
-

-

B 0 M B S AND B U L LET S 

By 

Wendy Lou Stanton 

Honors Thesis 
Dr. Paul J. Schumacher 

Spring, 1987 



-

B 0 M B S AND B U L LET S 

I. IRISH HISTORY 

a) Early period 

b) Anglo-Norman period 

c) Period of English supremacy 

d) Revolutionary period 

II. REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATION 

a) Pre-IRA organizations 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 • 

b) The 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The Irish Republican Brotherhood 

The Brotherhood of St. Patrick 

The Clan na Gael - Fenian Brotherhood 

The Invincibles 

The Irish Volunteers 

Irish Republican Army 

Objectives 

Separation of tendencies 

Terrorist activities 

a) 1960's 

b) 1970's 

c) 1980's 

III. THREE OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS 

a) Dublin 

b) London 

c) Belfast 

IV. PROPOSED SOLUTION 



Ireland is a small island nation cradled in the bosom of 

Britain's west coast. Only during its early history, before 700 

A.D., can Ireland speak of peace and cultural growth" During 

this brief period it flourished as a center of learning and made 

its mark on Europe through its poetry, music, and exchanges of 

scholars. 

After the invasion of the Normans in 795, Celtic Ireland 

suffered continual atrocities from invading countries. The 

English, intermittantly with the Scandinavians and Normans, 

killed millions of the Native Irishmen and drove them from their 

fertile lands. Henry VIII, using Protestantism as a political 

vehicle, reigned terror on Ireland. The violence continued 

through the reign of Elizabeth I who made the Anglican Church 

the official Church of Ireland. This feat was accomplished only 

through mass slaughter and oppression of the Irish Catholics. 

It is imperative to set forth the whole history of Ireland 

to get a full understanding of why its people are still involved 

in such continuous turmoil from within. The very word "Irish" 

today is almost synonomous with words such as "terrorism" and 

"IRA". Down through the centuries the Irish have fought 

valiently on their ground just to keep what was theirs. Now two 

issues are the main cause of violent outburst - separation of 

Ireland from England and whether or not Northern Ireland will 

become part of the Irish Republic. Northern Protestants tend to 



--
be loyal to Britain while the Catholic Republic blames Britain 

for the separation of the North from the South. 

Further, individuals within the Catholic communities have 

chosen to fight the British rule in Northern Ireland. These 

individuals have formed, for more than a century, opposition 

groups which have finally evolved into the infamous Irish 

Republican Army. And since the time of its creation, a change in 

its ideology, technique, and terrorism has occurred, which has 

developed three opposing viewpoints - Dublin, London, Belfast. 

After an observation of these viewpoints, I feel that a solution 

is viable. 

Little is known with certainty of the inhabitants of Ireland 

before the 4th century A.D. although local legend claims various 

tribes inhabited the island and were eventually subdued by the 

Scots. A Greek poem mentioned Ireland by the name of Lerne in 

the 5th century B.C., and various classical writers referred to 

Ireland as Hibernia and Juverna. 

During the 4th century A.D., Irish tribes called Scoti, 

continually harried the Roman province of Britain. Their expedi

tions extended to the coast of Gual until the time of King 

MacNeill (428-93). 

According to tradition, during MacNiell's reign, 

Christianity was brought to Ireland by St. Patrick, but some 

small groups of Christian refugees from Britain werE~ probably 

already living there before he began his attempt at converting 

the natives. l These Christian refugees would have fled from 
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Britain when the Romans withdrew their legions from England in 

410 A.D. By 431 A.D. there were enough Christians in Ireland for 

the Pope of Rome to appoint a bishop, called Palladius. 2 It 

took about two hundred years to completely convert the Irish 

people. 

In the 6th century many monasteries were founded in Ireland 

in which religion and learning were cultivated during the early 

Middle Ages of Europe. During succeeding centuries missionaries 

went forth while many scholars from England and the continent 

visited Ireland to further their education. 

At the close of the 8th century, the Irish civilization was 

checked by invasions of the pagan Scandinavians. At first they 

raided and plundered, but later carne as traders. 

The Irish ports of Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Derry, and 

Drogheda were originally Danish settlements. 3 The Danes' rule 

continued for two centuries until the Irish King, Brian Boru, 

raised an army that defeated the Danish in the Battle of Clontarf 

near Dublin in 1014. This broke the political power of the Danes 

and their importance in Ireland. 

King Henry II of England made the first attempt. toward 

Anglo-Norman conquest of Ireland. He was said to have obtained a 

bull (official document) in 1155 from Pope Adrian IV giving him 

authority to take possession of Ireland, on condition he would 

pay an annual revenue to the papal treasury. However, nothing 

was done until Dermot MacMurrough (1110-71), the desposed King of 

Leinster, obtained permission to enlist English subjects to 
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recover his kingdom. He returned to England in 1169 with foreign 

mercenaries and Irish allies. He recaptured part of his former 

territories and captured Dublin and other towns on the east 

coast. 

