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On Sunday, February 8th, the Grammys were 
filled with talented performers from this gen-
eration and past generations, from Sam Smith 
to Madonna. One performer in particular 
did not sing but instead gave a spoken word 
performance. Brooke Axtell gave a moving 
message about her experience in an abusive 
relationship and urged survivors to seek help. 
Since the 2015 Grammys, people have been 
wondering, “who is Brooke Axtell?”
Brooke Axtell is a 34-year-old writer, speaker, 
performing artist and activist based in Austin, 
Texas. She is the Director of Communications 
for Engagement for Allies Against Slavery, a 
non-profit devoted to ending human traf-
ficking. She also is the founder of Survivor 
Healing and Empowerment (S.H.E.). S.H.E. is 
a healing community for survivors of rape, 
abuse, and sex trafficking. Axtell is a member 
of the Speaker’s Bureau for Rape, Abuse, In-
cest, National Network (R.A.I.N.N.) the largest 
anti-sexual assault organization in the United 
States. She serves on the board of The Refuge, 
the first long-term therapeutic care program 
for survivors of child sex trafficking in Austin, 
Texas. In addition, she also works for Safe-
Place, a domestic violence shelter. SafePlace 
is where Ken Ehrlich, the executive producer 
of the Grammys, heard about Axtell’s activism 
of domestic violence. 
This year at the Grammys, Ehrlich wanted 
to focus on violence against women. He 
captivated the major issue of domestic abuse 
in American society by introducing the topic 
in a PSA by President Obama. In the PSA, 
President Obama urged people that “it’s on 
us, all of us, to create a culture where violence 
isn’t tolerated. Where survivors are supported 
and where all our young people, men and 
women, can go as far as their talents and 
dreams will take them.” After the PSA, Brooke 
Axtell took the stage and told her story about 

being a survivor of domestic abuse. She stat-
ed, “authentic love does not devalue a human 
being.” She also advised those who may be 
currently in an abusive relationship to seek 
help.  “If you’re in a relationship with someone 
who does not honor and respect you, I want 
you to know you are worthy of love. Please 
reach out for help; your voice will save you.” 
After her speech, Katy Perry gave a powerful 
performance of her song “By The Grace Of 
God.” 
Axtell’s tragic story begins when she was 
seven years old. While her mother was in the 
hospital and her father was traveling for busi-
ness, Axtell was put in the care of a nanny. 
Her nanny chained her in a basement and 
raped her. The nanny also sold her to other 
men to rape and film her for their own private 
pornography collections. She didn’t report 
her nanny, or tell anyone what happened to 
her as a child. Her experience of sex traffick-
ing at age seven made her more vulnerable 
to experiencing domestic violence later in her 
life. Before the age of 18, Axtell found herself 
in a relationship with an abusive boyfriend. 
“After a year of passionate romance with a 
handsome, charismatic man, I was stunned 
when he began to abuse me. I believed he 
was lashing out because he was in pain and 
needed help. I believed my compassion could 
restore him and our relationship. My empathy 
was used against me. I was terrified of him 
and ashamed I was in this position. What 
bound me to him was the desire to heal him. 
My compassion was incomplete because it 
did not include me.” 

Authentic love 
does not devalue 
a human being. 

“
“

Brook Axtell’s Moving Speech at the 
2015 Grammys. 
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Brooke Axtell Cont. 
After her boyfriend threatened 
to kill her, she told her mother 
about what was happening. Her 
mother told her to seek help at a 
local domestic violence shelter, a 
decision that ultimately saved her 
life. She decided to start speaking 
openly about her experience after 
she attended a recovery group for 
survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 
The role of art played a key part in 
her recovery from her traumatic ex-
periences. She is now a singer and a 
poet who has released three albums 
and two collections of poetry. 

