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Appendix 

Narrative 

SECTION 1-TITLE, PURPOSE OF THE STUDY, AND RATIONALE 

1.1 Title 

Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

1.2 Purpose of the Study 

The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, Indiana, area 

perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their teachings. Through 

this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so communities can understand how 

the two interact and find the balance between science and faith. 

1.3 Rationale 

Despite national denominational stances on issues such as evolution, there can be regional and 

local interpretations. Presently, most information available about views of evolution in the United States 

refers to the South. For example, some school boards have tried repeatedly to either introduce 

Intelligent Design into the curriculum or place disclaimers about evolution inside science textbooks. 

However, the target area of my study, just north of the Bible belt, has not received attention in this 

topic. 

Many people have opinions on the subjects of evolution and religion, but the ones most heard 

in the media are those of people who demand the most attention. There are many articles and papers 

written by outspoken Christian authors who appear deeply mistrustful of Darwinists. In a the 2005 

article, "Verdict that Demands Evidence" published in Christianity Today, Charles Colson said that 

evolution "has been primarily an attack on religion by atheist militants who wrap themselves in the 

mantle of science in an effort to refute all religious claims concerning a creator." 

This controversy exists not only in individual opinions, but also in the educational system. In 

1928 John Scopes, a high school teacher, was arrested for violating the Butler Act, which prohibited the 

teaching of evolution in school. Years later, the debate over Darwin's theory in the school system 

continues in a slightly different form-keep evolution, get rid of religion. School boards in Alabama, 

Georgia, Kansas, and most recently, Texas have been under fire for attempting to downplay natural 

selection and introduce alternate theories such as Intelligent Design. As recently as January 2009 the 

Texas school board voted on how evolution should be taught in the classroom. An article in the New 

York Times, ((Split Outcome in Texas Battle on Teaching of Evolution," by James McKinley, Jr. covered the 

debate and noted that although the board voted to stop promoting the "weaknesses" of evolution, the 

chairman passed several amendments to the curriculum that "would open the door to teaching 

objections to evolution and might encourage students to reject it." 

Education may have another role in the discussion on the origin of species. According to a Gallup 

poll taken on February 6-7,2009, only 39% of adults believe in evolution. Furthermore, education 

seemed to be a factor in both understanding and believing Darwin's theory. The same poll revealed that 

only 21% of people with a high school education or less believed in evolution, compared to 74% of 
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people with a postgraduate degree. Only 31% of people with a high school education could even 

correctly identify Darwin with his theory of natural selection, versus 86% those with postgraduate 

degrees. 

Additionally, much of the literature available deals only with Catholicism and its views of 

evolution; very little is mentioned about other denominations. For example, the article "Darwin's 

Divisions" by Martin Hilbert, published in Touchstone magazine, discusses Catholicism and its role in the 

debate about evolution, and liThe Vatican's Position Evolves" from Science mentions the extra attention 

Catholics get concerning the same subject because of Pope John Paul II "backing the theory of 

evolution." The current Pope's stance on Darwin's theory appears less firm, and has created ambiguity 

about the Vatican's official view of evolution. "Benedict's Evolving Thought on Evolution," written by 

John Allen, Jr. and published by National Catholic Reporter in 2006 states that Pope Benedict XVI is 

neither a creationist nor an advocate of Intelligent Design, suggesting that he accepts evolution as his 

predecessor did. However, Cardinal Christoph Schonborn, who once studied under Joseph Ratzinger 

(Benedict XVI), wrote an article for the New York Times, "Finding Design in Nature," in which he stated, 

"neo-Darwinists recently have sought to portray our new pope, Benedict XVI, as a satisfied evolutionist," 

when in fact he is not. These conflicting statements may put Catholics in a difficult position when 

addressing evolution, which is why one of the objectives of this study is to clarify official church stances. 

The region and people I wish to discuss in my thesis have not been studied. I want to reveal 

what the everyday Christian leaders from a local community-the ones that quietly guide their 

congregations, not the ones that shout in articles--understand and believe about evolution, how it 

affects Christian lives, and whether it should be taught in schools. I believe that being aware of how 

religion and science interact will help to dispel misunderstandings and myths associated with both sides. 

This information could be important to people like myself who consider themselves both scientists and 

Christians, but have trouble understanding how the two interact. 

SECTION 2 - DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT POPULATION 

2.1 Number of Subjects 

I plan to interview eight subjects for this study; one from each of the following denominations: 

Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Orthodox, Pentecostal, Baptist, Anglican, and Methodist. 

