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Exporting Data from Google Earth to ArcGIS Desktop 10.1 

Author: Angela Gibson, 06/12/2013 

Overview: In this tutorial you will use Google Earth to search for libraries in Muncie, Indiana and then 

save them as a KML file and import them into ArcGIS Desktop 10.1. 

Experience Level:  This tutorial is for users who have a working knowledge of ArcGIS Desktop.  

Time:  approximately 30 minutes. 

Software Needed:  Google Earth, ArcGIS Desktop 10 or 10.1 

Note: Google Earth is a free mapping application and can be downloaded from here:  

http://www.google.com/earth/index.html 

Note: A free trial version of ArcGIS Desktop can be downloaded from here: 

http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcgis-for-desktop/free-trial.   

 

Locating Libraries in Muncie, Indiana using Google Earth 

1. Open Google Earth and search for “libraries in Muncie, Indiana” in the search window. 

 
 

2. There are seven libraries that show up in Muncie, Indiana (A thru G) and some other libraries that 

        

http://www.google.com/earth/index.html
http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcgis-for-desktop/free-trial
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show up in neighboring communities.  We are only interested in libraries located within the city of 

Muncie.   

 
 

 

3. We want to add the Muncie libraries that were found to the “My Places” folder.   

 

a. In the Places window right click on “My Places” and add a new folder called  

“Muncie Libraries” 
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4. Drag and drop the Libraries with a Muncie address into the Muncie Libraries folder that you 

created.  There should be only 7 libraries added to your folder.  

 

 
 

5. There is a library on the Ball State University campus that didn’t show up on the search. We will add 

it manually. 

a. We know the library is located in the Architecture building, so type “Ball State 

Architecture building” in the search window.  A place marker should be added to your 

map view and under the search window. 

b. Drag and drop the building icon into your “Muncie Libraries” folder.   
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c. Right Click on this new location in your “My Places” folder and select “rename” 

d. Rename your location “Architecture Library” 

6.  We now need to save our “My Places” folder as a KML file so that we can open it in ArcGIS 

Desktop.   

a. Right click on your “Muncie Libraries” folder and choose “save place as” 
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Choose your folder location and then change your “save as type” to KML. See above. Click 

Save. 

Opening the Libraries KML Layer in ArcGIS Desktop 

1. Now we can open ArcGIS Desktop and convert the KML file so that it can be opened and 

manipulated within the GIS software. 

a. Open ArcGIS Desktop 10 or 10.1 and click on the Toolbox icon.   

b. Navigate to Conversion Tools -> From KML and click on KML to Layer.  

 

 
 

2. In the KML to Layer Tool Window use the folder icons to navigate the KML file that you saved 

from Google Earth, choose an output location and then a name for your new feature layer. Leave 

the box entitled “Include Ground Overlay” unchecked. Click OK.  

 



 
 

Ball State University Libraries Geospatial Resources and Map Collection 
http://tinyurl.com/BSU-Libraries-GISandMaps 

 6 

  
 

 

3. Processing may take a couple of minutes.  When it is finished you will get a map with both the 

locations and the names of the libraries shown. You can change the symbology of library layer to 

suite your own tastes, just as you would any other feature layer in ArcGIS Desktop. 

 

 
 

4. You will need base layers on your map. An easy way to do this is by using the base maps provided by 

ESRI. 

a. Click on the arrow on the right of the Add Data button  and choose “Add Basemap” 

b. Choose any background   *Note: the Imagery with labels or Streets backgrounds will work 

best with this map. 
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5.  The library locations with updated symbology and the Streets base map. 

 

 

 

Please complete this tutorial by filling out the user feedback form found at: 

http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/forms/gismaptutorialfeedback.php 

http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/forms/gismaptutorialfeedback.php