Brooke Axtell has overcome her 
traumatic experience and is now 
an image of hope, strength and 
peace that encourages survivors 
of domestic violence to overcome 
their own experiences. Domestic 
violence is a major issue in today’s 
society and can be defeated by your 
voice and the voice of others. If you 
are a survivor of domestic violence 
and are seeking help contact the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline 
at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or the 
National Sexual Assault Hotline at 
1-800-656-HOPE (4673). The Coun-
seling Center (open to all students 
and faculty) on Ball State’s campus 
is at Lucina Hall, room 320. Their 
hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. and you can contact them 
at 765-285-1736. If you have an 
emergency after-hours you can 
contact them at 765-747-7330. The 
counseling center provides services 
of individual counseling or group 
counseling.

On Tuesday, February 10, 2015, three Muslim 
students were shot and killed over a parking 
spot at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Police are 
having difficulty proving it was a hate crime. 
A hate crime is defined as: a crime motivated 
by racial, sexual, or other prejudice, typically 
one involving violence. So why are 
police having such difficulty proving 
Craig Hicks, 46, shot these three stu-
dents because of their religion?
 Classifying a criminal action 
as a hate crime is not as simple as it 
may seem. Hicks claims that he had 
prior issues with one of the victims, 
Shaddy Barakat. According to India 
TV News, Imad Ahmad, who lived 
in the condo where his friends were 
killed until Barakat and Mohammed 
were married in December, said 
Hicks complained about once a 
month that the two men were park-
ing in a visitor's space as well as their 
assigned spot.
 According to CBS News, a Law 
Professor at the University of North Carolina, 
Joseph Kennedy, claims that it is very diffi-
cult to prove a hate crime. In his explanation 
of what constitutes a hate crime, Kennedy 
states, “it’s not enough if it’s one of the rea-
sons. It has to be the main reason why they 
committed the crime.” 
 It can be incredibly difficult to prove 
the motive of a hate crime, because it re-
quires that we have insight into the thought 
process behind the crime. This makes it 
difficult to figure out if his killing had more 
motive than a parking spot. Kennedy also 
states, "you can't prosecute someone for 
a hate crime simply because of past hate 
speech or even because of membership in a 
hate group."
 With regard to the current crime, 
there are some details that indicate that 
Hicks’ explanation of the crime being solely 
based on the parking spot may not be 
the entire story. Although others in the 
apartment complex complained of simi-
lar issues with Hicks guarding his parking 
spot, Barakat, Mohammad, and Abu-Salha 
were the only ones murdered. The most 
astonishing fact is that there were not any 
cars parked in Hicks’ spot on the day of 
the murders. In addition, the victims were 
killed in an execution-style manner, ac-
cording to the father of two of the victims. 
This gives support to the notion that this 
was a planned murder, not a random act of 
rage due to a parking spot. Although Hicks 
cannot be prosecuted for a hate crime based 
on his past speech or affiliations, it does give 

insight into his state of mind regarding the 
Islamic population. Hicks frequently posted 
about his hate for religion on social media 
often. 
After the shooting, social media users began 
tweeting their reactions to the crime with 

the hashtags #MuslimLivesMatter and #Cal-
lItTerrorism. Some of the tweets included: 
“imagine the reaction if the 3 Muslim UNC 
students killed were Jewish or Black, there 
would have been a tsunami of outrage.” 
“What does it come down to? A woman 
scared to leave her home with her Hijab on 
because she might get shot?” Social me-
dia gave everyone a voice to express their 
disappointment, sadness, and anger about 
the shooting and how it has been reported 
by the mainstream media. Many people 
throughout the world were incredibly dis-
appointed by the lack of mainstream media 
coverage. There were many comments 
indicating that if the identities of the victims 
and perpetrator were reversed, the narra-
tive of the story in the media would have 
been drastically different. People around 
the world are also outraged by Hicks’ manic 
act, and their anger will not cease until he 
is given a proper sentence for the crimes he 
committed. 
On Wednesday, February 12, Hicks appeared 
in court for the murders of Shaddy Barakat, 
23, Yusor Mohammad, 21 and Razan Mo-
hammed AbuSalha, 19. Hicks pleaded indi-
gence (meaning he can’t afford an attorney) 
and was appointed to a public defender. A 
few days later, a grand jury indicted Hicks on 
three counts of first-degree murder. If Hicks 
were to be charged with a hate crime, his 
sentence would be significantly longer and 
he would have an increased likelihood of 
being sentenced to the death penalty. In the 
weeks ahead, the world will be watching to 
see the progression and outcome of the trial. 