2.2 Describe the Subject Population 

Because the objective of this study is how Christian leaders' views of evolution affect their 

community, each subject in this study must be an ordained leader of his or her respective church in the 

Valparaiso area. In order for a leaders opinions to have an effect on the congregation's beliefs, he or 

she must have an integral role in the congregation's education within the religious community. 

Therefore the subject must also be involved with the congregation as a teacher of some form. This may 

include sermonizing, leading study groups within the church, missionary work, or youth ministries. 
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2.3 Describe and inclusion/exclusion criteria 

Each subject must be an ordained leader of his or her respective church in the Valparaiso area. 

The subject must also be involved with the congregation as a teacher of some form. This may include 

sermonizing, leading study groups within the church, missionary work, or youth ministries. 

SECTION 3 - SUBJECT RECRUITMENT 

3.1 Describe the Method of Subject Recruitment 

In the Valparaiso, Indiana, area, one church from each of the following denominations will be 

chosen: Catholic, lutheran, Presbyterian, Orthodox, Pentecostal, Baptist, Anglican, and Methodist. 

These denominations were chosen based on their large number of adherents in the U.S. A letter will be 

sent to the head of each church informing them of the study and its purposes, and afterwards the 

principal investigator of the study will contact them via phone and set up a date and time for the 

interview. If a church declines the interview, another church of the same denomination will be 

contacted as a backup. 

SECTION 4 - METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

4.1 Describe the methods and procedures to be used 

Each interview will take place at the subject's church, unless the subject prefers otherwise, in 

which case a neutral location will be chosen. The interview process will be completed in one visit. After 

reviewing and signing a letter of consent, each subject will be asked a series of interview questions 

regarding their knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution, if and in what context the topic 

comes up in their teachings, and how the subject's beliefs on the topic may influence the congregation. 

Questions will also address the subject's respective denomination's official views on evolution and how, 

if at all, the subject's personal views differ. 

SECTION 5 - ANONYMITY/CONFIDENTIAUTY OF DATA 

5.1 Describe how data will be collected and stored. 

Each interview session will be recorded on audio cassette. If the subject prefers not to be named 

in this study, the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by denomination. The tapes and notes 

will remain in the possession of the prinCiple investigator, and only the investigator and faculty advisor 

will review them. When the project is completed, the tapes will be erased. 
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SECTION 6 - POTENTIAL RISKS AND BENEFITS 

6.1 Describe the potential risks and discomforts 

Subjects may find the interview questions to be personal or controversial, and may become 

uncomfortable. 

6.2 Describe how the risks will be minimized. 

Before the interview begins the subject will be asked to read and sign a letter of informed 

consent to ensure that he or she is aware of the nature and objectives of the study. If the subject so 

chooses, his or her name, the name of the church, and the denomination will not appear in the final 

product of the study. They will instead be referred to only as Protestant or non-Protestant. If at any time 

during the interview process the subject becomes uncomfortable, he or she may choose to end the 

session or pass on certain questions with no consequence. Suggestions for counseling centers will be 

listed in the letter of informed consent for the subject to contact, should uncomfortable feelings persist 

after the interview. 

6.3 Describe the potential benefits. 

By participating in this study the subject will have the opportunity to clarify his or her 

denomination's opinions on a controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings 

associated with them. Religion and science both play an important role in many people's lives, and being 

aware of how the two interact will give religiOUS leaders and communities a better understanding of the 

balance between the secular and religious aspects of their life. 

SECTION 7 - SUBJECT INCENTIVES/INDUCEMENTS TO PARTICIPATE 

7.1 Describe any inducements/incentives to participate that will be offered to the subject. 

Not applicable 

SECl'ION 8 - OTHER FINANCAL CONSIDERATIONS 

8.1 Describe any financial expense to the subject. 

Not applicable 

8.2 Describe any provisions for compensation for research-related injury. 

Not applicable 

SECTION 9 - INFORMED CONSENT 

9.1 Describe the process of obtaining the informed consent of the subject. 

Each subject will be mailed a letter describing the study and its objectives. Shortly after, the 

principal investigator will contact each subject via phone and discuss whether or not the subject would 
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like to participate in the study. If the subject agrees, a date and time will be set for the interview. Before 

the interview the subject will be asked to read and sign a letter of consent to inform him or her of the 

nature and objectives of the interview and study. 
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Letter of Introduction 

Date inserted here] 

Dear [insert name], 

I am a student at Ball State University and am working on an Honors College thesis project about how Christian 

leaders perceive Darwin's theory of evolution. As both a Christian and an aspiring scientist, I am interested in how 

these two fundamental areas in my life interact. I would like to conduct a thirty minute interview with you in the 

near future. Your participation in this study can benefit your community by providing understanding of how 

science and religion-two important components of everyone's lives-work together in today's world. 

