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INTRODUCTION

"Whet is the Soviet Union really like?" This is a question that
many Americans have often pondered and never satisfactorily answered.

The Esst and West have long pursued divergent paths, and communicetion
between them has left something to be desired. But world events have
presently altered these paths so that the quest for knowledge end under-
standing is losing its casusl air and sssuming a crucial one. If nutusl
understanding is an advantage in the world community today, it will be a
necessity tomorrow; and tomorrow's citizens ere the children of today.
Thus, these future citizens must be equipped for their new roles. A

great pert of thie prepsration carn only be done by the schools. Attitudes
toward the Soviet Union--zs well as the rest of the world--depend greatly
upon what is taught in the classroom.

For a future elementary teacher, this problem has especial signifi-
cance. Esrly years are impressionable ones, snd what the child assimiletes
in his first six grades forms the frexework for all subsequent learning.
Ideas are shaped and opinions molded which ere retained throughout life.
Therefore, not vhat is taught in all classrooms, but what is taught in the
elementary classroom becomes the salient voint.

In order to examine the problem--what elementary school children
are being taught sbout the Soviet Union--a number of approaches seems
obvious. Educstion involves tsachers, methods, materisls, and activities:
any one of these could logiceally serve 28 sn index to what is being tsught.
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But practically all teaching involves the use of textbooks to some
extent. OSince such texts =re resdily availeble and can be examined more
or less impartielly, they would seem to comprise a fairly objective
criterion for such = study.

An examinstion of a few elerentary textbooks will reveal that the
bulk of irnformwatiorn on the Soviet Union is limited to world geography
books. Furthermore, very few such books treat the topic in sny depth
prior to the sixth grade level. Therefore, a random sampling of some
sixth grade world geography books should give & fairly typicel picture
of what the elementery student is taught about the Soviet Union. The
present study ie based on such e survey. The ultimate result is a
surrary of the content of eleven texts, which are widely used in Indiena.

Representing eight oublishing cowpanies, they are listed as follows:

1. Beyond the Oceans (Rand McKally, 1956)

2. Eurasia (Ginn, 1961)

. EBxploring the 01d World (Follett, 1958)

. Geograohy of Europe end Its Borderlsnds (Rand FcNally, 1961)

>
A
5. Geography of World Peoples (Rand VMcFally, 1952)
6

. Homelsnds Beyond the Seas (Iroquois, 195%)

7. Living Together in the Cld World (¥acmillan, 1958)

8. Neighbore Across the Sea (Winston, 1954 )

9. Old World Lands (Silver Burdett, 1959)

10. The Easterr Hemisphere (Allyn snd Bacon, 1958)

11. Your World ard Mine (Girn, 1961)

In some cases, corressonding workbooks and teachers' wanuale were also

exarined. Four of the texts are on the current stete adopted list of



>

social studies for Indisna, and 2ll are presently in wide use.

Such an exstination, no matter how thorough, rermeins mesningless
unless some methodi of evaluation cen be devised. For any evaluation to
be velid, further reading on & more soohisticated level is necessary.
For this resson, a further investigeation was made of a variety of msterials,
all of which contained date analogous to that elicited from the sixth
grade texts. Findings fror both areas have been organized snd presented

below.




CHAPTER 1
BASIC TEXT DATA

In all of the sixth grade texts examined, the Soviet Union is
trected ss a self-contained unit of study. The number of pages devoted
to the area ranges from fourteen to sixty-nine, with en overall average
of twerty-nine. An sttempt was masde to secure the most recent editions;
and although the publishing dates range from 1952 to 1962, eight of the
eleven books were printed in the last five years and three since 1961.

Several different methods of presentation of the materiel on the
Soviet Union are emxployed, but a tyoical pasttern usually includes most

of the following general topics:

1. Lescription of the Soviet Union

2. Agriculture snd industrial regions
%. Xorthern forest and tundrsa

L, Steppes end deserts to the south
5. CSoutherr border and Far HZast
é

. Importance of the geogrephy of the Soviet Union

Ewphesis on perticular topics is varied. In some cases, dis-
cusgion of Russien history is extensive; in others it is merely mentioned.
Irestiment of physical espects is seemingly favored by some authors while
others prefer to dwell on rocial conditions. Finally, some texts discuss

- gommunisr a8 an ideology, contrest it with other ideologies, mainly
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democracy, and view the reletionship of the Soviet Union to the reet of
the world. Others do not include such a section.

In all of the texts examined, the name of the country ie discussed.
The asuthors explain thet the correct name is the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, which is often shortened to USSR or Soviet Union. The neme
"Russis," which refers to only a part of the Soviet Union and is no longer
technically correct, is slso mentioned. In many inetances, the latter
term is used in subsequent references to the Seviet Union.

Every discussion of the various regiones of the Soviet Union
neturally includes Siberis--sn srea usually designeted es "the Asian

n

part of the Soviet Union, er "the icebox of the world.“1 The charsacter-

istics often mentioned are the short growing seagons, low temperatures
(the lowest temperature ever recorded, ninety degrees below zero
Fahrenheit, occurred there), barren stretches, end labor camns.

The Soviet Union is probably the greatest slave state in history.
¥illions of its people ere sert to huge camps, especially in Siteria.
They are ferced to work long hours in mines and forests and factories,
urder strict guard. They are poorly fed end housed and receive
little medicel attention.

Another account on the same eubject reads:

In the Soviet Union there has been little freedomr to exchange
ideas, no freedom to choose lesders. Many people who wanted such
freedom have been arrested and sent to prison campe in the tundra
or the Siberisn taiga. Since the days of the czars, there have
been prison camds in this northerr wilderness.>

lRotert M. Glendimning, Lends enc Peooles of the ¥World--Eurasia
(Teachers' Edition; Chicago: Girn and Ce., 1961), p. 275.

2Erneat L. Thurston end Grace C. Hankins, Howmelsnds Beyond the
Seas (Syrscuse, Few York: Iroqueis Publishing Co., Inc., 1958), ». 192.

ﬁJohn R, Borchert and Jane lcGuigan, Geograohy of Zurone and Its
Borderlends (Teschers' Edition: New York: Rand MeNelly and Co., 1961), p. 222,
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In describing Novosibirsk, one of the larges£ cities in Siberis, estill
another author writes:
Awey fror the mein street, the streets are weinly dirt roads,
end the houses are mede of loge or lumter. As in many Soviet cities,
the downtown section ie small for the size of the city. This is
because the government hes concentrated on building up heevy industry
and power projecte rasther than on supplying goods for department steres.
The steppe region is another common topic of discussion. A typicel
description might picture the steppe as & "grassy plain covering thoussnds
of square riles," having "little reinfell," being "fit mainly for pastures,"”
and conteining pecple who are "mostly nomads. ">
Turning to & discussion of food in the Soviet Union, mest esuthors
stress the bulk of starch in the everage diet. Oftentimes a greph comper-
ing food consumoption in the Soviet Union with that in the United Stetes
brirgs cut the fect thet the Soviet people est more breed end potatoes,
while Anericane consume rore vegetablee, fruits, milk, eggs, and meat.
The Ruesian people generelly heve less meet then we de. This is
partly because little of their land ie planted in corn and other food

for animals., Also, many farmers killed their livestock btefore joining
collective farns.

In sumring up the physical sspects of the entire ares, one suthor suggests:
"You found out thet most of this region heas few netural resources."/

Some sccounts of eerly Russian history ere briefer than cthers,
but not one author fails to mention Peter the Grest smong the early rulers.
Often he is pictured as & giant of a men, resrly seven feet tall and full

of energy. Although one text eimnly dismisses him 28 "the Czer who visited

hGlendinning, Eurasia, p. 274.
JThureton and Henkins, Homwelands,p. 185.
6G1endinning, Eurssia, p. 271.

