
Native American Heritage Month:   

A Celebration in Maps 



















The fate of the buffalo… 
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The demise of the 

buffalo began in 1867 

when the Union Pacific 

Railroad was built.  At 

that time, there were 13 

million buffalo.   

 

Commercial buffalo 

hunting began in 1870.  

By 1878, the southern 

herd had been 

exterminated.   

 

By 1903, there were only 

34 buffalo living in the 

United States. 











French and Indian War, 1754-1763 













Treaty of Greenville, 1795 













Lenape on the Wapahani (White River) 







Peshewa,  

Francis Wildcat,  

Jean Baptiste 

Richardville 





Treaty of St. Mary’s, 1818 
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1877: After the 1,700-mile flight of the Nez 

Perce: I am tired of fighting…It is cold and 

we have no blankets…The little children are 

freezing to death…My heart is sick and sad.  

From where the sun now stands, I will fight 

no more forever. 





1895-2004: In the half century following the Dawes Act, Indians lost more than 90 million 

acres—much of it to swindlers.  Then the struggle for land and rights shifted from the 

battlefields to Congress and the courts. 
 

The U.S. government generally defines Indian Country as the roughly 56 million acres that lie 

within the boundaries of the reservations and other lands belonging to American Indians. 



In 2005, about 4.5 million 

individuals identified as 

American Indian or Alaska 

Native.  About 1.6 million 

identified as two or more 

races. 

 

About 43% live in the West, 

and over half live in just ten 

states: California, Oklahoma, 

Arizona, Texas, New Mexico, 

New York, Washington, 

North Carolina, Michigan, 

and Alaska. 

 

A total of 729,533 people 

reported to be Cherokee, 

either alone or in 

combination with another 

race, making it the most 

common tribal grouping. 

 

New York City counts more 

Indian residents than any 

other U.S. city, with some 

87,000 people claiming full 

or partial ancestry. 

 



Great spirits… 



Brigadier General Ely 

Samuel Parker was a 

Seneca who rose 

through the ranks of 

the Union Army 

during the Civil War.  

An aide to General 

Ulysses S. Grant, he 

wrote the final draft 

of the Confederate 

surrender at 

Appomattox.   

 

Later he became the 

first Native American 

to serve as the U.S. 

Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs. 



Sarah Winnemucca (1841-

1881), a Paiute, was the first 

Native American woman to 

obtain a copyright and 

publish a book in the 

English language.  Sarah 

served as a translator for the 

U.S. Army. 



Carlisle Industrial School founded in 1879 



Gertrude Simmons Bonnin 

(Zitkala-Sa), a Sioux from 

South Dakota, was the editor 

of the American Indian 

magazine.  She helped 

organize the first national 

Indian conference in the fall of 

1911. 

 

Bonnin attended the White’s 

Manual Labor Institute, a 

Quaker charter school near 

Wabash, Indiana, in 1890. 

 

She then attended Earlham 

College in Richmond, Indiana, 

for two years and won second 

place in the Indiana Oratorial 

Contest in 1896. 

 



Ishi was the last surviving 

member of the Yahi tribe in 

California.  He walked out 

of the hills near Oroville in 

1911, but no one could 

speak his language.  He 

died in 1916. 



A group of Comanche code talkers during World War II 

The scale of Native American enlistment during World War II was 

greater as a percentage of their total number than any other 

ethnic group.  The Navajo code talkers have received the most 

publicity—over 400 Navajos were code talkers.  (The Navajo code 

was kept secret until 1969). 





Thanks for commemorating Native American 

Heritage Month with Ball State University Libraries. 