Three Chapel Hill Muslim Students 
Killed Over a Parking Spot



On Campus Events 
Giving Up the Ghosts: Closing 
Time At Doc’s Music Hall
February 26th, 2015 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Letterman Building Lab 125
This film is based on Dr. John Peterson’s 
work on creating a performance space 
that would help revive what was an aban-
doned downtown in 1992. This space 
known as the “Doc’s” offered a diverse 
stream of enthusiastic visitors a meeting 
place for the arts, for community activ-
ism, and for experiencing the unifying 
force of live musical performance. The 
music filmmaker Robert Mugge, assist-
ed by his wife and production partner, 
Diana Zelman, and local audio whiz, Nick 
Melander, documented the last days of 
this wacky social and cultural experiment, 
along with the best stories of those who 
guided it through twenty years. 

Carlos Nunez
March 12th, 2015 7:30 p.m. -9:30 p.m. at 
Sursa Hall 
Galician multi-instrumentalist Carlos 
Nunez packs energy, virtuosity, imag-
ination, daring, and charisma into his 
concerts and recordings. He is the world’s 
most famous player of the gaita (bag-
pipes of Galicia). Come out and experi-
ence an exciting and vibrant performance 
of Celtic traditional music. 
Ticket Prices- TBA Emens Box Office: 765-
285-1539

Saturn & Beyond
March 13th, 2015 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at 
the Planetarium
During this show you will explore the 
mysterious features seen by the space-
crafts, Cassini orbiter and Huygens probe, 
that reached Saturn. Saturn’s rings are 
one of the most beautiful sights in the 
solar system. They can be seen clearly 
even with a small backyard telescope. 
Astronomers have known about Saturn’s 
rings for over 400 years but still present 
many questions. 

Undiscovered Worlds: The 
Search Beyond our Son
March 14th, 2015 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at 
the Planetarium
This event explores a timeless question: 
Do other planets like Earth exist? In the 
past 20 years, astronomers have discov-
ered hundreds of planets orbiting other 
stars. Travel to distant stars and fly up to 
exotic planets and see them up close in 
the planetarium.

Little Big Town
March 14th, 2015 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
at Emens Auditorium
Little Big Town is a popular country vocal 
group known for their fun playful song 
of the summer “Day Drinking.” Founded 
in 1998, the group consists of the same 
four members. There musical style relies 
heavily on four-part vocal harmonies, 
with all four members alternating as lead 
singers. They are also known for their 
songs, “Boondocks,” “Bring It On Home,” 
and “Pontoon.”
Tickets are now available at Emens Box 
Office

SoulPancake: Chew on Life’s 
Big Questions – Rainn Wilson
March 16th, 7:30 p.m. at Emens Auditori-
um 
Best known for his role as “Dwight 
Schrute” from “The Office,” Rainn Wilson 
will speak at Ball State as part of the 
Excellence in Leadership speaker series. 
Wilson will be presenting his program 
that aims to create a space where people 
form all walks of life could discuss and 
question what it means to be human. 
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Off Campus Events

Follow Us:

https://www.facebook.com/
ballstatepeacecenter?ref=ay-
mt_homepage_panel

https://twitter.com/bsu4peace
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Indoor Farmers Market
Every 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. at Minnetrista
Join friends and families in exploring the mar-
ket-fresh finds and homemade treats, brought 
to you by the local community! 

Exhibit: Passenger Pigeons
Now through March 1st, 2015 at Minnetrista
Discover how the story of the passenger pigeon 
is unlike that of any other bird in this engaging 
and important exhibit. Explore the story of this 
amazing and unique bird, once one of the most 
abundant birds in the world and in East Central 
Indiana, before the species became extinct in 
1914. Uncover the relationship between people 
and nature for the 100-year anniversary of the 
extinction of the passenger pigeon.

