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Introduction 

This paper presents the results of a questionnare sent 

through the three Muncie, Indiana high schools in October, 1971. 

The purpose of the study was to find what influences young 

people in their selection of books for outside reading. 

One of the main questions that I felt needed an answer was 

whether or not the teacher, especially the English teacher, 

has any influence on the book a youth chooses to read for 

pleasure. If the teacher does affect the choice to a sig

nificant degree, then her cooperation with the librarian in 

suggesting books to be acquired should be utilized. The 

other influences that impress the youth to read a book in 

his free time should also be known to teachers and librar-

ians so that they can use these same sources and familiarize 

themselves with the types of books likely to be enjoyed by 

the students. Since many English teachers have classroom 

collections, often of paperbacks, my findings may aid them 

in selecting books which will circulate more often. 

As a student with an English major and a Library Science 

minor, I was also interested from a librarian's point of 

view in the criteria used by young adults for selection. 

Although many of my questions did not apply directly to 

classroom or library influences, I believe they are important 
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for aid in selecting more current material while not neg

lecting the standard and necessary material which has al

ready been accepted for the library. 

The two-page questionnaire was sent to Northside, South

side, and Central High Schools in Muncie with approval from 

the superintendent's office and cooperation of the three 

principals involved. Of the 120 questionnaires sent out, 

40 to each of the three schools, 111 were returned. The 

survey was limited to English students in the eleventh grade 

for two reasons. First, I wanted the questionnaire to be 

distributed to one academic and one general English class 

in each of the schools. Since twelfth graders are not re

quired to take English, I felt I could get a more repre

sentative tally by using the eleventh graders. Secondly, 

the students would have had enough experience in selecting 

from the sources I mention while they were ninth and tenth 

graders to enable them to answer the questions. This would 

not be so if I had used younger students, since the survey 

was taken so early in the academic year. 

The questions were simple so that the students would 

not feel they were being tested. I felt they would give 

more honest answers if they had no reason to become impa

tient or annoyed by trying to find a "right" answer. Most 

of the questions called for a simple choice of "Never," 

"Seldom," or "Often. II In interpreting the results I added 
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"Seldom" and "Often" responses together to get the total 

percentage of the students who were sometimes influenced 

by a certain factor. 

I found that more students were reading for pleasure 

than I had expected. Also it was interesting to note that, 

while the English teacher's influence was much higher than 

I had thought it would be in the combined college and non-
o 

college bound tally, I found that a higher percentage of 

those going to college were influenced by classes other than 

English. The English teacher had a slightly higher influ-

ence on those who were not going to college, which was 

something that I had not expected to find. Since my own 

goal is to become a high school librarian, it was disap-

pointing to find that about two-thirds of the students never 

asked the librarian to suggest a good book to read. While 

I was aware that this had been noticed by others, I had 

hoped the trend would be changing. As I expected, more of 

the students preferred fiction for their outside reading; 

however, the percentage difference between fiction and non-

fiction preference was not as great as I had thought it 

would be. Although I was not surprised that the favorite 

category of the non-college bound student was "Love," I had 

thought perhaps "Current Events" or "Historical Fiction" 

might be the choice of the college-bound group; instead 

they chose "Sports" as their favorite category. 
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Almost all of the students browse around until they 

find something that looks interesting. At least the lib-

rarian can have some indirect influence here by having a 

good selection of interesting titles. She would also be 

wise to watch the movies and try to get books connected 

with them in some way because I found an overwhelmi.ng in-

fluence of the motion picture on young adults' selection 

of outside reading. Television influence was only slightly 

below that of movies. We often hear that our youth are 

so audio-visual oriented that they have quit reading; I 

was happy to find that movies and television definitely 

have a positive effect on reading. The influence of friends 

is also significant, equal to that of television. The above 

mentioned influences were those which I feel were the most 

important. 

Since I was not l.nterested in the sociological dif-

ferences which migh'v exist between the schools, I eombined 

all the questionnaires for the overall results; these are 

reported in Chapter I: Then I separated those who plan to 

go to college from those who do not; Chapter II contains 

the comparison of the results of those two tabulations. 

The last chapter is a comparison of my data with the 

1In this report the percentages are rounded to the 
nearest one. More accurate statistics are reported in 
the appendices. 
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findings of other researchers. I have included, as Appendix 

I, the actual questionnaire form used. Appendix II shows 

the breakdown of the college bound and non-college bound 

tabulations. 

What I learned about young adults' outside reading 

indicates that books are complementary to television and 

movies, and the majority of young people still enjoy reading. 

I feel encouraged by the survey results; it's good to know 

that reading for pleasure is not a thing of the past to 

today's youth. 
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Chapter I 

The Overall Results of the Survey 

This chapter will present the results of a survey, the 

aim of which was to find what influences young people in 

their selection of books for outside reading. I asked 

students from the three Muncie, Indiana high schools some 

questions about their personal reasons for choosing a book. 

In order to get as representative a picture as possible, I 

chose to send my questionnaire through eleventh grade 

English classes, one academic and one general, in each 

school. I combined all the questionnaires to get an idea 

of the sources used by the students as selection aids and 

also those sources which were not used by students. Hope

fully the results will help teachers and librarians in 

their selection of books for their classroom or library 

collections by showing which sources are having a current 

influence on young people. 

In an attempt to keep the questionnaire simple so that 

no one would feel frustrated when answering the questions, 

the responses for most of the questions were a choice of 

"Never," "Seldom," and "Often." In reporting the results, 

I have added "Seldom and "Often" responses together to get 

the total of those who were at some time influenced by any 
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factor. In this chapter the results will be given in per

centages rounded to the nearest one. More accurate sta

tistics are reported in Appendix I on the actual question

naire form used in the survey. 

