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Transforming

Entrepreneurial Learners
into Impactful Leaders

President Ferguson reflects on Ball State’s
distinctive blend of beneficence and entrepreneurship

Dear Parents,

Frank Rhodes, former president of
Cornell University, in discussing the
characteristics and challenges of higher
education in the 21st century, suggested
that universities of the future must
effectively and creatively address the
needs and expectations of both the
individuals and the communities it serves.

In my first State of the University
address in early February, I affirmed that
our administration will be an evolutionary
progression from previous administrations
and not revolutionary, since Ball State is
clearly characterized by quality, value,
and good financial health. I also
presented a refreshed vision and strategic
plan whereby Ball State would fulfill the
challenge suggested by President Rhodes.

Ball State is where promoting the good
in and of others occurs in a learning
environment of creativity, nurtured risk,
and success. It is the perfect blend of
beneficence and
entrepreneurship in
the broadest sense of

those concepts, and
it defines the Ball

State distinctiveness 62716{ ofgt/jgr_g OCCUTS 11 4

for all generations.

Based upon this
distinctiveness of
Ball State, we are
proposing a refined
vision that:

Ball State aspires
to be the model of the most student-centered
and community-engaged of the 21st century
public research universities, transforming
entrepreneurial learners into impactful
leaders—committed to improving the

quality of life for all.

“Ball State is where
promoting the good in

learning environment of
creativity, nurtured risk,
and success.”

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

Based on this
refreshed vision, we
are also proposing a
revised strategic plan,
The Centennial
Commitment
(18 by '18) that
refocuses the current
strategic plan into
three major themes
for Ball State to be
1) student centered,
2) community
engaged, and 3) a
model of the 21st
century university
by reducing the
current plan into 18
strategies that can be measured by a select
set of the previous 107 metrics. In this
manner, the refreshed strategic plan is an
efficient guideline to the university’s
centennial celebration in 2018 that
honors the diligent
work of the campus
in defining the
current strategic plan
but sets an innovative
new strategy for
enhanced progress.
My wife, Grace, and 1
have immensely
enjoyed and are
grateful for our first
several monchs at
Ball State due to
Hoosier Hospirality
and the remarkable vision and talents of
the Ball State community. All members
of this vibrant community are coming
together with a new enthusiasm for our
students and communities. They share a

President Paul W. Ferguson connects with students after
presenting his first State of the University address—7he Centennial
Commitment: Embracing the Ball State Legacy of Beneficence and

£ gacy o :
Entrepreneurship—on February 6 in Emens Auditorium.

L

6.~

e

l\t\l\‘-

H!

i

deep commitment to playing that
“influential role in the creation of the
furure” (Rhodes, 2001*). Our students

and communities deserve no less.
With best regards,

Paul W. Ferguson
President
president@bsu.edu

the State of the University address

rn more about the revised strategic
an and major new initiatives at
su.edu/president/stateoftheuniversity.

*Frank Rhodes, The Creation of the Future:
The Role of the American University, 2001,




Dates to Remember

April 25, Saturday
Final examination day for
Saturday classes

April 27, Monday
Last meeting day for regular classes

April 28—May 1,
Tuesday through Friday
Final examination period

May 1, Friday
Spring semester ends

May 2, Saturday
Commencement
Residence halls close at 6 p.m.

May 10, Sunday
Residence halls open at 9 a.m.

May 11, Monday
Full summer term and first half term
classes begin

May 25, Monday

University closed, Memorial Day

June 12, Friday
First half term classes end

June 15, Monday
Second half term classes begin

July 4, Friday
University closed, Independence Day

July 17, Friday
Last meeting day for summer classes

July 18, Saturday
Commencement
Residence halls close at 6 p.m.

For more featured events
and key dates, please visit
our university calendar at

bsu.edu/calendar.

For the latest Ball State
news, go to

bsu.edu/news.

University-wide Efforts to End Sexual Violence

Nationally, sexual assault is one of the two most
common safety threats to college students. Alcobol is
the other. No one who is drunk, high, or otherwise
impatred can give consent.

Respect consent.

S{(’]J !lﬂ' IU)’J'{’H_]'(}H see someone 1‘” t?'ﬂh’[)lfﬂ SIJE’(L{’ H/)
when you learn about an assault. Anyone can be in
a position to help.

— President Paul W. Ferguson, October 2014

This message from President Ferguson was
delivered to all students last fall as part of the
university’s efforts to inspire campus unity to
end sexual violence. In large-scale events this
academic year, students signed a pledge to
respect one another and to intervene in
situations thart raise concern.

