
One semester, one thesis, and countless hours of research later, I have no answers. 

The question of why has vexed me for months-to no avail. 

I think perhaps that the only answer is, "There is no answer." There is not meant to be an 

answer. James E. Young, a distinguished faculty member at the University of Massachusetts

Amherst, is a renowned expert on Holocaust memorials. In a lecture he delivered entitled 

"Memory and the Monument after 9111," I believe he best explains why none of my questions 

can be answered-or rather, why none of my questions should be answered. 

"Memory is, after all, a process and is everlasting only when it 

remains a process and not a finished result. For just as memory is 

a negotiation between past and present, it is also an ongoing 

negotiation among all the groups of people whose lives were 

affected by this event and those whose lives will be shaped by 

what is built here .. .If, as part of a well-defined process, the 

debates are conducted openly and publicly, they will be as edifying 

as they are painful." (Young) 

For four months I have been seeking answers that don't exist. I thought that I needed to 

answer the questions that I presented in the beginning of my thesis; those questions were, after 

all, the purpose of my writing this thesis. While writing this thesis and finding myself no closer 

to the answers than I was when I began, I thought perhaps my process was flawed. However, I 

now know it was my purpose, not my process that was flawed. In writing this thesis, I created a 

Holocaust memorial of my own. I created a Holocaust memorial of sorts for my family, my 

friends, my advisor, and the countless people with whom I discussed this paper. This paper, in 

effect, served as a vehicle for me to memorialize the Holocaust. It allowed me to debate the 

issues and questions presented here with others. It kept the Holocaust in my mind and in the 

minds of those around me. 
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In the end, my thesis simply comes down to one thing: I set out to answer a question that 

does not need to be answered. 

Why we memorialize the Holocaust is not important, so long as we are remembering. If 

we remember what happened, we understand that we can never let something like the Holocaust 

happen again. 
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Field Study 

Since enrolling in the Honors 390 course that sparked the journey that would eventually 

lead to this thesis, I have had the chance to visit a museum dedicated to the Holocaust as well as 

a Holocaust memorial. The experiences that I had at each location allows me to bring a different 

perspective to this thesis; not only are these places that I have researched, but I have also been 

able to experience them first-hand and the experiences they facilitated changed my personal 

views of Holocaust museums and memorials and the ability they have to convey the severity of 

the Holocaust and the implications it has for the future. 

Skirball Museum 

I was able to visit the Skirball Museum in Cincinnati through my Honors 390 

colloquium. When we loaded the bus for Cincinnati that morning, I had no idea what to expect. 

Being from a small town in rural Nebraska, field trips to the museum were not frequent in my 

younger years. I had never been to a museum this sized focused largely on the Holocaust. 

When we arrived at the museum, we spent some time mulling around in the lobby while 

we waited for our tour to begin. Located in the lobby were a number of different smaller 

exhibits to peruse. At the time, the exhibit that was displayed was entitled Music in the 

Holocaust: the Notes Rose up in Flames. The exhibit used large displays incorporating photos, 

stories, and a number of other artifacts to illustrate multiple facets of music in regards to the 

Holocaust. For instance, it highlighted how the victims of the Holocaust used music to keep 

their spirits up as well as how part of the Nazi's extermination plan was to rid the world of all 

culture relevant to Judaism, including music. 
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After examining the exhibit and our surroundings for a few minutes, we were greeted by 

a pleasant college-aged student who was a student at Hebrew Union College, which runs in 

conjunction with the museum. He led our tour through the museum with far more enthusiasm 

than I had expected. Having never taken a docent-lead tour in a museum, I was surprised how 

much additional information he was able to provide as well as how he incorporated stories and 

personal testimonies to make the artifacts actually come alive and have more than just technical 

history. 

Though there are seven different areas of the museum, and only one of them is fully 

dedicated to the Holocaust, all of them incorporated items that were related to the Holocaust. 

The fact that the entire museum was about Jewish culture with such a strong focus on the 

Holocaust allowed for me to learn more and gain a greater understanding of the Holocaust; the 

Skirball brought one thousand years of culture to light, thus making the victims of the Holocaust 

more than just mere numbers or a classification, but rather a long and storied culture that the 

Nazis attempted to exterminate. 

As we moved to the second floor of the museum, we entered the Holocaust area of the 

museum. The first thing we did was visit Mapping Our Tears. It was as if we had left the 

museum and entered another world entirely. The film that we watched was riveting. As we 

listened to story after story of how the Holocaust affected individual lives, the attic seemed to 

come to life. We would be watching a story on the radio news programs and the radio would 

light up and suddenly we were listening to news clips from the Holocaust. 