Peter Pan
February 26-28 7:30 p.m. & March 1st 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Muncie Civic Theatre
Come watch Peter and Tinkerbell visit the nurs-
ery of the Darling children late one night and 
with a sprinkle of pixie dust, begin a magical 
journey to Neverland. On their adventure they 
come fact to face with a ticking crocodile, a 
fierce indian tribe, pirates, and Captain Hook.
Tickets are $16 for adults, $13 for groups of 10+, 
and $11 for students and children
Purchase tickets here: https://itkt.choicecrm.net/
templates/MUNC/
 
The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-In-
The-Moon Marigolds
February 27th at 8 p.m. February 28th at 2 p.m. 
& 8 p.m. March 1st at 2 p.m.
 Location: Muncie Civic Theatre
This Off-Broadway play revolves around a dys-
functional family consisting of a single mother 
Beatrice and her two daughters, Ruth and Tillie, 
who try to cope with their terrible status in life. 
Beatrice is a self-centered and jealous woman, 
one daughter Ruth, is a pretty  but highly-strung 
girl; while her younger daughter, Tillie, is a plain 
shy girl who has a gift for science. Tillie under-
takes a gamma ray experiment with marigolds 
that ultimately proves that something beautiful 
and full of promise can emerge from even the 
most barren soil. 
Tickets can be purchased at http://www.
munciecivic.org/index.php?src=events&src-
type=detail&refno=464&category=Gamma%20
Radiation 

Soul Sauce… A Look at the Work of 
Bob Lundy
Now through February 28th at The Artist Within
The Artist Within will exhibit a retrospective 
look at the artwork of former BSU Art professor 
Bob Lundy. Mr. Lundy taught photography and 
graphic design during the late sixties.  Former 
student of Lundy and owner of the Artist Within, 
Bob Hartley, has fond memories of his class. 
“Attention to detail and a commitment to fine 
craftsmanship” are two of the qualities Hartley 
recalls being stressed by the young professor 
and always visible in Lundy’s artwork.
After his career that included teaching at Earl-
ham College, University of Akron and Eastern 
Kentucky, as well as being a tech-rep for Nikon 
Camera, Mr. Lundy retired to Florida to pursue 
his passion of underwater photography and 
whimsical wood carving. His love of the water 
led him to earn the Coast Guard designation of 
“Captain” in 1984 and hence began signing his 
wood carvings “Captain Bob”. Bob Lundy lives in 
Muncie with his daughter Starr Manning.
“Soul Sauce…a look at the work of Bob Lundy” 
will be the featured show throughout Febru-
ary at The Artist Within. Please make plans to 
see this exhibit that showcase a broad range 
of mediums and many of his whimsical wood 
carvings.

Turning Pages: The History of News-
papers in Muncie
March 4th, 2015 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at Ball 
Center
Retired writer for The Star Press will share his 
knowledge about the history of Muncie news-
papers.
No charge- Reservation required, call 765-285-
8975

Country Time Flea Market
March 7th, 2015 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Dela-
ware County Exposition Center/Fairgrounds in 
the Memorial and Heartland Building
For more information call 765-288-1854

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. Downtown Muncie
Route: Begin at the Muncie Central Fieldhouse 
parking lot and proceed South on Walnut Street, 
East on Charles, North on Mulberry, West on 
Seymour and returning North on Walnut Street 
to the Fieldhouse parking lot. 

https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/ballstatepeacecenter?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/bsu4peace
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Organizations On Campus 
International Justice Mission
Every other Monday @ 6pm in Student Center Rm. 
306.
IJM is a global organization that protects the poor 
from violence in the developing world. Ball State’s 
chapter is a group of  students who are passionate 
about ending slavery & human trafficking around 
the world. They believe that through Jesus Christ, 
they can create tangible change in the lives of  slaves 
through prayer, educating people, changing our be-
havior, & volunteering. IJM fights by rescuing victims, 
bringing criminals to justice, restoring survivors, & 
strengthening justice systems.
Events:
Ultimate Frisbee Tournament – Early March
Breaking Chains Speaker Event – April 1, 7:00pm – 
Student Center Ballroom
Stand for Freedom – April 9-10

