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A A Abstract

e Revitalization of community integrity, cohesiveness, and spirif
s crucial to the rural fowns dotted across our Midwestern land-
scape. As a beginning quest to understand more fully the is-
sues and ramitications of communify planning, this project
addresses both the long-term growth of Wanamaker, Indiana
and the character in which contemporary development might
fake shape.
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Fieo o Waneameaker Stete Banh

nfroduction

In the wake of what we know as the 20th Century, the sense of place
once innate inour rural towns has disappeared. Growth of the cityscape
to mega-metropolis, row houstng to suburban sprawl, family storefront
to franchised strip malls, ete.... has enveloped the small communities
that once bordered urban peripheries. In the early 1900’s, small towns
suffered from the “opportunities” the big city held— more jobs, more
enterfainment, and a modern lifestyle. However, since the middle of our
century, a massive, unplanned shift back to the suburbs has fostered
uncontrolled growth,

The topic of community revitalization, and its fundamental components,
arc of deep interest to me. 1 have grown up in a small-town community
where suburban growth and increasing development have threatened to
wash away any sense of place. The concept of community revitalization
1s integral to how small towns will be characterized as our nation contin-
ues to grow. The identity of small communities has been drastically
changed by the forces of our mobile population. All growth can not be
stopped or avoided, however, the manner in which rural communities
will cope with commercial, residential, and civic expansion can be sen-
sitively addressed.
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Fae 7 New Bethed flieh Sclwool, 189

Review of the Literature

The process of community revitalization has been widely studied, yet
each new site requires new approaches and perspectives (Wolf, 11). In
rescarching the literature, it was apparent thai numerous case studics
have been developed and cxecuied over time. The intriguing factor is
that no mdividual study could be directly applied to a separate commu-
nity. The possibility exists for someone to pick up a number of “revital-
(zation cookbooks” off of the library shelf. However, the multitude of
forces that shape communities are vibrant and dynamic. The designer’s
response to such factors is essential for positive change. Past research
and application studies have traditionally tapped city planners, political
bodics, and social analysts to interpret communities. Each of these pro-
tessions have the ability to play important roles in the successful evalua-
fion of locales. Landscape architects, too, have the ability to document
and assess the needs of communities while offering valuable planning
strategy. The unique perspective of the landscape architect facilitates
compilation of solid inventory information that can be key to the under-
standing of environments and people (Hlarker and Natter, 21).

Griffiths believes that the past, present, and future link to form a sense of
belonging in communitics (4). Broad components ranging from geo-
graphical reglonalism to marketplaces combine to shape how public
spaces and communities function, interact, and develop. Communitics
are successful often because careful planning, or in this case replanning,
has been articulately developed (Schiicekioth and Shibley, 36),

Through the identification of political trends, population growth, eco-
nomic forces, and public opinion, it is possible to reasonably project the
needs of an area (Schneekioth and Shibley, 9. In Wanamaker, the resi-
dential market growth has exploded across the rural landscape. Like so
many communities, hundreds of new families have purchased suburban
lots in a once isolated corn field. The sprawling trend has continued for
nearly a century, depleting the character of place and community pride

wargmpker, itdiara eXaminog viabitity and CRIRCIEr of xrowth in an exphoding swteltite commeanity
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Fig 8 Daovoad Vider Stove. 1907 (foraerty (0 High School. Now Bethel Trvern )

A .

once tound in towns. I is not hard to imagine what types of comnercial
development follow population growth — the strip malls, fast food boule-
vards, Wal-Mart super complexes.... you name it. “Someplace” quickly
turns nio “noplace™; or at best creates an arca that is unidentifiable from
all others like it (from a discussion with Prof. M. Cairns).

The hterature sources define community revitalization as topics from
streetfront refurbishing to urban housing. In Wanamaker, a “single stop-
light town”, it scems appropriate to focus on the viability of character
and identity. Understanding that neither residential nor commercial ex-
pansion can be eliminated in the foreseeable future, components of this
‘Main Street Revitalization” will center around issues of sensitive eco-
nomic growth and restoring a civic landscape. As a primary source of
pride and identity, a vibrant town center betters the chance of a commu-
nity to maintain a healthy, prosperous econontic and social base (Wise &
Williams, 2).

