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Mary, Queen of Scots 

'A Kinv is History's slave. 
History, that is the unconscious general swarm life 
of mankind, uses every moment of the life of Kintrst 
as a tool for its own purposes.' 

Leo Tolstoy 

Introduction 

What is there about a sovereign that he will struggle and 

sweat blood until the very termination of his life to retain a 

crown which only promises to bring him more pain and sorrow? 

What can be said far such a person; that he is courageous, a 

meR"alomaniac, or simply well indoctrinated in the divine right 

of kinv theory? To gain even an inkling of insight into a 

sixtaenth century royal character, one cannot think in a twen~ieth 

century. middle class frame of mind~ One must place himself in 

an era where the words, democracy, freedom and constitution ape 

as yet unused. Tha influences and the attitudes of monarchs were 

totally autocr~tic. If perchance one felt an aversion or hatred 

of hls king as a human being, one still felt the utmost regard 

and ~evo~encc for his status and position as reigning monarch. 

Of course there wer>e exceptions when royal subjects took Matters 

into their own hands and closed their ears to the shouts of the 

divine ri~hts of the king theory; unfortunately for Mary, Queen 

of Scotland, she was one such royal personage. 

What was the driving force behind Mary, Queen of Scots that 

led her through the most trying of times. 3nd still claimed her 

rights to the thrones of Scotland and England even as she stretched 

her neck over the executioner's block:? Looking ove'" Mary's life 

carefully. the answer unravels rather easily. 



2. 

Mary's father was James V of Scotland. He was born to the 

match of James IV of Scotland and Margaret Tudor of England. She 

was the sister of Henry VIII and it from this relationship that 

Mary later makes her claim to the line of succession to the 

throne of' 5:nf!land. Henry VIII constllntly pressed for his nephew 

.ramel'S to come to England to be educated. Possibly he saw the 

onportunity to .loin the two thrones of the island by keeping the 

S~ottish heir in his custody. However~ James grew up in Scotland 

a"1d in due time was crowned as Ki np:. The kingd01l'} he inheri ted 

was bank~upt from the rule of Margaret Tudor and her second husband, 

the earl of Angus. It was up to James to search the continent 

of Europe for a bride who would bring along a large dowry and a 

helpful alliance to Scot] n~d. I:h~ finally persuaded t.he French 

King Frr.n~is I's daughte~. Madeleine to marry hiM, hut the frail. 

sixtE~en year old T~m.f: dead soon after her arri'!al. 'rhe Scottish 

...... eather had proved to much for her. 

Available onen more, James looked once more to France and 

thc~e os~ed the m~tch wIth Mary oP 

widovred d.fta,· the -1. timely dea th of the due d' Or ltans. At twenty-

two, she was ta:1, healthy and intelli~ent. Her ~amily was one 

of the most powerful in Fr8ncp,. Even Henry VIII sought hel' 

hand in marT'iap:e upon the dea tr. of Jane Se:lmour; but I1ary pT'1..;.dontl;y 
.-, 

replied ~hat although her figure was big, her neck was small.~ 

At any rate in 1538 the new Queen I'-1ary began her royal J :i.fe 

in Scotland. Nary's domestic life ".1a5 all but pleasa.nt as James 

kept up his outside flirtations and was remorseful at the lack 

of a leg:. t.imate heir from Mary. In i'lay of 1540 she bore a child 

and in 19~1 she had another. Her 1ife seemed to be getting mo.:,c 
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tranquil J when both children died Hi thin a '-leek of each other. 

This put James V back into the precarious position of being 

without an heir. His troubles WeI'I';) compounded '.71.th the war wi tl: 

England and trouble -with his powerfully, amhitious nobles. His 

wife ~as with child again, but even this could not cheer him and 

his me:~tal heal th beca""'ie unstable. He seemed to sense his own 

death and spoke of it often. So at the ape of thirty, James V 

was dead, and his week old daughter was a queen. 

l!lhat did the little Queen l'1ary inherit from James and }iary 

of Guis:e to make her the woman she became? ,'ron James, IJIary 

inherited a tendency for physical and mental collapse at the 

most inopportune of times, his gaiety and high spirits that eould 

dip so low and sour up again, and a flare for the dramatic. Prom 

Nary of Guise, she inherited her tall stature, her quick mind and 

her renowned courage and pluckishness. Unfortunately, she also 

inh€lrited a di.vided kingdom of Scotland. Its subjects were 

begj::!ni~1v to foe 1 the influences of the i1eformation; and many 

were willing to ,Join the newly-formed Church of England and make 

a hreak from Rome. The people were still tryinp; to recover from 

the stunnin.!! defeat in battle at the hands of the English. Nary 

really had her life cut out for her from the first moment she 

breathed the frigid air of Scotland that winter. 