I feel that talking with you about your denomination's views of evolution and how you address the issue in your 

own teachings will give personal insight into the relationship between the church and Darwinism. I will be 

contacting you via phone in the next few days to set up an interview date at your facility if you are willing. Thank 

you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon Evers 

snevers@bsu.edu 

(219)309-7078 

Thesis advisor: 

Ms. Beth Dalton 

edalton@bsu.edu 
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Interview Questions 

• Did you go to a public or private high school? 

• Do you think attending a (public or private) school made a difference in the way science, 
evolution especially, was taught? If so, how so? 

• Was evolution taught in your school growing up? 

• Did you attend college? 

• If so, was it public or private, and what degree did you receive? 

• How did evolution come up in your higher education? 

• How was the theory of evolution taught in your school (high school or college)? As fact, as an 
idea, or something in between? 

• If it wasn't taught, how did you learn about it? 

• Did you learn other theories of origin as well? If so, which ones? 

• Should the theory of evolution be taught in schools? Why/Why not? 

• Should alternate theories of origin be taught, such as Intelligent Design, even though there is 

less supporting evidence? Why/Why not? 

• Would these topics be better suited for a philosophy class? Why/Why not? 

• What do you understand the term 'theory' to mean, as it pertains to scientific study? 

• What do you think is the relationship between humans and other primates? 

• Can you tell me what you know about Darwin's theory of evolution via natural selection? 

• What is your denomination's official stance on evolution? 

• Do you agree? 

• What is your personal opinion of Darwin's theory? 

• In what instances has the topic of evolution come up in your church? 

• How did the congregation respond? 
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• If it hasn't, can you foresee this as an issue? Why or why not? 

• Has anyone from your congregation ever come to you with questions about theories of 

origin such as evolution? If so, how did you respond? 

• What would you say if someone asked you about evolution in relation to the story of creation in 

Genesis? 

• Do you think God created life and gave it the ability to evolve? 

• If not, why not? 

• If so, how much guidance does God give in evolution? 

• Do you think Christians avoid the topic of evolution or ignore its implications for religion? If so, 

why? 

• What are the implications for religion if evolution was proved? 

• Do you think most adult Christians in your church understand Darwin's theory? 

• Are there any other comments you would like to add? 
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HUMAN SUBIECTS RESEARCH APPUCATION 

P t I t'tl ,Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution ro oco I e: 

Proposed project dates: begin: -"-O..::..;ct,,-ob;:....:e,,-r..;..1,-,, 2;;,.;;0-'-08.:.....-______ end: May 1, 2009 

Principal Investigator: .::-Sh:.:.::a:.:.;n::.:.no.:::..:n.:...:E::::v:..::e~rs=--______ _ E-mail: snevers@bsu.edu 

Telephone: (219) 309-7078 Department: Biology Department 

(check all that apply) 0 Faculty/Staff o Graduate student 18] Undergraduate student 0 Unaffiliated 

(If the PI is a student researcher or not affiliated with Ball State University, a Faculty Sponsor must be listed below.) 
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If this project is funded or if the investigator is seeking funding, list the agency(s) and/or sources. 
If the title of the rant a lication differs from the title of the IRB rotocol, also s eci the rant a 

To comply with the federally-mandated educational requirement, you (and all Key Personnel for this project - including 
the faculty advisorlsponsor) must have completed the online tutorial on the protection of human subjects. A copy of the 
computer-generated certificate indicating your successful completion of this tutorial must either be uploaded with this 
application or be on record in the Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs. 

Have you and all Key Personnel completed this online tutorial? ® Yes 0 No 

Principal Investigator Assurance Statement 

I have read and understand Ball State University's "Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects in Research" as stated 
in the Faculty and Professional Personnel Handbook, and I agree: 

a) to accept responsibility for the scientific and ethical conduct of this research study, 
b) to obtain IRB approval prior to revising or altering the research protocol or the approved Informed Consent text, and 
c) to report immediately to the IRB any serious adverse events andlor unanticipated problems which occur as a result 

of this study. 