Howard F. Wise, 1n the text Main Sireet, Ohio, said,“Downtown is an
expression of what a comnunity thinks of itself.” Although speaking
with regards to larger city contexts, [ believe Wise carefully articulated a
key mindset about what small-town centers should represent. The im-

age of the community is inherent in its form, character, and function.
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Project Significance

The concept of community revitalization could not be more important in
the age we live in. Town centers have lost out to larger development
projects in the form of housing sprawl and commercial shopping malls.
The competition from chain stores and outlet shops has destroyed the
ability for small town business to function. Small community identity
has been engulted by suburban, mobile peoples more willing to drive
twenty minutes to a supercenter than to walk five minutes to the corner
market. ‘Main Strect’ 1s unable to currently attract customers, pedestri-
ans, or local citizens. It is imperative that as desighers and humanitar-
lans we work to preserve the character, identity, pride, and integrity of

our communities.

Fig. Q0 HA Wartevntan Buildfing
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Do 1D New Bethel Sireetseens

Fhe 1 Streetaap, 1997

Site Setting and Context

As a small community bordering the City of Indianapolis, the town of
Wanamaker is a rapidly growing residential area. Centered at the heart
of Franklin Township in the southeast corner of Marion County, this
stall communtty struggles to maintain its identity. Once known as “New
Bethel”, the town established itself on one of the cross-axial road corri-
dors branching from downtown’s Monument Circle. Southeastern Av-
enue, the only radial ‘arm’ remaining from Indy’s original plan, forms
the spine of the existing community development. Now filling ever so
rapidly with suburban housing, the area loses more of its valuable farm-
land and rural character on a daily basis.
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Froblem Definition

As communities have established themselves over the past century, pros-
pering ccononuie times allowed niining towns, marine communities, in-
dustrial centers, ctc... to flourish. The identities of each and every town
) . became iruly characterized by the peoples, places, activities, and events
that could be found there. Over time, the industrial age and rapid eco-
nomic expansion slowed, deteriorating once vibrant locations. These
communitics have struggled 1o cope with changing economic times and
also to grasp onto what shaped them in the first place.

Wanamaker, the focus of this study, is no cxception. As a rural commu-
ity once 1solated from Indianapolis development, the area has held fast
to its agricultural base. Wanamaker supports a handful of small, family
owned businesses that have remained in the community for many gen-
crations. Comiercial developtent in the form of new businesses and
franchised stores has been discouraged, leaving all current growth in the
housing market. Essentially, the area is becoming the “cheaper” subur-
ban escape in contrast to the north side Carmel/Castleton/Fishers vicin-
ity. With sprawl invading and tax revenue dollars in need, this project
addresses responsible planning for prospective growth,

Wanamaker will continually receive pressure to grow in a manner simi-
lar io01ts counterparts. The examples of Fishers and Carmel demonstrate
just how prohific growth can be in a satellite community... and how overly
cxploited an area can become with rapid economic and residential in-
flow. Conscientious planning has not been evident in the present subur-
ban arcas -- Wanamaker has the ability to combat the problem before it
starts.
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Fig. 09 Fnterirbeanr Radd, 190

Historical Overview
The Encyclopedia of dianapolis- - Bodenhamer & Barrows--

As the Indianapolis area grew throughout the middle 1800’s, the devel-
opmentof commercial tarming spurred crossroad villages and small towns
in outlying communities. Likewise, transportation improvements pro-
vided a stimulus tor growth in Marion County, allowing new settlements
to form along major routes. The town known as New Bethel, platted in
1834, was began as a way station on the Michigan Road (currently [-74
and Southeastern Avenue). The earliest setiler known in the area was
William Rector, chosen justice of the peace in 1824. As a small stage
stop 12 miles from Indianapolis, New Bethel offered a gencral store, a
blacksmith, a pottery, 4 wagon maker, and the Stither Tavern. With the
establishent of a post office in 1889, the town chose the new name
Wanamaker in honor of Benjamin Harrison's U.S. postmaster general

John Wanamaker. As a subject of much debate, local residents contin-

ued to use both names on signs and in conversation for fifty years.