I had hoped to find that the English teacher had a high 

percentage of influence on her students, and the survey 

showed that she does have; in fact, she had more than I had 

expected. The librarian had very little influence in compar

ison, which was really not an unexpected finding, but dis

appointing just the same. Audio-visual impact on reading 

selection is highly significant and pleasing, as is that 

of friends. 

The answer I was most interested in was whether or not 

the English teacher's suggestion of a book that the student 

might find interesting had influenced the student's selection. 

Her suggestion had often influenced 27 percent of the students. 

This is a high percentage when you consider that only 28 per

cent often read for pleasure. Another 55 percent reported 

that they sometimes read for pleasure, and 51 percent re

ported that the English teacher had sometimes influenced 

their selection of a book for reading on their own time. 

This makes her quite influential with those who are reading. 

Only 21 percent had never been influenced by the English 

teacher, which naturally includes the 16 percent who read only 

what is required. 
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When asked if the required reading for an English class 

had influenced them to read a book on a similar subject, 

a low 14 percent said it had often influenced them. It had 

never influenced 28 percent. Yet, if it does only seldom 

influence 58 percent, this indicates that the required read

ing does influence most of those who do read at some time 

for pleasure. One other question pertaining to the impor

tance of the English classroom influence was whether or not 

the required reading of any particular author influenced 

students to read a book by the same author outside of class; 

to 30 percent of the respondents it did not, while to 23 

percent it often did. Forty-seven percent were seldom in

fluenced by this required reading of a particular author. 

A suggestion of the English teacher, then, is five percent 

more influential than required reading of a certain theme 

and eight percent more influential than required reading of 

a certain author. Therefore, it is important for the English 

teacher to make suggestions that are interesting so she will 

not lose her place of trust with her students. Perhaps some 

of the other answers will give ideas whe can use, in addition 

to the prepared bibliographies available to her as a teacher, 

to keep her suggestions timely. 

In an effort to be objective and not claim all of the 

reading influences for the English Department, the students 

were asked if their selection of outside reading had been 
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influenced by classes other than English. This was rather 

broad and would include the subject as well as the teacher 

influence. Those who had never been influenced in any way 

was equal for English and all other subject combined (21 

percent). It is a little deflating to note that 30 percent 

had often been influenced by other subjects, compared to the 

27 percent who had often been influenced by the English 

teacher. Another 49 percent had been influenced at some time, 

giving all other subjects a total of 79 percent who were 

influenced in their choice of a book to read in their free 

time. Almost every subject was mentioned at least once, 

including Foods and Gym, when the students were asked to 

name the subject or subjects which had influenced them, show

ing a wide range of influence throughout the school. How

ever, History was mentioned most often. It was influential 

with 50 percent of the students, but the English teacher 

still leads with a 78 percent influence. Science, all cate

gories, influenced 24 percent, with the next runner-up, Latin, 

influencing only a small seven percent. 

There were other factors that had as much or more influ

ence on student's selection than teachers or classroom sub

jects, and the rest of the questionnaire was devoted to these 

possible influences. Librarians, for instance, depend on 

reviews in newspapers and magazines for much of their selection, 

so I wondered if students used these as selection sources also. 
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students who never consult book reviews in newspapers numbered 

67 percent, which is not very surprising since there are seldom 

any reviews in the local papers. Nine percent said they did 

use them often, which indicates that nine percent probably read 

out-of-town newspapers. Those who consult book reviews in 

magazines was a little higher, 15 percent; although 53 percent 

never did. The 31 percent who sometimes use them and the 15 

percent who often did were asked to list which magazines they 

consulted. As with the list of school subjects which had 

influenced them, almost every conceivable, and some inconceiv

able, magazine was mentioned at least once. Librarians often 

read book reviews from Newsweek and Time; although 33 percent 

of the students use Time, only 13 percent use Newsweek book 

reviews. Surprisingly, Life lead with 40 percent of the 

students, and Look (another surprise) tied with Newsweek at 

13 percent. Perhaps Life as a good selection source is being 

overlooked by librarians. 

Then there are the book lists, those recommended for 

students who plan to go to college and those of most interest 

to the publishers, the best-seller lists. The college pre

paratory lists vary but often contain many of the same sel

ections, and probably both teachers and librarians use one or 

another at some time for selection or suggestions to students. 

Since 48 percent of the students plan to go to college and 

40 percent sometimes use these lists, in addition to the 17 
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percent who often use them, this speaks well for their effec

tiveness. The best-seller lists, which librarians and teachers 

are often wary of due to the sensational and transitory nature 

of some of the books that sell best, are used often by only 

one percent more than often used the college preparatory lists. 

But they were used at some time by 55 percent and never used 

by only 27 percent. Neither type can be ignored. Perhaps the 

lists designed for the future college student need to be 

given more publicity to increase the percentage of those who 

use them often. 

The question answered "Often" more than any other was, 

"])0 you browse around until you find a title that looks inter

esting?" Obviously the teacher can be of little help here, un

less by suggesting enough titles in class that the student may 

find a familiar one as he browses. The selection here seems 

to depend mostly on the author's choice of title. Only five 

percent said they never select a book in this manner. 

Unhappily for the librarian, she rates lowest of all in 

the amount of influence on selection of books for outside 

reading. Only six percent often ask her for suggestions, while 

a large 67 percent never do. Any influence she may have with 

most of the students would have to be indirect, such as book 

displays or selection of "interesting" titles. 

The clear plastic book covers used in many libraries 

preserve the book jacket with its unique and often colorful 
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design. They are a good investment since the attractive

ness of the book jacket often influences 33 percent to read 

the book, while another 43 percent oc c a sionally select a 

book for this reason. The internal attractiveness of the 

book is not as important. Only ten percent often choose a 

book because it has illustrations inside, and 47 percent 

never choose on this basis. Only book reviews and librar

ian's suggestions had more "Never" responses. 

