Hope" (115). Hope is a powerful 

emotion. It leads to the anticipation of great beginnings. Regenerating Detroit is 

a chance to give hope to the depressed region near the Eastern Market. Through 

this hope, it will achieve a new beginning, it will "arise from the ashes," as the city 

motto depicts (Detroit). 

[35] 




COMPET TON BOARDS 

The following images are Morganne Walker and my corrlpetition boards as 


we submitted them to the ACSA competition. 


E 
Due to in~lllion ;al ~lIdonrn4!ll1, Detroit's ..~ 
lands<ape has suc:wmbetl to ('C(IIIomk dlst ress ..d 
rituahtk abuse. Amid this gradu'" d..li ,"" fa ithful 
<i tiz"""ofuseto '" IhatOetroll s beyond ....lng, 
maintilning hope that their ely ",III ~RISl! NOIII the 
...sh.... ·' ,.,ck_ledglng rhis hope en<OOIr.I!Jes p..ople 
to talle a !>econd 100II at the ~\ n e n~ed 
' ''!lions to ' e!wl/llate the essence 01 whit has been 
1 000 from d«"'\!) berore.d,e(~11I db] nted 
ple(M <lafy~m,,"",ddt).Th.brid!J<''''_ III' GUlh 
Ille heart <I Ih .. Easlem Mark.t as ffill out stN 
th,ead upon ..hicb pedestrians ," scover a "'ne~ 
energy of growth. Thdorm COFW s to infu"" an organK 
spiri t into the h....dl!ll@d cityscape. Elevated ~e the 
d ty st,eets, ....«. exporlence tile "_s and history 
of the lilll_..n urban In lr...trudu,e. To ,ewltiJIiu 
this comroon.y, an ;w1~1II:wy pallU"'" tId/dnlnl) tboo 
brid!l~ p,,,,,llks an urban agrkult u,e supply hub 
and education cRy, which loam Sl.9pl", to IoaI 
dtizens to ent/t e t hem to !lard If"""' In the arf;a. 
This p""llm sits <Mthin an ~oIoned )lIanflOUH 
located ..long tile OtPquind,e Cut. This ...ne.-m'r.. 
I 19 loum"" brlny~ Iong·ovelllue '''IIat:nllon to a 
dist reS5i!d neghborhood by ,elntr<Hludng a HftJe 1/ 
p,id.;t the ~e_ 

M 'In.-urn 8rtd;e Tbt LanQI S1 .....Stw'. Th!.HfljlIlJl!!: 
(l'I"go, Il x ... "". (fIV, ChlM "'.... York. NY 
""'~J:Om W'WWt1M'N:lpe(jQft WW"t)i'*'rhigh~COll' 

OIT 


FOOl110Q on o.tro t'. ttvMng E..urn ,..11\6 ond t 'Pln"1V 
poP>I.~d.<Jg~fIlOoj noMattn.D""ulnd"'(.~ tt.RtglII ....!!... 

East@m f.l arkef g,qlS 

8r.4o(. 1<lClrtJ!ie\ me. n!,e.o (Of' fir I g, t:t.6~ two dllhlc.tty d'fft.Jvt 
IJrDJ'l ~~n!ll" Frorll UU ,-1 'lKiQ. e.m~ tfll! (Qn,q:I. " a 
po.:iulr!. 0 ,. «nn~cltlg CIt..", 1.0 tnk ,nc.rnrllulJ .ru 

Ttw!.~m"f"lI'Wn."'f_OJ1U..t."g~CDl-nt!;lt..s t'll t Q (u~ntl Int. ~U: mi"l'tatnJ $tYf~ dmrh::ntlno trlJriutlU and marry ------~~.~. -.-~ 
tl\<,r:Il" ijnckVef(lpatlfl!"l~nt ' c:n 

[36] 




o rter-ml~Joum~ 

R>lhulNn_lj1og ....<_,..lIl..~- , 'et tI>obn<t1e 'tm~ 


tojld\... 'h..rb>n"bnc.'~n.lI>gf",lJIlho.<=o'th<E..ttm 

M l1<cttolhr.«I!I<-tftrlOO"""ndreCot 


R;lin Vlar"" Conservotlao 

Hllman Int.r..d ion 

Stw alliu on~ In< I!rId",,",utdad ."'<IIiao1 g.wd... , 


I 

- - ~~ 

Through t h~ tcna.pt d cr.ldl~. th~ are Will eycl.e 'flto h...lthv .tlnalJon Tl1ls.du 
flONS ,nto t h~ ~s lgn of tho ltnlcture, wi th cUlVlllnear t rus, mrmbl!!'", supp".tlng the 
brldge.. Runni ng along the p~th, ••el cobl•• sumln an c rg]OIC t~" d plant dl'/!t'lIty 
The vegetlHcn IS It'd th rough an aquap011c I'f$tem developed within tho bndg! deck 
Retaini ng pr.cpltation ,od houSIng tish, the trough .s """,otaln..! through r..tw.1 
proce~.s 

Sit" Plan 

To'oppoIt!J"D"ll\ .....'1tOC IHOIlo<Ud.lcogth.tJr1dgt. Se<tion 

[37] 


http:Tl1ls.du


Exterior Prognlm Perspective, u.aming Ga, d,," 

AJ, the <'Uipoont 011"" R~.~ ra _ I!r dg • th~ pa',llIon 
sigroIMs ~ ~ spice IJe I_r lhe optn gt1J>'i''''I 
~I ,nJl.cOIT1munal ...goocZ1lt !)ll The9'ou">Ci 
~I ar,.., \dJng""" II ellub,,,",uIJllng.rn"nII , 

sue n 01 <ee,hlD .... rep.I, '~'••1'I<J nd.tbl~ fdrmlr>g 
qutprn<:nl, Of! t ~ ,.cond floor, ~rn,.rnl 