A population of about 250 people saw the interurban arrive in 1902,
opening up commuter employment opportunities. A railroad shop in the
neighboring community of Beech Grove provided jobs for many resi-
dents. Asthe 19507 approached, construction of two subdivisions started
a trend of growth for iranklin Township. By 1970, the population of
Wanamaker had grown to over 4,500 people. Residential development
through the 19807 and 1990’s has begun to transform the once rural
community into a suburb. Today, the small comnunity is home to more
than 30,000 people-- and growing quickly.

wakartker, itdintia CXQRIRING Vibiity and charactor of growtls in an explondinyg safellite community
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Froject Goals and Frogramming

The "small-town feel” of Wanamaker 1s one of its greatest assets. In a
time of residential and commercial expansion, the client wishes to bal-
ance cconomie growth with responsible community planning. 1n coor-
dination with the project goals, the community needs to strengthen its
overall level of organization-- i.e. greenspaces, gathering spaces, town
center, gateway identification, etc. The primary goals of the project were
classified 1nto the following categories:

1 Enhancing community amenitics, focusing on the pedestrian-
oriented components of the landscape.
1. Open Space
a. opportunities tor active recreation
b. opportunities for passive recreation
2. QGathering Space
a. open marketplace (farmer's market, vending)
b. plaza area (parade destination, public forum)
3. Park System
i o a. cstablishing a land acquisition and preservation plan
Fig, T New Bethel Seddor Shop . L N PN
. 1. Establishing a "Main Street” chardcter within the downtown
district.
1. Architectural Character
a. defining codes and ordinances
b. unity of tuture development
2. Streetscape Funclion
a. business face/orientation
b. definition of pedestrian vs. vehicular space
c. oppertunity for ‘greenscape’ in the commercial area
fil. Increasing awareness of community identity.
1. Cultural ldentity
a. community events and programs
b. historical descriptions of community landinarks
2. Qateway Identiification
a. signage systems defining town limifs and key sites

&
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He 1y Tl Knoop Family Revidenee

Assumptions

Throughout the project, the design process was based upon the idea that
tundamental opportunities would be met without constraint. The analy-
sis of conununity resources and opportunities identified several specitic
1ssues within the site that required attention. It was assumed that one
particular component of the study would be fully addressed in detail.
The remaining landscape clements would be treated as ‘future phases’ of
design development.

Limitations

The nature of the research proposal itself called for the designer to be a
highly informed expert in community planning. Due to the timeframe
and context in which this project occurred, it was necessary to form a
knowledge-base on a very focused portion of the universal problem at
hand. The careful study of any community is an exhaustive process.
The limuts of this project called for fundamental assumptions (as covered
above) to be made about the site, setting, and related factors.

WHLUNIRCE, it CXTRining vintiity and charnetor of wrowth i an explading sateflife community
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Clientele

The clients for this project are the Marion County Planning Commis-
sion, the Township Trustees, and the business owners that will benefit
from planned commercial growth. The zoning and proposal review board
at the Planning Comnuission 18 the group direcily responsible for growth
and development in this portion of Franklin Township.

User Study

The citizens are the primary users of the community amenities. This
study required an extensive understanding of various types of user groups
and their particular needs. For example, children and school groups
have needs that may coincide or conflict with vehicular traffic. Active
recreation, passive recreation, community gathering space, openspace,
commereial units, retail shops, educational facilitics, eating establish-
ments, and civic services are needed by the public. Children, parents,
families, adults, elderly, visitors, workers, school groups, church as-
semblies, and event participants will be the typical user groups in com-
munity space.

