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"cy'ne rove for a[[ [iving creatures is tne most 
noG[e attriGute of man. " 

-Charles Darwin 





My vision for the Cincinnati Zoo's 
South American Exhibit is to paint a full 
picture of the South American continent for 
the Zoo's visitors. This includes exhibiting 
all of the major biomes and animals that will 
bring the visitors into the South American 
environment. By using native plants that 
replicale the feeling of each biome and 
manipulating topography and creating 
certain views, combined with exhibiting 
animals and providing educational 
opportunities about the continents culture 
and history, people can come away with a 
full understanding . 

The individual exhibits will be 
created to match as closely to the actual 
habitats of the animals as possible. 
Behavioral enrichment stimulants within 
the exhibits will also allow animals to 
exhibit their natural behaviors and visitors 
will have unique, interesting, educational , 
and entertaining viewing opportunities of 
these exhibits. By providing fully for both 
the animals and the visitors , a successful 
and educationally and entertainingly 
valuable exhibit can be achieved. 
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Overarching Goal: 
Create a successful South American exhibit for the Cincinnati Zoo 

1. Create a better environment for domesticated/captured animals to live in. 
a. Allow the exhibit's animals to display natural 
behaviors 

b. Provide ample holding facilities 

i. Use native vegetation that replicates those found in 
their natural habitat 

ii. Use realistic topography 

iiI. Design unique opportunities for the animals to 
exhibit their natural behaviors 

iv. Create large enough exhibits for the animals to 
properly perform natural behaviors 

v. Do not allow visitor viewing platforms to become too 
invasive 

i. Provide a holding facility for each exhibit 

ii. Provide emergency veh icle access to each holding 
facility 

2. Design a successfully immersive and educational exhibit for the visitors. 
a. Provide interesting, educational, and 
entertaining viewing opportunities 

b. Provide equal experiences for all guests 

c. Educate visitors 

d.lmmerse the visitors in a South American 
experience 

i. Provide interesting viewing angles 

ii. Bring visitors to appropriate elevations for viewing 
each specific animal 

i. Make all paths, ramps, facilities, etc. ADA compliant 

ii. Ensure all viewing/signage is accessible from a 
ch i ld 's height 

i. Provide educational signage about each animal and 
habitat 

ii. Provide educational interactive experiences that 
conform to the Cincinnati Zoo's message of 
conservation , respect for animals, and sustainability 

i. Use proper vegetation and landscapes in and out of 
exhibi ts 

ii. Use screening to block unwanted views 



('}Iny g(z'mpse into the rife of an anima[ quicRgns 
our own and maRgs it so much the rarger and 
6etter in every way. " 

-Ansel Adams 





Vicinity Map 
The Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical 

Garden lies three miles north of downtown 
Cincinnati and just blocks from the 
University of Cincinnati campus. 

Downtown 
Cincinnati 

Cincinnati Zoo & 
Botanical Garden 



Zoo Map 
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Zoo Circulation 
The Cincinnati Zoo's campus is 

organized around a main loop path, with 
the main entrance on the southern edge 
of the site. This is the primary circulatory 
path for visitors to move about the park. 

Branching off of the main loop are 

numerous exhibit loops, wh ich take visitors 
through a particular themed area of exhibits 
before returning them to the main loop. 

There also exist several non-loop 
paths that aid visitors in moving about 
the park and reaching certain exhibits . In 
addition , there is a scenic train loop at the 
center of the Zoo's campus . 
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Site Boundary 
The site available for the South 

American Exhibit is located on the northern 
edge of the Cincinnati Zoo's property. The 
last remaining onsite parking lot makes up 
the bulk of the site, at roughly three acres. 
There are also opportunities to extend the 
site south, into the Zoo 's main campus to 
connect with the Main Loop. 

Site Circulation 
The site is cut off from the rest of 

the Zoo by an access road, the entrance 
of which is on Forest Avenue. The road 
then stretches down the western spine 
of the Zoo and acts as an access to 
several exhibits, warehouse storage , and 
maintenance areas . 

Site Attractions 
There are many existing attractions 

in the vicinity of the site, including food and 
restroom facilities, indoor exhibits, outdoor 
exhibits, and even a merry-go-round and 
theater. Outdoor exhibits include the White 
Lion, Rhinos, and Ring Tailed Lemur. Indoor 
exhibits include Manatee Springs and the 
CREW center. These existing attractions 
already bring a steady flow of visitors into 
the area. 

Tree Cover 
North of the site is a thick , mature 

tree forest, which would act as an excellent 
existing backdrop for many of the exhibits. 
There are also several mature trees 
between the site and the existing zoo. 
However, there are unscreened buildings, 
most notably the Animal Hospital. 

Service Area 
The Cincinnati Zoo has several 

service areas that are not open to the 
public. These spaces include service 
roads and paths, maintenance and animal 
care facil ities, and office space. 

Site Topography 
The site has a general northward 

slope, excluding the pavement of the 
parking lot. There is also a small ravine to the 
south of the site with major topographical 
changes. In addition , the steep slope north 
of Manatee Springs has caused erosion 
issues for the Zoo . 
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Current Site Conditions 





o Main Loop Access 
Being cut off from the rest of the Zoo's 

circulation by the picnic area and Manatee 
Springs, providing the site with access 
from the Main Loop will greatly improve its 
visibility to the visitors. Currently there is 
a path that extends from the parking lot, 
runs adjacent to Manatee Springs, and 
connects to the Main Loop. Although part 
of trlis stretch is currently a service path, 
the path would be a perfect main entrance 
to the South American exhibit. 

• Erosion Control 
The Zoo is currently experiencing 

erosion issues on the steep slope north 
of Manatee Springs. This could be 
remediated through either vegetative or 
structural measures. 

@) Topography 
On the southern edge of the site 

exists a small ravine with a fifteen foot 
change in elevation. This area would lend 
itself well to a mountainous exhibit. Being 
adjacent to the Animal Hospital however 
would require screening. 

e Service Drive 
Duluth Avenue, which extends south 

from Forest Avenue, is a great opportunity 
for a rerouted service drive. This would 
eliminate the need for the current service 
drive that cuts the site off from the rest of 
the Zoo. 

8 Parking Lot 
The majority of the site is currently a 

parking lot. Although this creates a "blank 
slate" to work with, it also offers no natural 
topography to work with in the recreation 
of South America's varied habitats. This 
requires significant earthwork if any 
topographical changes are to be made. 
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Concept 2 expands on the "exhibits 
in the round," making each exhibit 
accessible from a central location. This 
separates the exh ibits and allows each to 
have its own environment. 

(right) 

Circulatory Concept 2 

Circulatory Concept 1 
(Left) 

Concept 1 looks at the possibilities 
of "exh ibits in the round." In this circulatory 
organization, visitors can view all exhibits 
from a single, central location. This has the 
effect of making the vis itors feel as though 
they are in the midst of the habitats. Also, 

.... it gives them the freedom to easily view the 
. t exhibits multiple times and in any order. 