7Borchert and McGuigen, Europe snd Ite Borderlends, p. 2%1.

A
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Rotterdem to learn shipbuilding,“8 Peter ie more often hailed as & kind
of hero, the men who "Westernized Russia."

Peter started at once to force his people to adopt the wiys of
western Eurcpe. . . . He ordered Russien nobles to c¢lic their bteards,
and even placed policeren along the roads to cut the beards of roble-
ren who refused to adopt the new custom.

Peter also built & city elong European lines. "In ten years Peter had &
fine cepital. He celled the new city St. Petersburg, =ften himself,."10

In a sirilar feshion, the topic of the Russian Revolution is handled

in various ways. OSeme books merely mention that there was a revolution,
others give brief eccounte such se referring to it es "the revolution
which started in Ruesis in 1917 end led to the overthrow ef the czars snd
the rise of the Communists to pewer.“11 Still others give somewhat more
detailed descriptions. "While the Ruesian peeple were confused, the
Communists used power to seize control of the country. They started the
Soviet government under which the Russisan people live teday."12 In a few
instances, & dietinction is wede between the February Revolution end the
Cctober Revolution, end oftentimes Lenin and Stalin sre identified ae the

men behind the unheaval. "The new governument wee overthrown end Nikolay

Lenin beceme the head of still another Ruesien government."1?

8Glendinning, Eurasis, p. 264,

90liver Stuart Hewer et al., Exploring the Old World (Chicago:
Follett Publishing Co., 1958), pp. 288-289,

10prudence Cutright et al., Living Together in the Cld Werld
(Teachers' Annotated Edition; New York: The Mscwillan Co., 1958), p. 402.

11Glendinning, Eurssis, p. 265.

12Norwen Cerls and Frank E. Soreneon, Neishbors Acrose the Sees
(Chicago: The John C. Winston Ce., 1954), p. 122,

Thurston end Henkine, Homelands, p. 188,
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Reviewing present conditions in the Soviet Union, the Soviet -
citizen is ofien discussed. One suthor telis his readers thst "in some
instances you cen probably find Ruseians who look very much like people
in our ewn country."lh One popular device, ueed in many of the books,
is to make imaginary visits to parts of the Soviet Union. One such "trip"
festures a fictitious erbassy official remerking to sowe "visitors":
I found it difficult to get scquainted with the Russian people.
Most of the Russiens seemed to be efraid to tslk to me. 1 guess they
weren't sure what their government would think sbout their talking
te foreigners.
All texts discuss the lives of these Soviet people. It is mentioned
thet much building and improvement is tsaking place, but this does not
seer to touch the life of the ordinery citizen. Agesin, on an imeginsry
visit to the home of a family in e Moscow spertwent house, the following
account is given: "The house is very crowded. For all twenty families
there ere only twe small kitchens and twe bathrooms. The family has e
little furniture--two beds, 8 crib, a table or two, and several stoola.l6
Auteorobiles and consumer goods, esccording to most authers, are
very scerce in the Soviet Union and 8 prime concern to every Soviet
citizen. "¥e are surprised to see so many bere feet. 'Soviet shoe
factories will soon menufacture enough shoes for everybody,' Mr. Tariner

tells us."l7 The progrees in indsustrislization which has occurred is

never neglected, but & typical remark on this point mwight be that "modern

%G1 endinning, Burssia, p. 261.
15Hamer et al., Exploring, p. 2%.
161bid., p. 296.

17Carls and Sorensen, Neighbors, p. 136.

e o R R U it D i
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Soviet factories, machines, and knowledge sre worth little if they do
not help to meke & better life for the Soviet people.“l8

In every instence, it is stressed that the Soviet people are not
free to worship as they olease. In one text, a cartoon drawing at the
beginning of the unit festures & group of people standing before the door
of & church which is berred end warked "closed."19 Another suthor relates
that "the Soviet metropolis has few churches, for the lesders of the
revolution tried to stemp out religious worship."20

Inviting his readers to pretand they are Soviet schoel children,
one suther remarks: "Your school might be new, but it is wore likely to
be old and crowded, with little or no olayground.“21 Furthermore, "Soviet
schools sare used to teech Communist idess. DBooks are written under
government direection, and teeschers must favor the governrent's political
policies. In this wey young people are taught to support the Corrunist
leaders."22 Not only are public schools so controlled, but the universities
are regulated se well, Meking reference to the University of Moscow, one
writer argues that "here agesin we see the effect of government controls.
The Cormunist government not only decides what subjects should be taught
but also determines who shall sttend the state university.“25

Government control is equally emphesized in connection with

18Borchert and McGuigen, Europe and Its EBerderlands, p. 2%2.

19Hamer et al., Exploring, p. 282.

2OBorchert and McGuigan, Europe &nd Its Borderlands, p. 187.

2l1pid., p. 175.

22Hamer et al., Exploering, p. 293,

2%Glendinning, Burssia, p. 263.
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agriculture. Only about hslf of the texts weke any distinction between
collective ferms end state farme, and then, only by size. On an imeginary
visit to & collective, & narretor says:

I rode out to the farw in sn old truck which the farm ueed to
deliver vegetsbles snd eggs to & big merket in Moscew. The truck wes
driven by e wornan. Several miles out of the city we cesme to a village
of sbout thirty smsll wooden houses built along both eides of a dirt
roed. In back of each house was a little gerden plet. In sBouxe yerds
we could see chickens, pigs, and 2 cow.

A comnon item mentioned is the lack of farm mechinery on the collective
farws. Instead, the government hes osrovided Machine Tractor Stations at
which the farwers rent the various pieces of equiprent needed. The rent
is usually paid in crope to the state. In summary, Soviet agriculture is
often characterized in the following marner:

The Coviet leaders honed that the éollective farws would increase
agricultural nroduction, but this has not heppened. ¥hen a farwer
does not own the land he works, he has less interest and less pride
in keeping it up.25

Looking at another facet of Soviet life, reeders lesrn thst the

entire country is often described @as being behind an "Iron Curtain,"

& term which appsrently weans that the Seviet government wents as little

to do with the rest of the world as possitle., One definition of the Iron
Curtair states: "It weens that the Soviet governvent hes taken steps

to prevent almost anyone from outside the Soviet group from traveling in

Ruseia to see what goes on there."26 Indeed, "the Russiens . . . have

goldiers stationed at their bordere to keep out almost everyone. These

2b’l‘lamer et al., Exploring, p. 292,

25Glendinning, Eurasis, p. 268,

26Thurston and Hankins, Homelands, p. 192.
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soldiers also keep the Fussians inside their own country. For this
reason we say the Soviet Union ie 'behind the Iron Curtain.'"27 But
briefly mentioning the thousands of people who, in psst years, have
menaged to leave the Seviet Union and come to the United States, one
author remarks: "Meny of these people are now good American citizens,"28

It is often suggested that the Soviet citizens are not only not
free to leave their country but are similarly restricted within. In
fact, the lack of individual freedomw is a major theme throughout 21l of
the texts, and one teachers' wmanusl contsins instructione to "emphesize
the lack of freedom in the Soviet Union" in connection with seven different
topics in the unit.29 Another unit begins with a cstory entitled "No
Chence to Choose," and portrays a young boy and his sister st a trade
school in the city. I4 relates their conversation lsmenting the fact
that they cennot choose the kind of work they will eventuslly d°.50
"No individual is allowed to go into businesc for himself, hire clerks,
and sell producte as the people in our country do."71 Also, "the people
of Russia ere not frees to travel sbout where they please or live where

z
n%2

they like., . . .

27Hamer et al., Exploring, p. 283,

28Thurston end Hankins, Howelands, p. 203.