When it comes to buying their own book rather than 

checking it out at the library, only 19 percent often pre

fer to do this; 42 percent never do. When asked if they 

had a definite subject in mind when they went to a library 

or book store, 42 percent said that they often did have. 

Since 50 percent seldom have a definite subject in mind 

and another eight percent never do, possibly the librarian 

could make herself more useful to this large group by having 

more interesting displays of books. 

The card catalog is checked by 40 percent of the students 

before going to the shelves when they are looking for books 

on specific subjects. Their knowledge of the card catalog, 

whether taught by the English teacher or by the librarian in 

special instruction classes, is worth while to them. Only 

15 percent never use it, so it seems that there has been a 

good degree of success on the part of their instructors; how

ever these few students need to be identified by the teacher 
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so they can be given individual help if they are not using 

the card catalog because they do not know how it is arranged. 

These young people have grown up in an audio-visual 

oriented world, so it is not surprising that motion pictures 

and television (including televised movies) have a large 

number of students responding that they are often or some

times influenced by these two factors. Only six percent 

have never been influenced by motion pictures; in fact, motion 

pictures had the highest percentage of total influence of any 

item that the students were asked about. Television was only 

slightly behind with ten percent reporting that they have 

never been influenced by it. Movies often influenced 44 per

cent to choose a book for outside reading; television often 

influenced 39 percent. Teachers and librarians need to be 

more aware of these two major sources of influence and find 

ways to incorporate current programs on television and 

recent movies into their own book selection choices and sug

gestions. 

The suggestion of a friend had the identical number of 

"Never" responses that television had, making this a valuable 

influence on a student's choice for free-time reading. More

over, friends had the highest number of "Often" responses, 

with the exception of "browsing," which actually makes this 

slightly more influential than television. Perhaps teachers 

could have more informal, non-graded book talks to give 
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students more opportunities to recommend books to their 

friends that they have enjoyed reading. 
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When indicating their preference for fiction or non

fiction for outside reading, the largest group (47 percent) 

reported that they read the two equally. The next largest 

group (34 percent) read mostly fiction, but only two per

cent read only fiction. "Non-fiction Only" was not chosen 

by any of the students; however, 18 percent said that they 

read mostly non-fiction. Sixty percent said that they did 

prefer to read books in only a few categories. They picked 

"Love" slightly over "Crime" followed by "Sports" and 

"Science Fiction" as their favorite categories. 

The students were then given an opportunity to mention 

any other influences on their choice of outside reading. 

Fourteen percent responded with a variety of answers. Only 

one, "Parents," was mentioned more than once. 

If young people in Muncie are typical, there is a good 

amount of reading being done by students other than assigned 

school reading. This should be pleasing to both teachers 

and librarians regardless of the sources of influence. 



Chapter II 

Comparison of Survey Results Eetween 

College and Non-college Eound Students 

Since almost one-half of the students (48 percent) indi

cated that they were going to college after graduation, this 

seemed significant enough to merit further study to note the 

differences between the college bound and non-college bound 

groups. In the "College Only" tabulation there were slightly 

more males (52 percent) than females planning to continue 

their education. Ey contrast, only 36 percent of those not 

going to college were males. 

As would be expected, about three times as many non

college bound read only what is required for class. Twenty

five percent of the non-college group, as compared. to 32 per

cent of the college bound group, read often for pleasure. The 

majority of both groups read sometimes for pleasure. 

The required reading in the English classroom. influences 

more college than non-college bound to read a book on a simi

lar subject. Only 22 percent of the college bound were never 

influenced by this required reading contrasted to 33 percent 

of non-college bound. A low 18 percent of the college bound 

were often influenced but an even lower ten percent of the 

non-college students were often influenced. An impressive 
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total of 78 percent college and 66 percent non-college bound 

students were influenced to some degree by this required reading. 

Another question pertaining to the English classroom 

influence was, "Has the required reading in English class 

of the work of any particular author influenced you to read 

a book by the same author outside of class?" Only 20 per

cent of the college bound had never been so influenced, but 

almost twice as many non-college bound (39 percent) had 

never been influenced by anyone author. Expectedly, 29 

percent of the college bound had often been so influenced, 

and only 18 percent of the non-college. Since this does 

affect 80 percent of the college bound students favorably, 

as well as 61 percent of the non-college bound it shows 

the value of the selection for required reading of authors 

with more than one good book to recommend them. 

It was disappointing to note that the English teacher 

had never made a suggestion that influenced 23 percent of 

her college bound students in outside reading, and 20 per

cent of the non-college bound students were never influenced 

by her. She had often influenced more of the college 

students (32 percent). The English teacher's total influ

ence of 80 percent on the non-college compared with 77 

percent on the college bound student is impressive, al

though I had hoped to find a little more influence on the 

college bound than the other way around. The English 
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teacher appears to be doing a commendable amount of influencing 

of outside reading choices. 

While 87 percent of those going to college had been 

influenced by classes other than English (seven percent more 

than were ever influenced in any way by English classes) only 

72 percent of those not going to college had. This is still 

a high percentag~ but the English teacher's 80 percent influence 

is still a little higher for non-college students. Only 13 

percent of the college bound had never been influenced by 

another subject. Of those identifying which subject had had 

the most influence, 66 percent chose history. Forty percent of 

those not going to college named history as an influence, al

though this was way ahead of the 15 percent who named science. 

Science was also second in other subject influences in the 

college bound group where 37 percent said it had affected 

their choice of outside reading. 

Book reviews in newspapers had a negligible effect on 

both groups with 74 percent of the non-college never using 

them and 60 percent of those going to college never using them. 

