






































































































Another aspect of this problem, which shows the complexity of the issue, is the fact that 

such harmful activities are not only accepted, but actually encourage-in a sense-by some. 

The Machiavellian mindset has paired up with Catholicism-in a fatalistic twist. Two figures, 

Jesus Malverde-a saint associated with the drug trade-and Santa Muerte, which literally 

means "Saint Death", have become quite popular in Mexico (Creechan and Herran). The Robin 

Hood-like Malverde supposedly watches over narcotics traffickers, while Santa Muerte 

demonstrates the fatalistic aspects of modern Mexican society. Neither of these "saints" is 

recognized by the Catholic Church, but that does not seem to hinder their popularity. The 

psychological and ethical effects of the conquest are some of the most difficult to interpret, but 

also some of the most intriguing. 

As the Mexican bicentennial quickly approaches, it is easy to see that Mexico has been 

molded by the conquest, which was set into full effect by Hernan Cortes journey from Veracruz 

to Tenochtitlan. Nearly every aspect of Mexico's past and present-as well as many of its 

modern problems-reflect, to varying degrees, the Spanish conquest of Mexico. With such a 

wide range of issues, it may not seem plausible that a single event could be the cause, but in 

this case, it is. When Hernan Cortes, the most famous of the Spanish conquistadors, successfully 

invaded and conquered the Aztec empire, he opened up the New World to Spain. This single 

event set into motion one of the most significant and interesting chain reactions in history, 

fUSing religions and languages, creating a new race of man, and changing the Americas forever. 

Nearly 500 years later, the effects are still felt, and they continue to grow exponentially. 
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