29Borchert and McGuigsn, Europe and Ite Borderlands, pp. 167-226,

50Grace 5. Dewson, Your World and Mine (Teechers' Edition rev.:
New York: Ginn and Co., 1961), pp. 286-287.

1
2 DeForest Stull and Roy W. Hetch, The Eastern Hemisphere--Cur
#orld Today (New York: Allyn end Bacen, Inc., 1958), p. 225.

%2 Thurston and Henkins, Hemelands, p. 184,
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Government censorship is another recurrent topic. "The people
of Russis are not even free to think, write, or speak ae they please.

"22 Even thesters

The Communists try to control the peoples' thoughts.
are subject to government zontrol. Therefore, "the government cerefully
supervises the thesters to make sure that all ertists and their works
folléw Comrunist policy or 'the party line.'u54 In like menner, the
government publishes 2ll books, contrels newspapers, magazines, and the
radie. "The government elso hes secret police who 8spy on the people. If
the people do anything agsinst the government, they are punished."55 In
conclusion, one author suggests that "we can see that the Russians have
little more freedom teday than they did under Petef the Great and the
other czars."56
In comnection with the abtove point, imorisonment and terror are
presented s common phenomena in the Seviet Union.
There is & huge force of secret police unknown to the people
and often living swong them. They spy on the people and even on
the officiels. The faintest hint of disloyslty is wet by instant
arrest and very severe punishment, usually without trisl.
Apparently no one is immune to this constant scrutiny. "Those who do
not do good work, or who are sabsent without proper cause, may be punished

severely. This mey wean months of imprisonment."57 Several texts rein-

force this last point by portraying the life of & fictitious family in

2JHawmer et 8l., Exploring, p. 298,
3L

Glendinning, Burasia, p. 259.
55Carls and Sorenson, Neighbors, p. 118.

56Hamer et al., Exploring, p. 298,

x
’TThurston and Hankins, Homelande, p. 191.
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which the father has displeased the government and been taken sway to 2
prison camp. "In the Soviet Union there probably are twice ss many such
prisoners as there sre members of the Communist party."58~ All in all,
"if anyone criticizes or refuses to obey the orders of the party leaders
he is put in prison or killed."39

Although the Communists run the government, it is acknowledged
that the average Soviet citizen is not & psrty member. Statistice on
thie point are varied. Some texts quote the retio ess one out of twenty,
others, one out of thirty-two, and still others, three out of one hundred.
Many simply state that very few citizens are members of the Communist
Party. Concerring elections, 2ll candidates are selected by the party;
and "there is no choice, yet the people are required to vote for this one
person."AO
In spite of the fact that each Soviet republic has its own govern-
ment and lews, one writer warns: "Do not let the word 'republic' fool
you. Although they call their states 'republics,' the Soviet people de
not have a free government like ours."hl It is established that a highly
centralized governmwent runs the country--the wines, factories, stores,
schools, trensportation--in fact, the very 1ife.of the people., The *op

bedy, the Supreme Soviet, is in charge, and "this supreme council is

controlled by party leaders. These leaders ere really dictators."42

38carls and Sorenson, Neighbors, p. 119.

59Dawson, Your World and Mine, p. 297.

AOThuraten end Hankins, Homelands, p. 1G1.

41
Carls and Sorenson, Neighbors, p. 1ll4.

42Daweon, Your World and Mine, p. 296.
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In the finsl paragraphs, some of the units include a section

pertaining to the role of the Soviet Union in the world community.

We know that many people are sfraid of the Seviet Union. One
resson ie thet this country hes been growing for five hundred years
and much of ite land has been acquired by fighting. Another reeason
why people fear the Soviet Union ie thet the Cewmunists, who control
it, believe that their kind of government is the only right kind for
everybody. In weny countries, Communists keep on trying to tﬁge
hold of the governments and change thinge to fit their ideas.”~

Finally, suggestions of poesible Soviet aggression are ofter made.
"Meny persens see the Soviet Union as a threst to human freedom and ss
an encouragement to strife end war . "4

In each of the texts examined, moet of the above areas are explered.
In addition to dealing with such specifics, these units all create
generalized impressions about life in the Soviet Union. According to one
author, "little ie known sbout sctusl conditions among the people in the
Soviet Union. . . . Most of the rosds in the USSR are dirt roade, wuddy
in the epring, dusty in surm'ne':z'.“h5 Once agein, visiting an iwmeginary
farily lends itself well to learning wore about general conditions. Two
such fanciful situations ere presented below. In the first, a typical
Seviet family (the head of which is in a prison canp) is visited.

Tamara ie twelve and lives with her wmother in Moscow. Her mother
works in a factery. When Tamara finishes schoel next spring, she, too,
will work. She would like to go to a higher school, but knows that

she will have to stari esrning LOPEY Very soon becsuse her mother
cannot earn enough for them both. 6

AiNorman J. G. Pounds and Ewlyn D. Jones, Beyond ths Ocesns--
Eurssie, Africa, Austrelie (New York: Rend McNally Co., 1956), p. 179.

Ahcutright et al., Living Tegether, p. 42C.

45Stu11 end Hatch, The Easstern Hemisphere, p. 225,

A6Carls and Sorenson, Neighbors, p. 118,
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The second encourages the resder himself to imagine thet he is e school
child in & northern Soviet city.

Your eschool day begins early on & dark winter mworning. You heve
to help wake the beds and tidy the crowded two- or three-room fawmily
apartment. The mother preperes the breskfast of scup and breed.

Mest Soviet homes sre crowded and mesls simple. TYou bundle up well
before you go out into the cold mprning air. Petches of ice fill
holes in the sidewalk and street.”

Another imaginsry situation inveolves leisure activitiee for various femily

rerbers:

The feather might go to his fectory workers' club to play chess
or dominces, Afterwerd he wight sttend & meeting to hear & member
of the Communist party tell abﬁgt the Soviet srwed forces or explain
why everyone rust work herder.

In sore inetences illuetrations convey the tyne of life some Soviet
citizens lead. One picture of an industrial plant carries the gaption:
"The inside of & steel will in the Soviet Union is & noisy end swoky
place to work." Another picture shews four woren working in the street,

An explanation reasds: "In Leningred, women are continually engeged in

sweepirg the streete or, in winter, shoveling snow from the streets and

)

sidewalks.

Througheut the discuseions on the Soviet Union, in prectically
every text, reference is constsntly mede to the United States: and con-
ditions sre often compared and contraéted. This tekes severzl forme.

A common device is to meke analegies between locetions in the Soviet
Union and corresoonding places in the United Stetes. For exemple,

"Gorki is sometimes celled the 'Detroit of the USSR'"; or "the most

A7Borchert and McGuigen, Eurepe end Its Borderlends, p. 173,

4slbid., p. 176.

49G1endinning, Burssis, p. 265.
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impertent waterway in the Seviet Union ie the Volge River. It has been
called the 'Mississippi of the USSR. '"?° Similerly, Novesibirsk is &
"city called the 'Chicago of Siberia. "o}

Another eppreach to such comparisen tekes the form of couxpetition
between the Soviet Union and the United States. "This may surprise you:
Many large Seviet cities sre growing even fester than American cities
have grown."52 The follewing are two typical sub-headings in ene dis-
cussion eof the Soviet Union:

WHY HAVE WE MORE AND ZETTER GOODS THAN THE RUSSIAK PEOPLE?

NEXT TO THE UNITED STATES,
THE SOVIET UNION IS THE MOST POWERFUL NATION IN THE WORLDP?