Only eight percent of the non-college and 11 percent of college 

bound students used them often. Magazine reviews fared slightly 

better with the college bound group, 20 percent often using them, 

and 45 percent reporting that they never use them. They were 

less popular with those not going to college; 62 percent never 

use them. 
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The best-seller lists were more popular than I had 

expected with the college bound; 16 percent used them 

often and 64 percent sometimes. Although 20 percent said 

they never consulted them, 34 percent of the non-college 

group never did. Of course the lists recommended for 

those who plan to go to college were utilized much more 

by the college bound than non-college. A large 61 per

cent of those not going to college never use these lists 

in contrast to the 23 percent of college bound who never 

do. 

Attractive book jackets influenced the selection of 

about one-third in each group often. The total amount of 

influence on 71 percent of the college bound and 80 per

cent of the non-college bound was higher than I had ex

pected. This knowledge could certainly be utilized by 

the librarians in book displays. 

Movies had a strong influence on both groups. Eighty

nine percent of the college bound and almost all of the 

non-college bound, 98 percent, had selected books from 

which motion pictures had been made. Television had a 

lesser effect than movies on non-college bound, only 90 

percent. The identical amount, 89 percent of college 

bound, had been influenced by television as by movies 

in their book selection. Television, then is almost 

equal in influence on college and non-college students. 
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I do not think teachers should attempt to sway young 

people away from these audio-visual sources which have 

such a significant amount of influence on young adult's 

choice of free-time reading. 

Not one student in my survey read only non-fiction. 

Only one college bound and one non-college bound read only 

fiction. Fifty percent of the college bound and 43 percent 

non-college bound read equally fiction and non-fiction. 

The next highest category was "Mostly Fiction," which was 

about one-third of each group. Strangely enough, more non

college (22 percent) said they read mostly non-fiction 

than those planning to go to college (14 percent). 

Slightly over half of the college and one third of 

the non-college bound often had definite subjects in mind 

when they went into the library or book store. Only five 

percent college and ten percent non-college bound never 

had a definite subject in mind. Forty-eight percent of 

those going to college check the card catalog often before 

going to the shelves, while only 33 percent of those not 

going do so, yet an almost equal amount checked "Never" 

(16 percent college and 15 percent non-college). Almost 

all of the students like to browse. Only four percent of 

those going to college and seven percent of those not 

going never browse around looking for an interesting title. 



The librarian is often asked for suggestions by only 

nine percent of those students going to college. A 

bottom-scraping three percent of those not going to 

college often ask her for suggestions for outside reading. 

Two-thirds of students in each category never ask her 

for suggestions. Twenty-one percent of college bound and 

16 percent non-college often prefer to buy a book rather 

than checking it out of the library. They are outnumbered 

by those who never do, 37 percent of those going to college 

and 46 percent of those not going. The total of those who 

have prefered to buy at some time equal 62 percent for 

college bound and 53 percent for non-college bound. 

Contrary to my expectations, more of the non-college 

students~2 percent) than college bound students (40 per

cent) never chose a book because it had illustrations 

inside. Sixty percent college and 47 percent of the non

college did choose on this basis at some time. 

A majority of students preferred to read books from 

only a few categories, 62 percent of those going to college 

and 70 percent of those not going. I asked the students to 

check their three favorites. "Love," "Crime," and "Science 

Fiction" were chosen in that order by those not going to 

college. It was hard to believe that "Sports" led the 

college bound list (it was fourth with non-college students) 

followed by "Crime" with just one less vote, then by "Love." 
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"Science Fiction" was fourth with college bound, but much 

further down the list in popularity. "Current Events" was 

the least read category for those not going to college 

and next to last for those going. "Historical Fiction" 

was read least by the college bound group. 

Friends influenced more college bound students (93 

percent) than any other single factor, followed by movies 

and television. Fourth in influence was teacher and 

classroom influence in some subject other than English, 

with the English classroom influence ranking fifth for 

those going to college. For those not going to college, 

movies, television, and friends in that order, were fol

lowed by English classroom influence on selection of books 

for outside reading. As can be seen, the differences be

tween these positive influences on college and non-college 

students are not extreme. 
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Chapter III 

Comparisons \{i th Other Reports 

There are abundant reports on what young people are 

reading. l,ists of titles, usually in the order of popularity 

as rated by the students, can be found in many ~eriodicals. 

Since no t\vO are identical, I saH no need for one more to be 

made, so I asked no questions about specific books. There 

are also many articles written about reading programs in the 

classroom, some even devoted to encouraging read .. ing for 

pleasure, but they are ahvays from the teacher's point of 

view. Fe"" researchers, hmlever, seem interested in why young 

people choose a certain book for reading in their free time. 

Those ",Tho do not read for pleasure during high school years 

are not likely to do so after graduation; therefore, I felt 

that knm'ling ~ some do read for pleasure could help the 

teacher find the way to guide others to read for pleasure. 

One sUl~ey of books that were most popular among high 

school students in :?lint, Hichigan, Los Angeles, California, 

and Hassau, New York showed that of the thirt~r titles listed 

only four or possibly six could be considered relatively new. 1 

1Juli~ Ruf'sell, "Young Adult Reading Patterns--Time for 
a Change," Bookmark, 29 (1969) pp. 10-11. 
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Of the twenty which were mentioned more than once, only three 

were relati vel:" recent. The researcher felt tha.t this was 

the f~ult of the teachers and librarians for not acqu8.inting 

y01mg people with exciting new titles. She felt that the 

librarian had a responsibility to communicate more with the 

teachers and students abnut new books. My finding that the 

Ii bra.rian has iTer;{ little direct influence on the student, 

while teachers of En~lish and history do have, indicates that 

the librarian should keep the teachers informed of new books 

and encourage them to suggest these to the students. 