Fig. Fo: Wheatley's Cirocery Marke, 1997
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The Project

Site Location
Located in the southeast corner of Marion County, the small community

ot A MNTION ) Gy, fx _fir-pf o Hisiarie Murion County of Wanamalker h‘as withessed gubstantial growth over the past two de-
S ey cades. As onc of the most rapidly expanding populations (in terms of
o e Ao percentage growth) within Indiana, the town is currently preparing for
SN e e what the future will demand of its community services. The site itself is
S RO defined by two major corridors-- Southeastern Avenue and Interstate 74,

Fig. 26 Tmuge Bosrd, Comprehensive Project Presentation, Aprif {997
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Inventory
At first glance, Wanamaker is no different from any other small town.
Consistent with a rural environment, the town supports a handful of
stiall churches, an elementary school, a local bank, the hole-in-the-wall
restaurant, and a few finy stores. The community overview reveals three
primary uses of land:

1. Residential Units

2. Open Agticultural Land

3. Commereial Development
As a general rule, the character of housing developments has tollowed
the typical suburban sprawl motif-- cookic-cutter homes lined up on
quarter acre lots. The agricultural heritage of the area is indeed still
intact. Farmland is located on each side of the central downtown. Speaking
in a retail business sense, commercial development has remained family-
orienfed in Wanamaker. With basic small-community services located
within the site, the town offers a fairly wide range of consummer ameni-
tics. The tollowing list documents the inventory sites (as indicated on
the corresponding plan):

! Fhvsician’s Office
Z Dollar Inn
Pig. 20 buersection view, Sontheastern Avenne and Post Road, 1997, 3 McDonald s/ Subway/Marathon Fuel Station
. : o 4 Quarter Mudget Racetrack

ﬂ ) 5 I-74 Interchange @) Fost Road
¢ Long Fond
7 Typical Agricultural Field
h Shell and Amoco Fucel Stations
9 Mahoney Chevrolet/Geo
10 Kecreational Fields: Football/Baseball/Sofiball/

Flayground

1 Wanamaker Elementary School
12 Mobil Fuel Station
13 Frankiin Cenfral Christian Church
14 Inwood Video '
15 Frankiim Township Fire Station

—= — - 1 -'.)
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16 Boy Scout Lodge

7 Reveo Drug Store

18 Wanamaker Veterinarian Services

19 Wanamaker Fublic Library/New Bethel Ordinary
20 Big Run Creck

21 Typucal Suburban Residential Development

z2z Wooded Lot

23 foster Home

24 Wanamaker Fost Office

25 Wanamuaker Feed & Sced

Ze Allied Appliance/Frankiin Township Civic League
27 Wiheatiey’s Market/Bank/Craft Stores

zZ8 State Farm Insurance Office

29 New Bethiel Baptist Church

30 Cemcetery Site

31 SO Year Hood Flain: Big Run Creck

Fig. 23: Inventory Baard, Camprehensive Project Presentation, April 1997
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Fig. 24 Opprortnnity Board, Comprehensive Project Presemiation, April 1997

S

P R AT

Analysis and Opporfunilies
Conimunity analysis was approached from the perspective of use zones.
On a broad scale, the opportunities and constraints of different areas
were categorized into eleven major classes, as follows:

A Open Agricullural Lands- Large Tracts:

The tarmland plots of significant size-- approximaiely 15
acres or more near the central town-- offer an excellent opportunity to
capture the agricultural character so embedded in the community. These
tracts of land are typical in mid-western style-- flat, open fields with
tencerow vegetation separating properties. As well) the ability to pre-
serve the vernacular landscape 1s key with regards to prospective resi-
dential development. New housing located in this type of zone must be
sensitive to the character of viewsheds which help identify this commu-
nity. (refer to guidelines section)

B Long Fond:

The pond arca 1s a remanent from construction done build-
ing the I-74 Overpass. The opportunity exists to use the rugged terrain
and scattered pathways to create a more desighed recreation area. Moun-
tain biking and related activities could find the zone very useful-- and
currently have no such recreation amenities.

¢ Franciused Business Area:

The commercial zone adjacent to the 1-74 exit 1s com-
posed of "Interchange related” businesses. ‘The character of the area is
drab and unorganized-- almost sprawling from the cxit itself. The op-
portunity exists to usc available open land to create a more defined zone
of commercial development. The character of that area is key to pre-
scrving the uniqueness of this community's identity. Therefore, the man-
ner tn which this retail development is characterized must be sensitive io
the 1image ot the overall master plan. (refer to guidelines section)

wangmker, iwdfans  exanring visbilty and cliacacfer of geowth i oxploding satetfite commanity
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{7 Galeway bnfrances:

The arrival 10 Wanamaker, specifically along Southeast-
cri Avenue, s undefined. Entering the community is an inpercievable
transition-- typical of many small towns along major transportation cor-
ridors. The "sense of arrtval” into the community is an opportunity which
should be desigrnied tor. The location of such gateways should not be lim-
ifed to the single roadway through the town, yet be considered in all routes
into Wanamaker.

r Llementary School:

Wanamaker Elementary School is the primary location for
active recreation, little league sports, and community gatherings. The
site offers thany baseball diamonds, basketball courts, and playground
equipment... as would be expected at a school site. The opportunity extsts
to diversity the educational component of outdoor activity occurring heve.
Property is available adjacent to the site that could offer "outdoor learn-
ing lab" classrooms and possibly interpretive educational facilities.

F Town Development Cenler:

Wanamaker, governed by Marion County as a political en-
tity, has no specitic town center. The ability to host public gatherings,
community events, and offer basic civic services 18 not a reality within the
town. The opportunity to provide such a community center for
Wanamaker is key to this project. The zone designated for this 'center”
offers access to Big Run Creek, a high visibility to citizens and visitors,
and enough open space to tacilitatc public events.

« Big Run Creck & Groenway:

As the sole waterway running through this town, the Big
Run Creek 1s an essential component of the community. The fact that
Wanamaker exists in this location 1s based primarily on this water soutrce.
The greenspace on either side of the creek ts relatively intact. The oppor-
tunity exists to acquire and preserve the ecological system before heavy
developtient can destroy it. Big Run Creck was key to the vernacular

Wk IR,
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Fag 200 Pedestviae Eaevience sketele, treisidions jronn sereet oo bilding

siting of Wanamaker, and should be essential in rethinking how pro-
spective growth might be managed.

H Lvided Agricultural Lands- Small Tracts:

The existence ot small open field tracts-- less than 15 acres
In size- - provides a diverse range of opportunities for community ameni-
ties. As important parcels of land, the small areas can be designated for
future residential development, pocket parks, community greenspace, so
on and so forth. The ‘satellite’ location of these divided lands provides
nodes that may be used for prospective community development.

{ Snafl-Town Pusiness District:

The "main-street” character ot the downtown environment
1s typical of rural communities. Providing most vesources for the use of
the automobile, hardscape areas and vehicular spaces are quite com-
mon. The opportunity exists to reexamine how pedestrians function in
Wanamaker-- and likewise how the car may be allowed to coexist with
that new system. Asa whole, the businesses and their respective services
need not be altcred, but the character with which they portray them-
selves will heavily influence the community's image.

/ Cemetery Sites

The location of a graveyard in Wanamaker has done one
very significant task-- preserve the integrity of the Big Run Creek
greenway. The cemctery offers the only planned 'parklike’ setting within
the town, but onc that is not iniended for active use. The area provides a
pastoral atmosphere and the opportunity to further develop the fand re-
sources bordering the creeck.

K Forested Lot:

As the only substantial woodlot within the project bounds,
the need tor preservation of that ecosystent is quite apparent. The avail-
ability of surrounding property is key o the establishment of succes-
stonal development. Vegetative buffers, grecnspace, and woodlots pro-
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vide the opportunity to protect the integrity of the rural landscape.

The opportunity exists for this community to take advantage of plentiful
land resources. Surrounding the central core of Wanamaker, several
substantial tracts ot open agricultural property present the opportunity to
establish a park/greenway system that has never before existed in the
community. Understanding that population growth is so rapid, the need
for predetermined land set-a-sides could not be more important.
Greenspace 1s an invaluable resource within the prospective planning of
community-based amenities.

The noise and traffic from Interstate 74 is relatively minimal. However,
the treatment of viewsheds from the interstate will be important in pro-
teeting the vernacular imagery associated with the town. Just as with
tuture residential growth, the agricultural character of Wanamaker must
be considered as a primary component of the landscape.

e 28 Biy Bone Creekl [O0957
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concept |

The first concept addresses the tdea of merging two separate commercial
areds Into onc larger entity. By creating a strong transition between the
zones, the pereeption of one commercial area could become possibie.
Furthermore, the establishient of a triangular park system bordering the
central business district would help define the bounds of the downtown.
Furiher retail development would be funneled along Southeastern Av-
enue, expanding as typical along a strong linear corridor. This approach
preserves openspace available currently, attaches to the existing struc-
turc of growth, and lends itself to smooth transitions into town.

