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The Center for Peace and Conflict Studies

Ball State Alumnus, J.R. 
Jamison Rebuilds Cities 
with Storytelling. 
J.R. Jamison believes in the 
power of storytelling. In fact, he 
is changing the lives of others 
by doing just that. J.R. Jamison 
co-founded The Facing Project to 
improve communities and col-
lege campuses simply by telling 
stories. The Facing Project creates 
a dialog for issues that need to 
be faced such as poverty, home-
lessness, domestic violence and 
bullying. 

The Facing Project is the way to 
‘face’ an issue. Communities take 
the first step by contacting the 
Facing Project. The next step is 
to establish what issue needs 
to be faced. This can be a num-
ber of subjects such as poverty, 
teen pregnancy, gang wars, or 
unemployment. The community 
just needs to figure out what is 
prevalent in their community but 
not being discussed. The Facing 
Project will then pair with a local 
organization to begin rebuilding 
their community and address the 
issue the community wishes to 
address. This is a one-year pro-
gram with high success rates. 

 For over a decade, J.R. Jamison has paired writers 
with citizens of communities that are personally 
experiencing the issues that are also plaguing the 
community as a whole. The citizen shares their 
story and the talented writers bring their story to 
life. The writers write from the first person point-
of-view. This gives the story a special perspective, 
because it feels as though the person is actual-
ly narrating their own story. By sharing stories, 
communities can unite and take the next steps to 
making their community better. (Continue page 2)
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 Jamison is a Ball State 
Alumnus, so naturally 
he founded the Facing 
Project in Muncie, Indi-
ana in 2011. He received 
his Bachelor of Science 
in Culture Geography in 
2001. He decided to con-
tinue his education and 
received his Masters of 
Arts in Higher Education 
Administration in 2003. 
While attending graduate 
school, Jamison  was also 
the program associate 
for AmeriCorps. Amer-
iCorps is a service that 
helps over 70,000 Ameri-
cans each year with issues 
such as education, health 
and public safety. 
Right after graduation, 
Jamison became the 
program director for the 
Office of Leadership and 
Service Learning at Ball 
State University. He then 
decided to further his 
career at IUPUI, where he 
is currently the Associate 
Executive Director for 
Indiana Campus Com-
pact. His career at IUPUI 
allows Jamison to do what 
he loves; help communi-
ties. Quoted by Indiana 
Campus Compact Jami-
son said, "I've always been 
community focused - at 
Ball State and then with 
AmeriCorps and now 
with Indiana Campus 
Compact.”
In addition to work-
ing full time at IUPUI, 

Jamison leads the Facing 
Project, writes, speaks at 
conferences, and holds 
workshops for grant 
writing. Jamison also 
finds time in his busy 
schedule to train for 
mini-marathons. Most 
recently, Jamison was at 
Ball State University on 
Saturday, January 24, for 
Unity Week 2015. He was 
a keynote speaker and 
delivered his speech on 
the power of unity in a 
community. 
Jamison’s hard work has 
not gone unnoticed. He 
has won over 4 million 
dollars in grants and 
offers grant writing 
workshops to groups and 
organizations. In just 4 
years, over 40 campuses 
have adopted the Facing 
Project. His writing has 
appeared prestigious 
academic journals such 
as: the Journal of Com-
munity Engagement and 
Higher Education, the 
Journal of Public Scholar-
ship in Higher Education, 
the Service-Learning 
in Higher Education 
book series. Jamison was 
also named one of East 
Central Indiana’s movers 
and shakers honored in 
M-Magazine. 
Jamison has made a 
significant impact on the 
world in a short amount 
of time. In less than 5 
years,          

Jamison has founded an 
organization and has now 
spoken at over 100 con-
ferences across the United 
States. Jamison continues 
to learn and grow every-
day and helps others grow 
with him. On Jamison’s 
blog he states, “Often, our 
own infrastructures hold 
us back from achieving 
what is possible. Imagine 
a world (or a campus, or 
a community) where that 
is different. Where we can 
untangle the red tape and 
begin to move forward. 
I firmly believe that 
through partnerships, 
reciprocity and under-
standing campuses and 
communities can begin 
to make systemic changes 
that will shift traditional 
cultures and habits to be 
more accepting of com-
munity-based engage-
ment and learning.” 
Jamison wants to make 
all communities a better 
place. By reading the 
stories of others, com-
munities can join to-
gether to make the world 
a better place. As the 
Facing Project continues 
to grow, Jamison does as 
well. Through storytell-
ing, Jamison has made a 
number of communities 
more close-knit and bet-
ter places to live. He plans 
to continue to expand his 
work in hopes of making 
the world a better place. 