Ruth Warnke, Deput~r Director of the American Library 

Association is quoted as saying, "Librarians and their 

natrons are of one mind a.bout beautiful books, and the ugly 

book will sit on the shelf until its content is reco[?1ized 

? as necessar'J." - Sevent.r-six percent of the students thRt I 

surveyed were influenced by attractive book jackets, which 

indicates that she is correct. She also states, "Good 

illustr;:J.tions can lure libraria.ns into buyi.ng books and the 

abaense of illustrations drive them into a frenzy.,,3 The 

librarian might be getting upset with little cause since only 

ten percent of the students in my survey often chose a book 

2Dorothy E. Sutherland, "Chicago Clinic Opens Show and 
Hears Librarians' Opinions," Publishers Weekl'y, 194, 1 ,Tuly, 
1968, pp. 78-86. 

3Ibid • 
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on the basj~s of good illustrations, contrast.ed with 47 

percent who never do. \'Jarnke continues in the same article, 

"The name and frame of an author can nudge the librarian 

into buying a book." Hhile I can find no other studies 

on how students feel about a particular author, I found 

that only 30 percent were never influenced b~T this and 

23 percent often were. 'Phis seems to be a good basis for 

selection of some of the books in libraries or classroom 

collections. 

In reporting on a 1970 survey of the most popular and 

most frequently circulated books in all Detroit school lib-

raries, Ella Jean Wjlson made the broad generalization that 

sentiment expired with I,Jorld 'dar II. L Al though I found 

that "Love" topped the list of cateeories students prefer 

most, I have to admit that "Crime" was a close second. 

Then she comments, I1Relevancy is the operative word for 

this age group" Under the cool, youth is involved 

and passionate, searching for grave answers to agonizing 

questions.IIS Unless Detroit's young people are extremely 

different from those in r·1uncie this seems too strong a 

generalization, for here only 18 percent read mostly non-

fiction and not one student reads only non-fiction. Also 

4Ella Jean \olilson, tiThe Cool Youth is Searching, II 
Wiss:.9-}.sin Library Bulletin, 66, Hay 1970, pp. 130-132. 

Ibid. 
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"Current "!!:vent8" W:J-S chosen less often than any other c8te-

gory as one they preferred to read. She had no definite 

statistics in the article but concluded, "It is indeed 

p08sible that hoys and girls ",ith real curiosities, needs 

aY1d anxieties might prefer simple lucid non-fiction kinds 

of discllssion. II T nid not survey for curiosity, ne<eds, or 

anxieties, and "migrt" is too general a term to quarrel with. 

However, I do not feel thC',t the non-fiction preference 

level is as hiCh as she believes it is in Detroit, since 

only 18 percent of the students I surveyed read mostly 

non-fiction. 

Reporting on a detailed study, made by James R. Sauire 

and Rog-er K. Applebee, of advanced students in :3uperior 

hieh schools only, Robert T,ucas says that they found that 

students "relied heavily" on book lists provided by the 

school and teachers. 6 I am sure none of my three schools 

would qualify as "superior," but in comparinc coll!'!~e-bounn 

youth, T fotmd that ?~ nercent never use recormnenil,ecl lists 

and only ?R nercent do of'ten. They also found that their 

students "relied heavil~,"" on teacher recommennations as 

well as those of fellm.,r students. The teacher influence 

waR less impressive here in TTuncie where only 32 percent 

6Robert A. Lucas, "The High School Libr;lry and Personal 
Reading of studentR,1I School Libraries, (S1l.rmner, 1967) Pp. 
11-19. 
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often used the ::luggestion of an English teacher. By 

contra8t, S5 percent of my college-bound group '."ere often 

influenced by friends. Since only seven percent npver 

we"-,e influenced by a frienil.'s suggestion, I feel this is 

a !:'ather "heaVJ~1I reliance; ac;ain there were no actual 

statistics given in the prticle, only conclusions. The 

same articlp. reported th:1.t more colleGe-bonntl students 

preferred history, current problems and science; my 

findings agreed with the history and science nreference, 

bnt current events Has ver;r 1mr in preference. Their 

non-col1e,:;e bonna pTeferred detective or myster:y- novel!'; 

and romance stories, while I found that only five per-

cent more of m;;' non-college bound chose "Crime" than did 

college bO'tmd; ?2 percent more non-college bound chO::le 

"Love" as a preferred category. 

Donald R. Gallo made an interestinB" study of the 

entire eleventh [;Tade at t",O different central New York 

state schools in ortler to eet a renresentative cross-

section of American youth. Hjs article is the only one 

I f01md that asked "Ifuo, or what, influences adolescent 

reading ta.stes?"? "In answer to the simple question I Do 

you like to read?' a majority ••• said Yes ••• and 

?Donald R. Gallo, "Free Reading and Book Reports-
An I'nformal Survey of Grade Eleven," Journal of Reading, 
11 April 1968, pp. 512-518. Subsequent references ,.,ill 
be made to this article. 
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slightly more than 20 -percent of the students said no." 

Only slightly more than 1 h :percent of the studentfl l
C 

surveyed said they read only what was required. Gallo 

fO"lmd that 62 percent read primarily for enjoyment (a 

fe,,, read to get into college or to sA.tisfy parents) II 

while I found that 83 percent read sometimeR or oftEm 

fol:' -pleasure. 

He found t~l'l.t thE' majority of students -preferrHd 

lic;ht fiction, with spy thrillers dominating. 1: fO"lmd 

"Love" was selected only slightly more than "Crime." 

More of my answers were "Equall;}T fiction and non-fietion," 

(47 percent), while another 34 percent were "Only f:i.ction," 

which indicates a majority of Muncie students also pre-

fer fiction. 