After spending time in the Mapping Our Tears exhibit, our group moved to the general 

Holocaust area and was able to view photos and artifacts as well as further explore the topic on 

the interactive displays. We also were able to listen to a Holocaust survivor speak about his 
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experiences being a child in the concentration camps and the things he underwent during the 

Holocaust. 

New England Holocaust Memorial 

In the summer of 2005, I had the opportunity to work in Massachusetts. I did little 

exploring of the area during my time there for multiple reasons, including my limited finances as 

an administrative intern and the fact that I was by myself and would have no one with whom to 

go exploring. 

However, two of my friends from Ball State came to visit for one weekend during my 

summer and we went to Boston to explore for the day. Before going, we researched things we 

might like to see while we were there and came across the New England Holocaust Memorial on 

a tourist website. 

When we arrived in downtown Boston, we quickly got lost in our search for the 

memorial. After a short period of time and some help from a very helpful Bostonian, we found 

the memorial. 

The memorial can be seen for a few blocks when you're walking down the street. It is a 

daunting structure, or rather, six daunting structures-even from a few hundred feet away. 

When we finally reached the memorial, we took a little informational brochure and read through 

it. It discusses the history of the memorial and features a quote by Elie Wiesel from the 

dedication of the memorial. 

"Look at these towers, passerby and try to imagine what they 
really mena - what they symbolize what they evoke. They evoke 
and era of incommensurate darkness, an era in history when 
civilization lost its humanity and humanity its soul ... We must look 
at these twoers of memory and say to ourselves, 'No one should 
ever deprive a human being of his or her right to dignity. No one 
should ever deprive anyon of his or her right to be a sovereight 
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human being. No one should ever speak again bout racial 
superiority ... ' We cannot give evil another chance. " 

We then began to walk through the memorial. The New England Holocaust Memorial is 

the embodiment of the phrase, "Don't judge a book by its cover." While I first saw the towers 

from a distance, I couldn't imagine what this seemingly simple memorial would hold in store. 

First I stopped to read the detailed history ofthe Holocaust provided on a granite slab at 

the entrance and then proceeded through the entire memorial, which is described in greater detail 

in the body of this thesis. 

I paid little attention to the ground I walked on as I walked into the first tower. I had seen 

the facts along the border of the walkway and had read them and began to reflect back on my 

Honors 390 course, where we discussed all of these things in great detail. However I had been 

standing in the first tower and looking at the numbers etched into the glass and reading the 

personal testimonies from the Majdanek death camp when I realized what I was standing on. 

Suddenly realizing that I was standing on what appears to be a pit of coals, gave me an 

overwhelming feeling of wanting to be out of the tower as quickly as possible because I had no 

idea what I was standing on. It made me understand, if only in the smallest degree, the panic that 

must have been felt when gas suddenly began pouring into the gas chambers. It is clearly what 

the architect meant to invoke, but if I had only read about it and not experienced it myself, I 

would never have understood just how well it simulates that experience. 

As I continued through, the facts and stories were poignant and varied. Some of them 

had traces of bitterness. Some were of hope and, somehow, happiness during the Holocaust. 

Others were stories of terror, recounting the terrible events of the past. The personal testimonies 

in particular left me, once again, feeling the way I had so many times during Honors 390 when 

we were discussing the Holocaust--overwhelmed and drained. 
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At the end of the path, however, is a large granite slab that lifted my spirits. It had Martin 

Niemoller's oft-quoted poem etched into it. More than that, however, were the countless little 

mementos that had been left on the cold granite slab, making it far more beautiful, and much 

warmer than the granite slab that had greeted us at the beginning of the path. There were 

flowers, little stones, and messages everywhere. Visitors had placed things anywhere they could 

get them to stay and, because of this, my focus was torn away from the message on the stone and 

was redirected to the messages that visitors were sending loud and clear: They had not forgotten. 