Fag 29 Choucept &1, Comprelrensive Project. April 1997
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Fig 30 Coucept #2 Comprelensive Project, April 1997

CANEMTRY,

Coneept 2

The benefits of the second concept include defining separate identities
for the two commercial zones. With a variety of services offered in each
area, competition would be conirolled through selective permitting. The
central business district itself has been enveloped by a ring of parks, all
linked to the downtown through pedestrian ways. As well, the concept
lends itsclf to four distinct "gateway” entrances to the town, allocating
the arca to be considered as the town limits. This approach creates a
"minjature” urban contexi-- a ceniral district bounded by open land.

watrttnakor, ikt
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tinal Concept

The merger of concepts created the final design strategy. This concept
utilizes the positive features of both #1 and #2, synthesizing the design
approach. The central business district is again enveloped by a park
system ring. On the south border of the downtown, future commercial
growth is appropriated. The relation between the Big Run Creek greenway
and new development is direci-- reflecting back to the vernacular orien-
tation of the fown. The interchange related services are clustered to-
gether 1n one specific area, attempting to protect the agricultural integ-
rity of the surrounding land uses. "Satellite” residential developments
are Indicated as areas for prospective housing growth surrounding
P 30 Choeept #7350 Compreltensive Prject, April 199 Wanamaker.
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Fig 38 Master Plane Bagrd, Comprelionsive Project Prosentation, A it 1997
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Master Plan

The conununity master plan utilizes design features and functional guide-
lines as frameworks for thts comprehensive project. 1n terms of "vision
planning" for Wanamaker, revisiting the vernacular strategies of loca-
tion and context are key. Throughout history, communities have been
located on major transportation routes and bodies of water. For this
town, the Big Run Creek was the water source that provided life to a
stage coach destination isolated twelve miles from the urban center of
Indianapolis. "Reattaching" to the concept of the waterway is how this
plan harkens to older times. Vernacular land planning embraced the
water as an integral component of the landscape. In that spirit, this plan
focuses a new vehicular circulation pattern and commercial development
towards the grecnway itself.

Another sighiticant portion of this project addresses the idea of how the
past might be interpreted to present-day users. By tying the concept of
identity' to cultural heritage, the use of historical features/markers/events
can help the town develop a character of its own. Historical landmarks,
such as the Interurban's presence in Wanamaker, are re-implemented in
the fabric of the community as tools to create dialogue and activity, A
series of important events and sites in the town would be addressed in a
simnilar thanner-- encouraging people to learn morve about the environ-
thent around them.

As discussed 1n the opportunities portion of this booklet, the establish-
ment of a park system and land preservation plan is used to sirengthen
both the concept of responsible community growth and the pedestrian
oriented amenities so necessary within the town. Before this project
took shape, no openspace was planned for park uses, greenway develop-
ment, or future community expansion. The development of a land acqui-
sition plan 1s ¢ssential to the long-term health of Wanamaker. Commu-
nities that take the inttiative to sensitively define the parameters by which

witsirtniker. oudiion CXRIRIAR Vialifity aud character of wrowtl o an exploding safetfie commanity
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prospective growth will occur create quality environments for their citi-
Zens.

The idea of competition between commercial entities-~ the smalt family
owned businesses vs. the [-74 'interchange related’ services-- has been
addressed through caretul permitting of retail licenses. By not repeating
the identical type of consumer services in the two locations, it is feasible
for coexistence of both to occur profitably.

Another key to the lasting vifality of this effort is embedded in the de-
tails- - placemaking. By repeating themes, unifying materials, coordinat-
ing cvents, and providing associations 10 community belonging, the op-
portunity exists to provide a "decorative richness” to the town.