The Principal Investigator must electronically sign this study prior to submitting the protocol to the IRB for review. 
When you sign this study as the Principal Investigator, you are also agreeing to the terms in the Principal Investigator 
Assurance Statement above. 
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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY· INSTITUTIONAL ftEVIEW BOARD 

Faculty Sponsor Assurance Statement 
As the Faculty Sponsor for this study, I certify that I have reviewed this protocol and affirm the merit of this research 
project and the competency of the investigator(s) to conduct the project. My involvement in this study is as follows 
(check one option): 

® I will be involved in this project. My name is listed and my responsibilities (described in the Key Personnel 
section) include supervision and oversight of this project. 

o I will be involved in this project. My name is listed and my responsibilities (described in the Key Personnel 
section) in this project are limited (e.g., data analysis only). I affirm that this investigator has the competency 
to conduct this research study without my supervision or that of any other faculty or staff member of 
Ball State University. 

o I will not be involved in any aspect of this project (including data collection). However, I have reviewed this 
protocol and the investigator's research experience and expertise. I affirm that this investigator has the 
competency to conduct this research study without my supervision or that of any other faculty or staff member 
of Ball State University. 

A Faculty Sponsor must electronically sign this study for all student research projects and for all persons not affiliated 
with Ball State University before the protocol is submitted to the IRB for review. When you Sign this study as the 
Faculty Sponsor, you are also agreeing to the terms in the Faculty Sponsor Assurance Statement above and accepting 
responsibility for ensuring that the terms of the Principal Investigator Assurance Statement are met. 

Key Personnel 
List all persons, other than the PI, who will have a role in the research project (refer to an attachment if necessary): 

Name: Elizabeth Dalton I Faculty/Staff 

Department: English 
------------------------------------------------------------

Responsibilities: Supervision, oversight, evaluation of final paper 

Name: I Select one 

Department: 

Responsibilities: 

Name: 

Department: 
I Select one 

Responsibilities: 

Name: 

Department: 
(select one 

Responsibilities: 
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BALL STATE UNIVEKSITY • INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOAltD 

Subject Population 

Check all categories that apply to the subjects: 
DCognitively impaired 
DMinors (individual under age 18 years) 
IB]Normal healthy volunteers 
DPatients/clients 

DPregnant women 
o Prisoners 
DStudents 
DStudent athletes 

DOther, explain: ___________________________ _ 

Will information pertaining to the research be withheld from subjects (incomplete disclosure/deception)? OYes 0 No 
If yes, for what purpose? 

List the location(s) where the research will be conducted: One church from each of the following denominations in 
Valparaiso, Indiana: Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Orthodox, Anglican, Pentecostal, and Presbyterian. 

If advertisements will be used to recruit subjects, indicate the format(s) to be used: 
DF~r DR~~ 
D Newspaper 0 Television (e.g., public access channel) o Electronic media, describe: 
D Other, describe: ---------------------------------------

Collaborators and Permissions 
If any part of the research is to be conducted at another institution with a collaborator, provide the following information 
for the research collaborator: 

Name: ----------------------------------------
Title: ------------------------------------E-mail: Telephone: 

.------------------~~~~-------------. 
Address: 

If any part of the research is to be conducted at an institution, or in conjunction with another organization, other than 
Ball State University, provide the name and contact information for a person who is authorized to give permission to 
conduct the research. Generally, this will be the person who would write a letter of permission to conduct the research. 

Name: -------------------------------------
Title: 

------------------------=--~--------------E-mail: Telephone: Address:! r----------------------'--'-------------------, 
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Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing, leading 
study groups within the church, miSSionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study, you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution, if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings. and how your beliefs on the topic may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's official views on evolution and how. if at all, your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy, the interview will be recorded on audio cassette, with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study, the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the principle investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonymity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the possession of the researcher and deleted after the final product of th is 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only anticipated risk from participating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview, you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465-1991 
204 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 548-8727 
607 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 



Benefits 
Through this study you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it. This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before Signing this form and at any time during 
the study. 

IRB Contact Infonnation 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance. 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306, 
(765) 285-5070. irb@bsu.edu. 

