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From the Outgoing Department Chair 

Inside this Issue: 

As my five-year term as 
department chair comes to an end, I 
would like to thank my colleagues for the 
opportunity to serve as their leader. It 
has been an honor and a learning 
experience, and I am happy to move on 
with a sense of closure. 

We do good work here in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences. 
We have talented faculty who are 
dedicated to teaching and to the study of 
mathematics, and we have eager 
students who push us to do our best 
work. We have supportive staff members 
who help make our work pleasant and 
productive.  We also have loyal alumni 
who generously donate their time and 
their gifts to the ongoing efforts of the 
department. 

Over the past year, we awarded 
16 bachelor’s degrees in actuarial 
science, three in mathematical sciences, 
and 11 in mathematics teaching.  We 
also awarded 11 master’s degrees in 
actuarial science, two in mathematics, 
seven in mathematics education, and 
eight in statistics. In addition, we offered 
more than 180 sections of core 
curriculum and service courses for other 
majors.  

In the pages that follow, you can 
read about the plans of some of our 
recent graduates. You can also read 

 The 
 Integral 

about recent 
department events, the 
good work of our 
students and faculty, 
and the news from 
alumni. Thank you to 
Carol Deiwert, our 
administrative 
assistant, for designing 
this newsletter. 

The faculty love to hear from our 
alumni, and we know that you do, too.  So, 
if you have any news you would like to 
share in an upcoming newsletter, please 
send me an email.  In the meantime, I wish 
you well. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Sheryl Stump 
Professor 
Department of Mathematical Sciences 
sstump@bsu.edu 
 

• Meet our New Chair p 2 
• Retiring Faculty p 3 
• Book Highlights p 4 
• News from Recent Graduates & Alumni p 5 – 7 
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New Department 
Chair – John Lorch 

 
I grew up in Colorado 
Springs, CO, and did 
my undergraduate 
work at the University 
of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs. After 
a lackluster start in 
college, I "found 
myself" while taking a 
symbolic logic course. 

After graduating with a math degree from 
UCCS I attended Oklahoma State University 
for graduate school, where I wrote a PhD 
thesis in the area of unitary Lie group 
representations. I also met my wife Crystal at 
OSU, a definite plus to the graduate school 
experience. When I graduated from OSU I 
took a job at a small, underfunded liberal arts 
college, and quickly found out why one 
should never take a job at a small, 
underfunded liberal arts college.  

In 1998 I came to Ball State and have 
been here ever since. In the course of my 
academic career I've done research in Lie 
group theory (the area in which I was 
"trained"), but I've become increasingly 
interested in other areas of mathematics, 
such as combinatorial designs. I also really 
enjoy teaching. Recently I've dipped my toes 
into the water of online teaching, and, while I 
think the experience is valuable, I realize 
how much I like interacting with students 
face-to-face.   

Life isn't all about work: I have no 
trouble amusing myself for hours without 
thinking once about BSU. My outside 
interests include history, blues guitar, and 
classic supernatural fiction. 

Faculty News 
 
Mir Masoom Ali presented ”Statistics: A 
Journey from Small to Big Data,” at the 
International Conference on Statistical Data 
Mining for Bioinformatics, Health, Agriculture 
and Environment at the University of Rajshahi, 
Bangladesh, in December.  
 
Hanspeter Fischer presented “Word Calculus 
in the Fundamental Group of the Menger 
Curve,” at the 47th Spring Topology and 
Dynamics Conference, at Central Connecticut 
State University in March. 
 
Rahmatullah Imon presented “Outliers in 
Statistical Data: Recent Issues,” at the 
International Conference on Statistical Data 
Mining for Bioinformatics, Health, Agriculture 
and Environment, Department of Statistics, 
University of Rajshahi, in December.  
 
Ahmed Mohammed presented “Boundary 
Blow-up Solutions to Degenerate Elliptic 
Equations with Non-monotone Inhomogeneous 
Terms,” at the Conference on Complex 
Analysis and Partial Differential Equations, at 
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia, in June 2012.  
 
Kathryn Shafer presented “The Role of 
Mathematical Content Knowledge on TPACK 
Development for Pre-service Teachers,” at the 
24th International Conference of the Society for 
Information Technology and Teacher Education 
in New Orleans, LA. 
 
