South Bend:
Hammond:
In June of 1918, an
engineer on the Michigan
Central Railroad fell asleep
and crashed his train into
the Hagenbeck-Wallace
Circus train, which was
carrying over 400
performers. Over 100
people were killed, and
another 127 were injured.

Governor Otis Bowen declared a snow
emergency for the entire state on January 26
due to “the Great Blizzard of 1978.” Every
road in the state was closed as snow drifts
reached heights of 20 feet and the wind chill hit
50 below zero. Over two feet of snow fell in
South Bend, and classes at the University of
Notre Dame were cancelled for the first time in
the history of the school.

La Porte:
Belle Sorenson
Gunness moved to La Porte in 1901.
It is believed that Gunness began
murdering prospective suitors in 1907.
Reports estimate that Gunness killed
between 25 and 40 people, possibly the
nation’s first female serial killer.

Twin Lakes:
The Potawatomi Nation was forced to move
to eastern Kansas from their home here in
1838. Armed militia forced the march of
over 800 people for over 600 miles. It
became known as “The Trail of Death,” as
more than 40 people died. It marked the
single largest Native American removal in
Indiana history.

During the 1974 tornado
“Super Outbreak,” a wide
tornado formed near
Otterbein and traveled a
distance of 121 miles
toward Fort Wayne, nearly
crossing the entire state.

West Lafayette:

Covington:
Covington was one of the towns
with extensive damage from the
1909 Wabash River earthquake.
The earthquake measured 5.1 on
the seismic scale and remains the
strongest earthquake ever
recorded in the state of Indiana.

Waveland:
Shades State Park was
originally named “Shades
of Death,” which is what
the earliest pioneers
called the area of steep
canyons and cliffs.

On October 31, 1903, the Purdue University
football team and over 1,500 fans chartered two
special trains from Lafayette to Indianapolis for
a rivalry game against Indiana University. The
first train crashed into a coal car in Indianapolis,
and 17 people, including 14 players, were killed.
Harry Leslie, the team captain, was pronounced
dead, but was discovered alive in the morgue.
Leslie graduated from Purdue the following year
and was elected Governor of Indiana in 1928.

“Old Ben” was a popular
steer, who at the age of 4 in
Fairmount:
1906 weighed over two tons.
Hometown and final
“Old Ben,” however, was
resting place of iconic
killed after slipping on the
actor James Dean.
ice in 1910. Ben’s owners
had him stuffed, and now he
is known as “the world’s
largest steer” on display as a
Muncie:
roadside attraction.
Armed guards enforced
a city-wide quarantine to
prevent the spread of a smallpox epidemic in 1893.
More than 1500 residents fled the city, library books
were burned, and bans on public assembly took effect.

Pendleton:

Fishers:
In 1822 a “Great Squirrel Stampede” struck
Hamilton County as more than 100,000 squirrels
migrated across Indiana, crossing rivers and
streams and destroying cornfields along the way.

Indianapolis:
Greencastle:
Brazil:

In 1920, Eugene Debs
(arrested under the
Espionage Act for
speaking out against
World War I) became
the only person to run
for President while
serving a prison
sentence. From his cell
in the federal prison in
Atlanta, Debs won
3.41% of the vote.

Carole Lombard (of Fort Wayne)
was the highest paid Hollywood
actress in the late 1930’s. Lombard
returned to her hometown for a
war bond rally in 1942, raising $2
million for the war effort in one
evening. Lombard’s plane crashed
on its return to Los Angeles, killing
everyone on board.

Kokomo:

Otterbein:

Terre
Haute:

Fort Wayne:

Labor union
leader Jimmy
Hoffa was born
here in 1913.
Hoffa
disappeared in
July of 1975.

On October 23, 1933,
Indiana native John
Dillinger and his gang
robbed the Central
National Bank and
Trust of $76,000—his
largest heist. Dillinger
robbed the bank on the
Monday following the
Wabash versus DePauw
College football game,
knowing the bank
would have a surplus of
cash.

Plainfield:
After a string of
burglaries, the
infamous Charles
Manson was sent to
the juvenile center in
Plainfield. He
escaped the facility
in 1951 with two
other teens.

On Halloween night of
1963, a propane gas
tank explosion in the
concession stand ripped
through the Indiana
State Fairgrounds
Coliseum during the
“Holiday on Ice” show,
killing 74 and injuring
nearly 400 people.

In 1843 famed
author/orator and
abolitionist Frederick
Douglass was scheduled
to speak at a Quaker
gathering here. A mob
disrupted the speech
and attempted to lynch
Douglass, who was
assaulted during the
violence. Douglass,
however, did return to
Pendleton as a speaker
later in his life.

Crete:

Birthplace of Jim Jones, cult
leader of the “Peoples
Temple” whose 918 members
committed mass suicide in
Jonestown, Guyana in 1978.

Richmond:
On April 6, 1968 a
natural gas leak caused
an explosion under a
downtown sporting
goods store, and gun
powder in the store
then exploded. The
blasts killed 41 people
and injured over 150.
Twenty buildings were
later condemned.

Seymour:
The first train robbery in the
United States was perpetrated
by the Reno Gang here in 1866,
later featured in a motion
picture starring Elvis Presley.

French Lick:
At its peak during the Prohibition era, this
“original sin city” housed 13 casinos, all of
them illegal. One casino was owned by the
state Democratic Party boss, and one was
owned by the state Republican Party boss.
Visitors included gangsters like Al Capone.
The town was also the home of “Pluto
Water,” a popular natural laxative made
from the area’s mineral springs in the early
20th century.

Evansville:
Martial law was declared during the devastating Ohio River flood of 1937.
The water rose almost 20 feet above flood levels. Residents were
transported to the Indiana State Fairgrounds in
Indianapolis during the recovery of the city.
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