Study Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

Consent 
1,~~Mj.tG£,n..A . agree to participate in this research project entitled, MChristian 
Leaderi' erceptions of Evolution.· I have had the study explained to me and my questions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
tp participate. I understand that I will receive a copy of this informed consent form to keep for 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge, I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

~s. my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name may be used in the study 

o Iy the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

above may be mentioned in the study 

PartiCipant's Signature 

Researcher Contact Infonnation 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

yzrJal 
Date / 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizabeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 265-8362 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 
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Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso. 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing, leading 
study groups within the church. missionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study. you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution. if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings, and how your beliefs on the topic may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's official views on evolution and how, if at all, your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy. the interview will be recorded on audio cassette, with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study. the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the principle investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonymity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the possession of the researcher and deleted after the final product of this 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only anticipated risk from participating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview, you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465-1991 
204 Uncolnway 
ValparaiSO. IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 548-8727 
607 Uncolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 



Beneflts 
Through this study you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it. This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before signing this form and at any time during 
the study. 

IRB Contact Information 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance, 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University, Muncie. IN 47306. 
(765) 285-5070, irb@bsu.edu. 

Study Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

... ** ....... ***** 

Consent, J 
I. '1)ftu,4M . i3tr f:::(Jo:). agree to participate in this research project entitled, "Christian 
Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution.' I have had the study explained to me and my questions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
to participate. I understand that I will receive a copy of this informed consent form to keep f{)r 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge. I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

I(( Yes, my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name may be used in the study 

o Only the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

o None of the above may be mentioned in the study 

{J;At4- -- 3!2-71!:7 / 1 ! 

PartiCipant's Signature Date 

Researcher Contact Information 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizabeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 285-8382 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 
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Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing. leading 
study groups within the church, missionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study. you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution, if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings. and how your beliefs on the topic may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's official views on evolution and how, if at all. your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy, the interview will be recorded on audio cassette. with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study. the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the principle investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonymity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the posseSSion of the researcher and deleted after the final product of this 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only anticipated risk from participating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview. you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465·1991 
204 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 54S.a727 
607 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
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§enefits 
Through this study you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it. This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before signing this form and at any time during 
the study. 

IRB Contact Information 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance, 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306, 
(765) 285-5070, irb@bsu.edu. 

Study Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

---
Consent 
I, , agree to partiCipate in this research project entitled, 'Christian 
Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution.» I have had the study explained to me and my questions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
to participate. I understand that I will receive a copy of this informed consent form to keep for 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge, I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

ir/ Yes, my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name may be used in the study 

o Only the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

o None of the above may be mentioned in the study 

&k ~ j --2 ';3-Q';} 

Participant's Signature 

Researcher Contact Information 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

Date 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizsbeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 285-8382 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 

mailto:edalton@bsu.edu
mailto:snevers@bsu.edu
mailto:irb@bsu.edu


Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing, leading 
study groups within the church, missionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study, you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution, if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings, and how your beliefs on the topic may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's official views on evolution and how, if at all, your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy, the interview will be recorded on audio cassette, with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study, the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the principle investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonymity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the posseSSion of the researcher and deleted after the final product of this 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only antiCipated risk from participating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview, you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465-1991 
204 Uncolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 548-8727 
607 Uncolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
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Benefit! 
Through this stUdY you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Yoluntarx Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before signing this form and at any time during 
the study. 

IRB Contact Information 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance, 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306, 
(765) 285-5070, irb@bsu.edu. 

~tydy Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

--
ponse~t 
I, .f;IA' G-, t ~ II' /'.> , agree to participate in this research project entitled, uChristian 
Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution." I have had the study explained to me and my ques~ions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
to participate. I understand that I will receive a copy of this informed consent form to keep for 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge, I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

Yes, my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

Only my name may be used in the study 

Only the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

None of th bove may be mentioned in the study 

Researcher Contact Information 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

\ 
Date 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizabeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 285-8382 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 

mailto:edalton@bsu.edu
mailto:snevers@bsu.edu
mailto:irb@bsu.edu


Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing, leading 
study groups within the church, missionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study, you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution, if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings, and how your beliefs on the topic may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's offICial views on evolution and how, if at all, your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy, the interview will be recorded on audio cassette, with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study, the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the prinCiple investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonymity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the possession of the researcher and deleted after the final product of this 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only anticipated risk from partiCipating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview, you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465-1991 
204 Uncolnway 
ValparaiSO. IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 548-8727 
607 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 



Benerrts 
Through this study you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it. This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before signing this form and at any time during 
the study. 

IRa Contact Information 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance, 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306, 
(765) 285-5070, irb@bsu.edu. 