Finelly, Soviet communism and Americen democracy ere often cem-
pared, usually by way of exercises fer children listed at the ends of the
chapters. One such iter, lieted under "Things to De," suggests: "Your
cless might enjoy plenning a panel diecussion on the tepic: 'Why I would
rather live in & democrecy like ours then in a Communist cc>un’cry'."'5l+
Ancther exercise, found in the teachers' manual ef related sctivities
cooridinated with the text, includes suggested acceptable answers for the

teacher's use, written in red

OCeris and Sorenson, Neighbers, p. 146.

SlRobert M. Glendinning, Yorkbook to Accempany Eurasia (Teechers'
Edition; Chicage: Ginn and Ce., 1959), p. 78.

92Carls and Serensen, Neighbers, p. 140.
>JHemer et al., Explering, p. 254,

5b'Ibde., p. 299.
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We have meny wonderful freedoms in our country that we cherish
highly. In the Soviet Union the people do not have wany freedoms.
In the first column below, you will find some of our American free-
doms. In the second column, explain how these freedous are restricted
in the Soviet Union.

Freedome in Our Country In the Soviet Union
1. To own land Land belongs to the government.
2. To own a business Bugzineseres sre owned by the govern=-
ment.
3. To travel Trevelers must register with the

police and cannot lesve country
very easily.

L, To worship The Cemmurists oocose religions
ancd freedsr of worshio,

5. Te work Workers canrot leave their job
without wnerrniscion,

6. To think, speak, 2nd write “eople cerrot trirnk, epeak, and
write =het they want to.

7. To choose our governmrent People heve very little tec say

leaders sbout treir governrent and

their leesders.o?

Thus, in judging from most comwparisons, many resders might
logicelly conclude thet the Arericen citizen hae & grest advantage over
the Soviet citizen. "He [the Arericen citizen| lives in a country where
the welfare of the people comes first, for the people are the government

and the governwent is eall of the peeple. " 56

5530n F. Ahlechwede, Directed Activities for Exploring the 0Old
World (Teachers' Edition; Chicego: Follett Publighing Co., 1956), p. 88.

56W. R. McConnell, Geograsphy of World Peoples (New York: Rend
McNelly Ce., 1952), p. 24%,




CHAPTER II

COMPARISOK WITH GENERAL DATA

For the purpose of evaluating the textbook meterisl examined,
seversl other sources were consulted. These sources included higher
level texts, books, articles, and referance material on the Soviet Union. :
In general, an attempt wes maede to find informwstion corresponding to that
found in the sixth grade texts. Also, the moet recent dats wes sought.

One source, Inside Ruseie Today by John Gunther, seemed particularly

appropriate for such & comparieon since it contéined the seme type of
inforwation presented in the texts, only en an adult level. Therefore,
Gunther's work was used quite extenesively in this study.

The Unior of Soviet Socialist Republice is a federation consisting
of fifteen Union Republics. OSome of theee Republics are further subdivided
into such ereas 28 Autonomous Socialist Republice, Autonomous Regions, and
Netionel Districts. "It ie noteworthy thet the word 'Russis' does not
occur in the name of the Soviet Union, for its mewbers supposedly ere
equalsm"l Soviet Russia proper is merely one of the Union Republics
end is technically called the Russian Soviet Federal Socialist Republic.
However, the name, Russia, is still widely uesed to designate the entire

country, although it is not abeolutely correct.

1Joseph Ward Swain, The Harper History of Civilization, Vel. II
( New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 1958), n. 609.
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In looking at a few of the regions within the Soviet Union,
sorme traditional stereotypes are exposed.
The cencept 'Siberia' autometically suggests coldness, lonliness,
immencity, end exile. . . . But Siteris is not what it used to be:
what it symbolizes today is industrial development, change in the

center of grevity of the Soviet Union, and & vest movement of popu-
lation. . . . Siberia is booming=--that is the long snd short of it.

2
Surprisingly, Siberie boaste & number of modern cities--Sverdlovsk, Barnaul,
Tomsk, &nd Irkutsk--each of which hae ite own modern university. Nor is
Siberia alone in being misunderstood. The smme might be said of the steppe,
"which for some reason connotes to most non-Ruseians the idea of dry,
sterile soil. Actuelly steppe means any extensive grassland, or preirie,
and steppe soil can be inordinately rich.">

As for natural resources, very few countries can compere with the
Soviet Union in wealth and variety of deposits. The supply is very
abundent and diversified, and meny new sources are constantly being dis-
covered. The USSR ig very rich in oil, coal, ferrous and non-ferrous
wetals, and, but for a few minersls, comes very clese to being completely
self-sufficient.h

Food is another topic of some controversy, but it seems that the
Soviet people eat food not too terribly differert from what is consumed
in the United States. Many salted and pickled vegetszbles are eaten, as
are soups and fish. Tea is generally preferred to coffee, 2nd there is

e great veriety of regional dishes. That meat is of poor quelity or even

23 ohn Gunther, Inside Russia Todey (New York: Harper and
Brothers, Publieghers, 1958), pp. 179-180.

JIbid., p. 3.

byicheel T. Florineky (ed. ), Encyclopedis of Rugsia and the Soviet
Union (1lst edition; New York: McGraw-Hill Co., 1961), p. 382,
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unknown cannot be completely accepted. Referring to ene of the tyoical
state farwe near Omsk, one suthor comrments that "almost half of the land
is used for growing crops which can be used for ensilage. Thie nourishing
feed . . . can be used 21l winter long for feeding cettle."D And to infer
that everyone in the Soviet Union exists on a diet of bleck bread and
potatoes is 8 gross misrepresentation. Kotletki is the equivalent of
the American hamburger; snd
e « » no mention of Russien food, no matter how brief, could be

complete without a word sbout ice cresm. The Russians call it

morazgenoxe, and it is a national craze. . . . loreover, it ie very

good.

A great deal has been written about the history of the Russian
people, and only a clear understending of & country's past cen foster =
clear underetending of its present. A closer look et Peter the Grest
bringe this "hero" into new verspective. One suthor holds that changes
did occur which had a Western flevor, but Peter is given little credit.

« +« +» it hes long since become obvious thet the continuity of

Russien history was unbroken by the reign ef Peter. Irrestible
forces, which ewed little or nothing to the efforts of outstanding
individuels, had before Peter's Lirth given forw te . . . the steady
perueation of Russian life by the menners and customs of the more
civilized West.
Another auther contends that Peter's changes were either of little iwportance
or more reminescent of Byzantine then Western culture. "Peter the Great

made chenges in Ruesis and is often sccredited with the 'Europeanizatien

of Ruseie,' an ides whelly felse. . . ." The most imoortant of his reforms,

5NcGonnell, Geography of World Peoples, p. 249,

6
Gunther, Inside Russia Today, p. 18.

7Jesse D. Clarkson, A Histery of Russia (New York: Randor
House, Inc., 1961), p. 187.
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those pertaining to serfdom, the church, and the state, were not of
Western influence at all. "The tsar thus stood at the pesk of everything
governing Russie through his personsl sgents end giving his administration
an Orientel or Byzantine character."d

In connectiorn with serfdom, it could almost be said that Peter

"Americanized" Russia:

In most ways Peter's serfdom resembled the Negro slavery of the
United Stetes rether than western European serfdom, It is interesting
to note that each of these institutions appesred at about the same
time, that both leter eroused the same sort of ideslistic oppesition,
and that finally Tsar Alexander Il abolished Russien serfdom on
March %, 1861, just one dav before Abraham Lincoln became President
of the United States.

Finally, Peter did, indeed build 2 great city wodeled after those of

Europe: and he celled it St., Petersburg, not for himself, but for ot, Peter, 10
Perhaps the most significant single event in Russien history, in

light of present-day conditions, was the revolution, or revelutions, of

1917. A distinction must be made between the first revolution--the one

known universally as the February Revolution, although it actuslly occurred

in March--and the subsequent revolution of October.