The main questions, however, to be answered in 1542 were 

these: who was gain.!! to rule during her minority and who was this 

little prize going to marry? The arguments ensued and for five 

and a half years her destiny was discussed by all of Europe. 

Eventually Mary of Guise \-wn out as the main regent 9 and 'Ii rtually 

ruled Scotland until liaf'S Cd.me O.r age. As for 1I1ary, there were 



4. 

severa:~ youn~ princes of Europe to be reckoned with as future 

brideg,J'ooms. Henry VIII wanted Mary in England with him, and 

he fouvht vociferously for her. He saw a peaceful solution to 

the Sc()ttish-En~d ish problem wi th a marriage between Ivlary and his 

son, the future Edward VI. But the traditional Scottish-French 

allian<~e won out and ,<o,t last Hary's fate was determined. It 

was deeided that she would go to France and be educated at the 

court of Henry II and the infamous Catherine de l'1edicis. It was 

hoped at the time that there would be a marriage between the young 

French dauphin and Mary at the proper time. 

So it was off to France Mary sailed, eluding the English 

ships vTai ting to abduct her, away from the dangerous and ever

changin~ politics of Scotland. Scottish life would soon be 

just mElmories to her as she easily adapted to the French ways of 

life. For thL-·teen years, Hary enjoyed the rapid, luxurious 

life of the French royal family. It can readily be saj.d then 

that Hl3lry, Queen of Scots was totally a product of French ideas 

and attitudes. If one knows anything of ~.ce vast difference 

between the gay, frivolous French court, and the rough, crude 

life of Scottish royalty. it is easy to sympathize with r--:ary later 

in lifE!, as she tries to measure her Scottish nobles and subjects 

by a French yardstick. The French influence went very deeply 

into her character. One particularily, important influence 

which carried over through her entire life was her religious 

trainir.,g in the Catholic faith by her uncle, the cardinal of 

Lorrair..e. He also encouraged her to be interested in Scotland 

and its affairs, and tau~ht her many valuable lessons in state-
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craft. 

It is intersting to note that Mary was literally treated 

as a little queen by her future father-in-law, Henry II. H •• 0 

housed her in tho royal nursery along with his growing brood 

of children. She shared all their travels and privileges. 

Education was taken very seriously at the ~enais5ance court, 

as Catherine de Medicis from Italy was a great patron of the 

arts. Even Mary's governess was French, and with each year that 

passed, Mary lost her Scottish ways and took on French ones. 

Mary's character was developing too, and it could be seen 

as she entered adolescen~e that she was on the verge of hysteria 

often over dlffeT':--t natter's .i:" -::1.}:8(, cases .• it can be seen that 

without strong support and advice, Eary seemed bewildered and 

confused. ',-Jhenever she pot extremel y upset or dis tressed , it 

appearE~d in physical s~TIptom~. This trait, evidently inherited 

from hE~r father, James V. 3y the time of her Hedding to t1:e 

dauphin, Mary was co~sidered quite the beauty of her ~ay, much 

to :;ueen Elizaheth's chap-riri. She had golden red hair and was 

extremely tall for her day, perhaps 5'11 ". Her intellipence 

was ~reat, her char~ and ~atural Vrace definite assets, and her 

Fre~ch education ~ade her very sophisticated. 

The youn~ French heir, on the other hand, was a sickly, 

wretched creat.ure, but he adored ERr:;. Perhaps it was her 

vitali+y that h~ admired, certainly she tried her best to please 

him. A t any rate, their m arriap-e proved more amiable than I,.ary' s 

followinr: unions. Her first montts of marriage, as the ne'..; queen 

dau~hiness were the most fay and happily carefree of her life. 

The poets of }'rance praised her wi th reams of poetry t painters 

floe ked to do her ,?ortrait. and ambassadors sW8..rmed to her side. 
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in her life, could 

anyone imagine the sorrows that would befall her later. The 

younf" queen had the world at her feet, and she kne"r it. 