Terrorist Attack in 
Paris Inspires
Discussion on 
Freedom of 
Speech By: Emily Watercutter

A hot topic in the news for the past couple weeks 
has been on the terrorist attacks in Paris. Terrorist 
attacks have permeated throughout the media, 
especially with the recent, violent rise of ISIS. 
Throughout the world, people have been trying 
to make sense of this tragedy. These terrorist at-
tacks seem to raise more questions than answers, 
especially with inconsistent information given 
depending on which news outlet is providing the 
information. Some of these questions include: 
What actually happened? Who is behind the at-
tacks? What is the reasoning behind the attacks? 

What actually happened?
On January 7th, 2015, two gunmen forced their 
way into the offices of the French satirical weekly 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris by threatening 
cartoonist Corinne Rey to open the door of the 
building with her key. The armed men immedi-
ately sprayed the lobby with gunfire and killed 
the maintenance worker at the reception desk. 
The gunmen then forced Rey at gunpoint to 
lead the two gunmen to the second floor. On the 
second floor there were 15 staff members having 
an editorial meeting. The two gunmen called out 
Charb’s (who was the current owner and editor of 
Charlie Hebdo) name to target him before they 
opened fire. When they targeted him the shoot-
ing lasted 5-10 minutes while they shouted “Al-
lahu Akbar” meaning God is great. Rey survived 
the shooting by hurling herself under a desk. The 
two gunmen ended up killing 12 at the Charlie 
Hebdo shooting. Witnesses reported that the two 
gunmen identified themselves as belonging to al 
Qaeda in Yemen. Continue Page 3. 
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Prophet Muhammad. We 

have killed Charlie Hebdo!”
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The gunmen left the scene shout-
ing, “We have avenged the Prophet 
Muhammad. We have killed Charlie 
Hebdo!” The two men escaped in a 
getaway car. The police later killed the 
two gunmen. 
Hours after the Charlie Hebdo shoot-
ing, Amedy Coulibaly, shot a 32-year-
old man who was out jogging. Two 
days later, on January 9th, Coulibaly entered the kosher super-
market where he killed four people and took several hostages. 
With the help of Lassana Bathily, a Muslim shop assistant at the 
supermarket, the police stormed the supermarket and gunned 
down Coulibaly. The police rescued 15 hostages. 
Background on Charlie Hebdo
Charlie Hebdo (Weekly Charlie) is a satirical weekly newspaper 
in France that features cartoons, reports, polemics, and jokes on 
controversial topics. This newspaper is strongly secularist, anti-
religious, and publishes articles that mock politics, Catholicism, 
Islam, Judaism, Israel, culture, and various other groups as local 
and world news unfolds. Charlie Hebdo has a history of attract-
ing controversy. In 2011 the former building of Charlie Hebdo 
was set on fire and the website was hacked due to a featured 
cartoon of Muhammad on the cover of the newspaper. In 2012, 
the newspaper published multiple cartoons of Muhammad, in-
cluding nude caricatures. The published newspaper came days 
after a series of violent attacks on U.S. embassies in the Middle 
East. This prompted the French government to close embassies, 
consulates, cultural centers, and international schools in about 
20 Muslim countries. During this time, riot police surrounded 
the newspaper’s office to protect it against possible attacks.
Who is behind the attacks?
There have been claims of links to two of the biggest terrorist 
groups al-Qaeda and ISIS. Which can be confusing because 
these two groups are known to be in competition with each 
other. So it is possible that the two most dangerous jihadist 
groups have agreed to bury their differences and cooperate in a 
joint attack on France. The two gunmen in the attack at Charlie 
Hobde were brothers Said and Cherif Kouachi. They identified 
themselves as members of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
also known as AQAP. AQAP has claimed responsibility for the 
Charlie Hobde attack. Amedy Coulibaly, who was behind the 
attack at the kosher supermarket said he was a member of ISIS. 
Another question that arises from this one is, ‘how are these 
two terrorist groups linked?’ Both groups have a worldview that 
is an extreme and violent interpretation of Islam. Said Koua-
chi’s wife has told investigators that her husband and Coulibaly 
knew each other well. There have also been documents from 
the French court that show Coulibaly and Cherif Kouachi were 
close acquaintances who planned to stage a prison break to 

free a fellow terrorist in 2010. The Kouachi 
brothers and Coulibaly are also suspected 
to have a common mentor, Djemal Beghal, 
known as an al-Qaeda premiere European 
recruiter who was convicted of conspiring to 
attack the U.S. Embassy in Paris. 
Investigators are still searching for accom-
plices. One accomplice in particular is Hayat 
Boumeddiene, who is the wife of Coulibaly. 