Rich Stankewitz presented “Caruso 
Semigroups, Random Dynamics, and the 
Fibonacci Sequence,” at the 47th Spring 
Topology and Dynamics Conference, at Central 
Connecticut State University, in March. He also 
presented, “Random Fibonacci Dynamics and 
Caruso Semigroups,” at the AMS Spring 
Central Sectional Meeting, at Iowa State 
University in April. 
 
Sheryl Stump and science educators Joel 
Bryan and Tom McConnell received a three-
year Mathematics and Science Partnership 
Grant with Warsaw Community Schools. Their 
work begins this summer with a two-week 
institute for teachers in grades 6-9. 
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Ball State University 
Department of Mathematical Sciences. 
RB 465, Muncie, IN 47306 
Phone:  (765) 285-8640 
FAX:  (765) 285-1721 
E-mail:  mathsci@bsu.edu 
Web site: www.bsu.edu/math/  

 

Retiring Faculty 
 

Roger B. Nelson retired from the 
Department of Mathematical 
Sciences May 2013.  During his 
35 years in the department, he 
taught a variety of undergraduate 
and graduate courses. He 
enjoyed working with students as 
a professor and a mentor. Over 

the years, he has published and presented 
research in geometric topology, combinatorics, 
and graph theory.  He has collaborated with 
colleagues in mathematics and economics.   

His record of service is truly outstanding. 
He has been an insightful participant on a myriad 
of departmental and university committees. In 
addition, he has refereed manuscripts for various 
mathematical journals and actively served on 
several committees and subcommittees of the 
Mathematical Association of America as well as 
the Indiana Section of MAA. 

Roger is probably best known as an 
active member of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, where he is involved in several musical 
activities, and as a trumpet player.  He currently 
plays first trumpet for the East Central Indiana 
Chamber Orchestra, of which he is also a board 
member, and he has played for Muncie’s own 
America's Hometown Band. 

One member of the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences recently stated this: 
“Roger is a person I have always admired and 
relied on for providing balance, wisdom, and 
perspective.” This sentiment is echoed among his 
departmental colleagues. They’re all looking 
around and wondering where they will find these 
valuable qualities when Roger is no longer down 
the hall.   

 

 
Leo Robinson has retired for the 
second time.  He was at Ball 
State University longer than any 
other position he held prior to 
retiring the first time.   
 The youngest of six 
children, Leo grew up in a small 
town in upstate New York until 

he finished high school.  He then went on to 
graduate from VA Tech in 1960 with a bachelor’s 
degree in statistics.  He was awarded a 
Westinghouse Statistical Scholarship.  For the 
next 3 years Leo taught junior high and senior 
high mathematics in northern Indiana.  In 1964 
Leo received an MS in school psychology from 
Indiana State University and worked as a school 
psychologist for five years.  He completed his 
PhD in special education and measurement at 
Indiana University in 1973 and served as a 
supervisor of special education programs until 
retiring from the public schools in 1993.  That’s 
when Leo started his career at Ball State 
University.  His retirement from the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences became effective May 
2013. 
 Leo and his wife, Hope, have lived in 
Muncie for 15 years, and plan to stay in Muncie 
during their retirement years.  They have two 
children, both married, and one granddaughter.  
Their daughter, who is an equine veterinarian, 
lives in Colorado.  Their son, a banker, lives in 
Chicago.  Hope continues to be very involved 
with assisting international students.  Leo will be 
investigating various volunteer opportunities. 
 Leo is very thankful for the opportunities 
Ball State has provided during his second 
career.  He states, “I appreciate all the help and 
support I have received from the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences.” 

 
Dr. T. K. Puttaswamy passed away on 
April 26, 2013.  Dr. Puttaswamy was a 
professor in the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences at Ball State 
University from 1967 until his retirement in 
1994. 
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Associate Professor  
C0-Authors Books 

 

Drs. Rebecca Pierce and Cheryll 
Adams have published a series of books 
through Prufrock Press, Waco, Texas.  The 
first book, Differentiation That Really Works: 
Strategies From Real Teachers for Real 
Classrooms, Grades 3-5, was published in 
2010.  A second book titled Differentiation 
That Really Works: Strategies From Real 
Teachers for Real Classrooms, Grades K-2 
was published in 2011. Due to the initial 
popularity, the editors suggested writing 
books for grades 6-12.  Published in 2012, 
these books are on the topic of differentiation 
in math, science, and language arts.	  