My experiences at the Skirball Musuem and the New England Holocaust Memorial 

shaped the very beginnings of this thesis, but more importantly, they reminded me of the horrors 

of the Holocaust and the personal responsibility I have to prevent it, or anything like it, from 

. . 
occurrmg agam. 
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Appendix B 

Holocaust Memorials in the United States 

No.* Name City State I 
1 Holocaust Memorial Anchorage Alaska 
2 Baltimore Harbor Holocaust Memorial Baltimore Maryland I 

13 New England Holocaust Memorial Boston Massachusetts 
4 Charleston Holocaust Memorial Charleston South Carolina 
5 Memorial to the Martyred Six Million Chestnut Hill Massachusetts 
6 Zell Holocaust Memorial Chicago Illinois 
7 Columbia Holocaust Memorial Columbia South Carolina 
8 Avenue of the Righteous Evanston Illinois 

.9 Florence Holocaust Memorial Florence South Carolina 
10 Harrisburg Holocaust Memorial Harrisburg Pennsylvania I 

11 Liberation Liberty State Park New Jersey 
12 Los Angeles Holocaust Monument Los Angeles California 
13 Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial Miami Florida 
14 Huntington Park Memorial Newport News Virginia 
15 Holocaust Memorial, Riverwalk New Orleans Louisiana 
16 Sheepshead Bay Holocaust Memorial Park New York New York 
17 Philadelphia Holocaust Memorial Philadelphia Pennsylvania 
18 Barney Zeitz Holocaust Memorial Plymouth Massachusetts 

.19 Oregon Holocaust Memorial Portland Oregon 
20 Palm Desert Holocaust Memorial I Rancho Mirage California 
21 George Segal's Monument to the Holocaust San Francisco California 
22 The Fig Tree Spokane Washington 
23 The Children's Holocaust Memorial Whitwell Tennessee 
24 Delaware Holocaust Memorials Wilmington Delaware 

*Number corresponds with location on map in Appendix B. 
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AppendixD 

Holocaust Museums in the United States 

i No.* Name City State 
1 Florida Holocaust Museum St. Petersburg Florida 

i2 Holocaust Memorial Center Detroit Michigan 

3 Museum of Tolerance Los Angeles California 

4 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Washington, D.C. 

.5 Virginia Holocaust Museum Richmond Virginia 

6 Museum of Jewish Heritage New York City New York 

7 Holocaust Center of Northern California San Francisco California 

8 Holocaust Museum Houston Houston Texas 

9 New Mexico Holocaust and Intolerance Museum Albuquerque New Mexico . 

10 Holocaust Resource Center Buffalo New York 

11 Dallas Holocaust Museum Dallas Texas 
12 Holocaust Memorial Center Farmington Hills Michigan 

13 Holocaust Resource and Education Center Maitland Florida 

14 Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida Naples Florida 

15 Holocaust Museum and Study Center Spring Valley New York 
• 

16 Holocaust Museum and Learning Center St. Petersburg Florida 

17 The Anne Frank Center New York City New York 

18 CAN.D.L.E.S. Holocaust Museum Terre Haute Indiana 

19 Skirball Holocaust Museum Cincinnati Ohio 

rn= 
William Bremen Jewish Heritage Museum Atlanta Georgia 

Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial Museum Providence Rhode Island 

EI Paso Holocaust Museum and Study Center EIPaso Texas 

*Number corresponds with location on map in Appendix D 
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Appendix F 
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Appendix G 

Jewish Population of the United States (1654-2001) 

1850 

1860 

1870 

1880 

1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1927 

1937 

1940 

(Jewish Population) 

25 

1,000-2,500 

1,243-3,000 
... _ ......... __ .......... :: c ................................ _.............._. 

2,000-2,500 
-_ .. __ ................... -.................................................................................................... . 

2,650-5,000 

6,000 

.. ........... ..... ....... ..... .. ~........ ............ ..... ............ -~ .. --. . ... . 

50,000 

50,000-100,000 

150,000-200,000 
....... -....... -~ ....... -.... -.---.---.. -.---.-.. 

200,000 

230,000-280,000 

400,000-475,000 

937,800-1,058,135 

1,508,000-2,349,754 

3,300,000-3,604,580 

4,228,029 

4,641,000-4,831,180 

5,500,000-5,920,890 

5,828,000 
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Appendix H 

The Eight Stages of Genocide 

In 1999, Gregory Stanton founded an organization called Genocide Watch, an 
organization whose sole purpose is to work towards the elimination of genocide in the world and 
bring attention and aid to those countries and peoples currently suffering from genocide or 
politicide as well as aid in the prevention of such issues in countries that are susceptible to 
genocide. 

In order to determine the level of susceptibility and aid governments and other 
organizations in better understanding genocide, Stanton wrote a book entitled The Eight Stages 
o/Genocide: How Governments Can Tell When Genocide Is Coming and What They Can Do To 
Stop It in 2001. Within it he lists and elaborates on eight separate stages of genocide. It is 
important to note that while the final stages cannot occur before or without the first stages, the 
first four stages will continue to occur throughout the last four in order to sustain the genocide. 