The Bolsheviks had little, if enything, to do with the February
Revolution, which was almost completely unorgsnized, or with the fall
of Czardom. The chief Bolshevik leaders were abroed or underground,
and litanists of the party today contemptuously diemisgs the events
of February as the "bourgeois-democratic revolution."

The initial revolution was followed by general chasos. Legislative

bodies were formed, then dissolved; leaders split into factions: and

83wain, History of Civilization, p. 77.

9Ibid., p. 75.

1Cia1ter Duranty, Duranty Reports Ruasisa (Wew York: The Viking
Press, 1934), p. 231

Hgunther, Inside Ruesia Today, p. 163,




22
presently new revolutionsry agitation flamed. In October (November by the
Gregorian celendar) evente took snother turn. The October Menifesto was
issued gueranteeing the fundamentsl civil liberties and invalideting
sutocracy; the czar thereafter governed a2long with the popularly elected
legislature. By this time,|Lenin had come to the fore.

Lenin's more conservative opvoonents declared that his long
absence had left him out of teuch with conditions in Russie, and
denounced his progrem as "delirium," but his speeches ettracted
crowds of eager listenerse, snd when he prowised "bread and peace"
he spoke of things that every Russian understood end wanted. 12

. Lenin wes the name adopted by Vliediwir Ulyanev. "The 'N' does not
represent 'Nikolai,' as is commonly thought; it was simply vart of his
pseudonum . . . 8nd . . . stands for nothing."!” Lenin had studied the
writings of Karl Marx and dreamed of instituting Merxian principles in
Russia. "All the Russien Socislists were really 'Westerners' and tried
to impese Western ideas on Russia." 14

One of the most remarkable aspects of this revolution ie that it
was almost completely bleodless. Not wore then a few hundred lives were
lost during the actual rebellion. PBut civil war followed the revolution,
during which occurred wuch foreign intervention "to help suppress the
horror of Bolghevisz." Like several other nations,

+ +» « the United States put several thousand troups into Siberia.
Intervention wes bitterly resented by the Communists, and still is.
No wonder. Iwsgine, if the United Stetes were fighting for its life

in a civil wer, what the Americen sititude would be if Soviet Russias
and other powers inveded and occuplied large sreas of our territory.1

125vain, History of Civilizetion, p. 6CO.
1

3Gunther, Inside Ruseia Today, p. 159.

1hSwain, History of Civilization, p. 419,

15Gunther, Inside Russis Today, p. 165.
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One ares of informstion on the Soviet Union in which there is
absolutely no shortege is that pertaining to the Soviet peonle themselves.
"For generations, it hes been pert of the American folklore to think that
Russians ere hardly capable of opnereting a tractor."lé But according
to all current studies, nothing could be farther from the truth. Not
only ere the people intelligent and energetic, but friendly es well.
"Tourists generally have been surprised at the warwth of the reception
accorded thew by the Russien public and by the noninterference of the
Soviet authorities in their sctivities."l/

b tremendous building program is geing on--in Moscow and through-
out the Soviet Union. "New fectories, tall office buildings, end confort-
able rmolern apartment houses for factory workers have tzken the places
of most of the esrlier buildings."18 The new apartwent houses provide
homes for a great meny people, but others prefer to live in orivate houses.

Thousands of Soviet citizens own their own homes. . . . Marx had

no objection to the sccurmlation of private property, end the right
of contemporary citize?a to possess priigte property is specificelly
safeguarded in the Seviet comstitution.

ke wes wentioned eesrlier, the guest for consumer goods is a favorite
topic with most writere on the Soviet Union. In May of 1961, Prerier
Khrushchev snrounced & shift of ewphesis in industrial oroduction to give
equal priority to light industry. The results are obvioue. "The veople

at the brbessy say that wore and more goods are on the shelves of the

16Gunt-her, Inside Russia Today, p. xxii.

1701arkson, A Hietory of Russias, p. 751.

18Lc0enne11, Geogrephy ef World Peoples, p. 257.

19Gunther, Inside Ruseia Today, p. 37h.
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stores. People are better dresssd, 100."20 In the cities, grest activity
becomes apparent. Streets are jammed with people, American-lecking buses
and street cars, snd & multitude of sutos. Russian industry hes begun
to maes produce sutomebiles on & large acalo.zl Ag to the matter of
whether the Soviet people will ever enjoy the quantity or quality of
consumer goods which Americens do:

The time could, indeed, be near when the United Stetes, in erder
to keep up with the USSR in industrisl power and military preperatien,
might have to secrifice some of its well-known impulses towerd fenci-
ress and gleasure, consumption for the sske of coneumption, snd
luxuries, 22

It i8 no secret that the Soviet government is en atheist regime.

This means that Soviet ideclogy is bessed on meterislism, but Article 124
of the constitution guerantees freedow of religious worship, and citizens
who desire to go to church may do so. Recounting a visit to the Soviet
Union, one writer reports:

Moet of us went to the Russian Crthodox Church, eslong with
hundreds ef Ruseians., There was scaffolding in the interiers and
much dust, and most of the icorns were covered with paper, but this
did not detract from the worshipers' devotion. There wust have been
88 meny 28 one hundred young couples carrying bebies to be baptised
thst day.a/

Government policy en religion cennoet be diswisced as being entirely

belligerent. "In 1554 a decree of the Party's Centrel Committee acknowl-

edged 'gross mistekes' in 'scientific atheistic propegende' end condemmed

0. .
Oz, &, King, "Voice Visits: Personal Impressions of the Soviet

Union and Polend," in Educationel Research Bulletin, XXXVI (March, 1957), p.120.

2lNorman Cousine, "To ‘Heve' and to Hold," in Saturday Review,
September 8, 1962, p. 24,

22Gunther, Ineide Russis Today, p. 369.

23W. Lytte, "Visit to the RSSR," in Americen Associstion of
University Women Journal, LI (Jarnusry, 1958), p. 109.
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sttacks on the Church.“2h Even Khrushchev himself, en officiel atheist,
gometimes uses the word "God." For exsmple, in one speech he said, "'If
you live among doge, keep e stick hendy. Rely on God, as the saying goes,
but don't you yourself fail.'"ZD

In contrast to some of the imaginary visits mede in some of the
sixth grade textbooks examrined, first-hand accounts ef sctusl visits to
verious perts of the Soviet Union are available. The following is such
an eccount of & visit to & public scheol in Mosecow:

I thought firet thet this school must be one specially picked
out for show. It seemed too good to be true. Its physical plent
would nut to shame nine out of ten public echeols in New York City.
Meybe the most impressive thing about it wee that it wes not picked
out for show.

-Schools are atgpgpadized-—books, curriculae, methods--not only for reesons
of economy and efficiency, but to provide continuity of study for 2 child
who wight wove from one school or city te snother. DBegimnning at the fifih
grade, every child must teke s foreign lenguege. ". . .The kids sre more
or lese given the choice in school of English or Germen. . . . French is
becoming rsther mwiner. . . ." But English is the wost popular.27

In addition to a second lenguage, Soviet schools heavily estress
science and methemetice. "The average Russian boy er girl, taking the
normel course, gets more thsn five times the emount of science end math

thet is stipuleted for entrsnce even into such & specialized American

institution ae the Massachusetts Institute of Technology."28

2401arkson, A History ef Russis, p. 752.

25Gunther, Inside Ruesies Today, p. 229,

261bid., pp. 253-254.

