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The goal of this thesis is to explore ways architects can 

contribute to the success of the world beyond the built 

environment, as the spaces architects create have the 

ability to raise awareness and promote progress. Centered 

around the idea of Architectural Activism, the intent of this 

proposal is to fi ght against displacement by giving form 

and visibility to under-served populations. The program 

off ers job services, counseling, temporary living, childcare, 

educational training, and more, all geared towards the 

advancement of the un-housed and local community. This 

design will encourage and expand the sense of community, 

generating enough support to help the local homeless 

population transition. 



Ball State University 22’

This project starts a conversation that questions social norms 

and challenges standards and regulations by utilizing green 

space to fi ght against redlining principles backed by zoning, 

and displacement backed by gentrifi cation and sprawl, 

this thesis exploration facilitates democratic thoughts and 

actions, evoking questions as to who truly owns the space? 

Who is it for? When should it be used or occupied? And who 

is welcome to participate? 
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I am interested in transitional housing because of 

gentrifi cation, historical minority injustice, and spatial 

organization. Globally, individuals and families experience 

housing insecurities, inequality, and poverty. These three 

areas include homelessness, mental health, systematic 

exclusion, lack of health care, suppression of communities, 

lack of income, lack of productive resources, hunger 

and malnutrition, limited access to education, and social 

discrimination. Housing has been linked to segregation, 

inequality, and poverty, as a way of governing. This 

becomes evident when examining the New Deal Era, The 

Color of Law, the FDA (Federal Housing Administration), 

and the laws and policies created in the 1900s that has had 

a lasting eff ect on communities and developments today. 

To test this thesis, I have chosen to design a semi-public 

community that consist of transitional and interim housing 

with programs off ered to the public: Basic necessities 

(showers, restrooms, hygiene items, offi  ce space, clothing, 

etc.), produce, donations, programs for behavioral health 

assistance, spiritual services, job assistance, skill training, 

educational services, lockable storage, pet kennels, and 

Can Architects Start to Tackle Global 
Issues, like Poverty, through Transitional 
Housing

childcare. Transitional housing provides a place to stay while moving 

towards a more permanent housing situation; bridge between a 

crisis shelter and permanent housing. The circumstantial aspect of 

this project would be location, space, and relatively local resources 

and opportunities. Public transportation and access would also be 

important along with surrounding environments. 

 The project has the potential to off er programs and housing to 

homeless individuals and under-served areas challenged by mental 

illness and/or other challenges. Some ways to execute this thesis is by 

looking at the physical-site type regarding inner cities and its negative 

connotations, based on assumptions, projected onto others; and how in 

return the locations servicing surround individuals, suff er. Place and 

typology issues will also be investigated within the city of Indianapolis, 

examining redlining, legacy, ecology, zoning, and protocols, with the 

help of charts, graphs, and maps. Lastly, social and cultural issues are 

examined to understand the cause and eff ect of historical injustice. 

With these primary research areas, a site, program, and layout should 

be derived from the information acquired. 
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The goal of this thesis project is to explore ways architects 

can contribute to the success of the world beyond building. 

To explore ways architectural projects can be designed for 

democracy with the intent to start conversations, propose 

change, and alter pa  erns. This project fi ghts against 

displacement and is centered around the idea of building 

inclusive, community power, and architectural activism, as 

architects have the opportunity to engage others and create 

awareness. It is important to understand that this project 

is geared towards enhancing and maintaining community 

space, not take away. 

Parks and other public spaces are key spaces for functional 

communities, that everyone is able to use and homeless 

tend to occupy. Our problem is that we try to force people 

to go where we want or think they should be, instead of 

working to accommodate and elevate individuals where 

they are. Historically, parks and recreational spaces are 

migration points for homeless as they tend to use the free 

resources found on site. Instead of moving people out of the 

park, which seems to be an endless ba  le as homelessness 

continues to rise, post Covid-19, this project seeks new 

ways to accommodate both the homeless and surrounding 

population. As public complaints actually aid in the result 

Proposal Introduction
of displacement rates and fi ght against benefi cial projects 

that promote community longevity, it is important to 

remember that anyone can experience homelessness. Those 

experiencing homelessness are apart of our community, 

thus parks need to be designed with the inclusiveness of 

homelessness. If we could just be a li  le more comfortable 

with those experiencing homelessness in our society, we 

could put money into things that are more positively 

impactful for everyone. We must work with and not against, 

in order to see a true aff ect on global issues overall. 
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Research Topic One
Social and Cultural Issues/ Research

Starting with the Great Depression, in 1933, was not only an 

employment crisis but also a housing crisis. To bounce back 

from the economic collapse, the Roosevelt administration 

created the HOLC (Home Owners Loan Corporation), as 

part of the New Deal Era. As the interest of mortgage credit 

increased, HOLC created a distribution map of perceived 

risk within cities across the country; with a grading scale 

ranging from A to D: “A” being the most desirable, “B” being 

slightly less desirable, “C” being declining neighborhoods, 

and “D” being undesirable, often referred to as redlining. 

These grades were geographically distributed in segregated 

fashion as we seen white suburbs building walls between 

themselves and black neighboring communities to protect 

against “infi ltration”, the use of highway development, 

and urban renewal.

Following HOLC, FHA (Federal Housing Administration) 

maps excluded communities of color, restricting billions 

of housing assistance to white Americans. “We Built This: 

Consequences of New Deal Era Intervention in America’s 

Racial Geography” talks about the long-term consequences 

that the HOLC, FHA, and GI Bill had on the intentionally 

shaped, racial, geography that the United States has today. 

“Residential segregation shaped inequality in educational 

opportunity, labor market success, political effi  cacy, and a host of 

other aspects of U.S. life (Faber 2020)”. Even after the HOLC 

was gone and the FHA manuals abandoned racist language, 

private appraisers continued the practice of systematic 

exclusion of colors from mortgage established by the federal 

government. “The lasting eff ects of HOLC, FHA, and the GI Bill 

not only encouraged and institutionalized racist ideas about black 

people and places, but invested heavily in them, by restricting black 

families’ access to capital, and increasing white families’ access 

(Faber 2020).” Because these policies drove investments 

away from alienated communities and towards already 

advanced communities, aggravated the hierarchy of place 

through diff erential housing quality. These racist policies 

depressed housing values in colored neighborhoods, over 

time creating a racial wealth gap. 

“As white Americans took advantage of federal lending programs to 

buy new homes in the suburbs, black migrants from the rural south 

moved into the older homes in central cities, yielding what Farley 

et al. called “Chocolate Cities” and “Vanilla Suburbs (Massey 

2018).” Due to redlining and disinvestment in central cities, 

caused urban “ghe  os” to deteriorate to the point where 

many homes were marked inhabitable, leading to home 



abandonment. “Urban renewal in the late twentieth century 

displaced hundreds of thousands of residents from cities across 

the country, disproportionately aff ecting black communities and 

previously redlined communities (Faber 2020)”; demolishing 

decaying neighborhoods and replacing them with high 

density public housing projects. The original purpose 

behind public housing was to “provide poor, working, and 

lower-middle class white families with living spaces particularly 

for workers in wartime industries during WWI and WWII (Broyld 

2020).” These projects included low-rise complexes, green 

spaces, park benches, community centers, murals, and 

playgrounds. Row homes, mid-rise and high-rise housing 

were reserved for the black communities; as these high-

density public housing projects were soon abandoned due 

to the need for funding and lack of maintenance, placing 

“project” residents into inner suburbs where treasures 

were already declining. “Although there are numerically more 

poor whites than poor African Americans in the US, most poor 

white people are residentially located next to non-poor people, 

while most poor African Americans are concentrates in poverty 

neighborhoods (Williams 2001).”

Since 2010 immigrants have se  led near other immigrants, 

now equaling the isolation levels of blacks in central 

cities, and exceeding those in suburbs. “Despite rising 

suburbanization among African Americans, Hispanics, and 

Asians, there is still a sizable gap in the access of whites and 

minority group members to suburbs (Massey 2018).”  Hispanics 

however are able to translate socioeconomic a  ainments 

into suburban residence as blacks’ suburbanization 

depends entirely on the structural characteristic of an area: 

newer housing stock, higher rate for home ownership, large 

military presence, high share immigrants and permissive 

suburban density zones; leading to the discussion of 

zoning and its aff ects on segregation. As mentioned in 

“The Eff ect of Density Zoning on Racial Segregation in U.S. 

Urban Areas” by Jonathan Rothwell, zoning plays a role 

in sustaining segregation.  “At any point from 1990 to 2000, 

inter-metropolitan variation in Black-White segregation and 

Black isolation was strongly predicted by a metropolitan area’s 

relative openness to housing construction, as embodied in 

maximum zoning rules- the greater the allowable density, the 

lower the level of racial segregation (Rothwell 2009).” Thus, 

restrictive density zoning produces higher housing prices 

in white areas and limits opportunities for people with 

modest income to leave segregated areas.

Today, there are plenty of racist techniques utilized between 
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landlord and renter. “Not only are they quick to identify the 

race of someone speaking Black English Vernacular, but they 

are also able to identify the race of code-switching blacks- those 

speaking Standard English but with a “black” pronunciation of 

certain words (Massey 2001).” In an era where phone calls, 

voicemails, and caller ID exist, a person can simply ignore 

calls and messages sent from future tenant. “Through 

Technology, a racist landlord may discriminate without actually 

having to experience the inconvenience or discomfort of personal 

contact with his or her victim (Massey 2001).” Discrimination 

in the current era varies not only on race but also by gender 

and class. Being identifi ed as black clearly reduces access 

to housing, but being identifi ed as black, female, and poor 

lowers the access even further. “Thus, the group with perhaps 

the greatest need for housing-poor black women- has their access 

to rental housing decisively undermined by unusually intense 

discrimination (Massey 2001).”

