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Harold E. Stassen: In Search of Peace 

Harold Stassen is commonly remembered as the politician who could 

never win the big prize. Stassen bid for the presidency of the United States nine 

times. Many people, especially late-night talk-show hosts, harassed him, poking 

fun at his determination. But Harold Stassen was much more than a man who 

kept trying and failing at the big prize. Harold Stassen was an American who 

believed that dreams could come true, that people did not have to go hungry or 

ill-treated, that the world could be at peace, that one person can make a 

difference. If success is measured by winning, then Harold Stassen was not 

successful. If success is measured by influence, he was only partially successful. 

If success is measured by standing up for one's principles, he achieved it. i 

Harold Stassen is an important figure in history, if for no other reason than that 

he makes us examine our definitions of success. He challenges the image of 

success that we are familiar with by proving that there is meaning outside of 

winning. He also makes us question whether idealism and effort are enough. 

Harold Edward Stassen was born on his parents' farm in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, on April 13, 1907. He was the third child of William and Elsbeth 

Stassen. His family were recent immigrants from Germany. His mother moved 

to the United States when she was six years old. Harold grew up in a close-knit 

family environment where he was constantly challenged to improve himself and 

be involved in the communit\' around him. His father was deeply involved in 
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Republican politics. Harold went to meetings with him.11 He came to 

understand early on how he could participate in government, how he could help 

impro\'e the safety, security and well being of others. Later in his life he 

acknowledged that his father was his greatest influence toward a political 

career. iii 

The role of Harold Stassen's family in shaping his ideas and interests is of 

special significance to me because Harold Stassen is my relative. My great-great

grandfather John was the brother of Harold's father William. Harold has had 

quite an influence on our family in spite of the fact that we represent two 

different kinds of Republicans. Harold Stassen was a liberal, internationalist 

Republican. My family and myself are conservative Republicans. In an era 

where Democrat and Republican supposedly can be quickly summed up in an 

oversimplified soundbite that seems to stand for what one believes, it is 

refreshing to belong to different branches of the same political family tree. This 

connection to Harold Stassen partnered with my intense love for history and 

politics spurred on the interest in his life and career. 

Before I can Begin to describe Harold Stassen's extensive hopes and 

accomplishments, his values must be thoroughly examined. A man as idealistic 

as Stassen cannot be understood otherwise. Not only was Harold raised in a 

family dedicated to spiritual faith and community advancement, but Harold 

maintained the \'alues and dedication instilled in him bv his parents. The 

importance of his faith in his daily life was eventual!\' manifested bv his sen'ice 



-. as president of the American Baptist Association. The American Baptists' 

mission statement insists that, 

"[ our mission 1 needs to be considered through the lens of American 
Baptist heritage and present distinctives as a people who are e\'angelical, 
ecumenical, multi-racial, mission-minded, committed to social justice and 
informed by a global perspective,"i\" 

Few statements describe so well Harold's view of humanity and his sense of 

duty. 

Harold accomplished extraordinary achievements as he grew up in 

Minnesota. He graduated from high school at the age of fifteen. He put himself 

through the University of Minnesota. He received recognition as all-class 

president of the university in 1925, captain of the rifle team, and orating 

champion. v As a student, Harold was admitted to the Board of the Minnesota 

3 

Law Review. He finished law school in three years and received admittance into 

the Minnesota Bar at the age of 21.'i 

Harold Stassen developed a law practice in Minnesota following his 

graduation and went on to become involved in politics. His experiences at 

meetings with his father and his ability to convince people to bind together 

behind a cause provided the groundwork for this career path. His first elected 

office was that of Dakota Countv Attorney.,·ii During his time in public office he 

gained statewide fame for his hard stance on crime, his negotiating skills and his 

legal expertise.'iil By the age of 26, he had already successfullY argued his first 
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case in the United States Supreme Courty Harold Stassen's political career was 

just beginning. 