Feminists for Action
Tuesdays @ 6pm in Burkhardt Building Rm. 220.
A group dedicated to the empowerment of  women, 
men, & children through advocacy & education. 
They strive to educate others about issues in the 
global, national, & community level. They encourage 
thought-provoking discussions & work to organize 
events to benefit feminist causes.
Events/Focuses/Projects:
Angela Davis at Purdue University – February 25
2015 National Young Feminist Leadership Con-
ference – March 21-23 – $35 (does not include 
transportation, food, or housing)
Vagina Monologues – March 28
Possible service projects with Distributing Dignity, A 
Better Way, & Cardinal Kitchen

Cardinal Kitchen
Cardinal Kitchen is Ball State University’s campus 
food pantry. The pantry is located on the second 
floor of  the Multicultural Center & is available for 
use to all undergraduate & graduate students. The 
pantry is open the first three Wednesdays of  every 
month from 5:00 - 8:00pm. The mission is to ensure 
that no Ball State student goes hungry on our 
campus.

Ethnic Theatre Alliance
Mondays @ 5:30pm in Arts & Communications 
Building Rm. 308.
ETA uses theatre to explore cultures, diversity, & 
racial-discrimination to develop worldviews in BSU 
students, & create well-rounded artists.
Events:
Homelessness Awareness event – March
LGBTQ Event – Second week of  April
Community diversity Picnic – April

Global Brigades
Global Brigades is an international non-profit 
organization that empowers communities to meet 
their health & economic goals through university 
volunteers & local teams. GB offers skill-based 1-3 
week brigades to Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, & 
Ghana. Each of  these programs meets an aspect 
of  GB’s holistic model to strengthen the health & 
economic development of  communities. Ball State’s 
chapter is planning to send three groups of  students 
on three different brigades in 2015.
Social Media
Twitter: @BSUBrigaders
Instagram: @BSUBrigaders
Facebook: “Global Brigades at Ball State University”

Student Action Team
Mondays @ 4:00pm in the Kinghorn Multipurpose 
Room.
SAT is an organization made up of  general members 
& housing and residence life representatives. This 
organization is dedicated to volunteering & support-
ing Ball State University & the Muncie community, & 
giving back to the community.

Social Justice League
Mondays @ 5pm at the Center for Peace & Conflict 
Studies.
SJL seeks to promote awareness, equality, & justice 
on the BSU campus, in the state, in the country, & 
in the global community. SJL desires to educate & 
discuss modern injustices & social justice topics, 
promote the distribution of  advantages to be fair & 
equitable to all, & actively work to change current 
injustices.
Current focuses/projects:
Planning opportunities to volunteer together.
Planning to attend events on campus as a group.

ALIVE Campaign
Wednesdays @ 9pm in the Student Center Pineshelf  
Room.
The Alive Campaign is a student-ran group at Ball 
State that is dedicated to raising awareness towards 
Suicide Prevention by representing as a “Life Appre-
ciation Organization”.
Events:
“Black out the Darkness” Walk – April 12

MOSAIC
MOSAIC is a social justice peer education program 
whose mission is to engage undergraduate students 
in open dialogues focused on diversity and social 
justice topics to promote awareness, change, and 
inter-group understanding.
“Taboo Tuesdays” Series – 7:00pm.
March 10: Death Penalty

March 24: Genocide
April 7: Hook-up Culture
April 21: Genital Cutting/FGM

Students for Life
Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Monday of  each month @ 
7:30pm in Bracken Library, Educational Resource 
Rm. 1
Ball State Students for Life (BSSFL) is committed to 
the protection of  all human life; from conception until 
natural death. We strive to educate our members & 
the Ball State University community about why we 
value life in all its forms. We strive to respond with 
love, compassion, & support to those who suffer 
from restrictions of  life.

Timmy Global Health
Wednesdays @ 8:00pm in Bracken Library Schwartz 
Complex.
Timmy Global Health expands access to healthcare 
& empowers students & volunteers to tackle today’s 
most pressing global health challenges.
Events:
Ball State Timmy Global Health Banquet – April 8 
(invite only)

Call to Action
Wednesdays @ 7:30pm in Burkhardt Rm. 106.
CTA is a student organization at Ball State looking 
to educate & create awareness of  lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, & transgender (LGBT) political issues at 
the local, state, & federal levels in order to empower 
students to take positive action towards equality 
for LGBT individuals & to influence others to take 
positive action.