The chief Anglo-Norman adventurers encountered formidable 

opposition before they succeeded in establishing themselves in 

the lands that they claimed. During the 13th century, Edward 

Bruce, brother of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, invaded Ireland 

and attempted unsuccessfully to overthrow the English inhabi

tants. He and his Irish allies were excommunicated, but the 

general result was a decline of English power in Ireland. 

The most powerful Anglo-Norman settlers in Ireland gradually 

became identified with the Native Irish. Their power had 

increased so much at the time of the War of the Roses that the 

power of the English Crown became limited to the area known as 

the English Pale, a small coastal district around Dublin and the 

Port of Drogheda. Ireland supported the House of York (the White 

Rose) which lost to Lancaster (the Red Rose). 

When King Henry VII became King of England, he left Gerald 

Fitzgerald, 8th Earl of Kildare, as Viceroy of Ireland. Because 

of his alligence to the Yorks, he was replaced in 1494 by Sir 

Edward Poynings (1459-1521) who wanted to make the Irish 

Parliament dependent on the English King. Eventually, Henry VII 

reestablished Kildare, and the Pale grew and prospered. 

King Henry VIII caused the first break from Rome - he wanted 

-- to divorce his wife Catherine because she had not given him a 
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male heir. His marriage to Catherine, his brother's widow, had 

been allowed by special dispensation from the Pope, but Henry 

then claimed the marriage to be invalid. He married Anne Boleyn 

in 1533 and was excommunicated; however, he retaliated in 1534 by 

having Parliament pass an act appointing the king and his suc

cessors Supreme Head of the Church of England, thus establishing 

an independent National Anglican Church. Further legislation 

cut off the Pope's revenues and ended his political and reli

gious authority in England. Between 1536-37 the dissolution of 

the monasteries began and their property was seized by Henry. 

The relics and images were destroyed and the dissolution was 

completed. The native chieftains were given a share of the 

spoils and received English titles, and their lands regranted 

under English tenure. Henry wanted to conciliate the Irish and 

leave them under their own law. The Parliament of 1541 was 

attended for the first time by native chieftains, as well as by 

the Lords of the Pale. Henry's title of Lord of Ireland, which 

had been conferred by the papacy, was changed to King of 

Ireland. 4 

Religious turmoil reigned throughout the remainder of the 

fifteen hundreds. The Irish Roman Catholics rebelled against the 

policies of Elizabeth I, daughter of Henry VIII, to divide 

Ireland into counties and given Commissioners of Justice military 

power. During these religious battles, both sides practiced 

greatest cruelty and treachery. In order to destroy Irish 
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resistance, the English destroyed villages, crops, cattle, and 

put many people to death. 

Under Elizabeth and James I, the power of the Anglican State 

Church was extended over Ireland. The Church of England took all 

that belonged to the Church Pale, in and near Dublin. The Celtic 

Church had become increasingly Roman Catholic: nearly the entire 

Celtic population of Ireland and the majority of the people of 

the Pale remained Roman Catholic. The Anglican Church of Dublin 

served as a political instrument for the English, and English law 

was pronounced sole law of the land. Irish Parliament was 

destroyed by the creation of 40 boroughs out of small hamlets of 

Northern Ulster. This maneuver secured a permanent majority of 

the English Crown. However, the vigorous rule of Thomas 

Wentworth produced order and prosperity in Ireland by balancing 

the number of Roman Catholics and Protestants in Parliament and 

promising toleration to the Roman Catholics. During this time, 

the Native Irish who had been ousted in Ulster and elsewhere made 

use of the English situation to gather together enough support to 

try to regain their possessions. In 1641, the Irish succeeded 

in expelling the English from Ulster and were joined by the Roman 

Catholic Lords of the Pale. Together they chose a Supreme Coun

cil to govern Ireland, and King Charles I promised them predomi

nancy of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland as the reward for 

assisting him. Since the Lords of Pale wanted only toleration 

for their religion, Charles I made an alliance with the Roman 

Catholic Lords and secured Ireland to the Royalist Party. 
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The English soldier and statesman Oliver Cromwell, in 1649, 

landed at Dublin, which the Roman Catholic Lords had been unable 

to take. With his well trained army of 10,000 men he confiscated 

all the best land of Munster, Leinster and Ulster. The Roman 

Catholic and Royalist landowners were banished to Connaught. 

Almost all the best land remained in the hands of the 

Protestants. For the next forty years the Irish were tossed and 

torn, displaced, dispossessed and deported. By enactments in 

1665 and 1680, the Irish export trade to England in cattle, milk, 

butter and cheese had been forbidden. The woolen trade which had 

grown up among the Irish Protestants was also crushed in 1699. 

Ireland could not export woolen goods to any country. These 

enactments brought on the economic decline of Ireland. A large 

percentage of the people immigrated -- Roman Catholics to Spain 

and France and Protestants to America. 