The people of Minnesota desired change in the 1930's. America was 

battling the depression, and crime was at a zenith. Harold became the young 

face that represented hope for the people of Minnesota. A major grassroots effort 

on the part of Minnesota's Young Republicans helped launch their president into 

the limelight.' Their efforts paid off when, in 1938, Harold E. Stassen became the 

youngest elected governor in the history of the United States. He was only 

thirty-one years old. xi 

Governor Stassen's idealistic pursuit of peace began with a domestic 

reform agenda. He and his team of equally young associates developed an 

extensive legislative record that included the following: 

(1) Minnesota's first civil service law" to raise the standards of 
public service and to improve the morale of state government"; 

(2) A new state purchasing system with a commissioner of 
administration to eliminate political graft and reduce costs; 

(3) A program to develop low grade iron ore; 
(4) A law "to curb the small-loan sharks"; 
(5) A single tax commissioner to equalize tax assessments and 

make tax collection uniform; 
(6) Improved social security benefits; 
(7) Liberalized old-age pensions; 
(8) A balanced state budget; and 
(9) A labor Conciliation Law that provided a "cooling off" period 

in labor disputes, notification to a state labor conciliator ten 
days before a strike or lockout, and a thirty-day fact-finding 
committee in strikes or lockouts that threatened the public 
interest'ii 
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Stassen represented one aspect of the Republican Party's historic public identity, 

its quest for idealistic reform, dating back to the abolition of slavery. His 

successful reforms also embodied the Republican Party's hope for its electoral 

future. As one commentator summarized, "the Stassen administration 

successfully abated the economic loss and human suffering that arose from the 

violent labor-management confrontations that plagued Minnesota during the 

preceding decade."xlii A more partisan observer wrote, "[Stassen] replaced a 

socialistic, class-conscious Farmer-Labor administration with a progressive, 

solvent, and humane Republican administration which ultimately won even the 

support of labor leaders."xiv Harold's administration was so successful and his 

reputation so strong that he was chosen to be the Keynote Speaker for the 

Republican Convention of 1940. 

5 

Harold Stassen was elected for second and third terms as governor of 

Minnesota. However, during his third term of office he chose to resign his 

position to serve his country. World War II had begun and Harold wanted to be 

a part of it. Harold said, "The morning after Pearl Harbor, I just felt I belonged 

on duty."xv This was a major turning point for Harold Stassen's political career. 

"At 36, he had held his last elective office."xvi 

" 'I am not only a young governor,' Stassen told the voters before the 1942 

campaign, 'I am also a young reserve officer. If you reelect me governor, 1 will 

serve through the 1943 legislative session, and the resign the office to go on 

active duty for the remainder of the war. Have this in mind when you elect a 

---------,--------... ~---~-. 
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lieutenant governor!"x\,ii Harold indeed did resign his gubernatorial seat to serve 

in the United States Navy during the Pacific war. 

Harold was first utilized in the position of aide and flag secretary under 

Admiral William Halsey, more commonly known as "Bull" Halsey.xviii He 

would later be promoted to Assistant Chief-of-Staff. xix E.B. Potter summarized 

the position by stating, "Stassen stood watch for the Admiral's command with 

SIX 

regular navy officers as the Third Fleet operated in the Western Pacific and China 

Seas; and he ran the Combat Information Center as the Fleet scouted, pursued, 

engaged and finally destroyed Japan's naval forces."xx As an assistant chief-of

staff, Stassen was one of several officers who organized and planned 

administrative actions for the admiral. 

Harold fit right in with his fellow naval officers in the Pacific. In fact, they 

teased him about becoming a future president. "As soon as the staff saw how 

well Stass fitled in, we began kidding him. 'Of course: we said, 'we all expect 

White House sinecures when you're elected."'xxi Stassen not only hit it off with 

his fellow officers, but he also established a solid relationship with the admiral 

himself. Halsey stated in his biography, "After the movie, I sat in on the nightly 

meeting of my Dirty Trick Department - Mick Carney, Ham Dow, Doug 

Moulton, Harold Stassen, and Johnny Lawrence - and listened to them concoct 

new methods of bedeviling our gullible enemy."Xxii It is typical for admirals and 

_ generals alike to have a group of personal advisors who they can speak frankly 
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with and trust for advice. It speaks well of Harold's skill as a naval officer and as 

a friend that the Admiral would choose him as a confidant. 