OXFAM America
Every other Monday @ 6:00pm in Bracken Library, 
Educational Resource Rm. 1.
Oxfam America is a global organization working 
to right the wrongs of  poverty, hunger, & injustice. 
Oxfam saves lives, develops long-term solutions to 
poverty, & campaigns for social change.
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International Conference on Conflict Resolution Education
Hosted by The School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University, Arlington, Virginia 

June 17-22, 2015
Registration opens in late January 2015

The 2015 conference builds upon prior conferences, which brought together government representatives from all around the globe and 
nongovernmental organization partners who have legislation or policies in conflict resolution education and related fields. The audience 
includes college educators and students, k-12 educators, prevention specialists, and state, local, national and international policy makers. 

http://creducation.org/cre/goto/creconf 

Annual International Conference on Ethnic and Religious Conflict Resolution and Peace Building
Theme: The Intersection of Diplomacy, Development and Defense: Faith and Ethnicity at the Crossroads

The Riverfront Library Auditorium, Yonkers Public Library 1 Larkin Center Yonkers, New York 10701
October 9,10, and 11, 2015

This conference will host speakers from a variety of disciplines, well-informed panels, and lively debate. The conference selected the theme it 
has to explore the recent developments and supporting modern approaches to diffuse current conflicts. 

http://www.internationalpeaceandconflict.org/forum/topics/2015-annual-international-conference-on-ethnic-and-religious#.VLQgJ2TF_RI 
Registration ends: October 9th, 2015

http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html 

Because Kids Count Conference
November 30-December 2, 2015

Indianapolis, IN
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx 

Notre Dame Student Peace Conference 
100 Hesburgh Center, Notre Dame, IN 

March 27-28 2015 
Register: http://10times.com/notre-dame-student-peace-conference

Butler University Undergraduate Research Conference 
Butler University 

April 10 2015 
Register by February 11th 

http://www.butler.edu/undergrad-research-conference/

FATE Conference 
Hosted by Heron School of Art and IUPUI 

Indianapolis IN
March 25-28 2015 

Register by March 9th : https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&re-
turn=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzE3Mzg5Nj9zZXJ2SWQ9NDQ5NyZ-

vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzE3Mzg5Ng==
Fees include breakfast and Lunch 

Must be a member of FATE to attend: member cost is $50 for 2 years 

The Business and Economics of Peace
American University in Washington, D.C.

April 10th-11th, 2015
This conference focuses on the interrelationships between business, peace, and economics and will emphasize on the 

keys themes that include: Economics, Business, and Peace, Measuring Peace, Analysis and Management of Risk, and 
Resilient Businesses, Resilient Societies: Promoting Positive Peace. At the conference there will be student presentations, 
established academics and industry leaders will share the latest ideas in research and practice, and there will be discus-

sions and networking opportunities with practitioners will be emphasized in the program. 
http://economicsandpeace.org/education/tertiary/conference 

Please contact conferences@economicsandpeace.org with any questions you may have. 

Peace Conferences

http://creducation.org/cre/goto/creconf 
http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html   
http://icermediation.org/Mediation/Daf/AnnualInternationalConference2015.html   
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx   
http://www.iyi.org/conferences/kids-count.aspx   
Register: http://10times.com/notre-dame-student-peace-conference
http://www.butler.edu/undergrad-research-conference/
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
https://fate.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=173896&return=L2luZGV4LnBo
http://economicsandpeace.org/education/tertiary/conference  


KISS: KNOWING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ STO-
RIES 
WEDNESDAYS from 3:30-5:00 pm – MULTICULTURAL CENTER This gathering, 
starting on September 3rd 2014, is designed to provide support for interna-
tional students by coming together and sharing cross-cultural stories. Through 
sharing our stories, participants will find similarities and differences as well 
as gain support from each other. The leaders will also share their personal 
journeys with members and use various approaches to encourage members’ 
sharing.
COUNSELING CENTER THERAPY GROUPS: 
(Therapy groups require appointment at counseling center before joining. Call 
285-1736 or let your intake counselor know you are interested in a group.) 