She is believed to have fled to Syria after the attack at the 
kosher supermarket. During January 15th and 16th, eight men 
and four women 
were arrested 
in Paris and put 
into custody on 
suspicion of pro-
viding support to 
Coulibaly. 
What is the reasoning behind the attacks?
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula claims that the attack at 
Charlie Hobde has been planned for years. The motive for the 
attack is known as the hatred for Charlie Hebdo’s cartoons, 
which made jokes about the Prophet Muhammad. Some Mus-
lims take the view that mockery of religion and of the Prophet 
Muhammad is forbidden and that it can be punished by death. 
These attacks have led to many different views among Muslims. 
Some approve of these attacks while others condemn them. 
There are some Muslims who support the attacks because of 
the justification of words of Muhammad that those who insult 
prophets should face death. After the attack, in support of the 
events that occurred Filipino Muslims held a rally stating that 
these attacks should be a, “moral lesson for the world to respect 
any kind of religion, especially the religion of Islam.” “Freedom 
of expression does not extend to insulting the noble and the 
greatest prophet of Allah.” On the other hand there are many 
that are not in favor of these attacks. The vice president of the 
U.S. Ahmadiyya Muslim Community stated, “The culprits behind 
this atrocity have violated every Islamic tenet of compassion, 
justice, and peace.” Many Muslims believed these attacks have 
gone against the Islamic principles and values. 
Overall, these attacks have created a lot of discussion on the 
freedom of speech and the actions of those who are harmed by 
the freedom of speech. Is there a limit to freedom of speech? Is 
there a right and wrong side to this tragedy? How can tragedies 
like this be prevented in the future? Please join us for our first 
discussion series this semester where our panel will discuss 
these questions and more. 
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Monumental Ideas in Miniture Books
January 27th-February 7th, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at the 
Atrium Gallery
"Monumental Ideas in Miniature Books" is a traveling exhibi-
tion of  handmade artists' books. This exhibition is curated 
by Hui-Chu Ying, professor of  art at the University of  Akron.
When closed, the books share similar dimensions 4 x 5 x 
1 inches, but when opened they can be expanded to any 
length, width, and depth. Displayed together, these minia-
ture objects redefine the traditional format of  the book.

Faculty Reading Series: Brian D. Morrison and 
Silas Hansen
January 28th, 7:30 p.m., Bracken Library, Room 104
Brian D. Morrison is an Assistant Professor of  English at 
Ball State University. He earned his MFA at The University of  
Alabama, where he served as an assistant editor for Black 
Warrior Review. His poetry has been published at Verse Dai-
ly, Copper Nickel, Cave Wall, and other journals. He has also 
been granted two Pushcart nominations and an Academy 
of  American Poets prize.
Silas Hansen's essays have appeared in Slate, Colorado 
Review, The Normal School, Hayden's Ferry Review, and 
elsewhere.  He earned his MFA from The Ohio State Univer-
sity and teaches creative writing at Ball State University.

University Singers: Spring Cabaret
January 29th, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Sursa Performance Hall
The University Singers, also known as Indiana’s Official 
Goodwill Ambassadors, celebrates its 51st season this year 
under the direction of  Alan Alder. The ensemble warms up 
the month of  January with its annual Spring Cabaret.
General Admission is $5. Student tickets free in advance 
with ID at Emens Box Office.
For ticket information contact: Emens Auditorium at 765-
285-1539 or 1-877-99-EMENS

Wonders of the Winter Sky
January 30th-31st, 7-7:45 p.m., Charles W. Brown Plane-
tarium
Free and open to the public.
The sky on cold winter nights has some of  the brightest 
stars and the best known constellations. Some of  these 
stars are truly supergiants, hundreds of  times bigger than 
our Sun, while others are dwarfs the size of  Earth. Along 
the winter Milky Way there are colorful clouds where new 
stars are being born. Come and enjoy a guided tour of  this 
celestial wonderland.
Intended Audience: All ages
Runtime: Roughly a 45 minute live program 