Eighteenth century Ireland saw mass immigration of Irish 

Catholics as well as non-conformists, mainly Presbyterians, 

because of discrimination by ruling Protestants. Between 1700 

and 1730 over 200,000 non-conformists left Ulster for America 

and by 1776 America had half a million settlers of Ulster 

Presbyterians. During the American War of Independence, Britain 

authorized the formation of the Volunteer Force for the home 

defense of Ireland against possible invasion by France who had 

sided with America. This force reached the strength of 80,000, 

but since Irish Catholics were still not allowed to carry arms, 

the Force was ninety percent Prostestants and ten percent non-
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conformists. The Volunteer Force gained political influence and 

in 1782 compelled the British government to establish in Dublin 

an Irish Parliament with much legislative power. 

Because cruel and greedy land agents were put in charge of 

the large land estates owned by absentee Protestant landlords, 

many secret groups were organized to level the fences and ditches 

with which the land agents had enclosed common land. These 

groups harrassed land agents until 1796 when a SE!Cret defensive 

organization of Protestants was formed to protect Protestant pro

perty from these groups. 

By 1790 the Volunteer Force had become far too independent, 

so the British government replaced it with a complacent militia. 

Then in 1791 the Society of United Irishmen was founded in 

Belfast, consisting at first of middle-class Protestants. A 

split occurred when one faction wanted to use constitutional 

means to gain independence for Ireland, while the other faction, 

led by Wolfe Tone, wanted to use revolutionary action. In 1794 

the group was suppressed and went underground. Tone fled to 

France to seek military aid. He was captured on return to 

Ireland and sentenced to be executed. He committed suicide in 

his cell and is still viewed by the Irish as their first revolu

tionary martyr. 5 After an unsuccessful Irish rebellion in 1798, 

the British Prime Minister thought the legislative union of Great 

Britain and Ireland together with Roman Catholic emancipation was 

the solution to Roman Catholic rebellion and Protestant tyranny 

-- in Ireland. He induced the Irish Parliament to pass the Act of 
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union. On January 1, 1801 the union was formally proclaimed. 6 

Under-Secretary Cooke wrote, in 1799, to Mr. Pitt: "The union is 

the means of preventing Ireland from becoming too great and too 

powerful. "7 The members of the Irish Parliament who voted for 

the Parliament's extinction were handsomely rewarded. The 

British government spend hundreds of thousands of dollars to 

purchase their votes. 8 

After the union, Ireland was mainly concerned with the 

struggle for Irish civic and religious freedom and for separation 

from Great Britain. In July of 1803 an armed outbreak occurred 

under the Irish patriot Robert Emmet, but was easily suppressed. 

The Catholic Association was founded in 1823 and demanded and 

obtained complete Roman Catholic emancipation in Ireland. They 

were permitted to hold office and to sit in Parliament. Then 

came the Tithe War: a rebellion against having to pay tithes to 

support the Anglican Church in Ireland. From this war the middle 

class gained more power in British Parliament, and the tithe in 

1838 was converted into rent charge to be paid by the landlords. 

From 1845 to 1847 Ireland suffered a disastrous famine as a 

result of the potato crop famine. Through death and immigration, 

the population of Ireland decreased by approximately two million 

people. 

In the 19th century agitation for Home Rule assumed a 

leading place in Irish politics with Irish Nationalist Charles 

Stewart Parnell as leader. At that time, on St. Patrick's Day, 

March 17, 1858, the Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood was formed in 
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Dublin -- later changing its name to the Irish Republican 

Brotherhood (IRB).9 This was a secret society which expanded 

rapidly to set up the Brotherhood of St. Patrick, a front organi

zation which advocated its nationalist views openly. 

During the same year, a branch of the Dublin based Irish 

Republican Brotherhood was formed in New York. lO The center of 

the IRB remained in the United States, because of the Irish con

centration from immigration, and was supported by a great 

Irish-American organization, the Clan na Gael. l1 This branch 

became known as the Fenian Brotherhood. Great numbers joined; 

the American armies of the Civil War contained thousands of 

Irishmen whose experience was used in training young men at home; 

Irishmen who served with the British Forces took the Fenian oath. 

Their goal was to free Ireland by military means. 12 Suspecting 

and disliking all secret societies, the Irish Catholic Church 

denounced both the IRB and the Brotherhood of St. Patrick. For 

this, it was imperative for the societies to remain secret and 

centered in New York. 

The ranks of the U.S. Fenian Brotherhood joined those in 

Ireland and planned an uprising in 1867, in conjunction with a 

supported terrorist campaign in England. The implementation of 

these plans began the long siege of damage and loss of life. 

Their militant aggression was followed by arrests and treason 

trials which ended the Fenian Brotherhood. Further, the uprising 

disturbed the British government, and in an effort to conciliate 

the Irish, a bill for the disestablishment of the Protestant 
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Church in Ireland was introduced by William Gladstone, a Liberal 

Prime Minister, and passed in 1869. A year later, the Coercion 

Acts, which made every expression of national feeling illegal, 

were renewed. 

