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Why are maps important in teaching? 

The 2006 National Geographic-Roper Survey of Geographic Literacy delivered some bad 
ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ  ά¸ƻǳƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎϦ ŀƎŜŘ му 

to 24 from the United States were tested on geographic knowledge.  Respondents 
answered about half of all survey questions correctly.   

×63% of the students could not find Iraq on a map of the Middle East. 
 

×75% could not find Iran or Israel on a map of the Middle East. 
 

×Nine in ten could not find Afghanistan on a map of Asia. 
 

×Half of the young Americans could not find the state of New York on a map. 
 

×In spite of months of media coverage of Hurricane Katrina, 33% could not 
find Louisiana on a map of the United States. 











Learning with Maps 

Students learn about the elements of maps using interesting examples: 
Every map should include a title, a legend or key, a scale, and a directional indicator.  Use this map of 

Narnia from the GRMC as an example.   
(Narnia, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries). 
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Maps are an excellent resource for teaching history.  The GRMC has a collection of both historic 
and historical maps that can be used for teaching about world, regional, and United States 
history.  This map shows battles of the Civil War, and the GRMC also includes World War-, 
Korean War-, and Vietnam-era maps that can be used to help students visualize history. 

 
(Battles of the Civil War map, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries). 
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