Stage 1: Classification 
People are divided into "us and them." Lines are drawn into two separate groups, 
i.e. German and Jew. Societies that do not have mixtures of groups, such as 
African-American, are the most likely to have a genocide occur. 

Stage 2: Symbolization 
In this stage, symbols are given to represent certain groups of people, and they 
become known only by this identity. For instance, instead of being referred to by 
their name, they would only be referred to as Jew. It is important to note that this 
stage can occur naturally in societies, however forcing symbols on a group of 
people unwillingly, as the yellow stars were forced upon Jews during the 
Holocaust, indicates a genocide in development. 

Stage 3: Dehumanization 
Humanity and the basic rights of humans are denied to the "lesser" group in Stage 
3. At this point, the future victims come to be viewed as less than equal, often 
being viewed as animals or other undesirable creatures. In Stage 3, murder is no 
longer unacceptable in society. 

Stage 4: Organization 
Genocide begins to take actual form in this stage. With organized military (or 
otherwise) groups, formal positions ofleadership, detailed plans to take control, 
as well as plans for systematic elimination of the lesser group. 

Stage 5: Polarization 
At this point, the group behind the genocide begins working to drive the two 
groups apart; in the case of the Holocaust, the Nazis drove the Germans and the 
Jews into two separate categories who do not identify with each other. Laws are 
created to further separate the groups, such as laws forbidding marriage or any 
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intermingling of the groups. Propaganda is used to further drive apart the two 
groups and opposition is silenced. 

Stage 6: Preparation 
This is the beginning of the physical separation between the two groups. The 
group that is viewed as lesser is separated from the "better" race. Lists are drawn 
up listing who will be killed. Members of the lesser group are forced to wear the 
symbols that they have been assigned and are frequently put into concentration 
camps, confined to certain areas of cities (ghettos), or sent to famine-struck areas 
and starved to death. 

Stage 7: Extermination 
In this stage, there is nothing that can stop the genocide except for heavily armed 
involvement by other countries and militaries. Stage 7 is referred to as 
extermination because the victims are viewed to be so below the perpetrators that 
their deaths are equal to those of vermin or bugs, creatures that are typically killed 
by extermination. In some cases, however, there will be extermination on both 
sides, as each party will retaliate against the other by committing genocide; this is 
the case in Burundi which resulted in the deaths of almost 500,000 people 
between both sides. 

Stage 8: Denial 

(Stanton) 

According to Stanton, "Denial is the eighth stage that always follows a genocide. 
It is among the surest indicators of further genocidal massacres." During this 
time, the perpetrators of the genocide will work to convince the world that the 
genocide did not occur, work to eliminate evidence that it did, and blame the 
victims for what happened. They will continue to propagate their version of what 
happened and work to remain in control until they are forcefully driven out. They 
will then flee to avoid punishment by the new government, the intervening 
governments, or overarching organizations, such as the United Nations. 
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Appendix I 

I 
i 

Genocides, Poiiticides, and Other Mass Murder 
since 1945, With Stages in 2005 

AFRICA 
NATIO:\ YEARS OF 

I 
Ct:MULATIVE I MAJOR MAIN I>IVISIONS STAGE in 2005 

EPISODES CIVILIAN DEATH KILLERS 
SINCE 1945 TOLL 

Sudan - south, Nuba 1956 1972, 2 million Nuer, Dinka, Khartoum gov't NlF Political, religious, 7 Politicide, 
region 1983 2005 Christians, Nuba, government, militias, racial, ethnic Genocide 

southerners rebels Racial, ethnic, political 
Sudan - Darfur 200 I - present 250,000 Zaghawa, Fur, Janjaweed Arab 

i 
Massaleit, & black militias, Sudan 
Africans government 

t:ganda 1972-1979, 300,000 Acholi, Lango, Amin gov't army, police Political, ethnic, I 7 - Massacres 
Kararnoja Obote gov't army, police religious 

1980 1986 250,000 Baganda, Lord's Resistance Army 
Banyarwanda 

1994 present 1,000'5 LRA foes 

Democratic 1945 -- 1960 I ,000's Africans Colonial forces Racial, colonial, 7 - Politicide, 
Republic of the 1960- 1965 1,000's civil war Rebels, army economic Genocidal 
Congo 1977-1979, 1,000's civil war Rebels, army Political, ethnic massacres 