Gallo found, as T did, that movies II • • • have a 

nositive effect on reading. More than 62 percent of the 

students had read a book after seeing the movie version." 

He had included movies seen on television in this question. 

J"fy survey showed vastly more influence; a large 9!1 percent 

were influenced by movies. 

Gallo's s1Jrvey showed that, "What students have to 

say to each other about the books the~r read has far more 

influence on future reading than any other person oJ:' 8..'1.y 

other device. • T<'or suggestions of eood 'books to read, 

8 mFl~ority of the eleventh gradel:'s go most often to friends." 



~1y sm.:-vey also sh01.,red that a large number (90 percent) of 

the students were influer>ced b~r friends. (Gano gave no 

pe'::'centp.ge for this influence.) _u thouCh I found that a 

friend I s s'lS'{jestion had more influence than Cl-!'J;r other 

factor on college bound Fltlldents, movies and television 

were more influential on those not coing to college. 

Gallo found the influence of English teachers some

what disturbing. Tn one school they were at the tlbottom 

of the list of sources," with only three percent of the 

students p;oiY'_g to them often for sue:gestions. "By con

trast, in the other school, the third largest n.erce~ta~e 

of students listed teachers first.tI This is hard to com

pare since I did not ask which source was used first; how

ever, J did find that Rnp;lish teachers were often a source 

of influence to ?7 uercent of the students and never were 

to only 21 per~ent. Only six percent of my students sur

veyed go often to the librarian. Similarily, Gallo fOlmd 

that less than five percent of the stu<'l.ents in his survey 

went most often to the librarian. In fact, she was !lfar

thest omm the listll in hath Nevi York schools surve;red, 

just as she was in TvTuncie. 

\Vhen asked what prompted them to read the book they 

were reading at present or had read most recently, after 

the influence of friends, Gallo found that most students 

were reading a book they had "just picked up." This would 



probabl~T be comparable to my auestion about browsinp,', \vhic., 

62 percent (my highest 110ftenll percentage recorded) of the 

students said the;T often did before selecting a book to 

read. 

The recommendation of an English teacher was IIfar from 

sic:nificant," Gallo found, although 14 percent of boys ,,,ere 

then reading a book suggested by the English teacher. A 

few students in his survey were reading books sug~ested by 

history teacheTs. I also found that history teachers vle:c'e 

mentioned more than an,y other subject except English. "A 

few more \.,ere reading books after having seen the movie or 

after having read another book by the same author. • • • 

Only one boy vlaS readinr; a book that had been suggested 

by a librarian,tf said Gallo in his summary. 

The results of my survey were coraparable with Donald 

Gallo I s in most areas ,;'1e both used eleventh grade stu

dents of various learninp: abilities, and, in YI,ost j.nstances, 

the conclusions were similar. 



Afterthoughts 

If I had ever done a questionnaire before and had known 

how difficult the tabulation would be when done by hand, and 

if I had known that Ball State University had an Educational 

Research Department which would have been happy to 11ave 

counted my results in several different ways by computer, I 

would have devised. a questionnaire that could have "been 

answered on standard computer forms with perhaps five degrees 

to choose from, such as: Never, Seldom, Sometimes, Often, and 

Ahrays. One of the students wrote on the paper that "Some

times" should have been included. Until then, I had not 

realized that "Seldom" probably had a negative connotation 

to many people. 

Another problem arose when I tried to count the answers 

to question Number 24. The students were asked to pick three 

categories they preferred to read and number them as one, two, 

and three in the order of preference. Some just checked 

three with check marks, so I found it impossible to put them 

in preference order as I had intended. Instead, I listed 

them by the amount of marks each category received. 

Some of the other researchers mentioned Parents, Book 

Displ~s, Advertising, and Hobbies. I had not thou~ht to 

include these particular items, and althout;h I did ask them 



Ar'PENDIX I 

RESULTS REPORTED nr PEI~CENTAGES 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to determine what influences 
~oung adults in their selection of books for outside reading. 

Please put a check mark after your choice of answers~ or fill in the blanks. 
Are you 

1. Male~6 or Female~4 

2. Would you describe yourself as one who: 
16~Reads only what is required. 
5~Reads sometimes for pleasure. 
2~Reads often for pleasure. 

3. Will you be going to college atter graduation? 
4~Yes 17~No 34~uncertain 

4. Has your required reading for an English class influenced you 
to read a book on a similar subject? 
Never~6 Seldom~ Otten.l1...? 

5. Has a suggestion,by your K~glish teache~ of other books that you 
might find interesting influenced your selection of outside reading? 
Never,2L.4 Seldom..a..; OftenlZ....4 

6. Has your required reading in English class of the work of any 
particular author influenced you to read a book by the same author 
outside of class? 
Never22..:.9 Seldomit1.:..0 Oftenllz,.4 

7. Has your selection of outside reading been influenced by classes 
other than English? 
Never.1Q..7 Seldom~ Oftenl.Q....2 

8. If other classes have influenced your selection, would you please 
specify which classroom subject or subjects. History 50.0 
Science 23.9 

9. Do you consult book reviews in newspapers? 
Never 66.7 Seldom23.9 Often 9.4 - - -

10. Do you consult book reviews in magazines? 
Never.2l:,8 Seldom.29..:..8 Often.l2.:..4 

11. If you use magazine reviews, which magazine or magazines do you 
consult? LIFE 40.0 - NEW3'w'EEK 13.0 - LOOK 13.0 - TIHE 33.0 

12. Do you select a book because it has made a best-seller list? 
Never~4 Seldom~7 Often.1Z.&.9 

13. Do you select books from lists recommended for students who 
plan to go to college? 
Never~7 Seldom.L&.&.2 Often17.1 



- 14. Do attractive book jackets influence your selection? 