The next Irish revolutionary group to emerge violently was 

the Invincibles which had started abortive rebellion in Dublin 

and Kerry counties. Its grand disturbance occurred on May 6, 

1882, when two of its members stabbed to death Lord Cavendish, 

the chief secretary of Ireland, and his permanent under

secretary, Thomas Henry Burke, in Phoenix Park, Dublin. The 

Invincibles were a secret assassination group of about thirty 

members (including old Fenians) directed from London and Paris. 

Their objective was to eliminate "British tryants on Irish 

soil."13 The life span of the group, which ended with execution 

and imprisonment, was only two years. At their trial they said, 

"We did it to make history."14 

In England, Prime Minister Gladstone tried to resolve the 

Irish problem by introducing in 1886 the Home Rule Bill. This 

bill would have given Irish Parliament the right to appoint the 

executive of Ireland, but the taxing power would remain with 

British Parliament. Parnell accepted the bill, but it was 

greatly opposed in Ulster and England. He reintroduced the bill 

in 1893 but was defeated in the House of Lords. 

In the last quarter of the 19th century two organizations 

were formed with the purpose of rehabilitating Ireland from 

-- within. In 1894, the Irish Agricultural Organization Society was 
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formed to help improve economics of Ireland, and in 1903 the 

Gaelic League was founded to raise the intellectual level. The 

Sinn Fein, meaning "Ourselves alone, "15 was founded in 1900 by 

Arthur Griffith to promote Irish economic welfare and to achieve 

the complete political independence of Ireland. It became the 

most important political party and the leading force in the even

tual attainment of Irish independence. 16 

Another significant militant nationalist organization, the 

Irish Volunteers, formed in 1913 during the controversy over the 

third Home Rule Bill, to counter the anti-home rule pressure of 

an Ulster organization and of the Unionist British politicians. 

Allied with other minor organizations, the Irish Volunteers 

planned and fought in the 1916 Easter Rising. After 1916, they 

supported the Sinn Fein as the political voice of Irish republi

canism. 

From these terrorist organizations, predominantly the Irish 

Volunteers, the Irish Revolutionary Army (the IRA) was created in 

January 1919 17 (later changing its name to the Irish Republican 

Army). The purpose of this force was to oppose British rule of 

Ireland by the use of armed coercion which began with the 

Anglo-Irish War (the War of Independence, 1919-21). The army 

employed guerrilla tactics which included ambushes, raids, and 

sabotage. This act of terrorism forced the British to negotiate 

a political settlement, the terms of which provided for the 

creation of the Irish Free State having dominion status within 

the British Empire. Under this settlement, the Government of 
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Ireland Act of 1920 divided six northern counties from the 

island's entirely, which became a separate political state with 

its own constitution. lS Southern Ireland, the Republic of 

Ireland, did not accept this division as permanent, but Northern 

Ireland consistently refused to consider a reunion. The boundary 

between the two was permanently fixed in 1925. 19 The act con

sequently split the IRA into two factions: one supporting the 

peace settlement, and the other opposing it. The former group 

became the core of the official Irish Free State Army, while the 

latter group, who came to be known as "the Irregulars," began to 

organize armed resistance against the new independent government. 

In the ensuing Civil War (1922-23), the two groups engaged in a 

bitter conflict, which ended with the surrender of the 

Irregulars. 

The Irregulars did not, however, surrender their arms or 

disband as an organization, but remained in the background as a 

constant reminder to successive governments that the aspiration 

for a united, republican Ireland, achieved by force if necessary, 

was still alive. Recruiting and illegal drilling by the IRA con

tinued, as did intermittent acts of violence. The organization 

was consequently declared illegal in 1931 and again in 1936. And 

in 1939, it organized a series of bombings in England, and the 

Dail Eireann (Irish House of Representatives) took rigid measures 

against it, including provision for imprisonment without trial. 

In 1949, the Republic of Ireland withdrew from the Common

wealth of Nations while Northern Ireland held elections. The 
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Nationalist Party, composed of Roman Catholics supporting the 

union with the Republic of Ireland, was defeated by the Ulster 

Unionist Party. Further, in May, the British Parliament passed a 

bill retaining Northern Ireland as part of the United Kingdom 

until the local Parliament decided otherwise. 20 

The following decade proved to be uneventful, and perhaps 

for this reason, the 1960's brought about a new surge of violence 

and terrorism. The prime consideration for the IRA at that time 

was the need to increase active political agitation. 21 The cam

paigns for such agitation constantly made headlines in Great 

Britain's papers. The cold blooded assassinations appeared never 

ending. Some spoke of the IRA killings as "neither military nor 

political but criminal, sectarian vengence." 22 

Near the decade's end, a new campaign had formed in pursuit 

of civil rights. Derry, now known as Londonderry, was the target 

with its Nationalist majority (the minority Catholics) and 

Unionist government (the majority Protestants), massive 

unemployment, demonstrable inequalities in housing, and unequal 

representation in local elections. In fact, Derry had an abun

dance of problems which caught the attention of the British press 

and government. Therefore, in October of 1968, a scheduled march 

took place which shocked the viewing world. With the help of the 

British television, the riots, marches and demonstrations were 

brought into every British home. English MP's could see for the 

first time the violence within the police forces, the howl of the 

mobs, and could hear the many grievances of the Nationalists. 
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-" Viewers were stunned to learn that the police were armed in 

Ulster (versus their "bobbies" who carried batons), that people 

could be detained without a trial in Ulster, and that people's 

religion determined their housing and their job in Ulster. 23 

English politicians were stunned at the mess at their own back 

door. The Unionists were stunned to find themselves on stage 

under the eye of the television camera and the Mother of 

Parliaments. 