27King, Educational Research Bulletin, XXXVI, p. 122,

28tiomer Bipart in the New York Times, November 11, 1957.
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In terms of higher education, @ student has two choices--cellege
or vocstional school. A persor who elects the vocastional or tekhnikum
course is committed to work three years after gradustion st practical
spplicetion in his field. After the three yeers, he is free to do a8 he
chooses. If a student prefers college, he is paid to attend, exempted
from military duty, rewarded with bonuses for exceptionsl work, and
sssured of & job upon graduetion. ". . .An intellectusl in the Seviet
Union is envied, not scorned, and has an honored plasce in the community
from the womwent he gets out of college."29 Incidentally, neither the
public schools nor the universities offer specific courses in Marxism-
Leninism.

Agriculture is en importent aspect in the economy of any country,
end the Soviet Union is no different. As is commonly known, Soviet
agriculture ie characterized by cocllective and state farms. A collective
is ". . . essentielly a village. It is e community of farwers in a
stated area, with shops, achools, a library, 8 hospitel, thesters--even
& church in some cases.">0 Every famwily owns about an scre of land, growvs
vegetables and keeps livestock. The crops grown on the ferwer's private
plot can be used for family consumption or sold on the free market. "Thet
free markets for agricultural produce still exist in the Soviet Union is
not generally known.” A farmer can own 2 cow, calves, pigs, sheep or
goets, snd peultry. In fact, about half of all livestock in the Soviet

Union is still privately owned. ol

293unther, Inside Russis Today, p. 262.

P1bid., p. 358.

3l1pid., p. 360.
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Each worker is paid from the surplus of the collective after
the state hae taken its percentege. This payment is wmede both in cash
and produce. Bach ferm hes a director who is elected by the collective
itself. Tracter Stetions are no longer existent eas such; in 1957 machinery
and trectors were transferred to individual ferms. Apparently in thise
srez, the Seviet Union no longer adheres to strict Marxist doctrine.
Rigid adherence to Merxist blueprints for epersting communes
and collective farme is not enough to meke them werk. Hence the
need to loosen them up and relete them to %Be potentialities and
needs of the people who hzve to work them.
Seemingly, the government hes been able to meke this forw of agriculture
work for the Seviet Union. Production hes increased greatly under thie
system.
Contrary to the impression given by meny of the sixth grade texts,
the Iron Curtein mey no longer be quite so "iron-cled.” Since 1955,
it has become relatively easy to tour the Soviet Union, as meny of the
eerlier restrictions have been lifted. OSeviet visa policy is even mwore
liberel toward Americans then is American policy toward the Soviets.
Inside the Soviet Union, restrictions are much more lenient then wost
Westerners imegine. Luggage is not checked, and photographe cen be taken
almost everywhere. Although about thirty per cent of the country is
clesed to tourists, "it should also be pointed out thet, reciprocelly,
large areas in the United States ere strictly closed to Russian visiters.">>
Touriste are not only welcomed but invited to come to the Soviet

Union. Awmericans, British, and other tourists by the thousands have been

52Cousins, Saturday Review, p. 2h.

55Gunthor, Inside Russia Todey, pp. 22-23.
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encouraged to visit exhibitione arnd cities inside the Soviet Union.
A bid for mutual understeanding with the West has likewice tsken the form
of cultural exchenge. "Few Awericens are inforred concerning . . .
cultural exchange between the two countries, those which involve graduate
students and scholars."2%

The question of freedom for the Soviet people is an importent

one. The idea thet travel within the country is prohibited end veople

are chained to one place forever is absolutely fslse. A group of Americen
university women, visiting the USSR in 1956, noted that there were many
people traveling in the Soviet Union--foreigners and Russians alike.??
Furthermore, Soviet citizens are sllowed te merry foreigners, and workers
need not obtein permission to change jobs. There is a noticeable pride

in Soviet accomplishments and "the great mess of Soviet citizens feel that
the Soviet Union, however geod or bad it may be, belonge to them; pessants
under the czars had no such feeling."56 The extent of discontent is
questioneble,

There is scant evidence for the view thet more than a very tiny
part of the population would, except under circumstances of extreme
crisis, take appreciable risks to sabotage the regime or aid weetern
democracy.

That governwent ceneorship exists is beyond question. That it is

completely and relentlessly avplied is another considerstion. To say

that censorshio is much more liberal than it was under Stalin is s truisms

34Robert F. Byrnes, "Academic Exchenge with the Soviet Union,"
in Russian Review, XXI, No. 3 (July, 1962), pp. 213-214,

55Lytte, Arericen Associetion of University Womwen Journal, LC, v. 108.

56Gunther, Ineide Russis Today, p. 211.

STHarrison E, Salisbury in the New York Times, July 29, 1956.




29

to understand the nsture of the liberalism, an examinetion wust be made
on several levels. The press can be very outepoken on a2ll kinds of non-
political topics. The papers are full of openly expressed comwplaints,
and magszine editors are trusted to their own judgment, thus not censored
at all, Likewise, censorship of the thester hes been abandoned, and
Soviet playe which have not been seen since the 1920'a--sstiree criticizing
the government--are being performed agsin. Indeed, Soviet citizens are
permritted and even encouraged to express protests and complaints in the
papers. "Those Americans who think that the Soviet oress never contains
criticism of wayward trends or ectivities in general are altogether wrong."58

It is quite obvious by now that some definite changes heve tsken
place within the Soviet Union, end these innovations are commonly termed
collectively se "de-Stalinization.” Since the death of Stalin in 1953,
e constant trend sway from that dictator's policies hes manifested itself,
Kot the lesst significant sign of thie "new era," sccording to most
sources, is the cessation ef overt terrer in the Soviet Union. There are
very few political arrests, and no longer is anyone in any danger of

being punished for "

guilt by anslogy." The labor camps heve been nearly
abolished for political prisoners. Of course, correctional institutions
are still meintained for ordinary criminals, but people who were imprisened
for political reazsons or without ceuse have generally been relessed. As

they are set free, they are given jobs and helped to resume their normel

lives.

383unther, Inside Russia Todey, p. 81.
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One relisble estimste is that, in the years eince Stalin's
death, seventy per cent of all prisenere in confinement in 1953
have been relessed, and two-thirds of all labor camps abolished.
Of those still confined, only about two per cent are classified as
political prisoners: of these, most ere convicted wartime traitors.
Another fact that cannot be ignored is that the most recent mwajer
government upheaval, in which Khrushchev dissolved the plot to oust him,
was completely devoid of force and terror. With the exception of one,
the men involved were neither banished nor executed, but retained,
altheugh demoted, in the nationsl framework.
Varioue percentages can be found in connection with Communist
Party wenmbershis in the Soviet Union--not slways in agreement but
euphagizing the fact that relatively few Soviet citizens are Communists.
However, these percentages do not slweys give a feir sicture since they
refer cnly to adult party members. If members of the Comrunist youth
erganizations are included, sorwething more like twenty-five per cent of
the populstion beleongs to the party. Among the non-party mewmbers, scores

of important names cen be found.

Curicusly enough, plenty of geod Russian citizens who are sincere
adaicts of the regiwe are not perty wembers, and moreover do not wish
to be. . . . There is no professional stigma atteched to not being
g Communist; in wost ranks of society, on & university faculty, a
science laborstery, or even in the managemznt of 2 big industry,
party and non-party men work side by side. 0

In Soviet elections, anyone over eighteen mwsy vote, without
regard to race, sex, nationality, job, socisl origin, or residential

qualification. Approximately ninetv-nine per cant of those so entitled

> Harold J. Berman in the New York Times, May 16, 1957.

4OGunther, Inside Russia Todsy, p. 198.
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de vote. All candidates are presently nominated by the Communist Party,
but the voter has the option of desositing the ballot unmarked in the
receptecle, cfoseing out the name inecribed, er writing in anether name 41

The Central Committee is the directive body of the Cowmunist
Party. Its memtere choose & secretariat as well es the Presidium. The
Presidium is comnesed of twenty-three men--fifteen full members and eight
alternates--who teke sccount of popular opinion s=s conveyed through locsl
perty officials.