Study Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

---
Consent 
I, , agree to participate in this research project entitled, "Christian 
Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution." I have had the study explained to me and my questions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
to participate. I understand that I will receive a copy of this informed consent form to keep for 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge, I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

• Yes, my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name may be used in the study 

o Only the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

o None of the above may be mentioned in the study 

~J4 s--q-CC( 
Participant's Signature 

Researcher Contact Information 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

Date 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizabeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 285-8382 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 

mailto:irb@bsu.edu


Study Title Christian Leader's Perceptions of Evolution 

Study Purpose and Rationale 
The objective of this study is to determine how Christian leaders in the Valparaiso, 

Indiana, area perceive Darwin's theory of natural selection and what effect, if any, it has on their 
teachings. Through this study I hope to clarify different churches' stances on the topic so 
communities can understand how the two interact and find the balance between science and 
faith. 

Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
To be eligible to participate in this study, you must be an ordained leader of your respective 
church and be involved with teachings within the church. This may include sermonizing, leading 
study groups within the church. missionary work, or youth ministries. 

Participation Procedures and Duration 
For this study, you will be asked to participate in an interview. The questions asked are meant to 
examine your knowledge and opinions of the theory of evolution. if and in what context the topic 
comes up in your teachings, and how your beliefs on the topiC may influence your congregation. 
Questions will also address your denomination's official views on evolution and how, if at all, your 
personal views differ. The interview should take no more than one hour. 

Audio or Video Tapes 
For purposes of accuracy, the interview will be recorded on audio cassette. with your permission. 
If you prefer not to be named in this study, the tape and any notes made will be labeled only by 
denomination. The tapes and notes will remain in the possession of the prinCiple investigator, and 
only the investigator and faculty advisor will review them. When the project is completed, the 
tapes will be erased. 

Data Confidentiality or Anonvmity 
If you so choose, your name and the name of your church will not appear in the final product of 
the study and will be referred to only by denomination. 

Storage of Data 
All data will remain in the possession of the researcher and deleted after the final product of this 
study is finished. Only the researcher and faculty advisor will have access to the data. 

Risks or Discomforts 
The only anticipated risk from participating in this study is that you may not feel comfortable 
answering some of the questions. You may choose not to answer any question that makes you 
uncomfortable and you may choose to end the interview at any time. If you should continue to 
feel uncomfortable after the interview, you may consider seeking counseling. Suggestions for 
counseling centers in the area are listed below. Neither the investigator nor Ball State University 
are financially responsible for counseling sought. 

Center for Christian Counseling 
(219) 465-1991 
204 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Choices Counseling Services 
(219) 548-8727 
607 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
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Benefits 
Through this study you will have the opportunity to clarify your church's stances on a 
controversial theory and dispel any myths or misunderstandings surrounding it. This will benefit 
the community by helping people find the balance between science and their faith. 

Voluntary Participation 
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your 
permission at anytime for any reason without penalty or prejudice from the investigator. Please 
feel free to ask any questions of the investigator before signing this fonn and at any time during 
the study. 

IRB Contact Information 
For one's rights as a research subject, you may contact the following: Research Compliance, 
Office of Academic Research and Sponsored Programs, Ball State University. Muncie, IN 47306, 
(765) 285-5070, irb@bsu.edu. 

Study Title Christian Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution 

.. *** ..... 

Consent 
I, ,agree to participate in this research project entitled, ·Christian 
Leaders' Perceptions of Evolution." I have had the study explained to me and my questions have 
been answered to my satisfaction. I have read the description of this project and give my consent 
to participate. I understand that' will receive a copy of this infonned consent form to keep for 
future reference. 

To the best of my knowledge, I meet the inclusion/exclusion criteria for participation (described on 
the previous page) in this study. 

Please check one of the following: 

~ Yes, my name, church name, and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name and denomination may be used in the study 

o Only my name may be used in the study 

o Only the name of my denomination may be used in the study 

r ,0 None of the above mar be mentioned in the study 

,bLAJ, ~ ~ 00 J!o~ 
Participant's Signature 

Researcher Contact Information 

Principal Investigator: 

Shannon N. Evers, Undergraduate Student 
Biology Department 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (219) 309-7078 
Email: snevers@bsu.edu 

Date 

Faculty Supervisor: 

Elizabeth Dalton 
Department of English 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47306 
Telephone: (765) 285-8382 
Email: edalton@bsu.edu 

mailto:irb@bsu.edu