This appeared to be the first constructive participation by 

the IRA simplY because it brought the viewing public face-to-face 

with the cruel realities of the present day Anglo-Irish Conflict. 

As a result of this televised clash, the British government 

appointed a commission which met in London but accomplished 

nothing. 

During this period, the IRA leadership had remained split 

between the importance of socialist activities and of militant 

terrorism in Northern Ireland. The order that the IRA units in 

Northern Ireland should not take part in military action remained 

in force and was generally adhered to, but IRA men, as indivi

duals, began taking a prominent part in the many local street 

defense committees and action groups that were springing up in 

the Catholic communities against anticipated attacks by the Ulster 

police force and Protestant mobs. As the security situation wor

sened, many IRA leaders in Northern Ireland pressed for per

mission to take their units into action, but this was always 

-- refused with the old excuse that the time was not yet ripe for 

military action. 
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- As violence worsened around the border, the reputation of 

the IRA in Northern Ireland sank, one reason being that the 

leader of the Nationalist Party told the Catholic communities 

that they could expect little protection from the IRA. The 

Catholic opinion of it was indicated by many inscriptions of 

"IRA = I Ran Away" which were daubed on many walls. 24 

By late December 1969, the two tendencies of the IRA could 

no longer remain as one group. Although each had the same imme

diate aim, to create a failure in the British government which 

would lead to a withdrawal from Ulster, they saw the means to the 

goal differently.25 Consequently, the new armed wing (the 

Provisional IRA) felt the use of physical force was necessary to 

accomplish its goal and to provide the Catholic community with 

its two-edge sword of protection and societal destruction. 

Opposing the armed wing was the Official IRA which used the stra

tegy of valid political action and principles of non-violent 

confrontation. 26 The Official IRA, later dubbed as "Old 

Stickies", retained its link with its overt political arm, the 

"Official" Sinn Fein Party. 

The IRA split caused bitterness and friction, especially in 

the struggle for arms and membership. In January, 1970, there 

were several fights and clashes between the Officials and the 

Provos. The Provos were openly poaching men from the Officials 

and seizing their arms and equipment by force; or their arms and 

ammunition were procured initially from old IRA dumps in the 

-- Irish Republic, some of which were simply taken without 
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permission; and others were seized by Provos raiding parties and 

smuggled across the border into Northern Ireland. 

During the spring, they began a campaign of sabotage, mainly 

against electric power supplies, roads, and bridges. At this 

time, the first Provos casualty occurred which was due to the 

premature explosion of a device which was being planted against 

an electricity installation in Belfast. 27 From this point on, 

the death toll soared (February 6 dated the first British soldier 

shot and killed)28 from attacks and riots, but the Provos 

established their credibility with the Catholic communities. 

By mid 1970, fatal incidents occurred daily. The favorite 

killing tools were petrol bombs for firing at soldiers, and acid 

and nail bombs. Corne December, only after the first year in the 

history of the Provisional IRA, they succeeded in turning the 

Catholic communities against the once-popular British soldiers. 

They also killed two members of the Ulster police force and 

twenty-three civilians and injured 190 police and soldiers, and 

over 1,000 civilians due to terrorist activity of involvement in 

rioting of disturbances. 29 

While the infamous Provos fought against the police forces 

and military, they also fought with the Officials. Hostilities 

frequently broke out between them as each struggled for territory 

and dominance. The Officials had begun committing terrorist acts 

in Northern Ireland, but on a much smaller scale than those of 

the Provos. The Official leader, Cathal Goulding, permitted such 

activity in order to make a safety value to prevent his remaining 
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- militants from defecting to the Provos. He pledged that his 

organization would "kill two British soldiers for every Irishman 

killed.,,30 

The basic difference divided them: the Officials wanted a 

political revolution on the traditional communist pattern, and 

the Provos wanted a Vietnam-type guerrilla war. There was an 

outbreak of deadly violence between them in Belfast in March 

1971, when a number of bodies were found at dawn on the streets 

and in ditches, usually shot in the back of the head. In the 

underground struggle between the two factions, "justice" was 

often dealt out in a ruthless manner. A number of informers and 

defectors were killed, and shootings and beatings were admi

nistered for other alleged IRA crimes. Punishments often 

included shooting the victim in the kneecap or the head, dropping 

concrete blocks on hands and feet, and abducting to abuse regu

larly, then tarring and feathering and tieing to lamp posts. 