Though neighborhood revitalization has the potential to 

upgrade a community for the be  er, it fails to consider the 

surround context and people. Gentrifi cation is a results 

of increased property values and taxes; used as a kind 

of neighborhood revitalization, distinct because of its 

possibility for displacement. In alternative revitalization 

upgrades,“ incumbent residents stay and reap the benefi t of 

neighborhood improvements, whereas in gentrifi cation, they can be 

displaced as the social and economic environment of neighborhood 

shift, and the public sector does not take action to protect long-term 

residents (Zuk 2018).” With the widespread of gentrifi cation 

came the increasing social polarization of inner citied 

and the rise of homelessness and social illnesses. “Urban 

illnesses such as homelessness, panhandling, drug use, pe  y 

crime, squa  ing, and illegal vending were targeted by Giuliani 

as security risks that should be dealt with quickly and harshly 

(Mitchell 2008),” as they are treated the same in the United 

Figure 1: W
ord Collage (Created By Author)



States. CDC offi  cials believe that gentrifi cation carried 

implications for health of neighborhood residents due to 

it being associated with increased personal distress. “CDC 

offi  cials argues the changes a local community experiences due to 

population turnover weaken local social support infrastructure, 

exacerbating health issues for residents of areas experiencing 

gentrifi cation (Gibbson, Joseph, et al.).” These illnesses can 

vary from stress, fear, anger, anxiety, depression, obesity, 

malnutrition, and several others due to the lack of resources, 

quality, and opportunity.

Low-income communities often lack recourses needed 

to improve health such as healthcare, park space, or 

healthy food options. Disadvantaged neighborhoods 

feature physical or social signs of disorder such as broken 

windows or graffi  ti and public drunkenness or rowdy 

youth groups. “Exposure to such environmental hazards was 

found to be associated with psychological stress and chronic 

health problems (Gibbson, Joseph, et al.).” Williams also 

argues that “segregation is a fundamental cause of diff erence 

in health status between African Americans and whites because 

it shapes socioeconomic conditions for blacks not only at the 

individual and household level but also at the neighborhood 

and community level (Williams 2001).” With residential 

segregation, gentrifi cation, and successful implementation of 

institutional policies and arrangements, access to educational 

and employment opportunities for minorities become 

inaccessible, cu  ing off  their socioeconomic ability. When 

examining socioeconomically advanced neighborhoods, 

one can see the implementation of several track and fi elds, 

swimming pools, playing fi elds, and playgrounds; compared 

to disadvantaged neighborhoods who lack several, if not all 

practices of healthy behavior. “US research also reveals that a 

lack of recreational facilities and concerns about personal safety 

can discourage leisure time for physical exercise (Williams).”  

Beginning with the great depression, housing has been 

used to regulate, segregate, and destroy communities with 

a target on specifi c groups of people, minorities. Observing 

how inadequate housing can be the cause of decaying 

communities through the use of spatial orientation, density 

control, policies, private investors, and zoning. How high-rise 

housing and other dense, housing developments can lead to 

voting inadequacy; as a single mother doesn’t have time to 

a  end congress block parties because she is to busy walking 

her kids to school in a gang-infested neighborhood while 

she also works two jobs in order to gain enough income to 

pay the rent and bills; as the father had to move out in order 
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for rent to lower for his family due to rent being more for a 

two-parent/income household. How housing is responsible 

for the displacement of the impoverished through the use 

of “Restrictive Covenants” defi ned in the HOLC redlining 

maps and gentrifi cation; using gentrifi cation as a way to 

move one poor neighborhood and community to another 

poor neighborhood. This exploration of history may be 

the only way to move forward as it explains the spatial 

manifestation of racial inequality that runs parallel to 

economic inequality and unequal access to home equity, 

which in return causes homelessness and poverty.
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Frederick Douglass Towers also known as Brewster 

Douglass Housing projects, was built in the 1930s and 

fi nally demolished in 2014. Hasting street is located at the 

southern edge of the Brewster Douglass Homes, center of 

black culture in Detroit between the 1920s and 1950s, home 

of numerous salons and entertainment venues. Hasting 

street was seen as the place you could fulfi ll any desire 

or need. With the rise of postwar housing in neighboring 

communities and the addition of the freeway system made 

it easier for people to live in the suburbs and commute 

to work. As black moved in some of the neighboring 

communities, whites moved out, increasing the depletion 

in Detroit’s population. In entirety there were a total of 

6 towers located near the east of Detroit. “They towered 

over a blighted urban wasteland just on the edge of 

downtown. Four empty, windowless skyscrapers hovering 

along I-375. More than a dozen row houses, a recreation 

center and a pair of small apartments sprawl out over 14 

acres.” Housing hundreds upon hundreds of Detroiter’s 

as it was the fi rst public housing project built for African 

Americans. In addition to the four towers, stood two six-

story apartment buildings and 16 row homes, completing 

the entire complex.“But at the end of their life, the 

buildings were burnt-out, marred with graffi  ti and li  ered 

with trash. In addition to being a symbol of Detroit’s 

decline, Brewster-Douglass was a symbol of the disastrous 

public-housing projects of the 1950s and institutionalized 

segregation.”Frederick Douglass Towers came to an end 

due to the lack security and management as drugs and 

crime began to spread throughout the complex. This meant 

lower rents, empty lots, which mean less money, which 

mean less maintenance. The towers were no longer a safe 

place to live.
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Pruitt Igoe

Figure 4: The second stage of dem
oli on of the Prui -Igoe com

plex 1972
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Prui  -Igoe is located in St. Louis, Missouri. Soon after the 

completion in 1954, the complex began to decline. The 

complex had become infested with poverty, crime, and 

racial segregation. Prui  -lgoe consisted of 33 11-story 

apartment buildings on a 57 acre site on the north side of 

St. Louis, housing approximately 12,000 residents. “The 

design, drawn up when Missouri law still mandated the 

segregation of public facilities, originally designated 

the Prui   half of the complex to blacks only and the 

lgoe section to the whites.” After desegregation, whites 

took fl ight, leaving the Prui  -lgoe an exclusively black 

dwelling. Residents cited a lack of maintenance almost from 

the very start, including the breakdown of elevators and the 

deterioration of the buildings. Local authorities  reported 

a lack of funding in addition to poor ventilation with the 

stairwells and corridors a  racting muggers and drug dealers. 

“Though built for the middle class, Prui  -Igoe became an 

economic and racial ghe  o soon after it opened, in large 

due to bad timing.” After several months of preparation 

the site was fi nally cleared in 1976.Prui  -Igoe is a great 

example of how architectural decisions can create and leave 

a lasting eff ect on inner-city poverty.  How the typology of 

a building can destabilize and stabilize the socioeconomics 

of a group. By 1990, Prui  -Igoe housing project had become 

a national symbol of failure. As the population decreased 

as people moved away from cities and towards neighboring 

postwar communities, high density, high-rise structures 

became unnecessary. “And while the federal government 

supported low-income projects like Prui  -Igoe, it also 

encouraged the rapid growth of the suburbs.” Enforced by 

municipal and county lines, and the shift of jobs away from 

downtown, allowed for a new and more rigid pa  ern of 

racial segregation. 
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Physical Site-Type Issue

“As white Americans took advantage of federal lending 

programs to buy new homes in the suburbs, (Massey, 

et al. 2010)” made possible by the FHA, “black migrants 

from the rural south moved into the older homes in central 

cities, yielding what is called ‘Chocolate Cities’ and ‘Vanilla 

Suburbs’(Massey, et al. 2010).” With the help of redlining, 

as cities became more populated with blacks, guaranteed 

the institutionalized refusal of mortgages to borrowers 

living in black or mixed neighborhoods. As metropolitan 

areas began to grow after 1980 with the migration of 

Asians and Latin Americans, racial composition of 

American suburbs began to alter. For blacks, the eff ect of 

redlining and disinvestment within central cities caused 

by urban ghe  os and the New Deal Era, led to the decay 

of many homes, neighborhoods, and large-scale home 

abandonment. These structures “were demolished in the 

1990s and replaced with voucher programs, which pushed 

former project residents into inner suburbs whose fortunes 

were themselves declining (Massey, et al. 2010),” which is 

viewed today as a form of spatial segregation. “Although the 

outlawing of racial discrimination and the implementation 

of new civil rights protection slowly migrated the centrality 

of racial- ethnic segregation in American life, a radical 

transformation of the U.S political economy was under 

way to create a new potential for spatial segregation along 

economic lines (Massey, et al. 2009).” When thinking about 

spatial segregation, it should be conceptualized in terms of 

clustering, concentration, and centralization. Clusters form 

when several areas, containing a specifi c group of people, 

join spatially. “It is maximized when Black neighborhoods 

form one large, contiguous ghe  o; and is minimized when 

they are sca  ered, as in a checkerboard pa  ern (Massey 

2001).”

Today, American cities still have neighborhoods where 

most residents are African Americans with high levels of 

poverty and unemployment. This could possibly be due to 

minorities wanting to live near other blacks, “either because 

they enjoy the company of black friends and neighbors 

or because they share common preferences for local 

amenities, such as community centers or neighborhood 

restaurants (Pla   2013).” This result is referred to as an 

ethnic enclaves. Indianapolis, IN in specifi cally, is a highly 

segregated metropolitan area resulting in a pa  ern called 

“hyper-segregation.” When examining ethnic enclaves in 
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further detail, it becomes apparent that black enclaves are 

strategically placed away from resources and employment 

opportunities. As a result, residents of these communities 

face high commuting cost and lack information to new 

resources and opportunities. “However, as some black 

households gained access to the suburbs and others were 

able to aff ord cars, the physical distance between black 

neighborhoods and job opportunities may have become 

less signifi cant to employment that it once was (Pla   

2013).”So why are inner cities populated with minorities 

more than any other area within the states?Why would 

blacks in this area choose to live in large se  lements, home 

of densely inhabited neighborhoods packed tightly around 

the urban core? 

According to a survey conducted in Detroit in 1976, 

expressed that Blacks reluctant to move stems from “well 

founded fears of  hostility and rejection (Massey 2001)” 

from real estate agents, lenders, and white neighbors. 

If it were up to blacks, they would live in racially mixed 

neighborhood. Another cause for ethnic enclaves could also 

be due to income inequality. During the 1970s poverty rates 

rose, ranks expanded, and the middle class disappeared. 