To help students be informed, confident,
and empowered to have an impact on
incidents of sexual assault, dating/domestic
violence, or stalking, several university areas
have teamed up to launch the Step In. Speak
Up. smartphone app, available free of charge
for both i0S and Android phones.

“Students need information 24/7,” says
Kay Bales, vice president for student affairs
and dean of students, “and they need it in a
Plﬂ.in, Si[]\P!C, fl[‘.ld Clll[(Cr-fl‘CC f()['n‘lllt.”

Providing answers to the who, what, when,
and where questions students have, the app
defines sexual assault, dating/domestic
violence, and stalking, and it gives pointers
on what to do in such situations and how to
help another student. The app includes click-
to-call telephone contact information for a
variety of resources and tells users how each
of these responders offers immediate and
long-term assistance.

“Among the things we kept in mind in
developing this app were: keep it focused,
keep it short, and make the information
clear,” Bales says. “When students are in a
moment of need, they will find this app
highly specific to these topics, casy to use,
well organized, and written in plain language.
Students will find they can look at the screen
and with just a tap or two, get the
information they need to connect with the
right people.”

Rahissa Engle, a junior majoring in
psychology, says the app is easy to navigate
and clears up a lot of confusion about what is
and isn't acceptable behavior.

“I am not very technology-savvy, so what
I like best about the Step In. Speak Up. app
is that is it user-friendly,” Engle says. “All the

Speak in

information you need is right at your
fingertips and can be accessed from anywhere.
It is a great resource for students to get vital
information.”

Similar goals were applied to the design of
a new website, bsu.edu/respectconsent. The
website, like the app, provides emergency
contacts and guidance about whart to do in
instances of assault. It encourages students to
report to the police and/or the university's
confidential victim advocate. In addition, the
website addresses awareness and prevention,
consent, coercion, bystander intervention,
and campus involvement opportunities, and
it includes several on- and off-campus services
and links to policy information within the
Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities.

“We are committed to achieving a campus
cultural change with regard to ending student
sexual violence,” Bales says. “I am proud to
say that Ball State for many years has been
very intentional in its efforts to educate
students and raise their awareness about
sexual violence. Additionally, we are far ahead
of other schools with the availability of a full-
time Office of Victim Services and a 24-hour
on-call victim advocate.”

As new compliance mandates have come
forth, Bales says, the university has given
them careful study and has woven the
requirements into exiting strategies.

“Our team approach to addressing this
student issue has resulted not only in an
effective process to investigate and adjudicate
incidents when they occur burt also all of these
collaborative awareness and education
campaigns,” she says. “The fact that
thousands of students engaged in the Step In.
Speak Up. awareness pledges this year brought
us to a new, exciting level. The new app and
website just add to that positive momentum.”

Parents are encouraged to browse the
website at bsu.edu/respectconsent to learn
more about campus support, risk reduction
tips for students, effective bystander
intervention, and campus policy.



New Organization Aids Students in Need

Cardinal Kitchen, an on-campus food
pantry, opened on January 7 to focus on a
segment of the student body that not many
people realize exists: students struggling to
get by. In its first month, Cardinal Kitchen
assisted 78 students.

“Our mission is to ensure that no Ball
State student goes hungry,” says Jes Wade,
student direcror of Cardinal Kitchen. The
pantry, located on the second floor of the
Multicultural Center, is open from 5-8
p.m. the first three Wednesdays of every
month during the fall and spring semesters.
The executive board of four students
overseeing the pantry plans to have it open
during the summer, if there are enough
volunteers to staff it.

Students secking assistance through the
pantry must present their student ID and
complete an application. Clients may then
select a dozen items from the foods and
toiletries available. Pantry volunteers try to
keep jelly, peanut butter, breakfast bars,
nuts, dried fruit, rice, cereal, juice, pasta,
pasta sauce, instant mashed potatoes, and a
variety of canned foods on hand. Fresh

Cardinal Callers Needed

Encourage your student to become a

fruit, vegetables, and bread are also
Cardinal Caller, a student fundraiser

available. Students interested in
and engagement officer for the university.
The position—flexible with any course
schedule—outfits students with a range
of communication and negotiation skills.
Cardinal Callers start at $8 per hour.
Email Lola Mauer, director of annual

du for more

volunteering at Cardinal Kitchen can write
to bsucardinalkitchen@gmail.com or visit
facebook.com/BSUCardinalKitchen or
twitter.com/BSUCardKitchen.

at Irmauer@|
information.
Cardinal Callers is one of many
on-campus jobs available to students.
For mare information about student
employment opportunities, visit
bsu.edulstudentemployment.