Tchaikovsky Discovers America: MSO Family 
Show
January 31st, 4:00 p.m., Emens Auditorium
The Muncie Symphony Orchestra presents a nationally 
acclaimed musical theater show "Tchaikovsky Discovers 
America", a family concert designed with kids in mind but 
enjoyable by adults (included with MSO season ticket).
Based on the actual event, this story tells of  the great 
composer’s arrival in New York for the grand opening of  
Carnegie Hall in 1891 and his famous trip to Niagara Falls. 
A surprise encounter with a young American girl, Jennie, 
reveals much about Tchaikovsky – his life in Russia, his 
love of  music and his fears of  conducting. This is an all-
Tchaikovsky program, an exciting theatrical story presented 
by the Classical Kids Music Education troupe from Chicago, 
Illinois and the MSO. This family friendly concert is about 50 
minutes long.

A Raisin in the Sun
February 6th-7th, 2015 7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. at the Univer-
sity Theatre at Ball State University
This production is a pivotal story in the history of  Afri-
can-American theatre, A Raisin in the Sun chronicles three 
generations of  an African-American family on the south 
side of  Chicago during the 1950’s. A financial windfall is the 
catalyst for their divergent dreams and each member of  the 
family envisions a different path to a better life. Matriarch 
Lena wants to buy a home in an all-white neighborhood, her 
son Walter Lee wants to buy a liquor store, and daughter 
Beneatha dreams of  attending medical school. Familial 
conflict, tensions and prejudice forcefully collide to create 
this groundbreaking American classic. 
Tickets: General Public $15, Faculty/Staff  $14, Senior 
Citizens $12, Students $10

Ball State University Dance Marathon
Saturday, February 21st- 22nd, 2015 from 2:00 p.m.- 2:00 
a.m. 
In the Field and Sport Building 
Stand for 12 hours for those who can’t! Ball State University 
Dance Marathon is the largest student-run philanthropic 
event on BSU’s campus. Their mission is to provide support 
both emotionally and monetarily to the children and families 
that need the assistance of  Riley Hospital for Children in 
Indianapolis. 



Off Campus 
Events

MLK Jr. Dream Team’s Kick-Off to Black History 
Month Celebration
Saturday, February 7th, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at Minnetrista
Activities include the fourth annual Create for the Dream art contest and 
silent auction, a continental breakfast, prize raffle, and guest speakers.

Organizations On Campus

Follow Us:

https://www.facebook.com/
ballstatepeacecenter?ref=ay-
mt_homepage_panel

https://twitter.com/bsu4peace
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International Justice Mission
Mondays @ 6pm in Student Center Rm. 306.
IJM is a global organization that protects the 
poor from violence in the developing world. 
Ball State’s chapter is a group of students who 
are passionate about ending slavery & human 
trafficking around the world. They believe that 
through Jesus Christ, they can create tangible 
change in the lives of slaves through prayer, 
educating people, changing our behavior, & 
volunteering. IJM fights by rescuing victims, 
bringing criminals to justice, restoring survi-
vors, & strengthening justice systems.
Currently planning ultimate Frisbee tourna-
ment for late January/early February
“Stand for Freedom” – coming in April.

Feminists for Action
Tuesdays @ 6pm in Burkhardt Building Rm. 
220.
A group dedicated to the empowerment of 
women, men, & children through advocacy 
& education. They strive to educate others 
about issues in the global, national, & commu-
nity level. They encourage thought-provok-
ing discussions & work to organize events to 
benefit feminist causes.
Current Focuses/Projects:
Writing letters to Indiana Senators in regards 
to specific bills being introduced.
Planning an event around Valentine’s Day.
Planning and organizing various committees 
for the spring semester.

Ethnic Theatre Alliance
Mondays @ 5:30pm in Arts & Communications 
Building Rm. 308.
ETA uses theatre to explore cultures, diversity, 
& racial-discrimination to develop worldviews 
in BSU students, & create well-rounded artists.
Spring Events:
January 31 – Spoken word & poetry work-
shop/slam
March – Homeless Awareness event; Theatre 
piece for Women’s History Month
 April – Community diversity picnic; 
LGBTQ event

Global Brigades
Global Brigades is an international non-profit 
organization that empowers communities to 
meet their health & economic goals through 
university volunteers & local teams. GB offers 
skill-based 1-3 week brigades to Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Panama, & Ghana. Each of these 
programs meets an aspect of GB’s holistic 
model to strengthen the health & economic 
development of communities. Ball State’s 
chapter is planning to send three groups of 
students on three different brigades in 2015.
Social Media
 Twitter: @BSUBrigaders
 Instagram: @BSUBrigaders
 Facebook: “Global Brigades at Ball  
 State University”

https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/bsu4peace


MOSAIC
•MOSAIC is a social justice peer education program whose mission is to engage undergraduate students in open 
dialogues focused on diversity and social justice topics to promote awareness, change, and inter-group under-

standing.