“By 2005, income inequality had reached levels not seen 

since 1929, and these new economic divisions we expressed 

geographically in the form of rising socioeconomic 

segregation (Massey, et al. 2009).” Even though minorities 

may prefer to live next to other minorities, they are ultimately 

bond to cluster together due to economical ranking, be  er 

described as concentration. “Concentration is the relative 

amount of physical space occupied by the Blacks (Massey 

2001)”/minorities; be  er seen as the geographical isolation 

of the poor. “The growth of income segregation among black 

families results in the increasing racial and socioeconomic 

isolation of lower income black families in neighborhoods 

of concentrated disadvantages (Reardon 2011).” Thus, you 

are able to centralize a specifi c group of people clustered 

together under a certain rank of socioeconomics to a 

concentrated area, that would usually lack the necessary 

opportunities and resources needed to advance. Leading 

to the understanding that the conditions of an environment 

and existing neighborhoods are causes of the inabilities, lack 

of resources and opportunities present.

 

This prompts two diff erent ways of observing and 

analyzing the physical environment of a site-type. With the 

environment being viewed as an economical consequence¸ 

an individual’s level of intelligence, drive, and personality 



would play an important role in the status obtained. 

Implying that regardless of where the individual grew 

up, that individual would end up with the same level of 

education, employment, and economic status that they 

would have, had that they grew up anywhere else. “In 

this case, the neighborhood clustering of poverty simply 

refl ects poor people’s inability to aff ord be  er housing 

and neighborhoods(Aliprantis 2019),” as proven evident 

through the fl ee of economically successful African 

Americans from segregated areas after the 1968 Fair 

Housing Act. When looking at the environment as the cause 

of poverty, this implies that the same individual could 

potentially have a diff erent educational, employment, and 

economical status based on where that individual was 

raised.

 

“Nevertheless, many neighborhood level indicators are 

linked to important outcomes for people residing in 

neighborhoods of concentrated poverty, including crime 

and delinquency, education, psychological distress, and 

various health problems (Wilson 1996).” Since the rise of 

inner-city poverty, researchers have dedicated research 

to the relationship between an environment and the 

residents. “Wilson emphasizes that a spatial mismatch 

between increasingly suburban job opportunities and the 

primarily minority residents of poor urban neighborhoods 

has magnifi ed other challenges, such as crime, the movement 

of middle-class residents to be  er neighborhoods, and a 

perpetual shortage of fi nance capital stores, employment 

opportunities, and institutional resources (Wilson 1996).” 

With these fi ndings, it is important to improve the 

environment thus refocusing investment into black enclaves, 

needed to address racial disparities within inner-cities.
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Precedent Studies
Hope of Alvarado
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Hope on Alvarado is the fi rst of a series of supportive housing 

aiming to house and assist people who are experiencing 

homelessness, creating both a sense of belonging along with 

a supportive community at a neighborhood scale. Hope 

on Alvarado was designed by Hope Street Development 

Group with the help of KTGY Architecture and planning, 

Phil May Landscape Architect, Agapito Fernandez Civil 

Engineers, HBG Construction Corporation, structural 

engineers R&S Taveres Associates and PBA, electrical 

engineers C&G Engineering and Candela, mechanical and 

plumbing BTA and TAD Engineers, and manufactured by 

Azria Home. Alvarado street is not one of the main arteries 

of Los Angeles; it is easy to see many people experiencing 

homelessness, camped in the gaps if the neighborhood. 

Supportive housing is not a new idea, but the goal of the 

development was to fi gure out a way to produce faster and 

be  er models using pre-fabrication rather than traditional 

construction. The goal of supportive housing is to provide 

users with aff ordable apartments, private space, as well as 

common and service spaces. For repetitive portions of the 

building, KTGY decided that off -site, modular construction 

would be best for feasibility. 

The fi rm decided to use built steel modular containers 

opposed to re-using shipping containers, which would be 

re-manufactured, to help speed up the production process. 

Counseling offi  ces, laundry rooms, lobby, and other 

community focused activities and/or spaces are unique 

and should be built on site, whereas residential units can 

be modular; “Site-built” and “factory-built” construction. 

By using modular construction provides the ability to build 

portions of a building simultaneously; residential modules 

were manufactured, shipped, and stored near the site while 

site-work proceeded. 
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Hope on Lafeyette

Figure 8: O
utdoor Ea

 ng and G
athering Space



This housing development was created in the midst of a 

global pandemic and housing crisis. Hope on Lafaye  e 

provides housing ans supportive services for the transitional 

homeless population in Los Angeles. Prefabricated housing 

strategies were used in order to create temporary shelter 

with supportive environments. With the lack of basic needs 

damaging the overall health and well-being of individuals 

and communities, it is important to urge cities to create 

a fast supportive communities for the impoverished and 

disadvantaged  neighborhoods and individuals. With 

the introduction to the “A Bridge Home” initiative “as 

a step towards creating a refuge to end the moral and 

humanitarian crisis.” Supportive bridge housing can be the 

link to resolving homelessness permanently.

Through this development, along with several others, is the 

creation of a sheltering “village” combined with local art, 

outdoor pavilions, socializing areas and green spaces for 

vegetation, as well as sleeping and hygiene areas. Included 

in the village are service providers that will help with assist 

with resumes, digital skill learning, job placement and 

social services that otherwise are completely out of reach 

for the homeless. DeMaria states, “people are meant to 

be loved and things are meant to be used- we’re creating 

people centric architecture.” Providing people with a spirit 

of hope, inspiration and opportunity to the less fortunate, 

which is a fundamental aspect of Hope on Lafaye  e. With 

the consideration of speed, quality and price-point of this 

prefabricated buildings provide excellent solutions for 

multi-unit housing across the United States. “The project 

blurs the lined of the typical art gallery, communal gathering 

space and homeless housing.”

Figure 9:  Exterior im
age of Entry point of H

ope on 
Lafeye

 e
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One way to create a more sustainable society is to transform 

society from a dependent to an independent organism. This 

article is centered around the exploration of self-sustaining 

communities and sustainable features incorporated, 

in order to enhance the longevity of people and place. 

Homelessness can form as a result of an individual being 

too dependent on the system, instead of developing self-

suffi  cient skill sets needed to self-sustain, when hard times 

approach. Sustainability is not just about land use, pollution 

control, and/or energy consumption, but it is also about the 

longevity of people and place. Homelessness is the lack of 

self-sustainability, through the lack of impactful resources, 

opportunity, and place. These insecurities result to criminal 

activity, violence, destruction, and incarceration, all of 

which negatively aff ect the longevity of communities and 

societies. This study presents the opportunity to explore 

architectural ways and resources aimed towards creating 

a self-sustaining community, capable of promoting well-

being and self-sustainability.

Currently looking into the overall homeless population 

of Indiana, Indianapolis, most of the unsheltered live 

Sustainability Solutions and Proposals/ 
Research

Research Topic Three
within the center of the city, where economic status and 

dispositions are evident. “Such levels of inequality are 

known to reduce well-being and increase distress as they 

are linked to socioeconomic status, social exclusion, adverse 

life events, and deprivation (Waters et al., 2018).” Viewing 

the center has a core connection to opportunity and identity, 

a living organism, activates this idea of the center becoming 

a node for self-suffi  ciency and evolution. “It captures the 

dynamic nature of the center and its position as being both 

insulated from and connecting into its community context. 

The community center needs to remain relevant to the 

community it serves. It achieves this by creating personal 

opportunities (e.g., friendship) and the opportunity to 

celebrate community identity, which encourages people to 

connect to the center (Waters et al., 2018).” Elaborating that 

In order for a community to remain effi  cient and productive 

to the community it serves, it must be fl exible and adaptable 

to the changes of society; while also providing opportunity 

for the center to engage its surroundings.

Speaking specifi cally to the building, it is important that 

the building symbolizes the struggle and triumph. “This 

resonates with research suggesting that believing a society 

has potential that is being realized is linked to feeling 



a  ached to the meaning of a place, and this fosters self-

esteem, self-worth, self-pride, and a  achment, which 

were evident in participant narratives (Lewicka, 2005).” 

As we know, self-pride, self-esteem, and self-worth, 

are all necessary characteristics needed to pursue and 

explore be  er opportunities needed to advance socially 

and economically within current society. Having a high 

level of confi dence can improve the health and life span 

of an individual, improve decision making, help with self-

suffi  ciency, improve relationships, communication skills, 

respect levels, and a number of other eff ects.

The implementation of public spaces can also serve as a 

positive feature geared towards the sustainability of the 

community’s center. “The contribution of sensory qualities, 

such as the smell of food, was highlighted as a valuable part 

of the center; again, the café was featured as key, which 

supports ideas that quality public spaces include food 

outlets (Francis et al., 2012).” With the implementation of 

public space, and programs pulling at the sensory qualities 

that draw people to a space, provides a sense of security 

as well, for the users and surrounding community. “The 

variety of qualities valued is supportive of the idea that 

good public space should be meaningful and off er comfort 

and/or opportunities for discovery (Project for Public 

Spaces, 2008).” Elaborating on the idea that public space can 

encourage social interaction, needed to build a trusting, self-

sustaining community. 

A strong sense of community has been associated with 

improved wellbeing, increased feeling of safety and security, 

participation in community aff airs and civic responsibility 

(Francis et al., 2012).” Community resilience is the ability 

of a community to use its assets to strengthen public health 

and community’s physical behavioral, and social health to 

withstand, adapt to, and recover from adversity; focusing 

on the day-to-day wellbeing of communities to reduce the 

negative impacts of disasters. “Key preparedness activities- 

such as continuity of operations plan for organizations, 

reunifi cation plans for families, and compiling disaster kits 

and resources- continue to be essential, recommended steps 

to take. A resilience approach adds features like building 

social connectedness and improving everyday health, 

wellness, and community systems (Waters etal., 2015).” A 

sustainable community must be socially connected and have 

accessible systems that are able to foster community recover; 

promoting the physical health, behavior, and communication 

of individuals and surrounding communities. Adapted 
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from the National Preparedness and Response Science 

Board’s Community Health Resilience Recommendations, 

some considerations to consider are access, preparedness, 

communication and collaboration, engagement, and 

connectivity. Building networks that include social 

services, behavioral health, community organizations, 

businesses, academia, at-risk individuals, and faith-based 

stakeholders in addition to traditional public health, 

healthcare, and emergency management partners, can 

help expand the communication and collaboration eff orts, 

aiding to the sustainability of the community. “Leaders 

of resilient communities inspire, engage, and unleash the 

power of other leaders. They welcome civic engagement 

because they know it is at the heat of a creative community 

which will grow and thrive into the future (Staff , 2015).”