The brightest moment in the naval career of Harold E. Stassen was a 

prisoner-of-war rescue operation called Operation Swift Mercy.xxiii Run by 

Commodore Rodger Simpson, it was a mission into the Omori P.O.W. camp that 

resulted in the rescue of approximately 14,000 American soldiers.xxiv Harold was 

also present on-board the U.S.S. Missouri the day of the Japanese surrender to the 

United States. He had been promoted to captain. He received the Legion of 

Merit and the Bronze Star for his service to the United States Navy. 

In his 1990 television interview with C-Span, Governor Stassen stated that 

the most memorable experience in his career was signing the United Nations 

charter in 1945.xXV Harold was called from duty in the Pacific to serve as one of 

several delegates to the San Francisco conference leading to the development of 

the United Nations.xxvi President Roosevelt had selected the delegates, and 

President Truman saw fit to maintain the selection. xxvii Negotiations began on 

April 25, 1945.xxviii Governor Stassen was probably chosen because President 

Roosevelt did not want to make the same mistake as President Wilson had with 

the League of Nations.xxix Roosevelt needed Republicans, but he also wanted 

Republicans with political views similar to his own. A liberal internationalist 

Republican like Stassen was a perfect choice. Harold took great pride in 

representing his country to the world. He valued few things higher than peace 
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and freedom. He believed that this establishment, the United Nations, held the 

power to make strides toward these values for human beings all over the world. 

Harold Stassen was 38 years old when World War II ended. His prior 

political experience and his solid service record should have made him an 

attractive candidate for higher office. After all, the Mexican War and the Civil 

War had helped elevate several other junior officers to the presidency. The same 

phenomena recurred after World War II. Every president from Dwight 

Eisenhower to George H. W. Bush served in the military during World War II, 

many with far less stellar records than Stassen. This poses the question, why not 

Harold Stassen? Yet, Stassen's political office holding ended prior to World War 

II. He never again held and office from which to launch a presidential campaign. 

Stephen Hauser, history instructor at Marquette University, helps reveal 

an answer to this question by describing his relationship with the governor. He 

said that out of all the time they spent together driving around campaigning and 

all the issues Harold spoke of, he never wanted to discuss his service in World 

War II. Yet, he had received six major battle stars for that service.XXX In all 

likelihood Stassen never spoke of his war service out of humility. My research 

has provided no other plausible reason for Harold's omission. 

Following his services in the Pacific, Harold Stassen went on to pursue 

many different avenues of public and private service. By the late 1940's, he was 

already a familiar name, perhaps too familiar. Normally a familiar politician 

- who is still young would consider running for the office of senator or 
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congressman. Yet, Harold chose to run for the biggest office of all. He made his 

most promising attempt at the presidency of the United States in 1948. Though 

he was young by presidential standards, Harold felt that this was his time. He 

had served as a three-time governor of Minnesota and had served meritoriously 

in the war. He was a very confident man, and he believed that the presidency 

was attainable. Harold Stassen was a big name in Republican politics of the time, 

but it was not to be his hour for the preSidency. He did not have the backing of 

the Republican party as a whole, and he did not come from a powerful state with 

dozens of electoral votes such as California or New York. Thomas Dewey, 

governor of New York, got the nomination in 1948. In retrospect, it probably 

would have been a very good decision for Stassen to have run for a legislative 

seat first, prior to his attempt at the presidency. In a legislative position he could 

have had the opportunity to voice his ideas to the country on a larger scale than 

as a repeated candidate for president later in his life. The perfect opportunity 

would have been the U.s. Senate race in Minnesota in 1948. Yet, he chose to 

throw his support behind his Lieutenant Governor, Ed Thye. xxxi This decision 

probably best explains why Stassen was unable to capitalize on his wartime 

service. 

Stassen could not have known that the ascendancy of Eisenhower, and 

especially Richard Nixon, in an increasingly conservative America and especially 

conservative Republican Party doomed his chances forever. Yet, it may be that 

-. Harold's increasing alienation from his party was precisely what motivated him 
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to continue running until 1992. The victory of, say, a Nelson Rockefeller in 1964 

or 1968 might have inspired Stassen to gracefully fade away. 

Meanwhile, other opportunities were brewing for the governor elsewhere. 