The authors explain their reason for 
writing the series as follows: “many years 
ago, we were classroom teachers ourselves, 
and we spent time working with students, 
trying to understand their needs.  We read 
some of the early work of A. Harry Passow 
and Sandy Kaplan coming out of the 
National/State Leadership Training Institute of 
the 1970’s, and thus began our journey 
toward learning how to differentiate 
instruction to meet the needs of all the 
learners in our classrooms.”	  

Dr. Pierce and Dr. Adams work with 
teachers throughout the United States and 
Europe toward establishing more effectively 
differentiated classrooms through the use of 
their CIRCLE MAP model.  They also provide 
professional development in the areas of 
mathematics, science, identification, and 
program evaluation.  In partnership with the 
Indiana schools, they have received three 
federally funded Jacob K. Javits grants.	  

Dr. Rebecca Pierce is associate 
professor of mathematical sciences at Ball 
State University and was a fellow at the 
Center for Gifted Studies and Talent 
Development from 2000 to 2013.  	  

Dr. Cheryll Adams directed the Center 
for Gifted Studies and Talent Development 
from 1996 until 2012 when she retired from 
Ball State. 

Dr. Richard Stankewitz recently wrote 
an 83-page chapter titled “Complex Dynamics: 
Chaos, Fractals, the Mandelbrot Set, and 
More” for the National Science Foundation 
funded textbook Explorations in Complex 
Analysis (2012) published by the Mathematical 
Association of America.  Included in his 
chapter are eight Java applets that he 
designed and Jim Rolf coded.  These applets 
aid in the illustration and exploration of fractals 
and chaos theory in many settings.  

This book is written for mathematics 
students who have encountered basic complex 
analysis and want to explore more advanced 
project and/or research topics.  It could be 
used as a supplement or a standard 
undergraduate course, a project resource, a 
guide for an advanced student, or a portal for 
the mathematically curious.  The nature of this 
book is different from many mathematics texts:  
the focus is on student-driven and technology-
enhanced investigation.  Interlaced in the 
reading for each chapter are examples, 
exercises, explorations, and projects, nearly all 
linked explicitly with computer applets for 
visualization and hands-on manipulation.  
There are more than 15 Java applets that allow 
students to explore the research topics without 
the need for purchasing additional software. 

Michael Dorff (Brigham Young 
University), Ken Stephenson (University of 
Tennessee), Mike Brilleslyper (Air Force 
Academy), Beth Schaubroeck (Air Force 
Academy), Jim Rolf (Yale University), and 
Jane McDougall (Colorado College) also 
contributed chapters to the book. 

Dr. Stankewitz came to Ball State 
University in 2002, and in 2010 he attained his 
current position of professor of mathematics.  
He is a member of the American Mathematical 
Society and has a long-time interest in 
supporting efforts to encourage undergraduate 
research in mathematics.  In addition to 
publishing over 15 research articles, he has 
given talks in over 50 national and international 
conferences, universities, and colleges.  

Professor C0-Authors 
Book & Designs Applets 
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Timothy Bonfield (MA, Actuarial Science) 
I was a graduate assistant within the 

Department of Mathematical Sciences for the 
past two years, and for that fantastic 
opportunity, I thank you so much! It was the 
best two years of my life attending Ball State 
University and acquiring the knowledge that I 
will use as an actuary.  I have passed Exam 
P/1, FM/2, and have satisfied all of my VEE 
requirements. I have accepted a position as 
an actuarial analyst at Ohio National 
Financial Services, in Cincinnati, OH. I start 
work May 13, 2013.  
 

 

Kathryn Boughton (MA, Actuarial Science) 
I am beginning my actuarial career as 

part of the actuarial development program at 
Lincoln Financial in Fort Wayne, IN. I will 
continue pursuing my Fellowship of the 
Society of Actuaries through this program 
while adjusting to life here in the Midwest! I'm 
excited to begin my career and am grateful 
for the graduate program at Ball State for 
preparing me for the exams and connecting 
me with this company!  
 