At this time in Env]and, Mary Tudor was on the English 

throne. She was considered the legitimate heir of Henry VIII, 

while her half-sister Elizabeth was considered the illegitimate 

dauf"hte:r. r1ary d=-ed, and the whole argument over Henry VIII's 

divorce from Catherine of Aragon was the topic of the day. 'l'he 

answer to the question of was Anne Boleyn's daughter the rightful 

heir de'Jended upon one's politics and J'el igion. HenryI I, being 

Catholic, did not recognize Elizabeth as legitimate, and thus 

she was not the rightful heir, in his eyes. But Henry's eyes did 

see fit to announce to the world that his daughter-in-law, the 

niece of Henry VIII, and legitimate grandchild of Margaret Tudor, 

was in fact the one to claim the throne of England. No one at 

the time coul d forsGe tl:e iandora' s box that Henry opened by 

claiming Mary's rignts for her and his son. Years later, when 

she no =_onger is under the protection of France, Elizabeth would 

use these claims against Mary. Mary and Francis added the arms 

of England to those of Scotland. and France to their shield, however. 

Elizabeth took the throne, hut Mary never let go of the ambition 

of bein~: formally named as Elizabeth's successor and heir. The 

idea of rei~ning over England was instilled in this impressionable 

girl's '1'tind, and it never left as the years passed by. 

The year 1559 promised to bring much gaiety and festivities 

to the French court, with weddings planned for two of Henry's 

daughters and his youngest sister. At a jousting tournament in 

honor of his dau;;htor's wedding, Henry was lanced in the eye and 

the throat. Q,ueen Mary of Scotland was now a Queen of France. 
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With Hary, Francis and Catherine at the head of the f\overnment, 

the Guise family was all-powerful. They were always ready with 

advice for the yo',mf! couple. and gave Mary many lessons in 

int::,i.gue and court politics that would be useful to her later 

on in Scotland. 

In one area though sixteen year old Mary and fifteen year 

old Francis were on their own, so to speak, and that concerned 

the be~etting of a child, and an heir to France. That longed 

for child would be a Valois- Guise product and Many people in 

France had their futures staked on that baby. But Francis was 

physically i.mmatt:.re, probably he never reached complete puberty 

before his death, and certainly the ever-watchful eyes of the 

court ambassadors knew this. As the Spanish ambassador so 

crudely, but amply put it, if the queen did conceive a child, 

'it will certainly not be the King's.' 3Mary in her ardent desire 

to perform her queenly duty imagined her self with child several 

times during her short marriage. Ivlost historians agree tm t 

most likely the marriage was never consumated in the full sense 

of the word. lVlary was still a virgin when she left France, and 

had never known real physical, passionate love. '1.'h1s is 5ust 

another influence in r.1ary ' s life, this longing to know real, 

adult love. 

Mary's happy days in France ended abr~ptly when the sickly 

French Kinp: Fran~is died, eighteen months after his coronation. 

r-Ia:r-y was now just a dowarer queen of France at the age of eighteen. 

Six months prior to this event, her mother had died. ~ary had 

not really potten over it when Francis passed on and she cried 

incessantly and was ~rief striken. 



8. 

lony: practice of poetr7.~ ~~fritjnR:. Bereis <~ lransiation of' 

:Ja~t o~~ (l :;08rn ::!r.e cOP1posed '--,-fta;> :'rancis's death. 

"";hare'ler I may bE; 
Tr the woods or in tt0 fields 
~h~tGV0r the hour of da~ 
3e l' ~awn or tho eventide 
My heart still feels it ye~ 
Th.e e ~- e r· ~'la 1 l~ er: .tt e !.' ....... 

As I sin~ into my sloep 
rrhB abserlt Otle is rlE.l~'\,"· 
Alone upon my couch 
I feel his beloved touch 
In WO~~ 0~ in "e~"SA .... ~ ~ "'- - t" ~ 'oJ ; ! 

~B are forever cl~5e •••• ~ 
nassion of b. Juliet 

a :{omeo, bu,t she J(wec ~ha~ hoy nevertheless, and :eJt his lOss 

1103-: deep];?". Durinp: her time of ::ourntng Catherine ;;lade s'J.pe 

that ~ary reali7~d her altered ~osition a~ court. She had always 

heen .iea·~ous of an the a<::ter.tioT1S har·y received and. r.ow sa, ... 

her chancR to be back in the limeli~ht. 

