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Abstract 

I have loved art and nature since I was a child. I wanted to combine those interests with this 
project to produce an educational picture book about the small area of tallgrass prairie in Christy 
Woods on the campus of Ball State University. Tallgrass prairie is a habitat that has faced drastic 
decline due to habitat destruction. With this project I hope to provide a way to get children 
interested in unique but threatened habitats like these and inspire them to learn more. 
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Process Analysis Statement 

 Throughout my life there have always been two things I have been fond of: nature and 

creating art. During my time as an undergraduate I have had the opportunity to take many classes 

that involved learning about the natural world, but have not had much time to pursue my artistic 

interests. For this project I wanted to find a way to combine the two, and as a result I decided I 

would write and illustrate a short picture book. Over the past few years I had been into Christy 

Woods on campus as part of various classes, and while the woods themselves are more of the 

main attraction, I found myself intrigued by the grassy area near the Rinard Orchid Greenhouse. 

It was a type of habitat I had no other experience with before coming to campus and because of 

the interest I initially took in it I decided that this would be the focus of my project. 

 Before I started working, I knew I needed a plan. First would come research, where I 

would gather and organize the information and sources I was working with. Next would be 

plotting out the general flow of the book, which would include translating the information I had 

gathered through research into a form that was clear and simple to understand. Next would be 

setting up what information should be on each page, and lastly drawing out each page and 

making sure any formatting was correct. 

 When I first started my research, I thought it would be easy enough to find the 

information I was looking for. The Ball State University website itself has a page dedicated to 

Christy Woods and contained enough basic information about the woods and its history. For 

more information about prairies I turned to the database resources I had available to me, 

however, I quickly found that I was having a difficult time finding information I thought I could 

actually use. In the end I was able to find more of what I was looking for on reputable websites 



 
 

2 
 

from educational institutions, field guides, or from digging deeper into the Ball State University 

website, where I was able to find a document containing a management plan for the property. 

 After I had gathered my information, I set about organizing it into an order I thought 

would make logical sense. This is where I first opened the main software I would be using to set 

up the book and create the illustrations. I created the entire book using the Procreate app for iPad 

Pro and Apple Pencil. It is a software that I was very familiar with and outside of just drawing 

capability had a variety of features that would assist my process, such as layer grouping and text 

tools. I initially set up a page template that I could duplicate as needed, containing an area for 

text at the bottom and a blank space for illustrations above it. Once the template was complete I 

made copies of it and began to transfer notes from my research onto each page as a way of 

figuring out how much information each page should have and ultimately how many pages I 

would need. Once I had determined what page would contain what information I set about 

finalizing the text for each page, trying my best to ensure that the final product would be easy for 

anyone to understand, while still being interesting and informative. 

 The last step was the illustrations. I wanted to tackle each page individually based on the 

information that it would provide, but I also realized that I would need to choose a consistent 

style that I could replicate on each page, but could not be overly detailed or I would not have 

time to finish. At the same time, I did not want the illustrations to distract too much from the text 

and vice versa. After a few test pages I found a style I thought I could work with. Even with the 

relatively simple style that I chose it still took me much longer than I thought it would to finish 

illustrating each page. 
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 In the end I learned a great deal about just how long and involved the process of writing 

and illustrating even a short book is. Every step took longer than I thought it would. I had areas 

of frustration and struggle, but in the end I managed to push through. I am proud of myself for 

completing it and I hope it comes across as intended: an educational experience combining my 

interests that might prompt someone else to become interested too. 
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Written and Illustrated by: 

Alexandra Striegle 
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Most of Christy Woods is what you would think to find 

in woods: trees! But in the center is an open area that 

is filled with grass instead. 
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The grasses and other plants here are not like the 

grass you might see in your yard at home. These grow 

very tall! Together they form a unique habitat called a 

tallgrass prairie. 
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Prairies can actually be split into three different types. 

They are shorter and drier in the west but are taller 

and wetter in the east. 

Shortgrass  
Prairie 

Mixed Grass 
Prairie 

Tallgrass 
Prairie 
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The grass area of Christy Woods is a tallgrass prairie. 

These prairies grow the tallest grasses and receive 

more rain than the other types. 

Big Bluestem Switchgrass Indiangrass 

Common Grasses in Tallgrass Prairies 
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Prairies used to cover almost one-fifth of the North 

American landscape. Prairie land is usually flat and full 

of nutrients. Because of this, much of it has been 

turned into farms for grains. 




