1984 80,000 Hutus, Kabila! Rwandan army, 
1994 1997 Banyamulenge, Ugandan, Rwandan 

2 million (civil war) armies, rebels, DRCongo 
& allied armies 

1994 present 40,000Hema,Lendu Ethnic mil itias 
1997 - present I million (civil war) War-lord led militias, DRC Ethnic 

army Political, economic, 
ethnic, national 

Ethiopia 1945 1974 150,000 Oromo, Eritreans, Selassie monarchy National, religious, 7 Genocidal 
Somali Dcrg communists ethnic massacres 

1974 1985 750,000 Class enemies, 
Oromo Army (Ethiopian Defence 

1994 2000 100,000 Eritrea war Forces) National. ethnic, 
Army (EDF) religious 

Ethnic minorities Army (EDF) 
200 I - present Oromo Ethnic, racial, 

Anuak in Gambella economic, political 
Chad 1965 - 1996 10,000'5 southern Saras, Gov't army, Libyan army, Ethnic, racial, religious, 6-Preparation 

civil war rebels political 
200S-present 

Somalia 1988 present 100,000 Somalis, Isaaq Warlord/clan militias Political, clan 6 Preparation 
clan 

Zimbabwe 1982 84 20,000 Matabele 
i 

Gov't army 5'" Brigade, Ethnic, political 6 Preparation 
militias 

1998 - present MDC supporters, Gov't police, army, Political, ethnic, 
Matabele, urban poor, ZANU-PF militias economic 
white farmers 

Equatorial Guinea 1975 1979 50,000 Bubi, Nguema Macias Nguema regime, Political, ethnic 6 Preparation 
200 I - present foes successor 

Togo 2004 - present Eyadema opponent~ Government police, army Political, ethnic 6 Preparation 
Burundi 1959- 1962 50,000 Hutus 150,000 Tutsi government Ethnic, pol itical 5 - Polarization 

1972 Hutus 25,000 Hutus Tutsi army 
1988 50,000 Tutsis, 100,000 Tutsi army 
1993 - 1995 Hutus Hutu rebels 

100,000 Tutsi, Hutu Tutsi army 
1996 -- 2004 Rebels, Army 

Liberia 1990 2000 100,000 Krahn, Gio, Doe gov't army, Taylor Political, ethnic 5 Polarization 
Mano, etc. rebels Gov'l, rebels 

2001 -- 2003 
Algeria 1954 -1963 160,000 OAS, Harkis, French legions, OAS, Colonial 5 - Polarization 

settlers rebels 
1991 -- 2005 50,000 Berbers Islamic Armed Group Religious, political 

(GIA) 
Sierra Leone 1991 2003 100,000 (civil war) Revolutionary United Political, ethnic 5 Polarization 

Front, other militias 
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Rwanda 1959- 1963, 1O,000's Tutsi Hutu gov't Ethnic, political 5 - Polarization 
1993 800,000 Tutsi Hulu Power gov'I 
1994 1,000's Hutus Interahamwe 

Rwandan gov'I 
1995 - present 

Congo-Brazzaville 1959-1968 5,000 Gov't foes Gov't army, police, rebels Colonial 5 - Polarization 
1997 -2000 J ,000's (civil war) Political, ethnic 

Nigeria 1966 - 1970, 1 million lbos Nigerian army Political, ethnic, 5 - Polarization 
1972- 2000 Tiv, Hausa, Yoruba Ethnic mobs religious 
(sporadic) Ogoni, others Nigerian army, police 
200 I --present 

Angola 1961 --1962 40,000 Kongo, 500,000 Colonial army Colonial 5 - Polarization 
1975 -2003 Umbundu,Ovimbundu Gov't, UNITA armies, Political, ethnic 

allies 
Central African 1966-1979 2,000 Bokassa foes Gov't army, police Political, ethnic 5 -- Polarization 
Republic 2001 
Botswana 1990 present 100'5 KUng Bushmen, Economic, political, 4 Organization 

Caprivi Namibians ethnic 
Eritrea 1960's-2000 I O,OOO's Eritreans Ethiopian armies, police National, religious, 4 - Organization 

(independence war with ethnic 
Ethiopia) 