The farger goad of these collaborafive procedures is fo inorease e k-

fihiood of aofueving and sustaining an imagery of place that affiems an

increased sense of identity fn ol old and new American cnvironments,
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T e Srggested Sigeige Treatorents, eading Wath Change in the Connecticnt H#y about whore we are, inspire sonie reverse abouf our future there, and
Roper Yulley prerhps clicnt o wilidimsical smmite abowt where we have been. We need art

aried neban design that make the stored Tiimanity of places acoessibic (o

oy e N
I_D” I] ] L \k\“-“’s"ffb, L[: B. PAT(CH. ] e conutinnity as a whole., (Flacenikors- - Foming)

e s -
General ™

| ["NANGY'S . PHOTO MER%ME- . LW HUTCILUNS
= T M“;dﬂzﬁﬁ. FINE MILLINERY
Dees o - | 1] [ GRoceRIES.
L# ’EI_'.\IIC .SH"!“_[
ch A L .
:I::llll[:‘ e "“RWARE"

it — —
Courlesy "Laowell Sign Book” Ilu|

icl Lettering

vBlo

T ‘3‘"/\4’ BILLS
. woowot ~ fet
) (B ) B

bookshop + cafe

g - ey
wittramtakor, flian oxamining viehilily and charactor of crowth s an exphodis satefite comty L 404 advisor fex smith - prof. ron spangler  spring 1997 anderyraduate thesis fred g praseaw



The guidelines necessary to incorporate and preserve the character of
the town are many over. As a beginning to this process, several funda-
mental issues have been deait with concerning the following:

archifectural facades- treatment of building faces, attention to brick
and matermal work, ete...

TEEEST Pla-Tefs APl [FLIA PO S Sl
CHADE Bl TP BT VIR ALY 1 EALANG -

. ,,/ ‘\' '/’_ TN ' i "' planting coordination - choreography of blooming displays, reestab-
”\& - 'I;_'ff" 1‘7*5}&3 %g -‘;\',qflﬁ lishment of vegetative woodlots, ctc...
TR U S
L__'_“l_ﬂ' | rU 5 i‘iEE : § g;% senage schiemes unifying banners, gateway entrances, etc...
' . gﬁﬁ? ¥ “_‘_. Srecuspace acquisition purchasing progran for land set-asides,
¢ SR Ry % reenway addiiions, ctc..,
{ ' ' : ' I . ,- commuercial development  allocating permits and retail licenses,
AN ANEANE A A controlling growth and zoning, ctc...

Fonh A TEEEL- g et laaloe
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D

lighting standards— adopted styles of lighting units, organized display
Fig. 35wl 360 Viewshed and Commercial Buffering Drentments, ealing of scasonal disp]ays, ete...

—_
With Change i the Comtectient Rover Vllep

residential development patterns— clustered housing units, viewshed
protection, cic...

The development of these strategies must be done with both the input of

¥ . . ;
/"’B comrmunity members, as well as the establishment of a town council.
The master plan design features and guidelines will only be as cffective
AP R AR /, .. . ‘ . .
. VB T ( . as the citizens of Wanamaker make them. Community support is cssen-
. ST tial 1o the nitiative.
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The intersection plan depicted here illustrates the concepts of pocket
greenspaces, clustered parking arcas behind buildings, street boulevarding,
and bringing details (i.c. paving materials, circulation, etc) into the fab-
ric of downtown. As part of the larger master planning process, the look
at 'destination’ places 1s necessary within the vernacular setting.

i 85 Detersection Plan: Donntornt Seene, Compreensive Project, April 1947
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The before and aficr sections here represent the changes made regarding
the pedestrian-to-business-to-vehicular space. By using planting materi-
als, zone separation, and sensitive ighiing/signage patterns, the experi-
ence of 'Main Street’ can be significantly enhanced.

A ————

TR WSt O L

After Sectien

Before Section
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The relationship of businesses to the streetscape 15 crucial for an active
commercial district. The unplementation of a planted boulevard allows
for clear defintion ot vehicular space and allows parallel parking to re-
main in the central business district. The interface of pedestrian walk-
ways to storeironts s again softened and enhanced by the use of transi-
tions into retail units.