UNDERSTANDING SELF & OTHERS 
Group members explore patterns of  relating to self  and others by discovering 
understanding and acceptance of  themselves and others. Discussions vary 
greatly from depression, anxiety, relationships, family concerns, eating issues, 
alcohol abuse and/or personal growth. The groups thrive on diversity as 
members discover the common bond through emotional experiences. Mondays 
3:00-4:30; Tues-days 3:00-4:30; Wednesday 2:00-3:30; Thursday 2:00-3:30 
(women’s group) 

JOURNEY TO WHOLENESS 
Safe, supportive place for survivors of  sexual trauma to explore the meaning of  
their experiences and to explore effective ways of  coping. Thursdays 3:00-4:30 

WEIGHT NOT, WANT NOT 
Supportive group for women with eating disorders or body image struggles 
who want to explore effective ways of  coping. Time to be determined. 

CHOICES 
A group for students who are exploring making changes in their relationship 
with alcohol and other substances. Mondays 3:00-4:30 

SAFE HAVEN: GLBQ SUPPORT GROUP 
This therapy group provides a safe place for GLBQ students to explore and dis-
cuss patterns of  relating to self  and others by discovering understanding and 
acceptance of  themselves and others. Topics of  discussion vary greatly from 
coming out, finding support, relationships, family concerns, depression, anxiety, 
and/or personal growth. Fridays 10:00-11:30 

C.A.L.M.: 
Care for myself, manage my Anxiety, Live in the moment, practice Mindfulness 
- This group offers a secure space for students struggling with anxiety to not 
only explore their fears and worries, but also receive feedback and support 
from others with similar concerns. The group also focuses on teaching students 
about a variety of  techniques, including mindfulness meditation, which can be 
particularly helpful in managing anxiety. Another benefit of  being in a group 
is having a place to experiment ap-plying new skills and ways of  relating to 
others, in a safe and supportive environment. Thursdays 3:00-4:30 

KALEIDOSCOPE: ETHNIC/RACIAL MINORITY SUP-
PORT GROUP 
MONDAYS from 4:00-5:30 pm – MULTICULTURAL CENTER 2nd FLOOR 
A safe, supportive place for ethnic/racial minority students to explore and 
discuss navigating two or more cultures. Topics may include discrimination, 
identity, family concerns, relationships, adjust-ment, academic concerns, and 
body image. All ethnic/racial minority students are welcome to join any time!

On Campus Support Groups 

Ball State University’s Peace Center 
is hosting a 
Blood Drive

In Support of  “Muslims for Life”

Tuesday, March 17th, 2015
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Lobby of  Pruis Hall
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www.muslimsforlife.com

http://www.muslimsforlife.com


Blog of the Week

Although I have previously learned about the civil war in Sudan in other classes at Ball State, I thought this docu-
mentary gave a very straight-forward, informative account of events. Sometimes it seems like there is so much war 
drama going on in other parts of the world that we, as Americans, don’t hear about what is going on in Africa, at 
least not on mainstream news. I thought it was interesting and important that at the very beginning of the film, the 
conflict was outlined in very simple terms and it was explained how the ceasefire between the Arab north of Sudan 
and the Christian south had an effect on the western region of Darfur.

One of the things that the movie stated that I thought was very interesting was that war began in Darfur because 
Darfur was threatening the long-awaited peace in Sudan. I thought it was ironic that because Darfur initiated one 
attack, suddenly it seemed appropriate and necessary to attack and slaughter 180,000 innocent people. This seems 
backwards to me. I understand that the Arab Sudanese government did not want to consider the option of Darfur 
having power within the Sudanese government, but why was the default to begin heinous warfare on the entire 
region?