Through a.ll of this. the ::;uestion once again arose of Hhom 

should Mary take o~ as a second husband. Xany names wo~e on the 

compiled list, including that of Henr:! StuartfLordDarn:.ey, indeed. 

her next husband. But all of this was unlmown to ;'lary at the 

tim~ and she was a perfect widow for a time. However, she was 

not. contont with this new status she he.ld and .,:~, .. ,'. a delegat.ion 

of Sc ott'l sh nob] es vis i ted her and presented he!' Hi th the idea 

of rulinr'" Scotland "in her own rip:ht. she pondered the offer. One 

Must certainly commend Bar;! foT' her courageous de,~ision~ She 

could have stayed at t~c ?~o~ch court and bided her time on one 

of her inherited eEtates. waiting for her uncles to bring about 

anot~er suitable match for her. But she chose to go back to 
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Scotland. Mary mLst have had a reckless gambling streak in her 

at, times, because thi:: was one dec1sion she made on her own. 

She was certainly choosing an unknown way to follow. 

Arriving in Scotland in 1561, Mary must have been overwhelmed 

at the 9tark differences between her beloved France) and this 

her native land. Her courage, beauty and her youth did not fail 

to impr'~ss the people of Scotland. Her devout att.itudes toward 

the Catholic religion did not settle very well with them, however. 

The majority of hoI' subjects were taken up with the Calvinist 

religio~. Calvin taught that there was an infinite gulf between 

man and God. The new religion wanted to get as far away from 

~ornan Catholicism and the Pope as possible, which explains their 

apprehensive feelings toward Queen Mary as they first gazed upon 

her. On Mary's part, one can understand her shock at the 

difference this new religion made in Scotland, compared to France. 

One of the Calvinist influences was the stripping of life's 

pleasures from the people; fun, parties, dancing, pretty clothing 

and frivolous enjoyments were abhored. What other ways of life 

had Mary ever known~ can anyone fail to sense her bewilderment 

at her new country? 

Of the dominant Protestant nobles, the two outstanding ones 

\.,fere !'-1ary's half-brother, Lord James Stewart whom she later made 

earl of Maray; and William Maitland of Lethington. probably the 

most capable man in Scotland. Mary. who has already been seen 

as a woman who leans quite heavily on men for support, truly 

depended on those men during her early years as Queen of Scotland~ 

There was another powerful man in Scotland who literally 

became a pain in iJIary's side throughout her reign. His name 

was John Knox, the Calvinist. preacher. He was continually rude 

and obr.oxl0us to Mary, on account of her difference in religion. 
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Perhaps one of the few pleasures in life left to the old man 

who followed Calvin's teachings so strictly, was his sworn 

ha tree. of Queen Mary. M.ary tried very honestly to c orne to 

some sort of an understandin~ with Knox, as be represented 

bel" Protestant subjects to her. She met with him several times 

during those first years in France, but he was too much for tbe 

nineteen year old queen and reduced her to tears on more than 

one time. She failed to get her points concerning religion across 

to the stubborn Knox. Mary was constantly harassed by the 

Protestant faction. She, herself was tolerant toward them, am 

only wanted their promise that they would allow the Catholics 

the freedom to practice their religion. Continually Knox spoke 

down from his pulpit and declared that l'1ary was to blame for all 

or any "nisfortunes that happened in Scotland, from hail falling 

in winter, to the price of meal goin~ up during a Highlanders 
[J 

famine •. ) 

Despite all her troubles the first four years of Hary's re:i.gn 

were co~paratively peaceful and calm. For the sixteenth century 

this is certainly a feat tn be admired. Much of the credit goes 

to Mary, as she was extremely wise in placin~ Maitland and 

Lord James in key positions. They lived up to her expectations 

and deserve much praise. Still thepe was the question of a king 

consort ~or Scotland and a husband for Mary. This was of import-

ance to ~ueen Elizabeth us well. She knew that Ea~yls claim to 

su~ceed her, should sbe die childless, was e. ;"a2::.; clain, c.:.n::.l 

a~~0pted by ~any people. ~liza~e~h, herself, had lon~ afo 

pledp'ed ~: co remai~ married to the throne of England ar:.d nl) other_ 

so it was futile to hope for a di~act heir. But the Virgin ~ueen 

"toms crafty enourh to realize that she had r.1Qry in a spider t s wet 

0ver tho 8rohlem of succession. ~lizabeth had not officially 
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declared Ma~y to be her heir to the throne, and this Mary and 

her advisors knew and did not feel that she could accept a 

proposal fro~ a sui tor \.,ho did not rr;eet EJ izabeth t s approval. 