 “Taboo Tuesdays” Events – Every other Tuesday @ 7:00pm.
 February 3: Slut Shaming
 February 17: Pornography
 March 10: Death Penalty
 March 24: Genocide
 April 7: Hook-up Culture
 April 21: Genital Cutting/FGH

Student Action Team
• Mondays @ 4:00pm in the Kinghorn Multipurpose Room.

SAT is an organization made up of general members & housing and residence life representatives. This organiza-
tion is dedicated to volunteering & supporting Ball State University & the Muncie community, & giving back to the 

community.
Students for Life

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Monday of the month @ 7:30pm in Bracken Library, ERC1.

Ball State Students for Life (BSSFL) is committed to the protection of all human life; from conception until natural 
death. We strive to educate our members & the Ball State University community about why we value life in all its 

forms. We strive to respond with love, compassion, & support to those who suffer from restrictions of life.

Timmy Global Health
Wednesdays @ 8:00pm in Bracken Library Schwartz Complex.

Timmy Global Health expands access to healthcare & empowers students & volunteers to tackle today’s most press-
ing global health challenges.

Cardinal Kitchen
Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University’s campus food pantry. The pantry is located on the second floor of the Mul-
ticultural Center & is available for use to all undergraduate & graduate students. The pantry is open the first three 

Wednesdays of every month from 5:00 - 8:00pm. The mission is to ensure that no Ball State student goes hungry on 
our campus.

6
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International Conference on Conflict Resolution Education
Hosted by The School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University, Arlington, Virginia 

June 17-22, 2015
Registration opens in late January 2015

The 2015 conference builds upon prior conferences, which brought together government representatives from all around the globe and 
nongovernmental organization partners who have legislation or policies in conflict resolution education and related fields. The audience 
includes college educators and students, k-12 educators, prevention specialists, and state, local, national and international policy makers. 

http://creducation.org/cre/goto/creconf 

Annual International Conference on Ethnic and Religious Conflict Resolution and Peace Building
Theme: The Intersection of Diplomacy, Development and Defense: Faith and Ethnicity at the Crossroads

The Riverfront Library Auditorium, Yonkers Public Library 1 Larkin Center Yonkers, New York 10701
October 9,10, and 11, 2015

This conference will host speakers from a variety of disciplines, well-informed panels, and lively debate. The conference selected the theme it 
has to explore the recent developments and supporting modern approaches to diffuse current conflicts. 

http://www.internationalpeaceandconflict.org/forum/topics/2015-annual-international-conference-on-ethnic-and-religious#.VLQgJ2TF_RI 
Registration ends: October 9th, 2015

http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html 

Because Kids Count Conference
November 30-December 2, 2015

Indianapolis, IN
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx 

Notre Dame Student Peace Conference 
100 Hesburgh Center, Notre Dame, IN 

March 27-28 2015 
Register: http://10times.com/notre-dame-student-peace-conference

Butler University Undergraduate Research Conference 
Butler University 

April 10 2015 
Register by February 11th 

http://www.butler.edu/undergrad-research-conference/

FATE Conference 
Hosted by Heron School of Art and IUPUI 

Indianapolis IN
March 25-28 2015 

Register by March 9th : https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&re-
turn=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzE3Mzg5Nj9zZXJ2SWQ9NDQ5NyZ-

vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzE3Mzg5Ng==
Fees include breakfast and Lunch 

Must be a member of FATE to attend: member cost is $50 for 2 years 

The Business and Economics of Peace
American University in Washington, D.C.

April 10th-11th, 2015
This conference focuses on the interrelationships between business, peace, and economics and will emphasize on the 

keys themes that include: Economics, Business, and Peace, Measuring Peace, Analysis and Management of Risk, and 
Resilient Businesses, Resilient Societies: Promoting Positive Peace. At the conference there will be student presentations, 
established academics and industry leaders will share the latest ideas in research and practice, and there will be discus-

sions and networking opportunities with practitioners will be emphasized in the program. 
http://economicsandpeace.org/education/tertiary/conference 

Please contact conferences@economicsandpeace.org with any questions you may have. 