"In August 1948, a committee of trustees of the University of Pennsylvania came 

to Minnesota to invite Stassen to become president to that prestigious school, 

founded by Benjamin Franklin."xxxii Harold's term as president of the university 

brought change and improvement. Under his leadership, the University of 

Pennsylvania became the first northern school to reach out to southern students. 

It appointed the first female trustee in university history. In addition, Harold's 

term saw the first black students in the medical school, the first black faculty hire 

and the first black football player at the university.xxxiii These advances were 

consistent with the values Stassen maintained. He believed in civil rights and 

equal opportunity for all people. Even in his university presidency he tried to 

promote peace. 

Probably the most beneficial event to happen for Harold Stassen during 

his presidency at the university was the development of connections with 

Dwight Eisenhower who was then the president of Columbia University. The 

two presidents were governing trustees of the Brookhaven Atomic Laboratories 

on Long Island together. xxxiv This relationship between the two would be helpful 

for both of their careers in the future. 
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Harold Stassen continued to speak about peace in the post-war years. He 

gave an address onJuly 14, 1947, that included some of the following excerpts on 

what is necessary for the United States concerning post-World War II politics: 

(1) We move promptly and effectively to assure the success of the 
European program developed at Paris; 

(2) We do not abandon the eight nations of Europe who did not 
accept the Paris conference invitations; 

(3) We proceed promptly with an intelligent, coordinated program, 
to clear up Communist infiltration in the United States. xxxv 

Stassen did not fully grasp that these three points contradicted one another. The 

Marshall Plan succeeded precisely because it was capitalist. That aspect 

excluded Eastern Europe under the Soviet occupation. The effort to clear up 

Communist infiltration in the u.s. collided with Stassen's reformist impulses. 

This was the dilemma that the liberal Cold Warriors faced. Harold would most 

certainly have justified his illiberal stance in favoring of suppressing domestic 

Communism on the basis of his view that Communism was an immoral 

approach to governing. 

Harold knew the challenges that America faced going into the Cold War 

vears. In his next role, a member of Eisenhower's cabinet, he was finallv able to 
" -
actively pursue peace in his day-to-day duties. As mentioned previously, 

Dwight Eisenhower and Harold Stassen had developed a working relationship 

through their respective positions as university presidents. Their relationship 

became extremely important in the race for the presidency of the United States. 

During the 1952 primaries, the Harold Stassen delegation from Minnesota, which 
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had nineteen votes at the national convention, pledged their support to General 

Eisenhower. The votes from Minnesota were enough to clinch the nomination 

for Eisenhower.xxxvi Governor Stassen told General Eisenhower, "[I will] not 

12 

only become your lieutenant but shall deliver to you ... all the strength that has 

been pledged to me."xxxvli This only reinforces to the conclusion that success for 

him was not necessarily being at the top. He felt that Eisenhower was the voice 

America needed to follow, and he desired to help that voice be strong. But the 

inevitable consequence of promoting Ike was the submission of his own ambition 

to be President. 

Once President Eisenhower was elected and placed in office, he returned 

Stassen's favor. Eisenhower selected Harold for a place in his cabinet, as head of 

the Mutual Security Agency. This position meant that Harold was "responsible 

for the distribution of the astronomic sums of American aid being poured into 

Europe."xxxviii The Mutual Security Agency later became known as the Foreign 

Operations Administration, of which Stassen was director. xxxix "Stassen ... played 

an important role in the development of Eisenhower's foreign aid policy."xl 

Harold was involved in ideas for expanding foreign aid from the United States. 

He supported the idea of an Asian Marshall plan. xli Both Nelson Rockefeller and 

Harold Stassen promoted the idea on increasing foreign aid, expanding trade 

and using American skill in developing areas which were in desperate need of 

recovery.xlil This plan never took effect, undoubtedly because America did not 

wish to continue shelling out funds to other parts of the world without limit. 



-

13 

Stassen and others in Eisenhower's administration played two important 

roles for the president. They brought him fresh ideas as well as worked to 

influence groups which the administration needed to develop.xliii Harold became 

much more than a liaison in the administration of Dwight Eisenhower. 

