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“Religion is not like a house or a cloak which can be changed at will.
It is more an integral part of one’s self than one'’s body. Religion is the

tie that binds one to one’s creator and whilst the body perishes, as it has
to, religion persists even after death.” -Mohandas K. Gandhi

With the millennium drawing close at hand the prophecies of old are being quoted by
their people as they try to identify themselves and their relationship with a higher power.
Known as God, Allah, Buddha, Mother Earth, etc...the need to be in touch spiritually has
become increasingly important. In the process to identify one’s spirituality within oneself
the person often becomes so involved in his/her personal truth that they tend to block out
the possibility that their higher power may exist on different levels to different cultures.
Hence the issue of bias towards religion. The differences between religious groups and
beliefs are emphasized so much that the similarities are lost within the true meaning.

After being raised with a solid church background I have become very curious
about spirituality and I have sought out different churches the past few years looking
for my spiritual place within one church. As a part of my search I have decided to focus
my Senior Honors Project on the values and ideas that are constant throughout various
religions. After extensive research I am going to use four religions: Buddhism, Judaism,
Catholicism, and Indigenous People for the basis of exploration for common themes with
which I will communicate my ideas.

I will be graduating in May 1999, with a B.FA. in Graphic Design. As a graphic
designer [ will go out in the realities of the world and communicate ideas visually to a
now highly “visual society.” Using my graphic design capabilities I am going to create
three posters exploring ideas I have discovered through my research. I plan to emphasize basic

universal truths of human experience found in any religion by visual communication.
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Visually communicating with an audience involves using a certain design process.
I have used this process on the majority of my projects in graphic design. I began the process
by deciding which religions I would focus on and then researched them. The second step of
designing is doing thumbnail sketches to get an idea for a visual solution. [ usually go
through about twenty to thirty sketches before narrowing my ideas down to a few. From there
the sketches turn into large mock-ups using different mediums to find which one works best
with the idea.
I plan on exploring each idea with various mediums such as photography, illustration, computer
imaging, and mixed media to better relate my ideas to the audience, which is another important
part of design, relating ideas to a specific age range. Some of the principles I am basing the
themes off of are: How cultures use different forms of expression for worship; the content of
every religion is relatively similar in the matters of truth, respect, and the search for
understanding; and the exploration of human nature.

I believe using common themes will promote positive understanding towards the many
cultures and their beliefs and practices, and thus bring about more respect, tolerance, and

willingness to help one another out in a time of need between various peoples.
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Not a question of religion

but of human nature...

It is human nature to seek happiness and fulfullment. Throughout
the world different peoples use their beliefs and values to
continue their search.. What brings us together is our common
need for understanding.
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