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Improving Native Habitat for Monarchs and Other
Pollinators

digitalresearch.bsu.edu/immersive-learning-showcase-spring-2022/exhibits/show/improving-native-habitat-for-
m/overview

Overview

Emma Hawkins Working Through The Inventory Stage

 This course focuses on the native plant communities of prairies, wetlands, and woodlands

and the dependence these communities have on pollinators. This class collaborated with

Muncie Public Library staff from the Maring-Hunt library to research, design, and install a

monarch waystation and develop educational materials for the library to use with their youth

programs. 

Landscape Architecture Class 342/598, Spring 2022:

Adam Langhans, Kathy Unland, Zoe Conrad, Stephanie Gates, Lauren Green, Emma

Hawkins, Travis Johnson, Emilee Lemmer, Drayson Nespo, Saben Nusbaum, Keller Oeth,

Caitlin Osburn, Molly Page, Zhuling Page, Bailey Rice, Caeley Taylor, and Claire Thurlow.

Instructed by Susan Tomizawa
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Some of the goals our class came up with for this project included:

To design and install a monarch waystation at the library

To design pollinator gardens for future installation

To gather community feedback to inform our designs

To help community residents who may want to create their own monarch or pollinator

gardens

To develop educational materials for children who attend Maring-Hunt programs

Design Plan Option

Immersive Learning Video →
Overview
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Immersive Learning Video
digitalresearch.bsu.edu/immersive-learning-showcase-spring-2022/exhibits/show/improving-native-habitat-for-

m/immersive-learning-video

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/PX5Kw6dGONw

← Overview

Research Process →
Immersive Learning Video

Improving Native Habitat for Monarchs and Other Pollinators

Overview

Immersive Learning Video

Research Process

Community Involvement

Final Design, Installation, and Development of Children's Material
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Research Process
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m/research-process

Immersive Learning Showcase Spring 2022

Caitlin Osburn Writing Ideas During Group Discussions

     There were two main parts to the research process within this class. First, we researched

the different pollinators in Indiana and their importance. Additionally, we researched the site

itself, looking for opportunities to enhance an existing part of the library through the

addition of the monarch waystation.

Pollinators

     Moths, butterflies, hummingbirds, bees, and beetles are some of the native pollinators that

support our ecosystems, here in Indiana. Since this project is an addition to existing

community gardens at the Maring-Hunt library, supporting pollinators is important to help

the success of the crops grown there. While our main focus is on providing habitat for

monarch butterflies, we had the opportunity to provide pollen and nectar for other native
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pollinators within our designs. This also provides educational opportunities for the children

at the library, as they will be able to have first-hand experience of the importance of

pollinators.

Drayson Nespo, Zhuling Page, Caitlin Osburn, and Emilee Lemmer Presenting Designs to the

Students at Maring-Hunt Library 
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Site Analysis

Site Analysis
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     The main goal of the site analysis is to highlight the existing features on the site. The

library already has a great garden space, so it is important to enhance what is already existing

and take the context of the site into consideration.
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Community Involvement
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Maring-Hunt Community Meeting at the Library

     Our class split up into four teams that each developed a different idea of a master plan for

the library. We met multiple times with the library staff to get feedback on the designs

presented. We also had a community meeting where members of the community were able to

learn about the designs and give opinions on them. The feedback received from both

meetings allowed us to develop a final design that took the community’s opinion into

account.

Designs Presented to the Community
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Plans
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Collection

Improving Native Habitat for Monarchs and Other Pollinators

Citation
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accessed July 6, 2022, https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/immersive-learning-showcase-spring-
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Plans 2
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Final Design, Installation, and Development of Children's
Material

digitalresearch.bsu.edu/immersive-learning-showcase-spring-2022/exhibits/show/improving-native-habitat-for-m/final-
design-installation-deve

Drayson Nespo, Emilee Lemmer, and Caitlin Osburn Presenting Their Design to the Library

Director, Akilah Nosakhere. 

     We took the feedback given to us by the library staff and community members to help

form our final design. For the rest of the semester, our class will be working on installing the

waystation and developing children’s materials for the library. The children’s materials we

are developing focus on connecting kids with nature. They are designed to be educational and

interactive so that the kids that will use them will remember the importance of nature in their

lives. Some of the materials we are developing include an activity book, educational signage

posts, interactive sign painting, nature pavers, and flower presses for the library to use with

the children. Our class will be installing the final design of the monarch waystation using

local materials.
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The Final Planting Plan

← Community Involvement

Final Design, Installation, and Development of Children's

Material
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