1972 was the "Year of the Car Bomb" among other spectacular 

activities. without any warning at all, on the first day of the 

year a bomb was placed in a stolen truck and exploded in the 

center of Belfast, injuring sixty-two civilians. 3l One month 

later the British Embassy in Dublin was burnt. 

With such an eventful year beginning, it is appropriate to 

state that the following years of terrorism and assassinations 

snowballed. Legislation was proposed for some sort -- any sort 

of ceasing, or at least, curbing of violence. It did not appear 

,-- to be a simple task, because proposals came and went without suc-

-18-



-

-

cess. However, in 1976, the Westminster Parliament approved the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act which enabled certain terrorist 

offenses committed in either the Irish Republic or Northern 

Ireland, including murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, hijacking, 

-robbery, and conspiracy to cause explosion, to be tried in 

Britain or Northern Ireland. The act was later approved and 

signed by the Irish President Cearbhall O'Dalaigh. 

The string of brutal and barbaric acts continued as normal 

through the early 1980's; however, in 1983, Ulster's chief 

constable reported that terrorist incidents had dropped to the 

lowest point since 1970. 32 Unfortunately, this ease of action 

did not last throughout that year. By December, Ireland's most 

wanted terrorist, Dominic ("Mad Dog") McGlinchey, slaughtered 

church goers at Elim Church, which was located in Armagh County, 

just one mile from the Irish Republic border. 33 

During the hustle and bustle of Christmas shopping, a caller 

with an Irish accent phoned to announce "Car bomb outside 

Harrods. Two bombs in Harrods.,,34 At 1:20 p.m. on a Saturday, 

a car parked outside exploded with a thunderous roar which could 

be heard a mile away at Buckingham Palace. On the street lay 

dead and injured shoppers. One nearby store owner escaped the 

explosion through his rear fire exit and returned to the street 

where he found three bodies and a dead dog beside the flaming 

remains of a car. He is quoted: "only the legs of a policeman 

were recognizable as human. He had no face left.,,35 The police, 

-19-



tragically, had been searching for the bomb when it exploded, 

apparently detonated by remote control. 

The damage devastated lives, cerebrations, and objects, and 

although Christmas shoppers returned days later, it was far from 

business like usual. Suddenly every abandoned package was an 

occasional panic, every illegally parked car a potential threat. 

Police vans, sirens wailing, responded to over 800 bomb alerts -

all false alarms. 36 Scotland Yard put over seven hundred extra 

bobbies on the streets to combat new IRA attacks, while detec

tives pieced together thousands of bits of evidence from the 

blast which ripped through the five floors of Harrods. With six 

killed and ninety-four wounded, the Provisional IRA claimed 

responsibility for the bombing by stating "we regret the civilian 

casualties. ,,37 

Eight months later, during the August holiday month, 

Parliament in recess and hard news scarce, the television cameras 

were in force during an IRA Ulster riot. It was said to be one 

of the worst scenes of police violence in years and the British 

television viewers saw the entire account. A 22-year-old 

bricklayer ran toward the police carrying what appeared to be a 

stick. About six feet away a policeman leveled his gun and fired 

leaving a red bullet bruise on the young man's chest. Although 

the police were firing only plastic bullets, the results ended in 

one death and twenty wounded civilians. The young bricklayer was 

the 2,388th death in the last fifteen years. 38 

Beginning to lose confidence in their tactics to win the 
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British withdrawal from Ulster, the Provisional IRA changed its 

target slightly. Instead of assassinating British civilians and 

forces, they went straight for the Prime Minister at Brighton's 

Grand Hotel, during the Conservative Party's four-day annual 

October conference. At 2:45 a.m., the night's silence ended by a 

roaring explosion which occurred just thirty feet above the Prime 

Minister's suite. It blew out a thirty foot deep and fifteen 

foot wide section of the nine story building, spraying broken 

glass and chunks of concrete through the halls and onto the 

street. Tons of plaster crashed from floor to floor, finally 

destroying an area of the gound floor. Thatcher's suite was 

badly damaged; its bathroom was totally demolished. However, to 

the dissatisfaction of the IRA, Maggie emerged from the ruins 

unhurt. "This conference will go on as usual," she declared 

firmly in her Iron Lady manner. 39 

Others were not so fortunate, four were killed and at least 

thirty-four were injured. Among the dead were Sir Anthony Berry, 

a former Tory Deputy Chief Whip; Eric Taylor, Chairman of the 

Northwest Area Conservative Association; and Mrs. John Wakehan, 

wife of the Chief Whip. Those injured were Alfred Parsons, the 

Australian High Commissioner to Britain, and Norman Tebbit, 

Thatcher's Trade and Industry Secretary. 