. 15. 

16. 

Never~9 Seldom~7 Often 33.3 

Do you select books from which motion pictures have been made? 
Never§.:.9 Seldom49.6 Often44.4 

Does television (including televised movies) influence your 
selection? 
NeverlO.J Seldom50.4 Often 39.3 - - -

17. Do you select - (check one) Only non-fiction 0 
Mostly non-fiction18.1 Mostly fiction33.6 
Equally non-fiction and fiction~6 

Only fiction..l:.7 

18. Do you have a definite subject in mind when you go to the library 
or book store? 
Never~ Seldom50.0 Ofte~ 

19. Do you check the card catalog for books on specific subjects 
before going to the shelves? 
Never.l,i.b Seldo~ Often.1&.:,2 

20. Do you browse around until you see a title that looks interesting? 
Never~ Seldo~ Often61.5 

21. Do you ask the librarian for suggestions of interesting books? 
Never~7 Seldom~ OftenhQ,. 

22. Do you prefer to buy a book rather than checking it out of the 
library? 
NeveriJ..a.9 Seldom~ Oftenl.2.a.9 

23. Do you tend to choose a book because it has illustrations inside? 
Never~6 Seldom~ Often.J..Q..c) 

66.4 33.6 
24. Do you prefer to read books from only a few categories?Yes1-NO~ 

If you answered Yes, would you please select up to three of the 
following,and rate them in the order you like most (1, 2 and 3). 
Love~lar1§Crime~Sports29Historical fictionl1Biography16Current 
Events1LScience fiction2iCrany other, please specify) __________ __ 

25. Does the suggestion of a friend have influence on what you select 
to read? 
Never~ Seldom£..2 Often.£t1.:...4 

26. Are there other sources or influences which determine your selection 
of books to read,outside of required school reading, which have not 
been mentioned here. Yes~4 No 85.6 
If Yes, pleas e spec ify _( v_a-.r.-,i'.-Ju;;.;;s-.....-r.-es ... ·D;.,;;o.-n ... se .... s .. • ) _______ _ 

I appreciate your taking time to fill out this questionnaire. Thank you. 
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ArFEFDIX II 

COLLEGE M~;:: ~TorT-CULLEGE LIFFEI.ENGES 

The results 0: .... tte C!uestionn~:lire sh0".1ing t!-:e di:'ferences 
betueen students 'f-:o are pln:l!ling to [;0 to college ::>nd t:-lOse 
\'Tho are not. (Reported iYl nerce;J.t'lP-"e~ e::cent ITUr1'J8rs ll~no 24.) 

1. l:ale. ---,51:::...~7"--_C 0 11 e g e .... 3 .... 6 .... O __ .l:on-colI e f' e 
...6"",?:..a,. 9,",--_IT on - colI e g e FeDel.le. ........48;;.,; • ....,2 ____ C 0 11 e g e 

2. Hould you describe yourself as one H~O: 
Reads only what is ~enuired. 

S.9 College 23.; Hon-college 
Reads so~etimes for pleasure. 

58.9 Colle~e 51.6 Eon-college 
Reads often for pleasure. 
32.1 College 25.0 Eon-college 

3. Hill you be going to college after graduation? 
Yes 47.8 College lTo ':md Uncertain 52.1 Hon-colleGe 

4. Has ymJ.r requir-sd re.s.c1ing for an 3!:.glis]-; cIa 5S influenced 
you to read a book on a similar subject? 
NBVER 21.8 Colle9:e 32.7 I'Ton-colleze 
S~LDQl.: 60.0 Colleie 57.3 !!on-college 
O~T::;n 18,1 College 9.8 Hon-college 

5. Eas a suggestion, by ymJ.r snglish tee.cher, of otl1er boo~~s 
that you nisht find intere:ting influenced ;'our selection 
of outside reading? 
I'JBv="..R .1 ).2 College 19.6 ITon-college 
S"SLDOl; 44.6 College 57.3 non-collet;e 
OFTEH 32.1 College 22.9 Iron-college 

6. Has your required re~aing ~n Enrlish class of the wor~ of 
any p:::ttic111ar author influenced you to read [l boo;\: by the 
sane author outside of class? 
nEVER 19.6 Collef.;e 39.,3 Eon-college 
SZLDQl.r 51. 7 I College 42.6 I'Ton-college 
OFTElT 28.7 College 18.0 Hon-college 

7. Eas your'selection of outside readinG been influenced by 
classes other than English? 
TTEVBR 12.7 College 28.2 ~:on-college 
SSLDOl,~ 54.5 Colle~e 45.0 Iron-college 
OFTEIT 32.7 College 26.6 I:on-college 

8. If other classes have influenced your selection, would you 
please specify u}~ich cl:Jssroo!7l subject or sub.4ects? 
HISTO~Y 65.7 ColleGe 40.3 I;on-college' 
SCIE!JCE 37.1 14.5 
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Do you 
Ir~~{ER 

SI;LDOE 
OFTr~I~ 

10. Do you 
r7S~I:;R 

SSLDOl,1 

consul t ho01::: revieus in ne':!s:pJpers? 
58.9 ColleGe 73.7 TTon-colle,G'e 
30.3 Collese 18.0 lYon-college 
10.7 Collece --S:Z=non-college 

consult booJ: revie'.!s in 
44.6 Collef,e 62.2 
35.7 College 26.2 
19.6 CollefSe 11.4 

~agD.zines? 
~;o!1-college 
Fon-college 
Yon-college 

11. If you use ~ag?zine reviews, l~ich magazine or magazines 
do you consult? (Not in percentages) 
Ti!:1e 8 Collere 2 TTon-collefSe 
Look ~Colle~e -2-?Ton-college 
Life -:r-Collere 4~Ton-collegG 
FeWSvTeek LColleee l:Ton-college 

2 

12. Do ,.ou 
i',T~V~R 

select 
19.8 
64.2 
16.0 

2. book bec~use it hClS !Jade 2. best-seller list? 