Then too was the problem of reli~ion; should he profess to be 

a Protestant of a Catholic? 

Elizabeth fi~ally sent the name of Lord ~obert Dudley as 

hor can~idate for Mary's husband. He happened to be Queen Eliza

bAth'~ lover. and waz tainted with the scandal of his wife's death, 

which p:"obably occurred at hi s own hands. Xary flatly refused 

the cha~acter, much to Blizabeth's anger and disgust. She was 

not to be daunted in her schemes to ruin Mary's reign, and she 

came up with another name. There was in her court a young Scots 

nobleman cal]ed Darnley, whose father. the earl of Lennox, was 

in exil€! in England. He had a claim to both the thrones of England 

and Scotland. On first: ;rIa.nce at the situation. it would seem 

that Elizabeth had vonc ,r~iiu I.o stage such a match; it could only 

be beneficial to I;:JB(~y and her r>esounding claims. But Darley was 

far froJ11 being a helpful element for Mary's ambitions. He was 

handsome, in a fine feminjne way. and arist.ocratically inclined 

enough to pay homage to a Q.Uf~en. but he was a weak, stupid, spoiled, 

and vain creature, with a vicious nature. Good Queen Bess, 

cunningly knew that in time he would reduce Scotland to chaos and 

01 viI st:rife. 

Elizabeth's p]ot took hold the minute Mary accepted him at 

court. He was of tall stature, as she was, and coupled with his 

easy manner he could not help but winn her over r>9.;:.ic.ly. After 

all Mary was in her prime of sixteeth century life. and by all 

accounts was still a virgin. She was experiencing her first real 
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attraction for a man. Darnley, fel] ill with the measles, a 

very crafty thin~ for nature to do, because Mary insisted upon 

nursing him through his 3icknoss. She also fel1 in love with 

what she thought Darnley ~8S. a perfect king consort for her. 

Against all advice and pleadings from her court, Mary married the 

spineless Darnley in July of 1565. It was the beginning of 

the end :for the reign of Queen Mary. 

The prospect of this Catholic union for Mary alarmed the 

Scottish Protestant, and Moray feared it would bring an end to 

the Anglo-Scottish alliance he had worked so long for and attained. 

He attempted to arouse the people of Edinburgh, a strong Protestant 

town, against Mary and Darnley, but failed., Mary, meanwhile. 

enlisted the help of James Hepburn, earl of BothweJl. an experienced 

soldier, and a loyal crown supporter. 1,1j th Mary and Bothwell 

leadtnv the forces. Moray and his men were driven to England in 

the famous "Chase-About-:taid." They were exiled. but Queen 

Elizabeth quietly paid them off very generously. 

Tv;ary ~.,]80 eGst.9.t:i~ over her succiess 8.t batt1e. She certainl.;: 

did no~ keep her p1an to Fain the ~nvlish throne a secret. as all 

of her newlyfound ~onfid~nce went to her' head. But Mary had 

problems,and one of the bipgest was Darnley. He was arrogant, 

and even Mary beca-ne disenchanted with his nightly outings and 

his excessive drinking. The other situation that arose was that 

of the foreigner, ~iccio. 

David LUC,c1.0 was Mary's Italian secretary to whom she showed 

Many ~avors. This was her fatal mistake. Gossip ran rampant in 
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the court, and even DarnJey accused them of adultrey. rliccio 

caused much of the trouble himself; he was terribly haughty 

with the nobles. Darnley was drawn into a conspiracy to murder 

Riccio, and imprison Mary. The final enticement was to give 

Darnley the crown matril"1oniaJ. Darnley signed the contract, and 

Riccio was as good as dead. 

The murder itself. i~ 1S66. took place with ~ary present. 

six Months pregnant, at her palace at Holyrood. The murderers 

used S6 stah ~ounds to finish off the Jittle Italian. Mary, 

herseJ. f'. we;:; ptys j c ail y unhurt. but the shock nearl y broU)::rht on 

a misca~riaFe. Mary's spirits came to her reseuo, and she charMed 

her husband into !oining her in a daring escape to Dunbar. Her 

f'aith~ul Bothwell brought men to her aid. and she r~turnBd 

victoriously over her nobles. Tria13 were held. but only th6 

servants who had assisted were executed. 