Dustin Duncan (BS, Actuarial Science) 
 I spent the better part of last semester 
interviewing for actuarial positions all around 
the country.  I ended up with seven different 
job offers and decided to take a position with 
Allstate in Northbrook, IL, working as an 
actuarial analyst in their property and 
casualty pricing analytics department.  I will 
continue pursuing the Fellow of the Casualty 
Actuarial Society designation.  After 
completing this designation I am unsure of 
my continuing academic plans, but obtaining 
a graduate degree in a technical discipline 
such as statistics is not out of the question.  I 
am very happy with my time spent at Ball 
State.  I feel I was well prepared for the post 
graduation job search and attribute most of 
my success to the great professors in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences and 
the tremendous network of actuarial 
recruitment that Ball State has. 

 

Ryan Hoffman (BS, Actuarial Science) 
 I will be starting a job as an actuarial 
analyst with Liberty Mutual at their Keene, New 
Hampshire, office in September.  I interned 
there last summer, and they were gracious 
enough to extend an offer shortly before school 
began.  This upcoming summer will be spent 
preparing to move to the East Coast and 
spending time with friends and family.  I have 
greatly enjoyed my time at Ball State.  All the 
professors have been fantastic, and I know I 
have a great foundation on which to build my 
career.  I've met a lot of great people whom I 
hope will prove to be lifelong friends.  I'm 
extraordinarily grateful for the opportunities that 
presented themselves to me at Ball State. 
 
Efua Mantey (MA, Actuarial Science) 
 My graduate education at Ball State 
University has been an eventful and interesting 
experience. I have loved the warm relationships 
between faculty and students and the many 
opportunities available for development.  Most 
of my classes have been very informative.  My 
professors have always tried to give real world 
applications of the theory we learned in class.  
I'm positive my two-year graduate education will 
give me a good start as I begin work after 
graduation as an actuarial trainee with Liberty 
Mutual Insurance. 
 
Gina Muhlenkamp (BS, Mathematics Teaching) 
 I finished my student teaching at 
Bellmont Middle School, Decatur, IN, and I 
learned so much from the administration, 
parents, and the students. I am searching for a 
teaching job near my hometown of Portland, IN. 
I will also be getting married in August to the 
man who has stuck by my side all through 
college. In my spare time, I will coach middle 
school girls’ basketball.  Overall, I am excited to 
start a new journey. I cannot wait to one day 
have a classroom of my own filled with students 
who are ready to explore and learn. I want to 
say thank you to all the BSU mathematical and 
educational staff for giving me the tools and 
resources to become a successful teacher. 

From Our Recent Graduates 



 

 

6 

Joel Pagano (MA, Actuarial Science) 
I will be working in Louisville, KY, for 

Humana. The Department of Mathematical 
Sciences does a wonderful job at taking care 
of their students.  Pi Day celebrations, finals 
week potluck, amazing department staff, great 
professors... it's all here.  I have suggested 
and will continue to suggest that people 
interested in actuarial science come to Ball 
State.  Specifically, the network the school has 
built with companies hiring actuaries is 
amazing.  My upcoming job is a direct result of 
talking with recruiters at the career fair. 
 
Ellen Weld (BS, Mathematical Sciences)  
 I'll be attending graduate school at 
Purdue University to study pure mathematics. 
I'm really excited about it. 
   
Trevor Whittern (BS, Actuarial Science) 
 Starting in June, I will be working as an 
actuary for Humana! Thank you for everything. 
 
 

Becky Wakeman (MA Mathematics Education) 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as a 

student at Ball State University and am so 
thankful for the encounters I've had with both 
my professors and peers.  It's been an 
amazing experience and part of me is sad to 
be leaving.  
 After four years teaching secondary 
mathematics in Indiana, I took a new job last 
summer as an academic coach with Ohio 
Christian University.  In December I was 
promoted to director of tutoring services. Next 
month I will begin my doctoral studies through 
Liberty University while I continue working for 
Ohio Christian.  Although I am no longer in a 
math classroom, I have found that my time at 
Ball State prepared me to be a competitive 
employee at this new level.  I am incredibly 
thankful for how much my professors invested 
in me as a student and a distance learner. 
 