~''''If''J ga..u.ns ang.g.e the ...oghbonng public Kh"'" 
RecognllJ/19 the ~bunda",eohpl« 'tltln Ih.. =e, 
dt.~rndel """.t.lyu"'l,",ly",h~ ~ rte..ds.'e~.,"9 
Iil. "CMS rO/ I'-Iouls to ,.d.,m The addJt.o" or tl! I 
partlUoll' ~~ In "'tar progr. 'n'I and hoghliryht) 
the flCi.ung b.iy5 V. life Ifill br g. meots th. ",VIii"". 
th·VrUS/!InIO~ L.~rning G.u den Deta il 

[38] 




Kit ofParts 
road\C(.J~fln 1'C0000Qml(Ji\olnl'l" tuW on. -'-~___ 
tl'le brt.:., .... a.MI..,..al' form "",1: .~~ 
Into (ow dl~\IrI..amodu1t . 

Aquaponics S t ed on 

• tl"llI""'wt d'hmtJ!l~ m.1....-ln"trou9h~IIdIl~.")"ith. 
vtl,.. tfo!1gmatkfl«qen*"1l .nBt'I':q •. PI.l'!tf'!loCXlllrt:.I~'4d 
tograNthroogl,rh"g"" ~h~Y1U .... d ltUD 'I'IIItrnLi9n. v.:;i"!1 ~M 
r Ui,..t'ct'w; r.,.a12t.OII,ubIt ~,. "tqUilpOrIlGty'ftempvlrIiH 

rYt1JfitI~t'!"It."M'It'U)j Ih• ..., tt,t nd ~,I, .. ff)'"th ~1'~lon 

Trueolumn Ground Dr ta ll 

To - ~IT'I. the brTd; mQ.tJlJm."'~ 

1c!1l~"" Hte r.n.aurwO, ~tnd4rrom"l'l t~h 
Ule l)"Gu.,d .:at '1t9J1.. 1.1""'Iih wfth It 

..,;",m..mloorpt>"t 

[39] 




WORKS CTED 

"2012-13 Steel Competition." Association of Collegiate Schools ofArchitecture. 

ACSA, n.d. Web. 27 Apr. 2014. 

American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs. Dir. Grace Lee. 

Perf. Grace Lee Boggs. 2013. DVD. 

"Aquaponics." Def. 1. Oxford Dictionaries. Oxford University Press, n.d. Web. 28 

Apr. 2014. 

Boggs, Grace Lee., and Scott Kurashige. The Next American Revolution: 

Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-first Century. Berkeley, CA: U of 

California, 2011 . Print. 

Bouffard, Karen. "Detroit Children Dying in Culture of Violence." The Detroit 

News. Michigan Media Solutions, 31 Jan. 2014. Web. 28 Apr. 2014. 

Brook, Pete. "Captivating Photos of Detroit Delve Deep to Reveal a Beautiful, 

Struggling City I Raw File I WIRED." Wired. com. Conde Nast Dligital, 29 

Jan. 2013. Web. 01 May 2014. 

Comparing Detroit to three other major cities. Digital image. Detroit Free Press. 

N.p., n.d . Web. 29 Apr. 2014. 

Deforce. Dir. Daniel Falconer. Perf. Nelson Jones. Detroit Documentary 

Productions, 2010. DVD. 

"Detroit: History." City-Data. com. Advameg, n.d. Web. 01 May 2014. 

Dowty, Norm. "Reusing Old Structures Offers a Greener Construction Model 

Portland Business Journal." Portland Business Journal. American City 

Business Journals, 10 Aug. 2010. Web. 28 Apr. 2014. 

"Ford's Assembly Line Starts Rolling." History.com. A&E Television Networks, n.d. 

[40] 


http:History.com


Web. 29 Apr. 2014. 

Gallagher, John. Reimagining Detroit: Opportunities for Redefining an American 

City. Detroit, MI: Wayne State UP, 2010. Print. 

"Green Roof Basics ." Vegetal J.D. Vegetal 1.0. Innovation & Development, n.d . 

Web. 28 Apr. 2014. 

Main, Andreas. Community Garden 'Spirit of Hope' in Detroit. Digital image. 

Andreas Main. Wordpress.com, 16 July 2012. Web. 29 Apr. 2014. 

Mogk, John, and Sarah Kwiatkowski. "OTHER VOICES: Urban Farming Should 

Take Root Here." Crain's Detroit Business. Crain Communications Inc., 18 

Apr. 2010. Web. 01 May 2014. 

Quaife, M. M. This Is Detroit Two Hundred and Fifty Years in Pictures; 1701

1951. Detroit: Wayne Univ., 1951 . Print. 

Spangler, Todd. "Detroit to Get $24-million Federal Grant to Hire 150 

Firefighters." Detroit Free Press. Gannett, 27 Nov. 2013. Web. 30 Apr. 

2014. 

Sugrue, Thomas J. The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in 

Postwar Detroit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1996. Print. 

"Top 50 Cities in the U.S. by Population and Rank." Infoplease. Pearson 

Education, n.d. Web. 28 Apr. 2014. 

Vacant Lots as a Percentage ofAll Parcels, By Block, 2009. Digital image. Detroit 

Residential Parcel Survey Data Driven Detroit, n.d. Web. 1 May 2014. 

"What Is Urban Agriculture? I Urban Environmental Program in New England." 

EPA. Environmental Protection Agency, n.d. Web. 28 Apr. 2014. 

[41 ] 

http:Wordpress.com


[42] 





