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When thinking about the types of writing with which students in secondary English language arts 
classrooms engage, the genres that often come to mind are analyses, both literary and rhetorical, 
as well as research papers. With the rise of social media. students are becoming further removed 
from these genres of writing, ngaging instead with writing that on the surface appears to be 
more fragmented and interactive. By thinking about the roles audience, context, and 
interpretation play in the compo ition of traditional academic writing as well as tweets on the 
so ial media platform Twitter, teachers can rephrase some of the questions about composition in 
a way to which 21 SI century students are more likely to relate. Because I presented my research at 
a roundtable session at the 20 13 National C uncil of Teachers of English (NCTE) Annual 
Con v ntion, I include reflections that d tail how I arrived at my fmal idea for the presentation 
and that document the feedback I received from the roundtable ses ion. 

Acknowledgements 

1would first lik to thank Dr. Susanna Benko for advising me throughout this project. If she had 
not invited me to create a presentation for the "The Future is Now: Exploring 21 st C ntury 
Teaching Id as With the Next Generation fEnglish Teachers" session at the 2013 NCTE 
Annual Convention, I would sti ll be lost on an idea for my thesis. I'm sure I stressed her out 
when I came to our meetings with more questions about the direction of my project than 
answers, but she was al ays patient in helping me to tease a coherent idea out of tbe mess. 
Thank you for being both a mentor and a model of a student-centered teacher who is invested in 
helping her students xperience the hard work and joy that come with authentic learning. 

Second, I would like to thank Dr. Pamela Hartman and the Department of English at Ball State 
University for providing transportation for the English Education Club to take nineteen 
undergraduate students to the 2013 NCTE Annual Convention in Boston. We were one of the 
largest groups of undergraduate students to attend the cony ntion and I appr ciate their support 
of us participating in profess ional development opportunities . 

I would final ly like to thank my friends and family for supporting and encouraging me 
throughout the creation of this project. Thank you to Nakkia Patrick for giving me feedback and 
helping me format my handout the night before the presentation and Richard torey fo r 
consistently showing interest in my project in some of its less developed stages. To my parents 
Linda and Dan, even though neither English nor education are your fi elds of expertise, 1 
appreciate you listening to my fru trations and giving me ideas about the direction of my project 
from an outside perspective. And to my brother Drew, thank you for giving me honest feedback 
about my ideas from the perspective of a high school senior. You are my toughest critic and I 
wiU be a more effective teacher because of your feed back. 


