





































http://cincinnatizoo.org/plan-your
http://wildexplorer.org/2011/11/08
http://omahazoo.wordpresscom
http://www.skyscrapercity
http:http://www.cincinnatichamber.com
http://wallpaperstock
http://cincinnatizoo.org/education
http://www.zoochat.com/596
http:http//www.lszoo.org
http://cincinnatizoo.org/support



http:http://www.boostinspiration.com
http://www.zoochat.com/556
http:http://www.flickr.com
http://cinci
http://cinci
File:ReptileHouseCZ2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki
http://ci
http://latimesblogs.lati
http:http://article.wn.com
http:http://www.flickriver.com



http://www.omahazoo



http://www.philadelphiazoo.org!about/Pressroom!Press-Archives!Philadelphia-Zoo



































































River 1 Exhibit
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Primary Animal

Giant Otter




Population:
e 5,000 in wild

¢ 60 in captivity worldwide

Size:
o 3-5feetinlength
¢ 50-70Ibs

Habitat:
e Seasonally flooding rivers
¢ River banks

Habits:

® Feeds primarily on fish

¢ Builds “campsites” from sticks, logs,
rocks, grass, and mud
Generally playful, existing in groups
as large as 8 members
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River 1 Exhibit Master Plan
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Exhibit Size:
e 9,375 square feet

Viewing Opportunities:
e Underwater Viewing

¢ Boadwalk Viewing

Exhibit Elements:

e Pool mimicking flooded rainforest
(stumps, logs) stocked with live fish
Mimicked forest floor and river bank
Island for sunning and eating fish
Log playground for animal
stimutation
Movable sticks and logs

Containment Method:
e Rock Wall
e |ive Wire Fence
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Underwater Viewing
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Flooded Rainforest Pool | Underwater | Main Path | Stadium | Scenery
Viewing Seating
Viewing




The underwater viewing portion
of this exhibit gives visitors a unique
perspective of the giant otters. In the
setting of a flooded rainforest, a glass wall
divides a recreated riverbed, with visitors
on one side and the exhibit on the other.
The vegetation and scenery used in and
out of the exhibit also creates a cohesive
landscape and gives the feeling of being
in the same environment as the animal.

The viewing area is made of the
main path, which bisects the main viewing
area from the stadium seating viewing.
The main viewing is a sunken walkway,
which creates an effective separation from
passing visitors. The stadium seating on
the other hand gives visitors a place to sit
and rest while watching animals swim past
the viewing glass.

While this exhibit's primary animal
is the giant otter, the underwater viewing is
still an effective, unique opportunity when
the spectacled caiman is inhabiting it.
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Moving from the underwater
viewing, visitors rise above the water
line onto a boardwalk. This gives them a
complete experience of the rainforest river
environment.

The exhibit is constructed to mimic
a flooded rainforest riverbed, with a dense
forest mixed with grasses, rocks, and
logs. Activities that the visitors could see
the otters doing are playing on the log
structure, sunning, swimming, fishing, and

eating. In the foreground, a small rocky
island sticks out of the water, which could
be a popular spot for the aniamals to eat
the live fish that are in the pool.

The typical containment of this
exhibit (below) is a concrete retaining
wall with a gunite facing. For additional
protection, there is also a live-wire fence
at the top. As a screen, there is a thick
bamboo and vegetative planting in front of
the barrier.

Qutside of Exhibit

Gunite Barrier

| Concrete and | Bamboo | River 1 Exhibit

Screen

with Live Wire



Boardwalk Viewing
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River 2 Exhibit
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Primary Animal

By T

FSpetcled Cair;‘a”n

Giant Otter




Spectacled Caiman

elus A

Population:
e Over 1 million

Size:

e 6.5-8.5feetinlength
e 300 - 600 Ibs

Habitat:
e Seasonally flooding rivers
e River banks

Habits:

e Feeds on many animals, including
insects, crustaceans, mollusks,
fish, and snails
Being cold-blooded, caimans use
sun and shade to regulate their
body temperature
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River 2 Exhibit Master Plan
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Exhibit Size:
e 10,000 square feet

Viewing Opportunities:
e Boadwalk Viewing

Exhibit Elements:

* Pool mimicking flooded rainforest
(stumps, logs) stocked with live fish
Mimicked forest floor and river bank
Electrically heated sunning rock
Movable sticks and logs

Containment Method:
e Rock Wall
e Live Wire Fence
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Boardwalk Viewing
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River 2 Exhibit | Boardwalk | Flooded Ranforest Boardwalk { Scenery




The boardwalk stretches along the
entire length of the River 2 Exhibit, allowing
visitors a full view. The boardwalk sits just
two feet above the water's surface, putting
them at the ground level of the majority of
the exhibit. The construction and position
of the boardwalk gives the feeling of being
within the caiman’s environment.

The exhibititselfis similartothe River
1 Exhibit, in that it is a mimicked flooded
rainforest, with a pool and recreated

riverbank. At the center of the exhibit is
a large sunning rock. In cool weather,
the rock is electrically heated. Otherwise,
the caimans can use the rock to sun and
regulate body temperature. This keeps it a
constant central feature of the exhibit. Live
fish also inhabit the pool for the caimans to
catch.

The containment barrier is very
similar to that of River 1's, with a concrete
retaining wall and vegetative screen.

Outside of Exhibit

Gunite Barrier
with Live Wire

| Concrete and| Bamboo | River 2 Exhibit

Screen
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River 1 & 2 Exhibits
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Landscape Cohesion

Primary Animals:

One example of how this design
has achieved a cohesive landscape
is with the two River Exhibits. The
landscape aspects include:

¢ Three separate water features
appear as a single system

Same vegetation and landscape
conditions used in and out of
exhibits

Hidden barriers and holding
facilities
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River 1 & 2 Boardwalk Viewing
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River 2 Exhibit | Boardwalk | Barrier | Boardwalk | River 1 Exhibit




With the boardwalks placed on
top of the containment walls, visitors are
unable to see the exhibit barriers. With
the River 1 & 2 Boardwalk Viewing, the
two River Exhibits flow freely under the
platform, giving the illusion of there being
only a single exhibit. A similar technique
is used on the River 2 boardwalk (below),
except that the unseen barrier is between

River 2 Exhibit | Boardwalk |

Flooded Rainforest |

the exhibit and a scenic river.

With no visible barriers between
the two exhibit pools and the scenic river,
the three water features appear to be a
single system. This, combined with similar
landscape aspects and vegetation used
in and out of exhibits, the total landscape
appears to flow as a single, cohesive
environment.

i | Scenery

Boardwalk
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Rainforest 2 Exhibit
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Giant Anteater

Secondary Animals

Capybara

Primary Animal




Population:
e 12,000 in wild

Size:

e 4-6.5feetinlength
o 2 -3feettall

e 120 -220 lbs

Habitat:
o Dense rainforest
e Rivers
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Habits:

e Feeds on a variety of animals,
including fish

¢ Has an affinity for water

e Skilled climber
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