About nine hours after the blast, the Irish Republican Army 

claimed responsibilty. In a telephone call to the Irish state 

radio in Dublin, the group asserted that it had set off a 

gelignite bomb in an attempt to kill "the British Cabinet and the 

-21-



- Tory warmongers. "40 The IRA promised more violence in the 

future. "Thatcher will not realize," it said, "that Britain can-

not occupy our country, torture our prisoners and shoot our 

people in their own streets and get away with it. Today we were 

unlucky. But remember, we have only to be lucky once. You will 

have to be lucky always."4l 

During Thatcher's speech, she denounced the bombings as "the 

work of evil men." The attack, she continued, "was an attempt 

not only to disrupt and terminate our conference, it was an 

attempt to cripple her Majesty's democratically elected govern

ment. All attempts to destroy democracy by terrorism will fail. 

It must be business as usual."42 At the end of her forty minute 

address, she received an eight minute thunderous applaud -

apparently her strength had boosted her failing reputation. 

Fatal incidents have continued, each being as disastrous, if 

not more, than the last. Every act of violence has been treated 

simply as a criminal matter, not as a political issue by the 

Ulster authorities and their British counterparts, which has 

offended the Nationalists who are neither IRA members nor sup

porters. However, on November 15, 1985, Great Britain and the 

Irish Republic signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement giving Ireland a 

formal consultative role in the governing of Northern Ireland. 

Prime Minister Thatcher and Irish Prime Minister Garret 

FitzGerald signed the accord at Hillsborough Castle in Ulster. 

The agreement followed fifteen months of secret negotiations and 

was the first of its kind since Ireland was partitioned in 1922. 
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The Unionist leaders in Northern Ireland and Unionist mem

bers of Parliament in England quickly denounced the accord and 

vowed to make every effort to prevent its implementation. The 

Unionists were predominately Protestant and opposed to Ulster's 

Roman Catholic minority, which favored reinforcement with 

Ireland. 

Further, the agreement provides for an "intergovernmental 

conference" of British and Irish cabinet ministers that would 

meet frequently to discuss sensitive political, security, and 

legal issues affecting Northern Ireland. A member of the Irish 

Cabinet is designated as a permanent ministerial representative 

and meets regularly with the Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland. The conference is charged with promoting cross-border 

cooperation on security, economic, social, and cultural matters. 

The reaction to the accord was mixed with Unionists and some 

Irish Nationalists denouncing it sharply and Conservative and 

Opposition MP's welcoming it warmly. Unfortunately, the success 

of the agreement has been as mixed as the reaction. Significant 

progress has not been clearly made. 

In piecing together the Ulster puzzle, it is apparent that 

each of the participants to the struggle must bear part of the 

blame for the conflict. Perhaps what is less apparent is that 

the struggle has a capable solution. Like any man made problem, 

the Northern Ireland tragedy is soluable by man. While an accep

table solution has yet to be found, a number of suggestions which 
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can be categorized under the Dublin-London-Belfast labels have 

been advanced. 

The Dublin viewpoint begins with the fact that there is 

only one Ireland, and until this fact is accepted and the two 

parts of the island are once again joined, the troubles in the 

North of Ireland are bound to continue -- a divided Ireland will 

never be content or at peace. The basis for this belief is that 

the coalition of the six counties lack stability and that stabi

lity can never be formed on the sectarian foundations of the 

North. Further, stability is impossible when the party in power 

(the Unionist Party) maintains its position by keeping all 

non-Unionists in a position of inequality. When the Unionist 

Party emerged as head of an artificially created majority, it 

pursued dictatorial objectives on democracy, equality, and 

majority will, as it does so today. These discriminatory prac

tices have kept the six counties an area of unequals. 

To allow the Protestants to exercise a permanent veto over 

peace and tranquility is clearly wrong. A way must be found to 

bring harmony among the peoples of Ireland. That way is to 

recognize the fact that the people of Ireland are one and that 

the government of Ireland should therefore also be one. 

A single all Ireland government does not and will not mean a 

takeover of the North by the South. Instead, it means a new 

Ireland, a new constitution, a new beginning for the people of 

Ireland, which would result in greater prosperity since energies 

could be concentrated on building better lives for the people --
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instead of dissipating them in division and recrimination, as at 

present. 

By controlling the six counties, Britain can advance the 

cause of peace in Ireland simply by informing the leaders of the 

North that the experiment of Protestant hegemony is over and that 

they must work toward the reunion of the two parts of Ireland 

which will provide a real solution to the tragedy in the North. 

To ask Britain to insist on reunification hardly seems to be 

asking too much, since it was responsible for the creation of the 

Northern dictatorship in the first place, and since it has chosen 

to tell the world that the conflict is a matter within its own 

jurisdiction. 