Cardinal Kitchen offers students in need a
range of staples, including peanut butter,
canned fruits and vegetables, pastas,
oatmeal, cereal, toiletries, and granola/
protein bars. Interested in donating? Email
Jes Wade at bsucardinalkitchen@gmail.com.

Freedom Bus Highlights Indiana’s Civil Rights Leaders

Students work on the Freedom Bus Project,

which began in 2005 when Muncie Indiana
Transit System (MITS) provided a retired
city bus to Muncie’s Martin Luther King Jr.
Dream Team for educational outreach.

An interdisciplinary team of Ball State
students transformed a retired city bus into
a mobile museum that explores the history
of civil rights in east central Indiana. When
completed in January 2016, the Freedom
Bus will visit schools and other events in
the region. Beth Messner, an associate

professor of communication studies,
guided the student-led endeavor.

“So much of the work and fundraising
so far has focused on the need to get the
bus on the road,” says Messner, also a
Martin Luther King Dream Team
member. “Now we're ready to turn our
attention to what’s going to go inside of it.
There'’s a sense of excitement to see these
talented students breathing new life into
the project.”

The Freedom Bus will concentrate on
central Indiana residents active in the civil
rights movement. For example, visitors
will learn about Muncie resident Vivian
Conley, who was involved with the 1950s
campaign to desegregate Muncie’s public
swimming pool. Visitors will also learn
about Anderson sports legend Johnny

Wilson, who helped break down the color
barrier in college basketball. The full length
of the bus is divided into exhibits abourt
such topics as education, employment,

public accommodations, local leaders, and
change resistance.

CARDINAL
COMMITMENT

Developing
Champions.

N\

Campaign Raises $20.6M

The Cardinal Commitment:
Developing Champions campaign
surpassed its goal—raising more than
$20.6 million for intercollegiate athletics
at Ball State. The result: thoughtful,
strategic facility improvements that give
hundreds of students-athletes a
competitive edge and offer fans an
enhanced game-day experience.

More than 1,200 alumni contributed
to the campaign, supporting softball,
baseball, men’s and women’s golf,
football, men’s and women’s basketball,
and men’s and women’s volleyball. The
Alumni Association Match Challenge—
matching alumni gifts up to $300,000—
raised more $1.9 million to improve
existing facilities and build new ones.

University President Paul W.
Ferguson said the generosity of alumni
and friends will help Ball State gain a
competitive edge.

“Excellent facilities help attract and
retain outstanding athletes and coaches
and enhance the competitive experience
for them as well as to improve the
vibrant quality of engagement for our
fans and supporters,” he says.

Go to bsu.edu/commitment for
more information.
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Division of Student Affairs
Muncie, IN 47306-0830

The information presented here, correct at the

time of publication, is subject to change.

Ball State University practices equal opportunity

in education and employment and is strongly and
actively committed to diversity within its community.

12304-15 umc

Stay Connected

We welcome your questions and comments
as we partner with you to ensure your
student enjoys a fulfilling and successful
experience at Ball State and beyond.
E-mail Katie Slabaugh, associate dean of
students/Title IX coordinator for student
affairs, at kslabaugh@bsu.edu,

call 765-285-1545, or write to her

at the Office of the Vice President for
Student Affairs, Bracken Administration
Building, Room 238, Ball State University,
Muncie, IN 47306-0830.

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

Telephone Directory

Office

Associate Dean of Students/
Title IX Coordinator for Student Affairs

Bursar

Campus Information

Career Center

Counseling Center

Dining

Disability Services

Health Center

Housing and Residence Life

Learning Center

Multicultural Center

Parking Services
Police

Registration and Academic Progress
Scholarships and Financial Aid
Student Legal Services

Student Life

Student Rights and Community Standards

Many of these offices can be reached using the university’s toll-free number,

Telephone

765-285-1545
765-285-1643
765-285-5000
765-285-5634
765-285-1736
765-285-1967
765-285-5293
765-285-8431
765-285-8000
765-285-1006
765-285-1344
765-285-1208
765-285-1111
765-285-1722
765-285-5600
765-285-1888
765-285-2621
765-285-5036

800-382-8540. Campus information is always available at bsu.edu.