Peace Conferences

http://creducation.org/cre/goto/creconf 
http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html   
http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html   
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx   
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx   
Register: http://10times.com/notre-dame-student-peace-conference
http://www.butler.edu/undergrad-research-conference/
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
http://economicsandpeace.org/education/tertiary/conference  


“In “Negative Peace” Barash starts out by saying that the study of war prevention cannot be trusted in the hands of political science or 
other similar social sciences. He claims that many of them are apologists for the war system. I found this as kind of a useless, low blow 
claim. Many of us do not bow down to the system and say “it is what it is.” Instead we often attempt to find solutions to conflict through 
political means. We study why conflicts arise and the systems surrounding conflict. Sure, some see war as simply a means to an end. Yet, 
without careful study about the system and the political reasons for conflict, it becomes difficult for peace proponents to find ways to 
peace.
The author seems to think that peace can be obtained without political means. He instead believes that people are to blame for the 
promotion of war. That we don’t desire peace because it is boring. Really? How is peace boring when my friends and colleagues aren’t 
getting blown up on some god-forsaken battlefield? With the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, it’s obvious that people are now 
bored with war. Support for war is at all time lows and is getting lower with each passing day. People are realizing how destructive and 
obscene war is and are now seeking peace. Especially since we don’t even know what we are fighting for.

The “Nuclear Myths” article, I found surprisingly lacking in argument and support. The first argument stating that nuclear weapons were 
not necessary to end WW II was extremely bad. Half of the argument was some quote from General Eisenhower in regards to the use 
of the nuclear weapons. With all due respect to General Eisenhower, he wasn’t the supreme authority on the war in the Pacific. If we’ve 
learned anything about wars in the Asian region, it is that the people living there don’t give up very easily when it comes to war. If the 
United States had invaded Japan, who knows how long the war would have lasted or how many more lives would have been lost. The 
nuclear bombs were a game changer. While it was abhorrent that they were used on civilian populations, there is little doubt their use 
brought a swift end to the war in the Pacific.

I found issue with the authors next claim that nuclear weapons did not prevent the US and Soviet Union from going to war with each 
other. The author states that many times we were awfully close to nuclear war. Yet, nuclear war did not happen, likely because it the 
use of nuclear weapons would benefit no one. The Soviets were just as rational as the United States, and both sides’ arsenals of nuclear 
weapons likely prevented much more violence from happening. Without nuclear deterrence, we might have seen a ground war with 
the Soviet Union.

“Addicted to War” has been a pleasant surprise. I’ve never been one to read comic books, but I found it surprising easy to read and very 
informative. The book is obviously very biased but makes logical arguments and connections. Yet, bias isn’t necessarily a bad thing. It 
opens up new perspectives for the readers to believe or throw away at their own liberty. I did find the book very hard to put down as it 
was fast paced and kept me wanting more and more. I look forward to reading the rest of it. “

Blog of the Week

KISS: KNOWING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ STORIES 
WEDNESDAYS from 3:30-5:00 pm – MULTICULTURAL CENTER This gathering, starting on Septem-
ber 3rd 2014, is designed to provide support for international students by coming together and 
sharing cross-cultural stories. Through sharing our stories, participants will find similarities and 
differences as well as gain support from each other. The leaders will also share their personal 
journeys with members and use various approaches to encourage members’ sharing.
COUNSELING CENTER THERAPY GROUPS: 
(Therapy groups require appointment at counseling center before joining. Call 285-1736 or let 
your intake counselor know you are interested in a group.) 

UNDERSTANDING SELF & OTHERS 
Group members explore patterns of  relating to self  and others by discovering understanding 
and acceptance of  themselves and others. Discussions vary greatly from depression, anxiety, 
relationships, family concerns, eating issues, alcohol abuse and/or personal growth. The groups 
thrive on diversity as members discover the common bond through emotional experiences. 
Mondays 3:00-4:30; Tues-days 3:00-4:30; Wednesday 2:00-3:30; Thursday 2:00-3:30 (women’s 
group) 

JOURNEY TO WHOLENESS 
Safe, supportive place for survivors of  sexual trauma to explore the meaning of  their experiences 
and to explore effective ways of  coping. Thursdays 3:00-4:30 

WEIGHT NOT, WANT NOT 
Supportive group for women with eating disorders or body image struggles who want to explore 
effective ways of  coping. Time to be determined. 