In conclusion, in order for a rising community centered 

around uplifting at-risk individuals, it is important to fi rst 

change to current reputation of the individuals through the 

redevelopment of the center. The center, usually referred to 

as the downtown area or city, needs to be viewed as a place 

where people can come and be exposed and connected to 

opportunity. Secondly the buildings that will utilize the 

space must incorporate public space to entice people to 

fi ltrate the spaces, along with supplying resources that foster 

community resilience. Lastly the community must be able 

to collaborate and engage other leaders and partnerships 

which will aid to the future growth of the community. All 

of these ideas combined have the potential to create a more 

sustainable place through the enrichment of individuals.
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Chapeltowns Cohousing is geared towards creating a 

community that is sustainable, supportive, open, and 

diverse. “Globally, economically, and socially, we want 

the buildings and out lifestyles to have as low a carbon 

footprint as possible. But we don’t want to take on massive 

debts to achieve this.” This community makes the most of 

solar gain, insulating to a high standard and minimizing 

accidental air leaks, making sure to take advice on the 

idea of rainwater harvesting, solar thermal control along 

with ground, air, and community heating and sources. 

Chapeltown Cohousing, also known as ChaCo, has obtained 

a 1 hectare site from Leeds City Council, are supportive 

of the idea of a second cohousing project. “Cohousing is 

more than just a nice idea. It’s a conscious a  empt to fi nd 

a be  er way of living- be  er for ourselves, our neighbors, 

our society, and our planet.” The core values of ChaCo are 

to be inclusive and open minded, actively participating 

in the local community. Supportive of each other, with 

common facilities like the common house, car-sharing, 

laundry room, guest rooms, and food-growing spaces. 

The inclusion of personal and private spaces knowing that 

each family or individual has their own front door and 

private space while also benefi ting from shared space and 

resources. “Our private homes will be arranged in a terrace 

facing Roundhay Road and Barrack Road and will have 

enhanced sound insulation. This will provide a barrier to the 

noise and pollution of these busy roads, and a bit of peace 

and quiet in our shared back garden.” ChaCo also makes 

sure to include aff ordable housing, making sure to include 

a range of people, ages, and backgrounds. Supportive and 

sustainable living through the aid of eco-homes will lower 

energy bills, and waste; empowering each member to have 

an equal say in decision making through ownership of 

shared resources and facilities. 

Figure 11: Floor Plan of ChaCp
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James Ehrlich, founder of ReGen Villages, Commissioned 

Danish architectural fi rm EFFEKT, to envision a future 

where self-sustaining communities could potentially grow 

their own food and produce their own energy. ReGen 

Village is geared towards tackling the growing population, 

increased urbanization, scarcity of resources, and climate 

change. “ReGen Villages described itself as a tech-integrated 

real estate development company.” This self-sustaining, 

eco-community is accomplished using 166,300 sq.ft. 

“ReGen uses the money raised to obtain spaces suitable 

for land and work with national and local municipalities 

that are supportive of the approach.” The village works with 

local architecture, construction, and engineering fi rms with 

“regenerative platform technologists,” providing services 

to residents and monitoring performance in order to make 

improvements. 

Technologies such as renewable energy generation, energy 

storage vertical farming, water management and waste-to-

resource systems. ReGen applies artifi cial intelligence and 

machine learning to address the integration of organic food, 

clean water energy, and waste to help manage the resources 

at a neighborhood scale. “Food is also grown organically 

and there is a focus on maintaining a high biodiversity in 

surrounding areas.” The fi rst ReGen Village pilot community 

is to be developed in Netherlands, with work on the fi rst 100 

homes due to began construction this year. This precedent 

aids to the study of sustainability as the village explores 

numerous ways a community can become self-suffi  cient 

through intelligence and machinery. This project takes into 

account land-use and the reservation and preservation of 

resources. 
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The focus of this programming is driven by the general idea 

of turning a park into more thaan a green space for outdoor 

activities but a green space geared towards community 

transformation, development, and enhancement. This 

project will work toward transforming a defi ned space 

into more of a community hub; a hub that can give to and 

receive from the community that it serves. 

The general connotation of a park is an area of natural , semi-

natural, or planted space set aside for human enjoyment 

or for the protection of wildlife or natural habitats. Urban 

parks, similar to the sites location, are green spaces inside 

towns and cities designated for recreational use. Many 

parks consist of grassy areas, trails, paved areas, picnic 

tables, soils and trees, but may also contain buildings or 

other artifacts. This programming is strategically placed 

around the existing trees, exploiting the open space of the 

site; making sure to work with the site and not against. The 

type of programs implemented on site is geared towards 

helping advance the homeless population though the use 

of goods and services like vendor booths and community 

Program
m

ing Introduction
gardens, along with programs like: Transitional Housing, 

Communal Kitchen, Daycare, Classrooms, and Business 

Incubators. 

Through the implementation of these programmatic spaces 

within a space like a park, has the potential to transform 

a park into a community hub through the inclusion of 

everyone. The programming not only makes a place for the 

people that already inhabit the space for security reasons, 

but also welcomes other groups of people and communities 

to the site, for more than the view and recreational spaces; 

thus transforming this park into a move community inclusive 

space. This space welcomes people to the site through the 

use of existing pathways, views, topography, vegetation and 

playground, and has the potential to give back through the 

inclusion of housing for the house-less, a daycare along with 

classroom and offi  ce spaces for the surrounding families, 

business incubators and communal kitchen. 

Programming and Program Adjacency 



1. Classrooms/ Offi  ces (3,000 Sq.Ft)

 Educational Services (25’ x 25’) 625 sq.ft

 Recovery (25’ x 25’) 625 sq.ft

 Therapist (10’ x 15’) 150 sq.ft

 Clinic (3) (10’ x 15’) 450 sq.ft

 Spiritual Advisor (10’ x 15’) 150 sq.ft

 Training (25’ x 25’) 625 sq.ft

 Circulation

1A. Daycare (2,000 sq.ft)

2. Community Garden (~3,000 sq.ft)

3. Business Incabator (3,000 sq.ft)

4. Communal Kitchen (1,000sq.ft)

 Including indoor seating

5. Donations/ Drop-off / Pick-up (500 sq.ft)

6. Storage (500 sq.ft)

7. Communal Showers (800 sq.ft)

8. Communal Restrooms (800 sq.ft)

9. Employment Services (625 sq.ft)

10. Pet Kennel (~500 sq.ft)

11. Transitional Housing (10,000 sq.ft)

 One-Bedroom (600 sq.ft) 

 Two-Bedrooms (1200 sq.ft)

12. Admin (700 sq.ft)

The programming off ered on site with be geared toward the 

advancement of the homeless and surrounding population, 

as these programs are intended to work together as one 

collective programs. 

Facilities/Landmarks will hold spaces like classrooms and 

offi  ces, that can be used for services like educational and 

skill training, therapy and/or recovery meeting, and clinics. 

Other spaces like a daycare facility, booths or business 

incubators with the accommodation of communal kitchens, 

transitional housing, and a pet kennel. Spaces like these 

are important to projects driven by transformation need 

to be implemented when dealing with people who lack 

health insurance, housing, income, mental health, and/or 

stability.  An Admin space and community gardens will be 

implemented for the security and public surveillance of all 

users and vistors of the site.

Totaling 23,425 sq.ft of space required for site
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Important Adjacency 

Desired Adjacency 

Matrix Diagram 1: Program Adjacency (Created by Author) 
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Bubble Diagram 1: Adjacency-Concept 1  Bubble Diagram 2: Adjacency-Concept 2  

Important Adjacency 

Desired Adjacency 

Zoning Diagram 1: Adjacency-Concept 1  Zoning Diagram 2: Adjacency-Concept 2 
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The programs off ered by H.U.N (Housing for the Un-

housed Network at Highland Park) is geared towards 

helping individuals and families get through their given 

circumstances. Tenants off  the  facility must participate 

in appropriate programs and services off ered on site, like 

the educational and employment services off ered on site, 

along with tending community meeting, celebrations, and 

clean-ups. 

1. APARTMENT STYLE- LIVING UNITS

PURPOSE: As these spaces are reserved for people who 

are utilizing the programs, it is important to make them 

as comfortable as possible; as “home” is where the true 

development and maturity of a individual happens. These 

spaces are accommodated with private spaces like private 

bathrooms, accessible from individual living, sleeping, and 

dinning spaces. 

FUNCTION: This space is to function has a temporary, 

fully furnished, living unit, for a displaced family. All 

appliances and furniture are included to aid to the 

development and productivity of individuals and families.

Conceptual Floor Plan: Apartm
ent Style-Living U

nits (Created By Author)

Q 
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2. DONATIONS 

This space is used for collection of donations made to and 

by the community. This spaces is used as an entry point to 

make sure the users are aware of the available resources 

off ered at the facility. 

VIEWS: This space has a view directly into the adjacent 

space, Check-in. 

3. CHECK-IN 

Check-in is used to monitor the amount of people in the 

facility at one time, including the dinning area, communal 

showers and restrooms. 

VIEWS: This space has a direct view into the hallway space 

and donations area. 

ADJACENCY: Corridors and Communal Showers

PURPOSE: The purpose of space 1, is for the pick-up and 

drop-off  of donations made to the people of the nearing 

communities. The purpose of space 2, is used to monitor 

the people coming in and out of the facility.

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Surveillance Cameras

FUNCTION: The function of space 1,  functions as a small 

storage space for people looking to donate old clothing. 

People can simply come in and go out, un-interrupted by 

facility members. Staff  will then take the collection of 

garments and transport them to the laundry room found in 

the facility for cleaning. Space 2 will function as a receptionist 

area, where a staff  member will keep a log of people who 

have entered the facility, answer calls,  questions and etc. 

This space is open to public 24/7, secured with surveillance 

and adjacent security offi  ce. 

EQUIPMENT: Space 1 is equipped with 2 large storage bins 

used for the collection of cloths, while space 2 is equipped 

with a computer used to keep track of important details. 