Senegal- Casamance 1990-2001 1,000 Diola (civil war) Senegalese army, rebels Political, ethnic 4 - Organization 
Kenya 1952 - 1960 1,500 Kikuyu, Colonial forces Ethnic, political 4 - Organization 

colonials MauMau Kikuyu 
. 1991- 1993 1,000'5 Nilotics Ethnic militias 

~tem 
1960' s - present 1,000'5 Army Political 4 - Organization 
1976 - present 1,000's: Sahrawis Moroccan army, Political, ethnic 4 - Organization 

Polisario rebels 
Mali 1990-1993 1,000 Touarcgs Malian army, Touareg Ethnic, political 4 - Organization 

rebels 
Mozambique 1975 - 1994 I million by MPLA, Renarno, MPLA Political, ethnic 4 - Organization 

Renamo 

I 

Madagascar 1947-1948 50,000 Malagasy French colonial forces National, racial, 4 -- Organization 
nationalists political, ethnic 

South Africa 1987 -1996 1,000'5 Zulus, Xhosa, Gov't police, etlmic Racial, political, ethnic 4 - Organization 
ANC, militias 

i 1996 - present Boer farmers 
Egypt sporadic 100's: Copts Muslim fund a- Religious, political 4 - Organization ! 

mentalists 

AMERICAS 
NATION EPISODES I DEATIITOLL KILLERS DIVISIONS STAGE in 2005 

Colombia 1948 -- 1958 150,000 Pol itical parties Political 7 - Politicide 
1975 - present 10,000'5 Marxists, rightist death Political, narcotics 

squads, drug cartels cartels 

Venezuela 1945 - 1970's 1,000's Yanomami Settlers, miners Racial, ethnic 5 - Polarization 
Brazil 1945 -- 1964 300,000 Vargas foes, Gov't pol ice, settler Political, ecmomic, 4 - Organization 

Indians militias racial, ethnic 
1964 - present 1,000's: Kayapo, Settlers, miners 
sporadic Yanomarni, etc. 
massacres 

Guatemala I 1950's -1980's Gov't army, death SQuads Racial, ethnic, political 4 Organization 
Cuba 1945 -- 1959 m~~l' Rightist gov'ts Political 4 - Organization 

1959 - present 's "counter- Castro gov't 
uti on aries" 

I 

Argentina 1976-1980 20,000 leftists Army, police Racial, ethnic 4 - Organization 
Political 

Chile 1973 - 1976 10,000'5 leftists Army, police Political 4 - Organization 
Nicaragua 1970-1979 1,000'5 Sandinistas Gov't army Political 4 - Organization 

1980-1989 's Contras Sandinista army 
EI Salvador 1980 '5 leftists Army, militias Political 4 - Organization 
Paraguay 1945 - 1962 1000's Indians 1000 Ache Army, settlers Racial, ethnic 4 - Organization 

1962- 1974 Settlers 
Mexico 1945 - 2001 5, gov't Army, police Ethnic, political 4 - Organization 

Chiapas 10,000's Mayans 
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ASIA 
NATION EPISODES DEATH TOLL KILLERS DIVISIONS STAGE in 2005 
North Korea 1949 .. present 2 million + Goyernment Political, class, regional 7 - Politicide 
Nepal 1996 - present 20,000 anti-Maoists, Maoist rebels Political 7 Political 

I O,OOO's rebels Nepal army massacres 
Afghanistan 1978 1993 700,000 (ciyil war) Soviets Political, national, 7 - Political 

50,000+ Mujahadin religious, ethnic terrorism, war 
1993 1996 30,000 (ciyil war) Warlords 
1996-2001 50,000+ Tajiks, Uzbeks, Taliban, 

Hazara Al Queda 
1996-2001 10,000+ NorthernAliiance 
2001 - present 1000's gOy't supporters, Taliban, AI Queda, gOy't 

Taliban rebels & NATO forces 
Burma (Myanmar) 1945 1948 I ,000's rebels Bunna Ind Moye Ethnic, political, 7 - Politicide, 

1948-1962 15,000 rebels,goyt U Nu goyt,rebels religious genocidal 
1962 -- 1978 100,000 Shan, Karen, Bunnese gOY'!: massacres 
1979 -- present NDU SLORC,SPDC 

Sri Lanka 1983 - present 1000's: Tamil and Anti-Tamil mobs Ethnic, national, 7 Politicide 
Sinhalese civilians Tamil Tiger rebels political, religious genocidal 

massacres 
Indonesia 1965 500,000 communists Suharto gOY'! Political, ethnic 7 Politicide, 

10,000'5: Aceh Religious, political genocidal 
1966 - present 1,000's: Irian Jaya Suharto gOy't religious, ethnic, massacres 