CHOICES 
A group for students who are exploring making changes in their relationship with alcohol and 
other substances. Mondays 3:00-4:30 

SAFE HAVEN: GLBQ SUPPORT GROUP 
This therapy group provides a safe place for GLBQ students to explore and discuss patterns 
of  relating to self  and others by discovering understanding and acceptance of  themselves and 
others. Topics of  discussion vary greatly from coming out, finding support, relationships, family 
concerns, depression, anxiety, and/or personal growth. Fridays 10:00-11:30 

C.A.L.M.: 
Care for myself, manage my Anxiety, Live in the moment, practice Mindfulness - This group offers 
a secure space for students struggling with anxiety to not only explore their fears and worries, 
but also receive feedback and support from others with similar concerns. The group also focuses 
on teaching students about a variety of  techniques, including mindfulness meditation, which 
can be particularly helpful in managing anxiety. Another benefit of  being in a group is having a 
place to experiment ap-plying new skills and ways of  relating to others, in a safe and supportive 
environment. Thursdays 3:00-4:30 

KALEIDOSCOPE: ETHNIC/RACIAL MINORITY SUPPORT GROUP 
MONDAYS from 4:00-5:30 pm – MULTICULTURAL CENTER 2nd FLOOR 
A safe, supportive place for ethnic/racial minority students to explore and discuss navigating 
two or more cultures. Topics may include discrimination, identity, family concerns, relationships, 
adjust-ment, academic concerns, and body image. All ethnic/racial minority students are welcome 
to join any time!

On Campus Support Groups 
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By: Jason Pickell



The Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Fellowship Fund
The Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Fellowship Fund to support faculty members and graduate students that are pre-
senting scholarly papers or serving on a symposium at professional conferences on topics directly connected 
to the mission of the Cohen Fund which "is to provide a lasting memorial to Benjamin Cohen by fostering new 
approaches to the problems of peacemaking. 
Two awards of up to $500 are available for this academic year. Funds may only be used to offset travel expenses 
(e.g., airfare, lodging, local transportation, meals). You can find the application linked with this opportunity at: 
http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacetravelfund
Information about the Cohen Fellowship Program can be found at: http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersan-
dinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship 
Please note that is ESSENTIAL that a submitted proposal clearly articulate how the presentation fits with the 
mission of the Cohen Fund. Proposals that are not consistent with this mission will not be reviewed. Please also 
note that the deadline to apply for these funds is December 1, 2014 and March 1, 2015.
If you have any questions, please contact the Peace Center at peacecenter@bsu.edu

Peace Song of the Week 

The Center for Peace and Conflict Studies is an interdisciplinary center whose mission is to pursue research on structural 
and direct forms of violence and conflict; to implement nonviolent strategies to resolve conflict; to offer mediation services 
to individuals, groups, and organizations; and to train people in conflict resolution, mediation, peace-building, leadership, 
meditation, and sportsperson-ship skills. The center also pursues public diplomacy, sports diplomacy, and cultural ex-
change as part of local, regional, national, and international projects designed to promote mutual understanding, appreci-
ation, cooperation, and respect. 

If you’d like us to include 
your events in the 
newsletter, please contact: 
Sara Huntington
shuntington@bsu.edu
Jordan Larson
jblarson@bsu.edu
Hunter Sully 
hmsully@bsu.edu
Emily Watercutter
emwatercutte@bsu.edu

Our Programs Include: 
Mediation training and services 
Meditation classes 
The Brown Bag lunch speaker series 
The Muncie Interfaith Fellowship 
The Social Justice League organization 

Staff Members: 
Lawrence H. Gerstein, Ph.D., Director 
Gerald Waite, Research Fellow 
Steven R. Hall, Ph.D., Curriculum Coordinator 
Beth Messner, Ph.D., Outreach Coordinator 
Hunter Sully, Graduate Assistant

310 N. McKinley Ave. 
Muncie, IN 47306 

(765) 285-1622 
www.bsu.edu/peacecenter 

peacecenter@bsu.edu 

About Us
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Gimme Shelter -The Rolling Stones 

http://youtu.be/R3rnxQBizoU 

http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship  
http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship  
http://www.bsu.edu/peacecenter 
http://youtu.be/R3rnxQBizoU 