4. COMMUNAL KITCHEN

This spaces is important to the facility due to the surrounding 

circumstances, largest surrounding homeless population 

in Indianapolis, IN; meaning having access to showers is 

important the health and hygiene of the unsheltered. This 

space includes 6 showers, Locker space, and an area for 

“trash”. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the communal 

restrooms, security offi  ce, and check-in space.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to supply the 

unsheltered with a safe place to shower and promote 

hygiene health.

FUNCTION: This space will function as a gender neutral 

space, which included 6 individual shower units to promote 



the privacy and safety of the user. This space is open to 

public 24/7, secured with surveillance and adjacent security 

offi  ce. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Equipped with 6 wide corner 

showers, 2 lockers, security camera, and a trash bin. 

VIEWS/DAYLIGHT: There are no views out into the 

natural environment, but there are views into the security 

offi  ce and communal restrooms. 

MATERIALITY: The fl oor is to be fi nished in white 

tile in the corridors of the communal showers along with 

inside the six individual shower units. This will provide 

the staff  with a easier surface to clean. The walls shall also 

be fi nished in white tile. This will allow the LED lighting 

to bounce off  the surfaces and further penetrate the space. 

Tile will also help fi ght against the penetration of moisture.

5. SECURITY OFFICE

This spaces is important to the facility due to the adjacent 

spaces being open to the public. The adjacent spaces can be 

nodes prone to violence, crime, and/or illegal substances. 

This spaces provides surveillance needed to tackle the 

potential dangers posed by the spaces. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the communal 

showers and communal restrooms. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to serve as extra 

security for the people occupying the showers and restrooms 

due to them being open to public use. 

FUNCTION: The function of this space serves as a check 

point for the hygiene spaces. Users will be able to get the 

keys to individual shower units and access to locker units. 

This space is operating 24/7, to aid in the security of adjacent 

spaces.

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Equipped with computers used 

to monitor the users along with visual access into the spaces, 

should aid to the security of the users and staff . 

VIEWS/DAYLIGHT: There are no views out into the 

natural environment, but there are views into the communal 

showers and communal restrooms. This space is lit by LED 

lighting. 

MATERIALITY: The fl oor is fi nished with a seamless, 

wooden fl oor. A Curtain system is placed along the south 

wall, which will allows views out into the corridor and 

potentially to the outdoor. Acoustic panels may be placed 

along the wall to aid with noise control of neighboring 

programs.

6. LAUNDRY ROOM

Due to the facility being open to public donations, it is 
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important that these donations are sanitized and clean 

before giving them to someone in need. The clothes that are 

cleaned here is to be transported to storage, where cloths 

are dispersed upon request or display of need. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to corridors, the 

communal restrooms, and security offi  ce. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to serve as 

cleaning and sanitation node for the donations space.

FUNCTION: This space will function as a private laundry 

mat, where the staff  will take the donations made to the 

facility and clean them in this space, laundry room, before 

transporting the clothing to storage. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Equipped with 4 washing 

machines and 4 drying machines.

VIEWS/DAYLIGHT: There is no view out or into this 

space. 

LIGHTING: This space is to be lit with LED Lighting. 

MATERIALITY: The walls and fl oor is to be fi nished in 

white tile. This will provide the staff  with a easier surface 

to clean and will also allow the LED lighting to bounce off  

the surfaces of the space. Tile will also help fi ght against 

the penetration of moisture that will come off  the washing 

and drying machines during operation. 

7. DINNING, KITCHEN, FRIDGE SPACE

This spaces is important to the facility due to the surrounding 

circumstances, largest surrounding homeless population in 

Indianapolis, IN; meaning having access to healthy food is 

a huge deal. This space encompasses 3 nodes; Dinning area, 

Communal Kitchen, and refrigerator space. This space alone 

can service up to 50 people at a time.

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the communal 

showers, communal restrooms, and outdoor spaces.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to supply the 

surrounding population with 1-2 meals a day using the 

kitchen space and refrigerator space.

FUNCTION: This space will serve as a preparation space 

needed to service people who registered at the check-in 

space found on the west side of the facility. The dinning 

node serves as a resting space while the fridge serves as 

storage space for produce. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Equipped with stoves, fryers, a 

sink, dish racks, shelving, refrigerators, drains, and food 

warmers. 

VIEWS/DAYLIGHT: There is a primary view from the 

dining node out into the outdoor space. Allowing natural 

light to penetrate through the dining space into the kitchen 

space.



MATERIALITY: The fl ooring shall be fi nished in tile 

with Work-safe Anti-Fatigue Mats placed throughout the 

work-walk circulation space. 

8. PUBLIC RESTROOMS

This spaces is important to the facility due to the adjacent 

spaces being open to the public. This space includes 8 stalls 

with 1 being accessible to ADA occupants. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the communal 

showers, security offi  ce, and communal kitchen.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to serve the people 

and staff  utilizing the facility. 

FUNCTION: This space will function as a gender neutral 

restroom; including 8 Individual stalls with 8 sinks placed 

in the open. This space is open to public 24/7, secured with 

surveillance and adjacent security offi  ce. This space will 

function as a public space. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: Equipped with toilets, sinks, 

and security camera to aid in the protection of users. 

VIEWS/DAYLIGHT: There are no views out into the 

natural environment.

LIGHTING: This space is lit by LED lighting. 

MATERIALITY: The fl oor is to be fi nished in white 

tile in the corridors of the communal showers along with 

Conceptual Floor Plan: Public Restoom
s (Created By Author)
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inside the six individual shower units. This will provide 

the staff  with a easier surface to clean. The walls shall also 

be fi nished in white tile. This will allow the LED lighting 

to bounce off  the surfaces and further penetrate the space. 

Tile will also help fi ght against the penetration of moisture.

9. SHARED KITCHEN 

PURPOSE: Individuals who will utilize this space will rely 

on the communal kitchen and community garden for meals 

and produce. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: This space is equipped with just a 

sink, cabinets, and fridge. It is important to keep potentially 

harmful appliances away from individuals with mental 

and/or emotional challenges. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the dormitory 

style-living units. 

LIGHTING: This space is to be lit by both daylighting and 

LED lighting.

10. DORMITORY STYLE-LIVING UNITS

The transitional Housing facility is set to be organized 

according the risk factor of individuals: high-risk, Medium, 

and low-risk, and phase: Beginning, Middle, and End. 

PURPOSE: Diff erent styles of dorms are off ered for 

Conceptual Floor Plan: Com
m

unal Kitchen (Created By Author)



individuals or groups wanting to be apart of the transitional 

program. These dorms are equipped with the necessities 

and off er temporary housing and shelter for individuals in 

need. 

FUNCTION: Used when individuals are new to the 

program  off ered on site; meaning they are in need of a 

steady income, shelter, and stability. Middle is when a 

person has been in the program, have accomplished one 

the main accomplishments on the checklist: job with steady 

income or approved for housing. When a person approaches 

the end of the program, the individual has accomplishes all 

items on the checklist. 

11. CLASSROOM FACILITY

This space is important to the program due to the surrounding 

context and users that are going to be using and around the 

site. This space is fi lled with classrooms and offi  ces used for 

educational training, skill building, therapy, clinics, spiritual 

advisors, and recovery spaces. 

ADJACENCY: This space is going to be connected to the 

housing facility/ spaces found on site and will serve as a 

main entry point for the people who are apart of the high 

and middle risk population. 

LIGHTING: This space is intented to be lit with both natural 
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daylight and LED Lighting. The hours of the space will be 

from 9am-7pm. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: This space is important to the site 

as it will service both the families of both the transitional 

program and surround community. The daycare will 

present an opportunity for highland park to connect with 

local schools after care services; reactivating the park and 

playground found on site. 

12. HEALTH FACILITY

This space is adjacent to the playground, and proposed 

basketball court, near the eastern side of the site. This 

space will be lit by both natural lighting and LED lighting. 

The hours of the facility are to be 8am-9pm. There is to 

be an additional sleeping pod found on the top room 

for children who are homeless and in need of a place to 

stay. This space shall be translucent as it is important to 

have surveillance with the accommodation of cameras 

for security reasons; while remaining in-closed for the 

comfortability of the users. 

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: This space will be equipped with 

acoustical spaces for the use of sound mediation as meeting 

and gatherings will be taking place in this facility. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this space is to serve as another 

strategy geared towards personal enhancement and 

development of a person. All spaces except for the clinic 

spaces are reserved for individuals apart of the program. 

The clinic is used to service the users and surrounding 

population. 

13. DAYCARE FACILITY

This space is important to the site as it will service both 

the families of both the transitional program and surround 

community. 

PURPOSE: The daycare will present an opportunity for 

highland park to connect with local schools after care 

services; reactivating the park and playground found on 

site. 

ADJACENCY: This space is adjacent to the playground, and 

proposed basketball court, near the eastern side of the site. 

LIGHTING: This space will be lit by both natural lighting 

and LED lighting. 

FUNCTION: The hours of the facility are to be 8am-9pm. 

There is to be an additional sleeping pod found on the top 

room for children who are homeless and in need of a place to 

stay. This space shall be translucent as it is important to have 

surveillance with the accommodation of cameras for security 

reasons; while remaining enclosed for the comfortability of 
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The American with Disabilities Act (ADA) became 

law in 1990. The ADA is a civil rights law that prohibits 

discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all 

areas of public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, 

and all public and private places that are open to the general 

public. The purpose of the law is to make sure that people 

with disabilities have the same rights and opportunities 
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as everyone else. The ADA gives civil rights protections 

to individuals wit disabilities similar to those provided to 

individuals on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, 

age, and religion. It guarantees equal opportunity for 

individuals with disabilities in public accommodations, 

employment, transportation, state and local government 

services, and telecommunications. 

Listed below are a view code regulations that were reviewed 

during the creation of this proposal;

Occupancy- 308.2 Institutional Group I-1

Institutional Group i-1 occupancy shall include buildings, 

structure or portions thereof for more than 16 persons, 

excluding staff , who reside on a 24-hour basis in a supervised 

environment and receive custodial care. Buildings of Group 

I-1 shall be classifi ed as one of the occupancy conditions 

specifi ed in Section 308.2.1 or 308.2.2. 