I also thought it was interesting that because Sudan does not have the knowledge or resources to drill its own oil, 
foreign partners (like China) sets up drills in Sudan and the funds that China pays Sudan for their oil goes towards 
funding this war. To me it seems like China is just interested in profiting on this oil market, but I do wonder if they 
have an understanding of their role in this war and if that knowledge would sway them to act differently at all?

I thought the most “peaceful” thing that was shown in the documentary was when the narrator and his sister went 
back to Africa and stayed in neighboring Chad in order to help refugees that fled from Darfur. Not only did they 
help these innocent people who had to leave their homes behind, but they also used this as an opportunity to 
receive information about the current war situations and how the war could best be intercepted and brought to an 
end.

Chapter 7 of “Addicted To War” really hit home for me because I am constantly fascinated and also completely terri-
fied about how much the media affects the mindsets of the majority of Americans. Unfortunately, we cannot nec-
essarily trust that our news sources are unbiased or honest because there are many factors that we do not see that 
influence the news that they share with us, and specifically how they go about sharing that news. Because so much 
money is behind these large news corporations, the threat of losing this funding is enough encouragement for 
news channels to present the public with the information in a very biased way. I really enjoyed reading in Chapter 8 
about the anti-war movement after the Vietnam War. This was not something that I was previously aware of, and it 
gave me hope that American’s can think for themselves and grasp the idea that war may not always be the answer, 
and just because our government or media is telling us it is, we may want to take some time to question their mo-
tives and make up our own minds about how necessary war actually is, and what it may mean for American’s and 
the other countries involved.
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The Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Fellowship Fund
The Benjamin V. Cohen Peace Fellowship Fund to support faculty members and graduate students that are pre-
senting scholarly papers or serving on a symposium at professional conferences on topics directly connected 
to the mission of the Cohen Fund which "is to provide a lasting memorial to Benjamin Cohen by fostering new 
approaches to the problems of peacemaking. 
Two awards of up to $500 are available for this academic year. Funds may only be used to offset travel expenses 
(e.g., airfare, lodging, local transportation, meals). You can find the application linked with this opportunity at: 
http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacetravelfund
Information about the Cohen Fellowship Program can be found at: http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersan-
dinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship 
Please note that is ESSENTIAL that a submitted proposal clearly articulate how the presentation fits with the 
mission of the Cohen Fund. Proposals that are not consistent with this mission will not be reviewed. Please also 
note that the deadline to apply for these funds is December 1, 2014 and March 1, 2015.
If you have any questions, please contact the Peace Center at peacecenter@bsu.edu

Peace Song of the Week 

The Center for Peace and Conflict Studies is an interdisciplinary center whose mission is to pursue research on structural 
and direct forms of violence and conflict; to implement nonviolent strategies to resolve conflict; to offer mediation services 
to individuals, groups, and organizations; and to train people in conflict resolution, mediation, peace-building, leadership, 
meditation, and sportsperson-ship skills. The center also pursues public diplomacy, sports diplomacy, and cultural ex-
change as part of local, regional, national, and international projects designed to promote mutual understanding, appreci-
ation, cooperation, and respect. 

If you’d like us to include 
your events in the 
newsletter, please contact: 
Sara Huntington
shuntington@bsu.edu
Jordan Larson
jblarson@bsu.edu
Hunter Sully 
hmsully@bsu.edu
Emily Watercutter
emwatercutte@bsu.edu

Our Programs Include: 
Mediation training and services 
Meditation classes 
The Brown Bag lunch speaker series 
The Muncie Interfaith Fellowship 
The Social Justice League organization 

Staff Members: 
Lawrence H. Gerstein, Ph.D., Director 
Gerald Waite, Research Fellow 
Steven R. Hall, Ph.D., Curriculum Coordinator 
Beth Messner, Ph.D., Outreach Coordinator 
Hunter Sully, Graduate Assistant

310 N. McKinley Ave. 
Muncie, IN 47306 

(765) 285-1622 
www.bsu.edu/peacecenter 

peacecenter@bsu.edu 

About Us
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-

Take 6- Love and Harmony 

http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship  
http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/peace/academicopps/cohenpeacefellowship  
http://www.bsu.edu/peacecenter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-VDRlDipQM 