Eisenhower developed a new position and asked Harold to fill the shoes. This 

position was known as Special Assistant to the president on disarmament.'liv 

Harold was to provide the president with the best possible information and 

alternatives involving disarmament policy between the United States and the 

Soviet Union. The foreign reaction to Stassen's placement in this position was 

quite positive. xlv Stassen was also very encouraged because this role offered him 

the opportunity to continue his lifetime pursuit, peace. He now completed the 

transition from domestic peace issues, like those of Minnesotan politics, to the 

grander stage of world peace issues. 

Stassen became the" good cop" which would come to contrast the image 

of John Foster Dulles, Eisenhower's Secretary of State, as the "bad cop". The two 

fit these alternative images because they each represented a side of the 

disarmament issue to the president. "[Harold's 1 role as hopeful counterweight to 

the gloomy Foster DuIIes was intended to demonstrate to audiences at home and 

abroad the president's commitment to arms controL"xlv' 

Representing two opposite sides during the Cold War did not help 

promote a good relationship between Foster Dulles and Stassen. Competition 

was tense between the two. Stassen himself stated in an interview with C-Span 
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that though there was respect between them, he and Dulles did not get along. xlvii 

Stephen Hauser points out that President Eisenhower used good insight in 

selecting both Dulles and Stassen for their particular roles in the 

administration. xlviii He elaborates by saying that Eisenhower needed both of the 

perspectives afforded him by Foster Dulles and Stassen. President Eisenhower 

spoke of this in 1963," ... a major preoccupation of my mind through most of 1953 

was the development of approaches to the Soviet leaders that might be at least a 

start toward the birth of mutual trust founded in cooperative effort."xlix In spite 

of the benefits of this situation, Stassen did face a disadvantage. His position as 

special assistant on disarmament was bound to carry less weight that the 

positions of secretary of state and president. He was not afforded the same 

opportunity for success that others with more significant positions were given. 

At certain times in the administration's planning, Harold's work 

produced potentially brilliant outcomes. One example of this was the Geneva 

summit of 1955 in which the president asked Harold to come up with a plan to 

"outpeace" the Soviets. Harold chose the "Open Skies" plan developed by Air 

Force General James H. Doolittle1 This policy, which included aerial inspection 

and blueprint exchange between the Americans and Soviets, was - though not 

accepted by the Soviets - just what the president needed to show the world his 

commitment to peaceful negotiations li But did situations like this one really 

provide Stassen with opportunities to further peace or were they simply 

opportunities to talk about peace? Though he produced many plans for 
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disarmament policy, Stassen saw very few of them materialize hi Despite months 

and months of effort on his part, America was not ready to accept ideas to reduce 

its store of weapons or diminish its ability to attack or counterattack. 

Certain moments in Harold's career within Eisenhower's cabinet brought 

into question his tactics as a political negotiator. For example, Harold got into 

trouble with an incident at the United Nations SubCommittee on Disarmament 

meetings in London. Stassen headed the American delegationhii "Stassen had 

handled the early part of the negotiations with considerable skill ... he had run 

into trouble in trying to hustle them along by holding separate one-to-one 

private talks with Zorin, the Soviet delegate, thus bypassing other members of 

the SubCommittee."liv 

A more disturbing example of Stassen's questionable tactics was his public 

negativity toward Richard Nixon. When Harold felt strongly about a person, he 

would speak his mind. "In mid-1956, Harold Stassen had shaken the properties 

of the administration 'family' by publicly recommending that the President 

dump Nixon and choose [Christian] Herter as his running mate in the 1956 

election ... the suggestion developed a genuine resonance and thus presented a 

political problem."lv This kind of behavior is totally not acceptable in political 

circles and in many cases would have meant political suicide. But, as seen 

before, Harold lived and spoke as a man of conviction. The ironic thing about 

this situation is Harold's insight. Had others rallied in support of Stassen's idea 

to dump Nixon, the future of our country might have looked very different. 
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Perhaps the Republican Party would have never maneuvered to gain the support 

of Southerners disenchanted by the Democrats' embrace of civil rights. Nixon 

would help initiate that trend. 