Likewise, for the London viewpoint there is only one solu

tion -- the restoration of the rule of law and the determination 

by the peoples of the province, through domestic processes, of 

the course that Ulster is to follow. It is quite flexible 

because Britain will adhere to whatever decision the people of 

the province choose, and it will neither permit terrorism to make 

that choice, nor hesitate to employ whatever means are necessary 

to restore law and order. 44 Britain will continue to provide for 

its Northern Ireland citizens the fullest protection of such rule 

of law and combat the IRA terrorist campaigns. Indeed, "there 

has been, and remains, no more such urgent or compelling task 

than to bring the present state of violence to an end," and, 

therefore, the "army will remain for so long and in such strength 

as the situation requires. n45 Further, Northern Ireland will 

-25-



remain part of the United Kingdom for as long as the majority of 

the people wish to be. In this regard, Britain will respect and 

support the wishes of the majority for either independence or 

union with the Republic, although if Ulster were to choose inde

pendence, it could not expect its sovereignty to be combined with 

continued British economic, financial, and military guarantees. 46 

The Belfast viewpoint is the continued separation of 

Northern Ireland from the Republic. By far the most widely 

accepted solution to the conflict in Northern Ireland is the pro

posal to provide Ulster with a worthwhile regional Parliament and 

to continue to adhere to the idea of the United Kingdom under one 

flag and one monarch. As a result of this approach, Ulster's 

public would benefit from the best of all political and economic 

worlds: since, on one hand, it would have an effective local 

government, and on the other hand, it would continue to obtain 

the half crown along with the British Crown. 47 

Concerning law and order, Britain believes that it is not 

the precursor to freedom and justice. These societal factors are 

instead interdependent: if there is to be a nondespotic reign of 

law and order, there must be freedom and justice; and if there is 

to be freedom and justice, there must be law and order. 

Accordingly, law and order must be pursued simultaneously with 

freedom and justice. 48 

How to best bring about these conditions in Ulster has been 

debated by bullets and words for longer than anyone cares to 

remember. While the debate will undoubtedly and unfortunately 
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continue for some time, one possible solution stands out. This 

proposed two-step solution is workable, and although the solution 

will neither fully satisfy all of the participants nor bring true 

peace to the six counties for another generation, it offers -

through its immediate and long-range stages -- the best chances 

for the attainment of that peace. 

To begin with, step one aims at terrorism. The approach 

places added emphasis on extending full equality and justice to 

all citizens of Ulster. By substituting equitable and desired 

treatment for the discrimination of the past, it is hoped that 

the assistance granted by the Northern citizenry to the Catholic 

and Protestant extremists, either through outright aid or indif

ference, will be superseded by the citizen opposition required to 

defeat urban geurrillas. 

Secondly, step one envisions a British request for a United 

Nations, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, or, more realisti

cally, European Economic Community peacekeeping force to replace 

the British Army. Even though Britain has asserted that the 

Ulster conflict is a matter within its domestic jurisdiction, 

the fact remains that Britain's Irish history makes it difficult 

for the British Army to keep the peace; and even though an inter

national peacekeeping force will not necessarily have more suc

cess than the British Army in maintaining order, it will most 

assuredly be better able to convey the feeling that it is 

treating all citizens of Northern Ireland fairly. For these 

-- reasons it is to be hoped that Britain will reverse its stand 
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- and consent to the information of a Northern Ireland peace 

keeping force. 

Finally, step one recommends that the status of Northern 

Ireland remain unchanged unless and until the people of the six 

counties decide, by democratic means, to alter that status. The 

vast majority of the Ulster people find the quality of its life 

of far greater importance than whether it is governed by Dublin, 

London, or Belfast. It is, furthermore, true that the problem of 

sectarianism cannot be solved simply by taking the problem and 

putting it into a thirty-two context. 49 

Simultaneously with the implementation of the first part of 

the solution, the second step must be commenced. That step, the 

integration of the schools of Northern Ireland, could be 

exceedingly difficult to accomplish given the traditions of the 

North. If, however, complete and lasting peace is to come to 

Ulster, the subtle discrimination of segregated education must 

end. Unless children learn to live together and understand each 

other, it seems both certain and logical that they will neither 

be able to live together in peace nor understand each other when 

they become adults. 

Although integrated education is a delicate issue, it must 

become a reality because the present education system does more 

than any other factor in making a divided community in Northern 

Ireland and constituting the major obstacle in communal 

understanding. The battle will be difficult since it is argued 

-- that the control of education is an essential part of the whole 
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-

fabric of Roman Catholicism and since many parents, both Catholic 

and Protestant alike, will object to integrated education. The 

battle could be won because Britain could put economic pressure 

on the Catholic schools by cutting off or reducing state funding 

of sectarian education, thereby making it financially difficult 

for those schools to survive or in the alternative, making those 

schools so expensive that parents would send their children to 

state schools. 

Of course, these assertions might prove to be wrong, and the 

so-called solution might be a failure. One thing is certain, the 

assertions and the solution stand a better chance of bringing 

peace to Northern Ireland than the bombs and bullets and empty 

acts that have become so much a part of Ulster's everday life. 

The movement for an Irish Ireland at times seems to stretch 

back over a thousand years into the Celtic twilight. The speci

fic struggle for an Irish Republic has a history of nearly two 

centuries and even the organizational structure of the IRA is 

over fifty years old. A long and living revolutionary tradition 

is not unique, but what is peculiar to the IRA, by contrast with 

most revolutionary groups, is persistence in the face of failure, 

"we will fight 'til the fight is fought."SO 
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