 

Bradley M. Smith, past president of the 
Society of Actuaries and current chairman of 
Milliman, visited Ball State University on April 
9.  Several students and faculty members 
greeted him at the Alumni Center where dinner 
was served.  Smith spoke about many of his 
exciting business adventures.  “I just passed 9 
million miles lifetime on American Airlines” and 
“traveled around the world five times last year,” 
he said about meeting government and 
business leaders internationally. 

Later that evening, Smith spoke to a 
room of more than 100 students and faculty 
about what it means to be professional.  He   

From Our Recent Graduates 

Bradley M. Smith Presentation 
By Grant Steffen, President, Gamma Iota Sigma  

said it is no longer just about whether you 
have the knowledge or technical expertise, it is 
more about integrity and enthusiasm. “Can you 
do the right thing when no one is watching?” 
He told stories about people who were, “smart 
enough to maneuver around the rules, but not 
wise enough to know why the rules exist.” 
Smith made several references to his book, 
What Do You Think? Preparing for the 
Question That All Clients Ask, speaking about 
the importance of continuing education. “In 
fifteen years your credential or degree does 
not matter; it is what you do with it,” Smith 
said. 
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Michael Barnard, Fairfield, Ohio  
 I graduated from Ball State University 
in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree, major in 
instrumental music and a minor in 
mathematics.  In 1979, I graduated from Ball 
State with a master’s degree in computer 
science.  In the 1970s, computer science was 
a part of the mathematics department.  My 
advisor was Clinton Fuelling.  My career has 
focused on database administration for the 
General Electric Company in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
From 1979-1996, I was a GE employee.  
From 1996 to the present I have been a GE 
contractor with Hewlett-Packard and 
Genpact.  For the past 12 years, I performed 
DBA work with Oracle databases on Sun-
Solaris unix servers.  In my spare time, I 
perform on the flute and use computer 
software to arrange and generate audio 
accompaniment.  I usually perform in 
churches in my hometown, Liberty, Indiana.  
 
 
C. J. ‘Doc’ Dockweiler, College Station, TX 
 I received my master’s degree in 
mathematics in 1962 – I referred to it at the 
time as a master’s in P.D. Edwards, since the 
majority of my classes were taught by 
him.  After leaving Ball State in 1962, I 
studied mathematics education at 
Northwestern University and received my 
PhD in 1970.  I spent the last 20 years of my 
career teaching mathematics and 
mathematics education at Texas A&M 
University and retired as professor emeritus 
several years ago.  My years in Muncie are 
remembered fondly and it is great to see and 
hear about the progress of the school – it 
continues to have a great reputation. 
Congratulations to you and your colleagues 
for all your good work. 
 
  
 

 

Where Are They Now? 

Milos Savic, East Lansing, Michigan 
 After Ball State University (BS 
Mathematical Sciences, 2004), I went into the 
master’s program in mathematics at the 
University of Hawai’i. After one year, I decided 
to try my hand at teaching high school 
mathematics at McKinley High School in 
Honolulu. The students were very enjoyable 
and the school was supportive, but I had 
different goals for myself from the beginning. 
The experiences from Hawai’i allowed me to 
figure out who I was and how I could learn 
about life from other cultures.  New Mexico 
State University accepted me into their 
mathematics master’s program immediately 
after Hawai’i, and one of the first courses I 
took was a course called “Understanding and 
Constructing Proofs” taught by Annie and John 
Selden. This course influenced how I 
perceived proofs, and I did not know how 
influential to my life this course was. I ended 
up passing my master’s oral exam, all three 
PhD comprehensive exams, (algebra, 
topology, complex analysis) and my PhD oral 
exam in algebraic number theory. Since I 
appreciated all disciplines of mathematics, I 
went back to those influential professors to 
inquire about researching in proofs. This action 
decided my whole life. I graduated from New 
Mexico State University in the summer of 2012 
with a PhD in mathematics and my dissertation 
in undergraduate mathematics education. I 
examined how much logic occurs in student-
constructed proofs, what mathematicians do 
when they get “stuck,” and the link between 
proof and problem solving. Michigan State 
University offered me a two-year post-doctoral 
position designing and conducting a teaching 
assistant professional development program. 
Beginning fall of 2013, I will be a tenure-track 
professor at the University of Oklahoma. I 
have been lucky to have the opportunities that 
I have had so far, and I can thank Ball State 
University and the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences for their chapter in my 
life. 
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Recent Faculty and Student Publications 

Bhattacharya, T., & Mohammed, A. (2012). 
Inhomogeneous Dirichlet problems involving 
the infinity-Laplacian. Advances in Differential 
Equations, 17(3/4), 225-266. 
 