Type of Construction- Type IIA Non-Combustible

Most commonly, you’ll see Type 2 construction in new 

buildings or commercial structures. Exterior walls shall be 

composed of masonry walls or tilt slabs as structures. Floors 

and roofs are also non-combustible with fl oors commonly 

ADA Code Review
Code References
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covered with lightweight concrete and roofs foam insulated 

with metal construction. Walls are required to have at least 

an hour of fi re resistance. 

Allowable Floor Area, Height, and Stories

Group I-1 with a Type IIA Construction is allowed to have 

a fl oor area of 19,000 sq.ft with a total height of 65 feet tall at 

4 storied high. 

Minimum Corridor Width

Access to and utilization of mechanical, plumbing, or 

electrical systems or equipment must be within 24 inches. 

Automatic Sprinkler Systems- 903.2

Approved automatic sprinkler systems in a new building 

and structure shall be provided in the locations described in 

903.2.1 through 903.2.12.

According to 903.3.2-quick response and residential 

sprinklers. 

“Where automatic sprinkler systems are required by this 

code, quick response or residential automatic sprinklers 
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shall be installed in all the following areas: Throughout 

all spaces within a smoke compartment containing care 

recipient sleeping units in Group I-2. Throughout all spaces 

with smoke compartment containing treatment rooms in 

ambulatory care facilities. Dwelling units and sleeping in 

Group I-1 and R occupancies. Light- hazard occupancies as 

defi ned in NFPA 13. 

304.1 Business Group B

Business Group B occupancy includes, among others, the 

use of a building or structure, or a portion therefor, for 

D
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offi  ce, professional or service-type transactions, including 

storage of records and accounts. Business occupancies shall 

include, but not be limited to, the following: Dry cleaning and 

laundries, Food Processing establishment and commercial 

kitchens not associated with restuarants, and more. 

1020.4 Dead ends

Where more than one exit or exit access doorway is required, 

the exit access shall be arranged such that dead-end corridors 

do not exceed 20 ft. in length. 

1209.3.1 Water Closet Compartment 

Each water closet utilized by the public or employees shall 

occupy a separate compartment with walls or partitions and 

a door enclosing the fi xtures to ensure privacy.

1209.2.3 Showers

Showers compartments and walls above bathtubs with 

installed shower heads shall be fi nished with a smooth 

nonabsorbent surface to a height not less than 72inchces 

above the drain inlet. 

1920.22 Surface Conditions 

All places of employment, passageways, storerooms, 
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service rooms, and walking-working surfaces are kept in 

a clean, orderly, and sanitary condition. The fl oor of each 

workroom is maintained in a clean and, to the extent, 

in a dry condition. The employer must ensure that each 

walking-working surface can support the max. intended 

load. 



Site Selection



According to the Coalition for Homelessness Intervention 

and Prevention’s point-in-time assessment, Indianapolis 

has nearly 2,000 people in Marion County, experiencing 

homelessness in 2021. The highest it has ever been in 10 

years with the un-housed population being up 21% and the 

unsheltered rising drastically to 41.4% since 2020. This year 

the PIT count found that 54% of Indy’s homeless population 

is disproportionately Black or African Americans. The 

homeless youth population that schools provided assistance 

to was 59% Black. This year has only reinforced the fact 

that safe, stable, aff ordable, permanent housing is a public 

response and social justice issue. Most of the unsheltered 

population is located in camps near the downtown area, 

while several are sca  ered in locations throughout Marion 

County. Where there is a high proximity of unsheltered 

individuals in an area, there is no physical shelter or service 

provider near by. Since COVID-19, several local homeless 

shelters have closed or reduced capacity due to Corona 

Virus concerns. This ultimately resulted in a more publicly 

exposed homeless population. With homelessness rising, 

so does the competition for available resources. 

“I have to use the bathroom in the alleys. There’s like four 

or fi ve alleys downtown that are just covered in feces and 

urine. It gets hard. I sleep wherever I can.”-Brandy Smith

Why Indianapolis, Indiana? It is evident that Indianapolis 

not only has a homelessness problem, but a poverty problem 

as well; which is one of the global issues that I believe 

Architects should be applying their knowledge towards, in 

eff orts to help stop or slow the rate of homelessness. 
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“Like so many cities, of course we’re preparing for the fact 

that there may be new individuals and families experiencing 

homelessness that have not before. We’re also trying to ramp 

up diversion eff orts and homeless prevention eff orts as 

much as possible because we don’t want anyone to have to 

come into a homeless system.”-Haring-Cozzi

Exploring the criteria of the site, the site must be located in 

the heart of poverty, specifi cally the heart of the poverty must 

reside in the heart of the city. The site must also be within 

close proximity of public transportation. Indianapolis, 

Indiana is the perfect city to explore transitional housing in 

a new se  ing, as its homeless population resides downtown 

and is surrounded by public transportation, bus routes; 

making it easier for people to get to and from the desired 

site as this is an important factor for the intended users.

The neighborhoods eff ected by high rates of homelessness 

are: Downtown, Near Eastside, West Indianapolis, 

Garfi eld Park, Near South side, Fountain Square, Christian 

Park, University Heights, East Gate, University Heights, 

South Perry, Northwest High School, Broad Ripple, and 

Lawrence.
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Following the neighborhoods eff ected by homelessness 

and bus routes, Holy Cross Neighborhood was discovered. 

Holy Cross Neighborhood is located on the near eastside 

along downtown’s border and is serviced by two bus routes- 

route 3 and route 8, which stop along E. Washington and 

E. Michigan Street. A gentrifi ed area, once home of empty 

lots and abandoned homes, that has been redeveloped 

with the help of developers. Holy Cross neighborhood is a 

neighborhood that has come back to life and is be  er than 

ever. With fantastic views of downtown and friendly people, 

this neighborhood serves as a gateway to the entire eastside 

of Indianapolis, Indiana. Turning this neighborhood into a 

Holy Cross Neighborhood
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potential beacon for visitors and commuters. This uprising 

community is home of mixed-income housing, infi lls, and 

renovated lots. Holy Cross id a short 1.5 mile commute 

from the center of Downtown, both walking and biking. 

Several new homes in the Holy Cross area are infi ll houses 

with the accommodation of renovated homes. Holy cross 

serves as a corridor of mixed-income housing with traces of 

gentrifi cation as traces of high-income and diversity eff ects 

the area. This location has the potential to wow visitors and 

daily commuters into and out of the city. 

The neighborhood is currently home to a Pacers Bike share 
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hub. Located just south of King Dough and Highland Ave. 

Home to  Holy Cross neighborhood, sits Highland Park. 

Highland Park off ers 4 acres of gathering spaces, shaded 

hills, a playground, and a view of downtown. Holy Cross 

is also home to Downtown Doggie Dog park. A full-service 

daycare, training, and bathing facility for dogs. This spaces 

welcomes dogs of all sizes and breeds with no additional 

fees to utilize the large dog park located on site. 

Near the Northeast corner of the neighborhood lied 

the Sturn Ave Esplanade; off ering summer shade, art 

sculptures, park benches, community grills, picnic tables, 

and green space. Some schools that reside within Holy 

Cross is the URBAN ACT Academy- Washington Irving 14, 

Holy Cross Central Catholic School, Paramount Co  age 

Home,  and Arsenal Technical High School. 

With downtown neighborhoods and housing becoming 

more expensive, neighboring neighborhoods like Holy 

Cross, have been undergoing massive pa  erns of 

gentrifi cation as people are unable to aff ord the infl ations 

are pushed out and moved into even smaller areas like 

Warren Township and Lawrence. There is housing to 

accommodate the homeless population(Horizon House 

Inc., Wheeler Mission for Men, and West side Community 

Shelter Center) but not nearly enough, as land can be 

bought and sold to control land rent. This ultimately causes 

people of poverty to be pushed out of communities and/ or 

displaced; as this is evident when looking at the history and 

development of the Holy Cross Neighborhood. 

Holy Cross Neighborhood is a community currently in 

transition; which makes it the perfect community to perform 

this architectural project on. Among the biggest success 

stories, Holy Cross along with others, has built or rehabbed 

90 homes in the neighborhood since 2010. All but a handful 

of homes have been sold to low-income buyers; gesturing 

a motion of inclusivity to all ranges of income, tackling the 

issue of poverty through land rent. 



Culture of Holy Cross Neighborhood

Holy Cross Neighborhood  is a community full of activity 

and engagement. There is always something to get 

involved in here, such as community meetings, clean-

ups and parties. The community holds a continuum of 

neighborhood meetings  to promote community strength 

and involvement. Holy Cross also has a partnership with 

the local police department of Indianapolis, Indiana , 

which increases the overall security of the local residents 

and users. 

“The homeless do need help. We realize that. But we 

need help too. The homeowners need help. I just love this 

neighborhood. I love living here,” Valenti said. 

“I will share with the homeless but homeless share it with 

me.”

Holy Cross Neighborhood is the perfect community to 

develop housing for the un-housed population due to the 

overall proximity to the local homeless individuals, and 

willingness from local residents to support and aid in the 

development and progress of individuals in need. 

Figure 14-25: Holy Cross Culture 
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Highland Park
Site Selection Part Three

A large site is needed to accommodate all the potential 

programs mentioned before. Thus, it is important to fi nd 

a site located in or near the nodes of poverty mentioned in 

the neighborhood and zip code context analysis. Landing 

on what is known today as Highland Park. Highland Park 

is centered in the middle of the Holy Cross Neighborhood. 

A gentrifi ed area, once home of empty lots and abandoned 

homes, has been redeveloped with the help of developers. 

This uprising community is home of mixed-income 

housing, infi lls, and renovated lots. Highland Park is the 

second highest elevation found in Indianapolis, Indiana; 

hence the name Highland Park. The 4.09 acre neighborhood 

park is one of Indianapolis’ oldest parks and sits in one of 

the most vulnerable communities. 

“Governor Noble built a large mansion called Liberty Hall 

near the intersection of E. Market and N. Pine Streets.  He 

lived there with his wife and children until his death in 

1844.  Governor Noble left 80 acres of land to his eldest 

daughter Catherine.  Catherine’s daughter, also named 

Catherine, and her husband George F. Miller built their 

residence, Highland Home, on the land.  The Governor’s 

widow lived with her daughter’s family until her death 

in 1874.  Daughter Catherine sold Highland Home to the 

city of Indianapolis in 1898 on two conditions: the house 

must be demolished, and the land where it stood would 

become a park.”