13. 

~ ..... J .J..L 

SSLDOJ.r 
OFT3?T 

Do you 
pIon to 
lTT;'1T"':1D 
.... .LJ V _.J '.l 

SELDmf 
OFT3I: 

select 
go to 
23.2 
48.2 
28.5 

14. Do attractive 
I::CV~~ 28.7 
S~~LDON 39.2 
OFTE~: 32.1 

College 34.4 I';on-college 
College 45.9 lIon-college 
College 19.6 I;on-college 

hoo}:s :'rOI11 lists recor:menced ::'or stUdents ',!ho 
college? 
College 60.6 I'Jon-college 
College 32.7 l';on-coller:;e 
College 6.5 Hon-college 

hool: jaci::ets influence your selection? 
ColleGe 19.6 _rYon-college 
Collese 45.9 I'Ton-college 
College 34.4 Eon-college 

1). Do you 
made? 

select 'boo~::s from ':Jhich motion pictures have been 

I';EV~R 
SELDO!,: 

10.7 College 1.6 Iron-college 
53.5 College L2'~ l:on-college 
35.7 College 52.~ Hon-college 

16. Does television (includi~g televised movies) influence 
your selection? 
t:SV2R 10.7 College 9.8 Eon-college 
SSLDON 57.1 College 44.2 I'Ton-colle?e 
O?TE1'T 32.1 College 1+5.9 ~;on-college 
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17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Do YOU select--(c~e~c one) 
Only non-fiction 0 College o rTon-collep'e 

-~-. Only fiction 1.7 College 1.6 T:on-college 
~~-. Kostly non-fictioTI 14.2 College 21.6 I:on-colle~e 

~ostly fiction 33.9 College 33.3 Eon-college 
43.3 I:on-collere Equally 20.0 Colle,2'e 

Do you have a definite 
libr8ry or boo;~ store? 
I'T~VSR 5.3 Collep;e 
S3LDOE 42.8 College 
OFTE:r 51. 7 College 

Do you check the card 
subjects before goi:1g 
=TEV~j?{ 16.0 College 
S"SLDOl;f 35.7 College 
OFTEn 48.2 Colleo:e 

subject in ~ind \·.rhen :,~ou go to the 

10.0 Hon-college 
56.6 Iron-college 
33.3 Tron-college 

catalog for boo~s on snecific 
to the shel ',~es? 

14. 7 ~:on-collep,e 
52.Lj ron-coller;e 
32.7 Non-colle~e 

Do you bro~.J.<"e 
interestin~? 

around until you see a title that lool.;:s 

NEVER 3~G 
SELDOll 32.1 
OFTEr! 04.2 

College 
College 
College 

0.5 TTon':':':coller-e 
34.4 ITon-college 
59.0 TIon-college 

21. Do :~ou ask the librQrian for sUP'gestions of interesting 
books? 

22. 

NSVSR 
S:LDON 
OFTEIT 

Do you 
of t~e 
lfEVSR 
S:SLDOH 
O?TEIT 

6(' .1 College 
.22!0 College 
---..j .... 9--._C 0 11 e g e 

prefer to buy a 
librnry? 

37.5 I ColleGe 
41.0 College 
21.4 College 

R7.2 
29.5 

3.2 

Eon-college 
lYon-college 
I'on-college 

hook rather than che~:ing it out 

45.9 Fon-college 
37.7 I:on-coller;e 
16.3 Eon-college 

3 

23. Do you tend to choose a book because it has illustrations 
inside? 
!E"\T':ZR 40.0 College 22!£i Eon-college 
Sr.;LDm: 52.7 College 3~.~ Eon-college 
OFTSH 7.2 College IJ.1 Eon-college 
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24. Do YOL1.. prefer to ren.d bOQ;:s fron only a fe,']' categories: 

25. 

Y~S 62.5 Colls["e 70.0 :;oTI-collcfe 
FO 37.5 Collc[:e 30.0 I:on-collefe 

(Those ,!;W 2.ns·,re:rec1 Y~~S 'Jere to choose treir three 
f9vorite c-tegories fro~ t~ese. T~cre ~re 35 college 
o.nd 35 non-collere '\!1Jo an.s~7ered this.· The tottl choosipg 
each cote~ory is [iven r~th~r t~~n the ner~entrges.) 

Love 
Har 
Crime 
Snorts 
Historical Fiction 
Biorsrrrphy 
Currer.t ~vents 
Science Fiction 

Does the susg?stion of 
you select for outside 
I'STIR 7.1 C:ollese 
S~1DOl: 37.5 ColJ.ese 
O?TEJtT 55.3 Colle~e 

COLLI::GE rOE-:,!OLL~GE 

15 29 
8 13 

_ 19 23 
20 14 
7 10 
9 10 
8 5 

10 20 

a friend hG.'v'e influence on Uh0 t 
readi::g. 

13.3 I'on-collere 
46.6 ~Ton-colle~e 
40.0 FO!1-collere 

26. Are there other sources or influe:1.ces uhich ileternine 
"~our selection of 'bool:s to :re~d. O1Jtsic1e of req'1ired sc:~ool 
'school reading, \!}-;ic:1 l:.ove :-:.ot lScen pentioned ~lere? 
YES 14.2 Collefeli1..Li.7on-collefe 
ITO 85.7 College 8.2.4-~~on-coll(we 

I 

(Various a."swers, most mentioned only once.) 


