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PROJECT PROPOSAL

New Environments within Existing Structures

With the ever rising cost of construction, labor, and money, coupled with an
awareness for the beauty and potential of existing structures, individuals are
turning to older homes in historically rich neighborhoods as an alternative to
new construction in the suburbs and country, Though structurally sound many
of these require extensive restoration or rehabilitation. While the choice of
systems and services is virtually unlimited in new construction there is an

unwritten understanding that there is a limit on rehabs.

What T would like to do is define and expand the "limits" which are too read-
ily excepted and confining., With countless studies into prefabrication and
modularization in connection with the new, I'd like to make the associations

into the existing, the o©ld, the historic.

I realize this may be an unusual combination of study for thesis, not being a
Mbuilding", but there is a variety of reasons for choosing such a project.
The first and foremost is that it interests me- a successful project should

be satisfying and enjoyable, not a chore. Secondly, it is a different type

of project. Habitable structures have become a thesis standard even though as
architects we may branch into such a wide area of disciplines. Lastly, after
working in several offices holding responsibilities on a variety of projects,
I have enjoyed the rehabs and renewals the most., I find T have a long term
interest in this area and would like this opportunity to not only expand my

knowledge but to have input into the area as well,
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In Praise Of Old Houses

" 'Old houses’ aré political and people
who move’liito them, are making a
political sfatement, whether they intend
tormot — HY niTML S ‘

A big city newspaper editor once took
8 trip to Europe and came back mot
making comparifons of American vs.

museums. .

French cuisine or raving about the art

Instead, he was impressed by what he
saw in England, and what he saw was so
obvious that the English never play it up
in their “Visit Great Britain" ads: In
England, people live in old houses. They
work In old buildings. They funcilon in
old s ures that we in America would
bulidoze over and spit on just as we are
putting up another Col, Sanders.

I am for new buildings, too, but I also
like old buildings, old houses included.

THE AREAS IN ‘which restoration
efforts are thriving in Indianapolis are
well.known: Lockerbie Square, the Old
Northside, Herron Morton Place, Wood-
;’lliff Place, Chatham-Arch, Fletcher

ace.

But restoration is not limited to areas

- with historical ties — it Is a process that

can and should occur wherever there are

nice old homes in need of paint, plaster
and patching.

- In.Indianapolis, there are any num-
ber of borderline neighborhoods —
neighborhbods tottering on the brink of
~ going down or coming up — in which
beautiful houses exist. These houses are
Cinderellas — in rags, but waiting for a

~ fairy godmother to transform them.

Such houses are a reminder that
because something s old, it {s not

useless. And the people who wave the.

wand at them are a living reminder that
humans have the power to effect change.

OFTEN, THEY are young cougiles
who cut their teeth on the belief that, in
America, you start out big, in houses is
in eyerything. But when the ma]iﬁpf
an inflationary housing marke{ and a
deflationary salary set in, they setile for
a house with a less-than-exclusive price
tag — and find something else In the
bargain.

Old houses make a poetic statement:
that what was lost can be found, what
was covered with crusted paint and dirt
can be scraped and scrubbed, what was
tattered and worn and ugly can be
mended and refreshed and made beaut-
iful.

It is all part of a transformation
process that humans apparently crave:
rousing the sleeping beauty, taming the
savage beast. Stripping old faded wall-
paper or paint is perhaps not quite as
romantic, but it's basically of the same
stuff. ’

FINALLY, THIS should be said in
praise of old houses: Often, they are in
more interesting neighboerhoods than
their new suburban counterparts, They.
are more likely to be surrounded b
trees. .

They are blessed With features like
porches and attics, which, as everyone
knows, are the stuff of which dreams are
born on rainy lazy days. And window
seats and bay windows, too. Whe knows
how many geniuses were iaunched just
because there was a window seat in
which to curl and dream?

By RUTH HOLLADAY

And the final, vital point about old
houses: .

They are often in the city. And if the
city is to survive as an integrated,
decent community, in which to raise
children and dogs, then we must be kind
to old houses and treat them with a littdé
respect, as our friends the English ap-
parently have.
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