~a"y soon had other thinrs to worry over than her unruly 

nobles. Prince J~~AS was bo~n in June of 1~66. ~ary's excjto~ent 

over her first bo"n child did not di~ her i~satiable desire ror 

8 S~Bwar~ to rule the B~it!sh Isles. Sh~ sald to one of he~ nobJe3, 

!-. 
1an1 and Enrland.-

her ah~or&~ce of ~he sight or Darley. 

her of hltt~r me~ories of trea~hery. She OV9~ j~5cussed a~ 

a~nulm8nt, or probably eve~ divorce from Darnley wtth her nobles. 

7his ~a3 Jike puttln? thn ha:t on tho hQo~. Her nobles detested 



his arropant attitudes toward them. Ttus the plo~ to Murder 

uarnley 'NBS hatcr.ed, with Bothv/el1 in the starinr: roJa. 

At tho time of Darnaly's murder he was housed in a house 

near Edinburp-r; krowr. as Kirk 0' F'ield wi th the ;1.";':: 11 pox, He 

and Ha:'Y had been get ting alonp, better of late, and she often 

s ta ;:red wi th h 1)'1; t hrouph the ni;rht. in the room be low hi S, 81!6!1 

though her own palace was quite nea~. however. on the evening 

of the murder Mary stayed at Holyrood, after bidinp: Darnley 

a good night. Bothwell and hi S ;:}O::1 went to work and b1 eV.' up the 

house, but Darniay apparently escaped the blast. He was found 

strangled to death outs5de the subsequent rubble. All fingers 

pointed in one direction, Bothwell's. Mary, for her part, at first 

felt that her life and that of James was in danger too, but it 

soon became apnarent ~h&t the tarpet had been Darnley and only 

Darnley. r.la ry real j zed that pub 1 i C opini on denounc ed Bothwe 11 

as the murderer and demanded an immediate investigation. There 

was a trial of sorts, hut Both'h"eJl strode away free, as there 

were nc' witnesses apainst him. The arrogant Bothwell then had 

the gal} to claim to his fellow nobles and kinsmen that, the queen 

had premised to reward him for his services by promising to marry 

him. He then demanded thei..r signatures on a document giving t.heir 

approval. 

From this point onward to her incarceration and final deat.h, 

historians still cannot come to any sort of a conclusion over 

Mary and Bothwell's relationship. Were they in fact the passion

ate lovers that legend leads us to believe? Were they simply two 

people in history who used each other to their own ends? Some 

authors believe Mary to he a blazen adultress who carried on with 

BothweJl even before DarnJeyts neath, obvious1y hinting that she 

was somehow involved in the sordid murder. Others protest her 



complete innocen~e. that she was kidnaped by Bothwell, raped, 

and thus forced her to marry him4 Some historia!!s look upon 

Mary's marriage to her husband's murderer as an irrevocable 

admission that they were lovers a1: along, and that she was 

carryin~ Bothwell's child. Others believe that Mary was innocent 

of the murder it3~lf. but during the shock of it all. she 

leaned heavily UDon Bothwell and became infatuated with him, 

whether she knew he was guilty or not is yet anothe~ puzzle. 

Lookin;::>: at Nary from a frankly feminine point of view, 

this writer feels that Mary was at her wits end by the time she 

actually married Bothwel1 4 Her nobles had risen against her, 

her subjects shouted that she was a whore underneath her windo~ 

her son·s very inheritance was in jeopardy, not to mention her 

own life. Bothwell was the man of the hour. her strength and 

her comfort. He was avery ambitious man and knew his way with 

women. Surely by this time IVlary was fed up with her infatuations 

with effeminate ~en such as her first two husbands. She needed 

Bothwell f not foT' the sensual reasons that many h5storians 

expound. but fo" purely political reasons, for until the very 

end Mary never forgot the po1itical implication of any move. 

A particular paragraph and subsequent footnote from an 

interestin~ source on Scotland provides a description of Mary. 

"She wa~tundersexed', athletic, something of a 
tomboy, and of absolute physical courage" 
Footnote: "It has been pointed out that any woman 

with a normal enjoyment of sex can keep a'~arriage 
~oing for six months; yet both of Mary's adult 
marriages were visibly on the rocks well within that 

time."? 
WoS 

The point being that MaryAmost probably not Bothwell's lover. 