1,000's: Moluccas & successors national 
1,000'5: Sulewesi Laskar Jihad 

Laskar Jihad 
India 1947 (partition) 100,000'5 Hindus, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh mobs National, religious, 7 Politicide, 

1949 - present Muslims, Sikhs Hindu mobs, Muslim mobs ethnic, political genocidal 
Gujarat 1992 .. present 1,000's Muslims, 100's Rebels, police massacres 

Hindus National, religious 
Kashmir 1947 .. present 1000's Muslims, Hindus Ciyil war 

Peoples Republic of 1949 1977 35 million "class Maoist communist gOy't, Political, national, class, 7 Politicide 
China enemies", religious PRC anny, Red Guards, economic, ethnic, 

1977 .. present minorities, Uighurs police religious 
Muslims, Christians 
Falun Gong 

Philippines 1972 - present 1,000's pro-gOy't Marxists, gOy't Political, religious 7 Political 
officials, separatists, Anny, Moros, massacres (by 
communists Abu Sayyef terrorists) 

Uzbekistan Fergana 1991 - present 1,000's Muslim funda- Political, religious 7 Political 
Valley mentalists massacres 

2005 - present lOO's opposition GOy't police 
Pakistan 1947 (partition) 61,000 Hindus Muslim mobs Political, national, 6 Preparation 
East Pakistan: 1971 1,500,000 Bengalis & West Pakistani ethnic, religious 
(now Bangladesh) Hindus army 
West Pakistan 1973- 1977 Sindhis Anny 

1978 -- present Shiites, Christians Sunnis 
Tibet 1959 - 1990's 1,600,000 Tibetan PRe communist National, ethnic, S Polarization 

Buddhists Chinese gOy't political religious 
Azerbaijan 1988 - 1994 10,000's Armenians Azeri & Annenian armies Ethnic, political, 5 Polarization 

I ,000's Aseris religious national 
Cambodia 1945 -1966 5,000 king's foes Royal gOy't Political, class, ethnic, S - Polarization 

1966-1975 15,000 Vietnamese Lon Nol gOy't religious, national 
1968-1975 360,000 pro-gOy't Khmer Rouge 
1975-1979 1.7 - 2.2 million class Khmer Rouge 

enemies, Cham Muslims, 
city people, Vietmmese, 
Eastern Zone 
230,000 (eiYil war) 
1,000's gOy't foes 

1979- 1993 Samrin goyt,KR 
1993 - present Hun Sen gOy't 

French Vietnam 1945 - 1953 I O,OOO's leftists French colonials Political, class, ethnic, 4 Organization 
South Vietnam 1954 - 1975 90,000 leftists South Viet gOy't national 
North Vietnam 1954-1975 I million class enemies, North Viet gOy't 

minorities 
Peoples Democratic 1975 - present 10,000's boat people, Vietnamese gOy't 
RepublicVietnam reeducated 
Laos 1945 - 1960 1O,000's leftists 100,000 Royalists, French Political, ethnic 4 - Organization 

1960-1975 anti- Pathet Lao 
1975 -- present eommunists, Hmong Peoples Demo-

cratic Republ ic 

89 



Appendix I 

East Timor 1965 2000 

NATION EPISODES 
I Russia -Chechnya 1943 -1957 

1994 - present 

I Yugoslavia: Kosovo 1998-2001 

Yugoslavia 
Croatia 1941 - 1945 
Serbia, Bosnia 1941-1945 

(including 1941·1945 
relevant to later 1945 1987 
conflicts) 1993 -2001 
Macedonia 1999 2001 

Bosnia 1992 1998 

Georgia: 1993 - present 
Abkhasia 
Northern Ireland 1964-2001 

Croatia 1991 1995 

USSR (State no 1945 1953 
longer exists,) 

1945-1947 

1954-1991 
USSR national 1945 1991 
minorities, esp. in 
Crimea, Dagestan 
Ingushetia 

• 

NATION I }~PISODES 

Iraq 1961-2003 

2003 - present 

Israel- Palestine 1948-1955, 
1956,1967, 
1973, 

1987··1993 

2000 -- present 

Lebanon 1974-1991 

1991 - 2005 
Syria 1981 1982 

Turkey 1984 2000 

Iran 1953-1978 
1978-1992 

• 1993 -- present 
i 

Cyprus 1963 1967 

200,000 Timorese Indonesian army, 
militias 

EUROPE 
DEATH TOLL KILLERS 

50,000 Chechens, USSR army 
I ,000's Russians Russian Army, 

Chechen rebels 
10,000 Albanian Yugoslav Army 
Kosovars, 
100's Serbs KosovoLibArmy 
650,000 Serbs Croatian Fascists 