The bricks from the homes were re-purposed to build 

a  ractions in Garfi eld, Riverside, and Brookside park. The 

oak tree, planted by Governor’s wife in his memory, still 

stand today on the site of Higland Park, marked as 2188. 

Visitors can enjoy other amenities, such as a Playground, 
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paved walking trails, and a picnic shelter. 

The park also provides an amazing view towards 

downtowns skyline. This site has the greatest potential as its 

topography has the potential to off er the same spectacular 

views towards downtown. The center of Highland park is 

where most of the natural light hits the area; proposing a 

prominent location for a landmark or community space. 

The sun is the strongest on site between the times of Noon-

3pm, as there are fewer trees towards the south and west 

end of the site. The location is also surrounded by multiple 

housing developments, and commercial developments. 



Site Analysis + Inventory



Social Enterprise
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y Highland park is located near several resources and 

services, posing an opportunity to create a network of 

support systems and programs large enough to provide 

for the majority of Indianapolis, Indiana’s population. 

Highland park however, is not the only park located within 

walking distance, or the only park that off ers a spectacular 

view of downtown Indianapolis. Parks like Willard Park, 

South Street Square Park, University Park, and Commons 

Park are all near within a 10-15 minute walk. 

Community Centers like the John H Boner Community 

Center, Neighborhood Center, Fitness and Learning Center 

are prominent features to have locally as they tend to help 

with fi nancial success, housing and rental assistance, health 

and wellness, career, education, and employment; which 

are all located near the site selected. 

Other resources like shelters, daycares, schools, and gardens 

are all located withing walking distance of Highland Park. 

Figure 26-30: Nearby Resources of Holy Cross Community
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Preliminary Diagrams

1. PROMINENT VIEW DIAGRAM

ANALYSIS: Highland Park as a prominent view of 

Indianapolis, Indiana’s skyline, with the spot for viewing 

being visually and physically identifi ed by a circular path. 

INVENTORY: The view serves as a prominent draw of 

both local residents and surrounding population. The 

posing view of the skyline can also serve as a symbolic 

recognition of pride, identity, hope, and peace. 

2. VEGETATION DIAGRAM 

ANALYSIS: Located on the site are a series of hard wood 

trees. Two of the trees are tagged for the longevity and 

preservation. 

INVENTORY: The trees proposed on site present the users 

and site with ample amount of shading. The arrangement 

of the trees also form a barrier around near streets and 

roads, defusing noise and directing view.  

-------

-------
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PLAYGROUND

CANOPY

VIEW

3. PROMINENT FEATURES DIAGRAM

ANALYSIS: Located on the site is a covered pavilion/

canopy used for picnic space, gatherings, or additional 

seating, a playground, which is heavenly utilized, and the 

view of downtown’s skyline. 

INVENTORY: The playground located on site invites 

families and a variety of age groups to gather at the 

site. The canopy also provided seating and additional 

gathering space for users. 

4. CIRCULATION DIAGRAM

ANALYSIS: Along the north end of the site, there is a four 

lane, one way street which is used as a primary access 

point from Downtown into Holy cross Neighborhood. 

There is also curvy paths located on site.  

INVENTORY: The curvy paths presents a more romantic 

se  ing, forcing individuals to explore the site, rather than 

staying in one segment. Parking is also located near the 

western side of the site. 

PARKING

-------

-------



Site Images

Images taken at Highland Park by Author
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Challenges to Overcome
Projected Challenges

1. COMMUNITY CONFLICT

Highland Park serves as a beacon for the community of Holy 

cross as it provides the community with an astonishing 

view of downtown, a walkable path, and playground for 

kids. Highland Park has a rich history that dates back 

to Governor Noah Noble who was the fi fth governor of 

Indiana. The land was sold to the City of Indianapolis under 

two agreements: One, that highland home was to be torn 

down at once after her passing; and two, the location of 

the previous homes and its grounds were to be made into 

a park. But, according to Micheal McCammon, a resident 

of the Holy Cross area for 63 years now, since 1958, made 

these remarks on April 11, 2021 at 6:07pm, regarding the 

park, 

“I have lived in the area for 63 years now. I remember the 

old shelter house up on the hill, it was there for many years 

before they tore it down. Not sure why they did that, only 

to replace it with what is there now. My neighborhood 

friends and I would play football almost every night within 

the park grounds. About the mid seventies there was a 

basketball court built in about the same area we once played 

football. My friends and I took to the court playing games of 

twenty one, horse and etc. A whole lot of fun. The basketball 

court would later be torn down. Now there is nothing in 

that location, but grass. The park has a lot of history behind 

it. The park used to have picnic tables in several locations 

throughout the park. The playground used to have two 

sand boxes. The shelter house up on the hill was a place to 

hang out with friends. The park used to be for neighborhood 

family and friends to enjoy; but now it seems to be a place 

for passerby’s to sit in the grass. I bet they don’t know the 

history of Highland Park as most who have lived around it 

for years do. I would like to see pictures of how I remember 

Highland Park to be, and not the way it is today.”

2. PROPERTY VALUE

It is believed that the closer you are to homeless shelters, 

or supportive housing of any kind, that it brings down the 

property value of surrounding lots. Its a myth that has been 

proven through the New York City study, where we fi nd 

that the typical supportive housing development has no 

initial impact on properties within 500 ft. Years following 



completion, prices within 500 ft. actually experienced an 

increase relative to comparable properties.

3. FEAR

There is fear associated with the at-risk population due 

to its negative connotation that has developed over 

the years. The At-risk population, also classifi ed as the 

homeless, or less fortunate, as been deemed as violent, 

abusive, impulsive, unpredictable, unstable,  and a list of 

other adjectives. This can potentially promote an infl ux of 

fl ight, empty lots, and abandoned homes. This can lead to 

the disinvestment, thus repeating the eff ects of the sprawl 

and gentrifi cation. As an anonymous park ranger states, 

“By and large, people tend to overreact about the impact 

of homeless camps on our property, and a large part 

comes from a somewhat irrational fear of people who are 

diff erent because they don’t have a home.”

Moving forward it is important to analyze key factors of 

park amenities and resources. What makes a piece of land 

a park? How can a park become more than designated 

green space reserved for view points and interactive 

activities? What are the lasting and immediate eff ects of 

projects that merge and participate with park space?



Landscape Developm
ent 



Existing Topography and Context

Parks and recreational spaces play a vital role in 

supporting and advancing the health and well-being of all 

individuals in communities, including those experiencing 

homelessness. It is important for architects to start to 

understand the extent of homelessness, its root causes, 

how they can approach the issue with empathy and start 

to contribute to the local solutions. 

Highland Park is comprised of 4.09 acres of semi-shaded, 

hilly park space that has been favored for the viewing of 

Indianapolis, Indiana skyline. It is home to Indianapolis’s 

second highest elevation located near 1100 East New 

York Street. The quantity Holy Cross Neighborhood is 

experiencing a rebirth, as a group of developers seek to 

build sustainable housing around the park. The park 

sits in between a transitions between commercial and 

residential space, posing an amazing opportunity to 

incorporate both commercial spaces like a communal 

kitchen, clinical space, and education and employment 

programs, along with residential programs like living 

units. 

It is important to note that the block parties and 

community events that are hosted by the community is 

held on Dorman street, which is currently non-accessible 

to the park due to fencing being placed along the western 

and northern edges of the site. This site is a perfect 

location for the thesis, due to its close proximity to public 

transportation, size, and the close locality of resources and 

services. 

Figure 31: H
oly Cross Com

m
unity Block Party
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Hand draw
n Sketches

1. BU
ILD

IN
G

 PLA
C

EM
EN

T 

H
.U

.N
 at H

ighland Park utilizes the open space found 

w
ithin the existing pathw

ays found on site and existing 

trees. The goal is for the facility to seam
lessly fuse into the 

site, m
aking sure to avoid the interruption of prom

inent 

view
s and routes. Representing the desired pathw

ays 

of users, in red, it is im
portant to note that m

ost of the 

circulation happens on the m
ore straight paths, justifying 

the rem
oval of the rom

antic, curvy paths. 

2. BU
ILD

IN
G

 FO
RM

 

The buildings are to be placed in separate areas, but are 

to be connected via topography and/or circulations, to 

function as one facility. The building m
ass placed to the 

far w
est is to function as another view

ing platform
, w

ith 

the building m
asses located tow

ards the south functioning 

as living and learning units. A
 segm

ent of the living unit 

w
ould ideally tuck into the highest point of topography 

located on site, sym
bolizing the fusion betw

een the built 

and natural environm
ent. 

Preliminarv Sketches 
Sketch 2: Building Form 

(Creayed by Author) 

t 
0 

Sketch 1: Building Placement 
(Creayed by Author) 
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(Creayed by Author) 
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Sketch 4: Existing Site Boundaries 
(Creayed by Author) 



LEVEL 0

LEVEL 1

5. TOPOGRAPHY REDEVELOPMENT

The topography must also be modifi ed in a way that both 

hides and reveals the Level 0, due to the location of the main 

public entry points. To maintain the views found on site, 

H.U.N utilizes the ground rights, by going underneath the 

park in certain areas like the hill located in the middle of 

the site. Therefore, most of the modifi cation done to the site 

is located on the western edges of the site.  The proposed 

sloping of the site is represented with a solid line, while 

the existing topography is represented with a dashed line.  
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Sketch 5: Site Development 
(Creayed by Author) 

Sketch 6: Organic Structure 
(Creayed by Author) 
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Dedicated Intercom Stations 
Se

cu
ri

ty
To increase the security of the users of the facility and the 

park, dedicated intercom stations are placed on 25% of the 

sites light post. 

How it Works? 

A person in need of help or any type of assistance has the 

ability to touch the intercom found at a local light post for 

instant connection to the right and trained person. The 

operator is able to see the person along with the ability to 

scan and locate the given area. Camera feeds enables the 

operator be  er assessment of the situation. The operator 

will then send the right forces to the location while 

informing the people in the area through a loud speaker, 

controlling the fl ow of people. 