Chakraborty, S., Hazarika, P., & Ali, M.M. 
(2012).  A new skew logistic distribution and its 
properties. Pakistan Journal of Statistics, 
28(4), 513-524. 
 
Doula, M.S., Rana, S., Midi, H. And Imon, 
A.H.M.R. (2012). New robust test for the 
detection of ARCH effect. Economic 
Computation and Economic Cybernetics 
Studies and Research, 46 (1), 251-259.  
 
Imon, A.H.M.R., & Ahmed, M. (2013). Water 
level trend in the Barind Area, Malaysian. 
Journal of Mathematical Sciences, 7(1), 1-15.  
 
Imon, A.H.M.R., Roy, M.C., & Bhattacharjee, 
S.K.B. (2012). Prediction of rainfall using 
logistic regression. Pakistan Journal of 
Statistics and Operation Research (Special 
Volume in Honor of Professor Mir Masoom 
Ali), 8(3), 655-667.  
 
Imon, A.H.M.R. (2012). Truth, damn truth, and 
statistics. Proceedings of Seminar on Use and 
Abuse of Statistics, Golden Jubilee 
Celebration, Department of Statistics, 
University of Rajshahi.  
 
Lorch, J., & Weld, E. (2012). Modular magic 
sudoku. Involve: A Journal of Mathematics, 
5(2), 173-186. 
 
Mamun, A.S.M.A., Hussin, A.G., Zubairi, Y.Z. 
& Imon, A.H.M.R. (2012). A nonparametric 
robust estimator for slope of linear structural 
relationship model. Pakistan Journal of 
Statistics, 28(3), 385-394. 
  

Mohammed, A., & Mohammed, S. (2012). 
Boundary blow-up solutions to degenerate 
elliptic equations with non-monotonic 
nonlinearities. Nonlinear Analysis: Theory, 
Methods, & Applications, 75(6), 3249–3261. 
 
Mohammed, A., Porru, G. & Safoui, A. 
(2012). Isoperimetric inequalities for k-
Hessian equations. Advances in Nonlinear 
Analysis, 1(2), 181–203. 
 
Nurunabi, A.A.M., Ali, A.B.M.S., Imon, 
A.H.M.R. & Nasser, M. (2012). Outlier 
detection in logistic regression. In S. Ali, N. 
Abbadeni, & M. Batouch (Eds), 
Multidisciplinary computational intelligence 
techniques: Applications in business, 
engineering, and medicine (pp. 257-278). 
Hershey, PA: IGI Global. 
 
Pinkerton, M., & Shafer, K.G. (2013). Punch 
up algebra with POWs. Mathematics 
Teacher, 106(6), 424-431. 
 
Rana, S., Doula, M.S., Midi, H. and Imon, 
A.H.M.R. (2012). Decile mean: A new robust 
measure of central tendency. Chiang Mai 
Journal of Science, 39(3), 478-485. 
 
Stankewitz, R. (2013). Mobius semigroup 
attractors. In K. Matsuzaki & T. Sugawa 
(Eds.), Topics in finite or infinite dimensional 
complex analysis: Proceedings of the 19th 
international conference on finite or infinite 
dimensional complex analysis and 
applications, (pp. 49 – 61). 
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2012 – 2013 Scholarship Awards 

P. D. Edwards Memorial Scholarships 
Max O. Browning, Callie R. Johnson, Shelby 
C. Leichty, Jeremy R. Mertz, Matthew L. 
Messmer, Abigail M. Nickle, Chelsea C. 
Police, and Daniel T. Widmann. 
 
