
Alumni Spotlight
Kate (Endress) Doerksen ‘05
BSU Women’s Basketball Player 
Cofounder
DITTO.com

DITTO, a designer eyewear e-commerce site, lets shoppers �nd the 
perfect-�tting pair of glasses using the company’s exclusive 3D virtual try-on 
technology.  On the site, customers use the webcam on their computer or 
smart device to create a “DITTO” of their face.  Once uploaded, the customer 
can try on glasses virtually - even moving the DITTO image of their face to 
see how they look from multiple angles.  Customers can select designer-
glasses and designer-sunglasses from top brands such as Ray-Ban, 
 TAGHeuer,  Vera Wang, Oakley and dozens of others.

Upcoming
Events

A Man and His Cat: 
A visit with Garfield 

Creator and Paws Inc. 
CEO Jim Davis

Paws Inc. Headquarters

Tuesday, March 18th

Contact Us

765-285-9002
mdbeer@bsu.edu

The Entrepreneurship Center
MCOB, WB 207

Muncie, IN 47306

Student Spotlight
Nathaniel O’Dell
Mr. Canary Direct

Mr. Canary Direct will o�er a direct-to-you bird feeder service that will 
focus on individuals in long-term care facilities.  The company will 
deliver disposable, pre-�lled bird feeders directly to a resident. The 
uniquely designed bird feeder is easily shipped and, more importantly, 
easily opened and operated.  Once the feeder is empty, the resident 
can simply take it down and place it in the recycling; a new feeder will 
be arriving soon.  Mr. Canary Direct will allow these residents to 
maintain an important sense of freedom and independence.

 It’s hard to believe we are nearing the end of our �rst year under the new curriculum.  Our 
design-centered approach to entrepreneurship education has garnered a great deal of attention 
nationally, and our students love it!  We have also learned a great deal this year, and we are 
always looking to improve our system and processes.  We had a very successful fall semester, 
highlighted by winning the 2013 Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers (GCEC) Award 
in Specialty Entrepreneurship Education!  Winter Warm-up was also a great success this year.  It is 
always special to bring our alumni and business partners back to campus for this event.  We 
really appreciate their involvement and dedication to our students.  The students received 

excellent feedback, and are well on their way to E-Day.  
The senior Disney Experience trip to Walt Disney World 
was incredible!  Our time with  Ball State alumnus and 
CFO, Domestic Parks and Resorts at Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts, Kevin Lansberry (B.S.,1986), was 
extremely insightful.  The level of entrepreneurial 
activity at Disney is truly amazing and inspiring.  Our 
students also had the opportunity to go on a 
backstage tour.  In addition to these initiatives, we are 
currently seeking support towards launching a 
prototyping and modeling lab.

@BSUentrepreneur

www.facebook.com
/BSUentrepreneur

Rob Mathews
Assistant Director

On January 23rd, our juniors partook in 
the Red Bull Stratos Exhibit Grand 
Opening Event at the National Museum 
of the USAF in Dayton, Ohio.  Sponsored 
by our program partners Red Bull, our 
students had the chance to tour the 
massive museum and learn about the 
history and innovation of the aerospace 
industry before observing a panel 
consisting of key figures from the 
world-record breaking Stratos mission 
including Col. (Ret) Joe Kittenger and 
aerospace expert Art Thompson.

The Stratos mission saw the first human 
being break the sound barrier without a 
vehicle by jumping and free-falling from 
almost 128,000 feet at 837 mph!

Recent
Honors

“The Disney trip was a phenomenal experience as it allowed us students to realize how a truly unique company 
operates successfully.  The power of a strong vision was evident as Disney continues to innovate making the 
company stand apart from the competition.  Overall, the Disney trip exposed the senior class of Entrepreneur-
ship students to what is possible if a person works hard to persue their dream.” - Jason Fry, Senior

Our seniors just experienced “the most magical 
place on earth” in an entirely new way.  While 
other guests were busy running down 
Mainstreet U.S.A, our students were learning 
that every detail, down to the gentle slope of the 
entrance, was designed for a reason and has a 
purpose.  The Disney Company is known 
worldwide for its commitment to excellence and 
innovation, and our students learned just how 
true that is.

During their five-day stay, our students took a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the Magic Kingdom 
and learned incredible details about the 
planning, construction, and daily operations of 
the park.  The students also had the opportunity 
to meet the CFO, Domestic Parks and Resorts at 
Walt Disney Parks and Resorts, Kevin Lansberry.  
Kevin graciously gave an insightful presentation 
covering the business side and units of The Walt 
Disney Company.  He also gave some valuable 
advice to our students as they enter the 
professional world.  

The experience is a highlight of our students’ 
college career, and gives a powerful perspective 
on the importance of hard work, attention to 
detail and continuous innovation.
     

The Disney Entrepreneurial Experience

2013 Excellence in Specialty 
Entrepreneurship Education - GCEC

Dr. Michael Goldsby:
2014 winner of The Journal of Small 

Business Management “Editor’s Choice” 
award

2013 National Model Undergradu-
ate Entrepreneurship Program 

Award – USASBE

Red Bull Stratos Event

E-Day

Chase Tower -      
Downtown                   

Indianapolis

Tuesday, April 15th

Bird Cage

Ball State University Teleplex

Tuesday, April 29th

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

(Left to Right)
 Dr. Michael Goldsby -Director BSU Entrepreneurship
 Center; Scot Reynolds -Director, Experience
 Development Disney Parks; Rob Mathews -Assistant
Director BSU Entrepreneurship Center

Important        
Updates

The premier episode of “Bird 
Cage”, a TV Studio Venture Pitch is 

now available!

View the tailer and full episode at:
www.bsu.edu/entrepreneurship

Congratulations to alumnus 
Larson Manifold: 

2013 “Economic Development 
through Growth and                     

Entrepreneurship (EDGE) - 
Emerging Businesses” award 

recipient

Congratulations to alumnus 
Jayson Manship:

named member of the 2013 
Indianapolis Business Journal’s 

“Forty Under 40 Emerging                  
Entrepreneurs”

Congratulations to alumnus 
Jacob Schpok:

recently appointed Executive 
Director, Office of Small Business 

and Entrepreneurship for the State 
of Indiana

http://cms.bsu.edu/Academics/CentersandInstitutes/EntrepreneurshipCenter.aspx
https://twitter.com/BSUentrepreneur
https://www.facebook.com/BSUentrepreneur
http://www.ditto.com/
http://www.ditto.com/
http://cms.bsu.edu/Academics/CentersandInstitutes/EntrepreneurshipCenter.aspx