« « « Discussion ie encouraged 2t meetings of the Presidium these

days, dissent is permitted, and winority opinions duly registered.
The renbers weet; they argue; they take c?unsel; they come Eg some
sort of decision; they function as a multiple-~headed whole.

I{ muet be emphesized that there ies a form of law and order
operating in the Soviet Union that is not the whiuw of whoever heppens to
be in power. Adwittedly, the Soviet lew is not like anything Americans
know, out ", . . the fact that the Seviet Urion has a legel system with
definite principles behind it is something in cowmon with other civilized
countries. ">

Before lesving the subject of governrent, one other item remains.
It is undenisble thet Khrushchev hes msde his presence felt and, here again,
imolerented "de-Stalinizetion.” He is genuinely interested in decentrel-
izing authority to & degree and giving recognition to the minority

republics. Moreover, he has transformed the notion that parlismentary

government is merely a mockery and disproved the theory that violsnce is

AlFlorinsky, Bncyclopedis of Russiam, p. 155.
i

2Gunthef, Inside Russia Today, p. 82.

45G. B. Carson, Jr., "Recent Materials and Viewpoints on the Soviet
Union," in Social Educstion, XXII (April, 1958), p. 195.
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necessary to remodel a society.’

A final consideration to be made concerns the Soviet Union's
relstionshis to the world, both in terms of how the Soviet people them-
selves feel, as well as the policy of their government. On the first
count, the question is easily answered. The Soviet peopls want pesace
as badly es Americans do, and snti-Americanism as such is negligible.

I never met a Soviet acientist or worker in the technical reelnme
who did not ask eagerly for better relations with the United Etstes,
and who did¢ not urge cleser scientific cooperation end exchange of
informetion. Most Coviet scientists feel that they are being snubbed
by the United States. The Acadeny of Sciences . . . sent an invitation
to the Smithsonian Institute in Weshington suggesting trat en
Averican delegation come to Moscow end look things over., It never
get an answer.

As for the men running the government, they seemingly desire
peace too. Not only do they went to prevent wer, they no lenger take the
stend thet war is fatalistically inevitsble. ". . . The Twentieth
Congress . . . endorsed Khrushchev's propossl to 'continue the Leninist
policy of peaceful coexistence of various stetes without regard to their
sociel structure. . . .'"46

The questicn of Communiewr and the Cold Wer is en essentisl one.
<uite obviously, the Soviet government actively seeke to weaken the
reputetion of the United Ststes and establish Conxmurist ties whenever
possitle. On the other hand, the United States doee exectly the seme

thing, exerting pressure through containrent, and constertly issuing

anti-Communist prepegenda.

by

Gunther, Inside Russis Teday, p. 10%,

b51bid., 0. 274.

h6013rkson, A History of Russis, p. 745.
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One point of merked interest and importance, which is often
neglected by Arericans, is that a country way become friendly to
Moscow not merely by reason of Conwuniet subvereion or blandishwent,
but tecause it likes aspects of Communisw and Russien policy,
aduires socialism and nstional »lanning, end hes reached a point in
socia& evolution where the Soviet system appears to offer rore than
ours. 47

Here, then, is & brief glimpse of life in the Soviet Union today.

In the fece of some egurrent dats, reny old views cen no longer be supported.
One cen herdly deny that the country hees orogresesed since the overthrow
of the czars. If the economy is taken as an index, it is noted that both
hesvy and light industry has eccelerated at a trewendous rate. Unempley-
ment is non-existent, and, ir fact, there is & labor shortage. In the
reslr of science and technology, the Soviets are unequelled. Besides
their developument of missiles and satellites, they are very advanded in
theoretical physics and mathemetics. Ocesnogrephy is highly skilled;
their abstrecting service is unique, and they heve been seid to make the
best and mwost sccurete waps in the world. Men in the field of medicine
heve likewise made greet strides. Many diseeses have been wived out or
conquered, and the desth rate has teen cut by seventy~five per cent.
There are about sixteen doctors for every hundred thousend veople in the
Seviet Unicn--the highest ratio in the world. In fact, the Soviet Union
graduates about four times s&s wary doctors esch yeer as doee the United
States.

Cost of living is relstively low. Fees for services are nominsl

as is income tax--usually five per cent. Rent is usueslly less than four

per cert of the income, utilities are inexpensive, and medical and dental

care ie free as is educetion. Today, every child goes to school, literacy

A7Gunther, Inside Ruseia Today, p. 481.
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is universal, and the Soviet asppetite for books is boundless. Good book
shops are found everywhere, and the number of Soviet libreries exceeds
thet of the United Stetes. Popular culture is encoursged and sports
stimulated. There are hundreds of legitimate thesters and thousande of
wotion picture houses throughout the Soviet Union. The Seviets are very
fond of jazz, and Americen jazz at that. Many jezz bands in the cities
sinulate their Americen counterparte.

Women &re an important part of Soviet life. They are being
encouraged to meke thewselves wmore attresctive, and are accepted on equal
footing with men. Admittedly, meny Soviet women do "men's" jobs thst
American women would not have, On the other hand, many Soviet women
held high and impertent vositions which many Americen women could net
have. "Every convenient opsortunity is taker to salute wowen and their
doughty prowess., One of the few nonpeliticel holideys in Russis is March
8, Women's Day."48

The overell picture is not so dark, then, as soxe would imagire,
In many ways, life in the Seviet Union of today is not so completely
foreign to life in the United States, In the finsl analysis, one must
surely agree with one writer who says, "What do you expect in & country
of thie size and power, that everyone is starving, miserable, in rags?

They are not, not et all,"49

b81pid., ». 334,

b9King, Educationsl Research Bulletin, XXXVI, p. 121.




CONCLUSION

The firet and moet obvious cenclusion to be drawn frow & com-
parisor. of the materisls presented is that the sixtih grede data, both
specifically end generally, crestes a somewhat different picture fron
thet created by the other, more sophisticated sources. A cleoser scrutiny
ray reveal the causes for thie inconsistency as well as some peesible
explanetions feor them.

In exawining the wmeterial presented in the sixth grade texts, a
number of discrepancies can be detected. In the first place, some infor-
mation is completely omitted., This is the cese, in some texts, on the
wetter of Russian contributions to the world. Meny--et leest five of
the eleven-~-do not rention any of the greest Russian artists, writers,
or musicians, which are generally acknowledged to be exong the greet
nawes in the reelm of culture. None of the texts clarify the position of
women in the Soviet Union. Although ell ere eager to show that women
vork at such menisl tesks as street sweeping or factory work, ncre
wention the fact that Russian womwen alse have equel job opnortunities
with men and are not discriminated against ss they are in sore countries
including tre United States. Finally, very few of the texts bring eut
the concept of "de-Stalinization" which ie presently taking place.
Instead, most suthere portray conditions just as they were under the

dictatorship of Stelin.
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b second difficulty occcurs in the dete which is not owitted;
much of it is obsolete. In other words, meny of the issues and con-
ditions which are commonly included in the sixth grede texts are no
longer current. The Machine Tractor Stationg offer a case in point.

The same epplies to the continued mention of the lack of consumer goods,

the political arrests, and the purported widespread terrer in the Soviet

Union. Even theough the books are pasriodically revised, in many instances
they merely present the same old material in & new way.

A third criticism which cen be wade is that much of the informstion
presented is greatly oversimplified. For example, as previously noted,
meny suthors merely mention thet there was, in 1917, & revolution.