Ramon L. & Vivian E. Avila Scholarship 
Nikole McCord 
 
John A. & Jane K. Beekman Actuarial 
Science Scholarships 
Max O. Browning, Brandon J. Patterson, 
Elizabeth R. Schmitt 
 
Steven D. & Debra L. Meyers Actuarial 
Science Scholarship in Honor of John A. 
and Jane K. Beekman 
Shelby C. Leichty 
 
Towers Watson & Co. Actuarial Science 
Scholarship in Honor of John A. & Jane K. 
Beekman 
Christopher M. McAuley 
 
Levi Shively Memorial Scholarships 
Derek M. Heis and Elizabeth L. Schaefer 
 
Otto W. Beebe Memorial Scholarships 
Garett N. Cates and Lainey L. Marshall 
 
Higgins-Nelson-Robold-Kappes 
Mathematics Scholarships 
Megan E. Barger, Carmen N. Ernest, and Gina 
R. Muhlenkamp 
 
Ram Lal Seekri Endowed Scholarship 
Elizabeth L. Schaefer 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman V. Hallett Memorial 
Scholarship 
Daniel C. Riddell 
 
D. W. Simpson & Co. Actuarial Science 
Scholarships 
Dustin W. Duncan and Keith A. Welch 

Emma Whitlock Garnett Scholarship 
Abigail M. Nickle 
 
Harold J. Gale Memorial Scholarship 
Dustin S. Crim 
 
AEGON Actuarial Science Scholarship 
Max O. Browning 
 
Dr. Mir Masoom Ali Scholarship 
Evan W. Austin and Sudipta Saha 
 
Student Leadership Awards 
Natalie M. Olivo, Elizabeth L. Schaefer, Ellen 
L. Weld, and Daniel T. Widmann 
 

 

Actuarial Awareness 
 

By Grant Steffen  
(President, Gamma Iota Sigma) 

Students in high school and college 
got a chance to learn from industry 
professionals about the opportunities of 
actuarial science in an event titled Actuarial 
Awareness Night, sponsored by Gamma 
Iota Sigma, on April 15.  Representatives 
from CNA Financial, Humana, and Mercer 
discussed the different experiences, 
challenges, and developments for actuaries 
in the areas of commercial property and 
casualty insurance, health insurance, and 
health and benefits consulting, respectively.  
Students had the opportunity to ask the 
panel of professional actuaries questions 
about the industry following the 
presentation. The goal of Actuarial 
Awareness Night is to promote 
understanding of the profession and bring 
attention to the department. 
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Making a Difference 
Your contribution is invaluable to the support of this department.  The gift you make may benefit one or 
several of the accounts listed below.  Thank you for your support of Ball State University’s Department of 
Mathematical Sciences.  Checks should be mailed to BSU Foundation, PO Box 672, Muncie, IN 47308.  
Please include the number of the fund you wish to contribute to.  Click here to give online. 

• Funding for mathematical sciences 
programs - #5501 

• Funding for actuarial science graduate  
program - #5502 

• Funding for the actuarial science 
program - #5506 

• L. Harper Whitcraft Fund - #5517 
• Dr. Mir Masoom Ali Scholarship - #5518 
• Mathematical Sciences Scholarships - #5550 
• Levi Shively Memorial Scholarship - #5551 
• Higgins/Nelson/Robold/Kappes  

Mathematics Scholarship - #5552 
• Edwards Memorial Scholarship - #5553 
• Mr. & Mrs. Herman V. Hallett Memorial 

Scholarships - #5554  
• Undergraduate Actuarial Science  

Scholarship - #5555 
• Emma Whitlock Garnett Scholarship - #5556 

 

• Harold J. Gale Scholarship - #5557 
• D. W. Simpson & Co. Actuarial Science  

Scholarship - #5558 
• Ramon L. and Vivian E. Avila Scholarship - 

#5559 
• John A.  & Jane K.  Beekman Actuarial Science 

Scholarship - #5560 
• Steven D. & Debra L. Myers Actuarial Science 

Scholarship in honor of John A. and Jane K. 
Beekman - #5561 

• Towers Watson & Co. Actuarial Science 
Scholarship in honor of John A. & Jane K. 
Beekman - #5562 

• Otto W. Beebe Memorial Scholarship - #5563 
• Swiss Re Actuarial Science Scholarship - #5564 
• AEGON Actuarial Science Scholarship - #5565 
• Ram Lal Seekri Endowed Scholarship - #5566 
• CNA Foundation Exam Scholarship - #5568  

 
 
 
 
 
           Muncie, IN 47306 
 