Having attempted for five years to fight a battle virtually impossible win, 

Harold Stassen decided to leave his position as special assistant on disarmament 

in February 1958lvi He had tried to pursue peace at a time and in a role that 

were great disadvantages to his pursuit. He represented disarmament to 

America at a time when Americans felt they must maintain defenses against 

Soviet aggression. He attempted a cause that was unacceptable to Cold War 

America, yet he tried. If nothing else, he tried. 

Stassen's next attempt in politics was the 1958 election for governor of 

Pennsylvania.lvll Neither this election nor a following one in 1959 for the office of 

mayor of Philadelphia would be successful. These attempts were almost 

doomed before they began. Stassen was, at this time, campaigning in a state 

which he was not from and which was not his historical base of support. Yet, he 

believed he could make a difference in Pennsylvania, so he attempted the races 

anyway. Historically, these types of "carpetbagger" races have proven 

unsuccessful with the few exceptions of candidates such as Bobby Kennedy or 

Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Stassen went back to work in his international law firm following the 

disappointment of these two elections. From this time on, he would serve his 

- country by actively participating in writing and speaking for peace. He 
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published several pamphlets and articles on United Nations reform and peace. 

He also co-authored a biography of Eisenhower with Marshall Houts. Harold 

made use of his repeated presidential bids to take his concerns to the public. 

Governor Stassen's quest for peace and his work with the United Nations 

organization were his primary concerns. In a publication from 1947 titled Peace 

Demands Action, Harold outlined several aspects of his beliefs concerning the 

San Francisco conference and the issue of peace itself. About the conference he 

stated, "It is nothing less than the opportunity to prove that World Wars I and II 

are not curtain raisers for a catastrophic World War IlL "Iviii He also outlined 

several points which he believed were absolutely necessary for global peace. 

These points are as follows: 

(1) We need a world organization and international law. 
(2) Old ideas of absolute sovereignty must be modified. 
(3) The future welfare, peace, and happiness of the people of the 

United States are inseparably intertwined with that of the 
people of the rest of the world. 

(4) The U.s. must draw on its productive capacity and its reservoirs 
of capital, credit, and technical skill to contribute to the gradual 
advancement of the standards of living of people of other lands. 

(5) Freedom of information, through press and radio and school 
and forum, is vital to peace and progress. 

(6) Aggressors that caused World War II must be stripped of means 
to make war and remain stripped. 

(7) The world is big enough for nations to exist under different 
systems, provided they do not trample on basic human rights, 
transgress upon neighbors, or threaten the peacelix 

Much later, Governor Stassen suggested revisions to the original United Nations 

charter along these lines because he understood that certain aspects needed to be 

changed in order for the United Nations to be effective. For example, 
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rules. But no leaders are yet willing to surrender their prerogatives. 

18 

Also, while the United States has generously given foreign aid that helped 

rebuild its adversaries and allies, it now faces significant difficulties in trying to 

get itself out of debt without having to develop and sustain any other country's 

economy. Stassen knew that peace would not come easily, yet he knew from his 

war experiences that someone must try to sacrifice for peace, for the alternative 

was too devastating to imagine Ix Stephen Hauser states, "Governor Stassen was 

one of the first to realize that negotiation is preferable to confrontation."lxi He 

cites an example to prove this point. In 1954, both Harold and Sherman Adams, 

Chief of Staff to the president, warned the United States to keep our military out 

of the Vietnam conflict. Hauser says that to this day he still wonders how many 

lives would have been spared if they only had heeded to advice of Governor 

Stassen and others.lxli 

Had others listened to Stassen, the Republican Party might be very 

different today. But they did not, so why did Harold want to stay in it? Stephen 

Hauser was campaign manager for several of Governor Stassen's presidential 

campaigns in Wisconsin. He also had been the head of Wisconsin Citizens for 

Stassen and part of "Youth for Stassen" in his earlier years. Mr. Hauser believes 

that Governor Stassen would never have considered changing his party. 