(Ustashi) 
100,000 Croats, Muslims Serb Partisans 
I million Tito foes (Chetniks) 
1,000's dissidents Tito gov't 

Milosevic gov't 
1oo's Albanians, Albanian rebels, 
Macedonians Maeedonia !lovt 
200,000 Muslims, Croats, Bosnian Serbs, 
Serbs Croats, Muslims 
100's Abkhasians Georgian army, separatist 

rebels 
3000 Catholics, Irish Republic Army, 
Protestants Protestant extremists 

50,000 Serbs, Croats, Croat army, militias, Serbs, 
Bosnian Muslims Bosnian Muslims 
15 million "class enemies" Soviet police, army, 
I million repatriated NKVD 
Soviet nationals NKVD, KGB secret police 
6 mill ion dissidents 
400,000 Karachai, Red Army, 
Meshketians,Balkar Secret police 
Crimean Tatars, Ingushi 

MI])DLE EAST 
DEATH TOLl, KILLERS 

190,000 Kurds, Shiites, Iraqi army, presidential 
Kuwaitis guard, Baathists, 

Fedayeen, AI Queda, 
Shiites, Sunni insurgent terrorists 
"collaborators", Kurds U.S., British, Iraqi armies 
Insurgents 
1,000's Israelis, 1,000's Irgun, Arab terrorists, 
Palestinians Israeli army, police, Fatah, 
160 Israel is Israeli army 
1,162 Palestinians Hamas,lslamic Jihad, other 
100's Israelis terrorist groups; 

Israeli army, police 

loo's Palestinians 
55,000 Christians, Religious militias 
Muslims, Druze Hezbollah, Phalangists 

Syrian secret pol ice 
Lebanese nationalists 
21,000 Kurds, Sunni Syrian army, police 
Muslims 
10,000's Kurds Turkish army 

26,000 Shah foes Secret police, 
60,000 Kurds, Iranian anny, revolution 
monarchists, Bahai guards 
100's gov't opponents Secret police 

2,000 Turks, Greek Greek Cypriots 
Cypriots Turks 

DIVISiONS 
Ethnic, national, 
religious, political 

Ethnic, religious, 
national, political 

Political, ethnic, 
national, religious 

I Political, ethnic 

Ethnic, religious, 
national, political 
National, ethnic, 
political 

I jReligious, class, 
political, national 

Ethnic, national, 
religious, political 
Political, national, 
ethnic, religious 

DIVISIONS 
Political, ethnic, 
national, re I igious 

Religious, political, 
ethnic, national 

National, religious, 
ethnic, political 

Religious, political 

Political 

Political, 
religious,national 
Ethnic, reI igious, 
national, pol ilical 
ReI igious, ethnic, 
political, national 

Political, religious 

Political, religious, 
ethnic, national 

90 

(Refugees still at 
risk in Indonesia) 

STAGE in 2005 
7 - Politicide, 
massacres 

5 Polarization 

8- Denial 
5 Polarization 

5 Polarization 

5 Polarization 
(partition) 
5 Polarization 

5 - Polarization 

4 - Organ ization 

Not applicable 
(State no longer 
exists.) 

STAGE in 2005 
8- Denial 
7 - Genocidal 
massacres 
Politicide 

6 - Preparation 

5 Polarization 

5 - Polarization 

8 Denial 
5 - Polarization 
5 - Polarization 

I ZP~~~ilcarization 
artition) 



Appendix I 

Notes by the creator: 
• Those countries at Stage 7 are currently at the mass killing stage. They are highlighted in bold type. These 

countries have active genocides or politicides that are also identified in bold type. They are currently erupting. 
• The others countries listed are at various stages of dormancy (4 through 6) but could erupt again. 
• The table is organized by region. Within each region, countries are listed in order of their potential for mass 

killing, by stages. 
• Not all politicides since 1945 appear on this chart because some countries where politicide has occurred have 

become democracies (e.g. East Germany, Poland, Romania, and Mongolia) and are not now at stage 4 or above. 

©2005 Gregory H. Stanton, Genocide Watch 

(Stanton) 
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Map of Countries in Stages 4-8 through 2005 

'f{; 

Color Key: • 

Stage 7 - Red 

Stage 5 
Stage 6 - Green 

\.) <fY 
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