The same error is mede by ethers in connection with religion, education,
and government in the Soviet Union. All of these arees are discussed
but in such & brief manner ss teo be wisleading.

Citing examples which are extremely negetive or, at least, not
typical is a fourth weakness to be noted. This is continucusly done in
connection with living conditions in the Soviet Union as well aa with
schools, roads, and sgriculture.

A fifth complaint to be mede concerns the misplaced emphasis
given to certein topics as well as to the entire unit on the Seviet Union.
Seme suthors have a minimum of pages devoted to the Soviet Union; and others,
while including emple space for the ceuntry, deel toe anply with unimper-
tent topics and condense or omit other, wore significant sreas. For
instance, some asuthors dwell on geography and climatic conditions while
neglecting Soviet history, present-dey conditions, and the role of the

Soviet Union in world affairs.
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Finally, a few items mentioned are completely false. This is
the case in which one writer states that the city of St. Petersburg
was named after Peter the Great:; another spesks of "Nickolay" Lenin;
and another infers that the Seviet Union is extremely low in natursal
resources.

Why are such errors made? There are several possible explanations.
One cause lies with the texts themselves. Thet is, the beoks are not
kept up to date or are too limited in length and spsace. "Publishers
must produce velumes scceptable to the educationel public. At present
thie mesns that & book must not be teo long, or teachers cannot cerry
their students through it in & single year.“l Another explenstion can
be found in the information available on the Soviet Union. In genersal,
three sources are used: personal accounts; research projects, which
include interviews with refugees, as well as Russian printed materials;
and finally transletions of texts and meterials intended for Ruesian use.

The relative weeknesses of all these eources immedietely become
obvious. The personal accounte sre limited in velue beceuse they are
entirely subjective, depending on the comwpetence &nd wotive of the
observer. Interviews with refugees are even more biased. Any refugee
interviewed isvnaturally hestile to the Seviet Union and represents e
very suall minority of the population being studied. Such renerting
naturally includes meny "herror stories" which are greetly publicized.
Although these interviews are all, no doubt, equally vslid, they do not

depict the average Soviet citizen. "The truth ie thet such things mey

leril E. Black and John M. Thompson, Americen Tesching About
Russia (Bloowington, Ind.: Indiera University Press, 1959), p. 170.
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happer 4o enyone under the Soviet regime, but in cold fact de net
happer to most. "2

In sddition, 8ll printed materisl is quickly deated, end any
meterial intended for Russian use is highly selective and slanted.
Another consideration which nust be made in the metter is the continuance
of en atmosphere of "Celd War." Such an atmosphere cannot help but
influence the type of information prepared on the Soviet Union for it
places 8 great prewium on leerning certain types of datea more than
others~--such as economic ectivity or loyalty of the people to the
Soviet regire. Naturally these weaknesses are not restricted to textbook
material but apply to all informwetion presently esvailable on the Soviet
Unien. However, vwhereas t1ost of the higher level sources mwake en
attempt to tzke these wesknesses into account and interpret their meterial
sccordingly, wany texts rely exclusively on this slanted infermation end
present it as gospel.

A third kind of weskness pertinent to the informetion presented
on the Soviet Union hes to do, not so much with text nublishers or authors,
or even with the infermetion aveilable, but rather with e generally
prevailing spirit of the public at large. This sjirit manifests itself
8t tires in & kind of ethnocentriem, a viewing of anything different =as
strange and alien. This ethnocentrise has a long history. "While
Dostoeveki's books were read in the West in the early twentieth century,
it was hard for Buropeans to understand them, and they did much to create

the widely held opinion that the Russians are a dark and incomworehensible

2Caraon, Social EBducetion, XXII, p. 193,
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people."> The fact is that the heritage of the Soviet Union is wore
"Western" than weny care to acknowledge.

This ie true even of Marxism which was born in the West, imported
by Russia, and altered into its present Soviet manifestations.
Conversely, it is useful to show the contributions that the grest
flowering of Ruseisn culture in the nineteenth and esrlier twentieth
centuries mede to Western literature, music, and other arts.

Instead, the traditional epproach hes always been to point up differences~-
ard show that "our way is better." A study of the Soviet Union becomes
inescapably intertwined with a study of Cormunism, en ideology which we
do not accept, ". . . preferring our own ideology, which we believe
superior and incapsble of imprevement by borrowing, at least from
Communism. The latter is alien 4o our thinking and we wish it to contimue
80."2

Another fazcet of such provincialism results in stereotyping.
Beliefs and traditions have grewn up about 21l menner of Russian customs
and institutions--Russian tempermwent, their way of life, the way they
dress. Eut instead of being exposed for the legends that they are, these
steresstypes are constantly reinferced in connection with such concepte as
Siberia, Peter the Great, and even the Soviet people themselves.

Finally, slthough the velue of learning =bout the Seviet Union=--

end about Communism--is now commwonly accepted, such learning can be

condoned only on one condition: it must tske place ageinst a background

of pmasionate patrioetiem. The result has been that mich teaching is dene

JSwein, History of Civilizetion, p. 411.

hBlack and Thowpson, Armerican Teeching About Russias, p. 183,

>G. B. Carson, Jr., "What Knowledge of Russis and the Soviet Orbit
Should Be Made Availeble in Awerican Secondery Schools?" Lationsl Associetion
of Secondary School Principals Bulletin, XLIII (Merch, 1959), p. 1%9.
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about the Soviet Union and Cewmunism but in such & way as to be, in
fact, anti-Seviet Union or anti-Communism. Indeed, much more materiael
is being produced now than wes tefore, but wuch of it is so slented
that it sometimes strays from the path of ‘truth.6

Undeniably, textbook writers have had good resson to promote this
spirited pstriotisr. Until recently, anyone wheo even wrote about the
Seviet Union wes branded & Communist, end "memories of McCarthyism tended
to make many peeple hesitant to engege in a study of the USSR."T  But,
more than this, authors heve a responsibility to parents, teachers, and

administrstore; and thess, too, seem to demend a patrietic sir. One

PTA Magazine revorted: "One elementary school teacher . . . preferred to

leave sducation about Communiem te the secondary school. 1In the eesrly
grades she would teach only patrioetism and dewocratic government."8

At this point, not much doubt can‘remain on the inadequacy of the
textbook raterial being presented on the Seviet Union to elementary scheol
children. The ultimate question is: ‘“hat will be the conseguences of
such inadequecy? These consequences lie in two directions, depending
upon one's point of view, but both equally disasterocus. For, if on the
one hand, belief prevails in the inherent "goodness" of the American
system and its triumph over the Soviet system, then constant activity

mist te directed toward thet goal. In thet case, accurate knowledge

6T. M. Stinnett, "Who's Fibbing Now?" Michigen Educational
Journal, XXXIX (April, 1962), p. 525.

TH. B. Leavitt, "Interdisciplinary Study of Russia,” Journal of
Education, CXLV (October, 1962), p. 10.

8. D. Boutwell, "What's Heppening in Educstion?" PTA Magszine,
LVI (September, 1961), p. 18.
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about the "enemy" would be necessery and indispensable. Similarly,
if one holde te the notion that two conflicting ideologies cen exist
pesceably in the sere world and eventually realize more likenesses than
differences, then an understanding of the Soviet Union is also & means
te this end. Without such &n understanding, it is virtually icpessible.
Above all,
s+ « +» let us not promote the dengerous stereotype that the USSR

is & nation of backwsrd illiterate peesants. Let us not continue

the related and silly notion that the richest nation in the world is

necessarily firet in every endeavor. Let us not be so preoccupied

with the sins of Communism a8 to _ignore other evils that may be
undernining eur democratic weys.

9samel Steinberg, "Teaching Abeut Communism,” Sociel Education,
XXII (April, 1958), p. 202.
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