This will prevent false alarms, save precious and life 

saving time, along with increasing the overall safety of 

citizens. Help is never more than a touch of a bu  on 

away. 
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Dedicated lntercome Stations perspective (Created by Author) 



Community Garden and Green House
FO

OD
 IN

SE
CU

RI
TI

ES
Food security is the measure of the availability of food 

and individuals’ ability to access it. Community gardens 

are well known for providing space for neighbors to grow 

fresh, healthy food close to home, while providing the 

space for powerful neighborhood- level social change. 

Community gardens have the ability to draw community 

members, providing the opportunity to meet, work 

beside, and even form friendships across generational 

and cultural divides. Gardens have shown a vareity of 

benefi ts in regards to improving the behavior and a  itude 

in both children and adults towards healthy foos options, 

as they tend to grow an understanding of life-science 

concepts. Studies have shown theraputic benefi ts for 

people recoverinf from psychological ailments such as 

stress, anxiety, a  ention defi cit disorder, along with other 

mental and emotional benefi ts for the aging seniors.

Community gardens is a place to practice teamwork 

and empower individuals to organize and advocate 

for themselves and their community. The skills gained 

while participating would generally help with holding 

constructive meetings, collaboration, fl exibility and 

learning styles,  community advocacy, and personality. 

Community gardens teach individuals through success, 

that we can make our community a be  er place. They 

provide the opportunity for people in marginalized 

groups to fully participate and take on leadership roles, 

as successful gardens are built and sustained through the 

cintrubutions of talent, resources, time, and community. 

Food is a powerful element in traditon. Community 

gardens presents the opportunity to grow, eat, share, and 

celebrate one’s tradition. With H.U.N being located in a 

more residential living are, access to healthy food would 

make a signifi cant diff erence to the quality of life currently 

provided. Holy Cross Neighborhood has a total population 

of 1,376 people currently residing in the community. The 

garden has the potential to supply the community entirely, 

with fresh produce, feeding a total of 1,625 monthly at 

12,300 square footage. 
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1. PUBLIC VS PRIVATE DIAGRAM 

This diagram shows where all the public programs are 

located, represented in a gray tone, with the private 

programs being displayed in red. Private programs are 

woven/surrounded by public programs to aid in security of 

users through the use of public/ community surveillance. 

Private programs are also either elevated above or slightly 

tucked away into topography. 

2. GREEN FOOTPRINT DIAGRAM

The facility will have green occupied and unoccupied 

roof tops to replace the green footprint being utilized 

below. Therefore, no greenery was lost in the placement/ 

development of the housing facility. Green roof tops 

are displayed in red while the built mass is represented 

in a gray tone. Green roofs have the potential to reduce 

fl ooding, purify the air, reduce temperature and noise, 

along with extending the longevity of the roof. 

0 
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D
iagram

 13: Living U
nits and G

reen H
ouse 

(Created by Author)
D

iagram
 14: Shading Devices Diagram
(Created by Author)

3. LIVING UNITS AND GREEN HOUSE DIAGRAM

This diagram displays where each individual program 

is placed within the facility; with the more supportive 

resources being located on the lower level which is 

accessible to all users, represented in light gray, living 

units represented in red, and the green house represented 

in dark gray. Living units are to function as a more secure, 

private, intimate segment, while all the other levels are 

open to the exploration of the public. 

4. SHADING DEVICES DIAGRAM

With living units being a more private resource that is 

off ered, it is important to provide some type of mediated 

privacy. This was accomplished through the use of 

shading devices which diff use visibility and heat, also 

providing shading for intense lighting that comes from 

the southern side and western side of the site.



Programmatic Placement + Circulation

To show the relationship between space and room, 

fl oor plans are created, along with views, to eff ectively 

communicate and convey ideas and display the overal 

design potential. The following plans incorporate all 

the information gathered so far in an architectural way, 

making sure to create a space that covers the primary goals 

discussed.
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H.U.N recognizes that many challenges faced today that are 

often over looked are the lack of health care and aff ordable 

child services. Located on Level 0 is a daycare reserved 

primarily for the potential families that will occupy H.U.N 

but also open to the local residents. Reserved more for 

private, personal experiences, the health wing is tucked 

slightly into the highest point of the sight, will clinical and 

therapeutic spaces being provided. Also located on Level 0 

is a communal kitchen that can be reserved and utilized by 

the public.

Resources and Services
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H.U.N daycare is capable of holding 20+ children at one 

given time, with rooms reserved for both infants and youth 

ranging between the ages of 4-10. The communal kitchen 

is to function as an additional economic boost for H.U.N 

as this space is capable of being rented out as well as the 

covered canapoy space with the intent to support or host 

local community gatherings and events. 

J) DAYCARE 
1 3/64" = 1'-0" 

r-

® COMMUNAL KITCHEN 
3/64" = 1 '-0" 
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Park/ Public Space

Holy Cross Neighborhood makes it a point to give back 

to those in need. H.U.N provides a designated space for 

local residents to donate to the local homeless population 

without loading the burden of commuting to the nearest 

shelter, Goodwill, or Salvation Army.
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H.U.N is built to accommodate the transitional homeless 

population, people who become homeless dude to natural 

disasters, unemployment, foreclosure or eviction, and other 

life changing events like the death of a spouse or parent. 

This Facility does not accept trauma victims, such as abuse, 

due to the open nature of the facility and the diversity of 

people, in regards to gender. that will potentially live in 

or be around the facility. Woman, children, along with 

families are primarily welcome. 

Transitional Housing 

CD HOUSING 
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Green House 

This segment serves as an additional draw for the general 

public, from Level 0 up to Level 0, promoting the sense 

of community surveillance throughout the building, while 

simultaneously tackling food insecurities. 

CD GREEN HOUSE 
1 1/32" = 1'-0" 
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Sustainability 

H.U.N at Highland Park is built to work with the 

environment and not against. Besides conforming to and 

elevating above the site, the facility also takes advantage 

of the natural resources available on site. With green roofs 

being used to reduce runoff  of rain water, purify the air, 

and reduce the internal temperature of the facility, water 

is also collected through a branch-like structure, and 

fi ltered back into the facility to produce waste water for 

toilets, and sprinkler systems. 

(D Section 3 
1 1"=50'-0\ 
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Structure

WOODEN STRUCTURAL/ AESTHETIC BRANCHES: 

The wooden branches were designed to memorialize 

the 6 trees that had to be uprooted in order to create 

space for the facility. It is also used to reincorporate the 

organic language once proposed by the site through the 

use of organic paths and re-used in a form of an organic 

structure.

 

FUNCTION: The branches function as an additional 

support system of the building paired with the presence 

of load bearing walls, post and lintels. The branches 

however, turn into a aesthetic piece for the internal 

courtyard present in the apartment style- living segment 

of the building.

MATERIALITY: The branches are to be made out of 

Glulam, laminated timber that is stronger than steel with 

the capability of spanning more than 500 feet. Steel will be 

used for connections and additional support. 
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Structural Diagram 
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Homelessness Epidemic (1980s- Present)
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Can Architects Start to Tackle Global 
Issues, like Poverty, through Transitional 
Housing
Historically, housing has been linked to segregation, 

inequality, and poverty, as a way of governing through 

restrictive covenants, laws, policies, and organizations. 

This becomes evident when looking at the history of 

poverty, starting with the colonization of America, with 

slavery following, Jim Crow Laws, to the great migration, 

and homeless epidemic. The laws and policies passed 

during this time period ultimately created lasting wage 

gaps, zones based off  of racist practices and segregation, 

along with housing and employment inequality. All of 

these actions combined led to an immense amount of 

individuals experiencing homelessness.  

People encounter homelessness every day, as a 

combination of emotions form, from pity and sympathy 

to anger and frustration. By which is common, unrealistic 

perceptions to justify or answer question are created. It 

is a misleading assumption that most individuals choose 

to be homeless, which in fact a large amount of people 

experience homelessness due to life changing events or 

circumstances, like unemployment, lack of aff ordable 

housing, natural disasters, epidemics, and more. 

H.U.N at Highland Park is able to positively impact the 

rate of homelessness and the amount of people currently 

experiencing homelessness due to its ability to house up to 

108 people at a given time, which would be approximately 

90% of the local un-housed population. Productive programs 

and services are included and available to the public, aiding 

in employment, housing, childcare, clothing, transportation, 

and more.  H.U.N has the potential to reactivate and 

transform Highland Park into more than reserved green 

space, but into a community hub. 

This facility alone, accomplishes a lot of things, from 

helping with housing, unemployment, and education, to 

childcare, food, and transportation. In conclusion, this 

thesis evokes a democratic thought and explores innovative 

ways  Architects could start reserving both green space and 

programmatic spacing geared towards the support of the 

overall community and homeless population. 
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Figure 2-3: Austin, Dan. “Brewster-Douglass Projects | 
Historic Detroit.” Historicdetroit.org, 2011, historicdetroit.
org/buildings/brewster-douglass-projects. Accessed 30 
Dec. 2019.

Figure 4-5: Marshall, Colin. “Prui  -Igoe: The Troubled 
High-Rise That Came to Defi ne Urban America – a His-
tory of Cities in 50 Buildings, Day 21.” The Guardian, 
The Guardian, 22 Apr. 2015, www.theguardian.com/cit-
ies/2015/apr/22/prui  -igoe-high-rise-urban-america-histo-
ry-cities.

Figure 6-7: “Aff ordable Housing Using Redesigned Ship-
ping Containers: Ktgy Los Angeles.” KTGY Architecture + 
Planning, ktgy.com/work/hope-on-alvarado/.

Figure 8-9: “Hope on La Faye  e - Bridge Homeless Hous-
ing.” HBG Modular, www.hbgmodular.com/lafaye  e

Figure 10-11: “Design «Chapeltown Cohousing.” ChaCo, 
www.chapeltowncohousing.org.uk/the-project/design/. 
Accessed 10 Nov. 2021.

Figure 12-13: “RegenVillages.” Www.regenvillages.com, 
www.regenvillages.com/.

Figure 14-26, Diagram 4: Holy Cross Neighborhood, 16 
Feb. 2022, h  ps://www.indyholycross.org/.

Figure 27-30: John Boner Neighborhood Centers, 2 Nov. 
2021, h  ps://jbncenters.org/contact/.
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