However, he also believes that Harold was and would be disappointed with the 

- way in which politics has changed. Stassen's era was a different one, in which 
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parties were not polarized on issues in quite the same way as today. In Harold's 

day there were liberals and conservatives in both Democratic and Republican 

parties. Governor Stassen would not be pleased with the verbal "cutting down" 

of one's political opponents. Harold was the kind of man, according to Hauser 

and others, who never spoke ill of another person. He would have preferred 

politics today being about changing things that needed changing, no matter what 

party a person is from, and doing it without tearing down the people around 

yoU.IXiii 

One of the things which has puzzled politicians and citizens alike and 

which has also plagued my own mind is why the governor never seemed to be 

successful, at least successful in the way we have come to know it. As mentioned 

before, he never held public office again after he resigned the Minnesota 

governor's seat to serve in World War II. Yet, he was faithful to his convictions 

and pursued his dreams for this country to the very end. Harold Stassen made 

decisions about his life based on what he believed was the right thing to do. He 

took positions because he could make a difference in them. Though this is 

admirable, it is not the sure way to launch oneself into high positions of 

authority. Harold Stassen is not a famous figure in history books today, but is 

that the measure of true success? Or is success living what you believe and 

actively pursuing the best outcomes? 

My parents were part of the generation in this country that learned to hide 

under their desks in school classrooms for drills during the Cold War. Thev saw 
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families build underground shelters for defense in the case of nuclear attack. My 

grandparents lived to see a huge number of their high school classmates listed on 

World War II death rosters. I think that it is difficult for my generation to 

understand a man like Harold Stassen. Today the ideals he fought for seem 

utopian; the United Nations, at best, irrelevant; at worst, a good idea gone 

wrong. Yet, I did not experience the turmoil he saw. He didn't want me to have 

to; that is why he tried so intensely to pursuit peace. 

Harold Stassen has left a legacy with humanity. Be the someone that 

works your whole life for what you believe. Be the someone that runs for 

president nine times because this is America, and Americans need to hear the 

issues discussed and debated. Be the someone who leaves your job to fight for 

your country. Be honest. Be bold. Be a true believer. 

What is Harold Stassen's legacy to the United States? Stephen Hauser 

believes that it is a free and open American society. He believes that it is the 

supremacy of ideas and the issue-oriented campaignlxi" "I would argue that he 

looms as large as Hubert Humphrey in terms of his impact nationally, although 

for different reason," said Chris Georgacas, chairman of the Minnesota 

Republican Partylxv "For me, the mark he made was as a progressive, 

internationalist Republican, at a time when Republicans were coming out of an 

isolationist era," said former Vice President Walter Mondale lxvi 

What is Harold Stassen's legacy to me? Before I researched his life and 

_ work, I would have probably said little. Governor Stassen's politics and mine 



-

-

21 

did not always match. Whereas he believed the world would be a better place 

with liberal ideals, I believe that a conservative approach is much better for our 

country. However, Harold Stassen did leave a legacy to me, hope. You see, I am 

a true believer just as he was one. I want the world to change, even if it is one 

person at a time. Even more, I want to be involved in changing it. I want to be 

global-minded, though I don't believe American is responsible for fixing 

everyone else's problems. From what I gather, being a true believer is just part of 

being a Stassen. In this way, Harold Stassen's life has helped me understand my 

own more clearly. If I never make it into a history book but live with character 

pursuing change with all the gifts bestowed upon me, I will have succeeded. I 

wish that the day I met the governor in St. Paul of the occasion of his 90th 

birthday celebration I would have known to thank him for his life of service. No 

regrets, this is my thank you. 

For his life-long dedication to the pursuit of peace, a scholarslzip for 

stlldents stlldying international pence relations 11'nS established at the 

UniversIty of Minnesota. The legacy continues ... 
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Appendix A 

Photos 
1. Cover Photo: cover photo of Look magazine, June 22, 1948 
2. Family Photos: from Look magazine, June 22, 1948, p. 54 
3. Stassen at the University of Pennsylvania: from Man Was Meant To Be Free, 

p. 190 
4. Stassen in Naval Uniform: from Minnesota's Pioneer Press online 
5. Admiral Halsey with Stassen: from Bull Halsey, p. 330 
6. Stassen and Dulles: from Eisenhower: Turning the World Toward Peace 
7. Eisenhower and Stassen: from Eisenhower: Turning the World Toward Peace 
8. Eisenhower Cabinet: from Eisenhower: Turning the World Toward Peace 
9. Cartoons: from political items collection of Jeffrey C. Stassen 
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