Bepore Section
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Streetscape View:

The character of a small town strectscape creates a lasting
impression. The concepts of boulevard planting, defined
pedestrian crossings, and a more intimate relationship of
business-to-sidewalk experiences helps to develop the iden-
tity of a cohesive community.
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Community Landmark:

In tying heritage to community identity, the image depicts
the location of an Interurban train in a small community
park. Surrounded by casual pathways and a passive atmo-
sphere, the historic piece reflects on the community's past
history. As noted in the sketceh, the train itself is able to be
climbed through and investigated by users of all ages.

DY
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Festival Gathering:

The ability to gather as a community is essential to small
town cnvironments. The town center provides space for
the festival atmosphere of street fairs and special celebra-
tions. Highlighting the social interaction common in rural
areas scrves to solidify what creates community identity
and character from its deepest roots.
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Corner Park:

Located at the heart of the downtown, this park provides
needed greenspace for citizens. Utilizing a currently vacant
lot, the park creates an enclosed space that invites in
people-- a destination. As a tool to promote social gather-
ing and pedestrian activity, the park meets functional
needs of users and likewisc acsthetically enhances the am-
biance of the town,

— — 20
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Cluster Development:

In an effort to protect the vernacular landscape, residential
developments will utilize clustered unit spacing. As new
housing communities develop around the area, each will
maintain its own individual character while adhering to
proscribed guidclines. By preserving viewsheds and land
resources, the agricultural heritage of the arca is main-
tained.

wingaker, it CXny vialnlity atd CHARCIor of growdh $n o oxploding satelfite coniimty
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The placemaking ability of good design stems from the craft of small
details. This project has addressed primarily the concepts of community
growth and expanston, yet strives to provide images of what the fabric of
Wanamaker might be comprised of -- paving patterns, walkway bufferings,
lighting fixtures, tree grates, signage, etc. Attention to this level of
detail ts essential to the quality of experience users should be presented
with.

P 41 Prving Detail Stodp, Conpreleensive Project, Aprit 1997
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Fig 42 Perspectives Board, Comprelensive Project Prosentation, April 1997
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Gateway Signage:

The identification of entry into Wanamaker is a transition
that can be enhanced through delineation of town limits.
The use of sensitively developed signage, using repetitious
materials and forms within the streetscape, can help identify
the sense of arrival into the community.

Fie A8 Gt Siviage Sketvle, Comprehessoe Prajece Presentuion, April 1997
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Conclusions

Throughout this comprehensive design project, issucs from broad scales
of community growth down to material details and paving patterns have
been addressed. ‘This case study represents the opportunity to under-
stand more fully how rural communities have and will cope with chang-
ing times. As the agricultural base dwindles from our landscape and
precious vernacular resources are threatened, it is our call as landscape
architects and cnvironmental designers to respond to the inherent traits
that create small town atmospheres. The protection and revitalization of
comimunity identity 1s a noble cause-- as concerned citizens and benefi-
ciaries of those values radiating from our rural communitics, we must
make f our task to help establish an initiative aimed towards preserving
our cultural heritage.

This study is one such example of how our small towns might be more
clearly understood.
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Appendix Material

Appendix A: Fersonal Initiafives
Design Frincipies:

As a student of landscape architecture, the curriculum engaged has de-
veloped certain guiding principles for my work. It has been essential to
my study that I involve the community in the design process, respond
sensifively to ccological entifies, protect valuable historic resources, and
develop a long-range plan that respects the confext of the site. These
primary desigh principles are inspired from the studio classroom— and
inherent from growing up as a member of this small community. It is
undeniable that the emotional ties to bettering your own community have
been strong motivating tactors.

Declarative Stafement:
Landscape architects play a significant role in the identification and in-
terpretation of fundamental components of what shapes a community.
The way communication, public space, and soctal dynamics function are
essential to the comprehensive planning process with regards to revital -
1Z1ng, community identity.

Objectives:

On a persenal level, | have accomplished several fundamental objec-
tives. As I have progressed through the landscape architecture curricu-
lum here at Ball Statc, it has become readily apparent how detailed the
design process can be. To compensate for obvious time constraints in
tndividual studios, many crucial components of holistic design were left
unaddressed. As [ approach my departure from this institution, it has
been my goal o aggressively pursue my creative thesis project in a man-
ner that would increase my understanding of talents, skills, and insight I
will offer to the profession.
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