But of course that theory rather kills the romantic legend of 
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Bothwel.J_ and ;·I3.ry, Queen of Scots. At any rate, most, authors 

do apree that Bothwell J after hj 3 di fJOr'Cf~ s tl ~ 1 ·"'ent on nightly 

visits with his ex-wife. This could be due to the fact that 

lViary w,}:1 L~Ip:ld.. anr3 s~mply did not :are for the rough Bot.hwell. 

In rebuttle to tho idAq that Mary was 'undersexed', the 

biographer Stefan Zweig told it this way In 1937: 

"The effect on Mary Stuart W;'it~ o'!·:rwhelming. Some
thing \-vhol1y now 1nvCidod her life like 11 thunder
clap. In t~~,::i,:g possessi on of her body, 30thwell 
had also raped her soul .•• :n this en~ounter with 
nothwel1, 'v-rh:ict IGf t her amazed senses t ingl ing 
"lith surpr>ise, she ~a;H? for the f'i7~St time into 
~1.ose contact ~h'ith thc: p~·"i:"'"~it~i'!() rnaJ.c, ,~~._; ",,\f1-;.~ 

t~ampled upon hAr fe~lninity, her modesty, her pride, 
hAY> ....,6"'~'· "'f' "e~u,..,.~ty· a' "d ~h.cY>e?·J' tl-· ho cau~eri a I ..... -...#./,.. ..;J ". .. .::J.:;.s v. ..,Jo \...t ~ -.l.- t;' ... ", ,..- ~... (,,,," 1", J.'...,I ..., lA. .. 

vc'...upt'c.l.OUS uprush :' rom a u-::i verse ··d t.hin herself 
hi therto ',.maus pee ted. "8 

It is obvious that Zweig ~eols that Mary was deeply in love with 

Bot.hweI1. and Bothwel1, in turn, loved that which could bring 

hin the most. more precisely, the crmm of Scotland. 

After Mary's third. marriage, and her flight from the 

rebell~ous nobleE into England. her life is just one plot after 

another. Ni~eteen years cassed, and vengena~ce and intrigue were 

all that sustained her. Finally, E1 izaheth 001.11.d take no :;'!OrB, 

and after a trial for treason, Mary was executed in 1587. 

IvlEcry, queen of Sc ots has bee orne a legend, her story a 

romantic tale that has been the fruit of journalistic endeavor3 

f or ce-::-~turies. At, the beginning of this paper there was extended 

to the reader, the questio~ of ' what makes a sovereign fight 

until tho bitter end for that crown?· In ;v;ary's case perhaps 

when one comes to an understanding of her early life in France, 

her tragic life in Scotland, ani all the adventure of sixteenth 

century life one~an see that she ..... las merely fo} 1 ow i. ng a path 



t!1a.t ',,)as chosen for her from her first breath. A quote from 

a biorraphy on Mary states it well. and follows up with a 

comparison of Mary ani Elizabeth. 

"One cannot too of ten repeat that lVlary was 
a soverei~n queen, bred to be and determined 
to continue a so'?ereign, primarily of Scotland. 
ultimately. in herself or by her issue. of England 
as well. Elizabeth was better aware of this than 
some of her historians have been, and if anybody 
cares to defend Elizaboth in the matter of double
dealing, then sufficient defence would be to say 
that she recognized and realized Nary's ambition 
C'~-.:1C real i zed I'1ary' s determination •••• I·lary and 
Elizabeth were queens-queens of the Henaissance
and both held that a quean's part was to rule J and 
suspected that the welfare of ~er subjects might be 
one of the aims of government ," 

Mary, Queen of Scots, and one time Queen of France, was 

destined to become an enduring legend. 



Footnotes 
., 

Antonia Fraser, Mary Queen of' Scots, (New York: Delacorte 
Press, 1969.) p.xvi. 

2praser, p .. 7 • 

3Fraser, p. 95. 

4Fraser, p .. 108. 

5Eric Linklater, Mary Queen of Scots.. (London: Daily 
Express ,_,) p. 25. 

6Linklater, ~. 70. 

7qosalind Mitchison, History of Scotland, (New York: Methuen 
and Co. Ltd., 1970. ) p.127. 

8Stefan Zweig, Mary Queen of Scotland and the Isles. (New 
York: V ikinp: Press. 1935:) p. 163 .. 

9Linklater. p. So. 
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