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Teaching with Maps  





Why are maps important in teaching?  

The 2006 National Geographic-Roper Survey of Geographic Literacy  delivered some bad news about the 
basic geographic skills of young Americans.  ñYoung Americans" aged 18 to 24 from the United States 

were tested on geographic knowledge.  Respondents answered about half of all survey questions correctly.   

×63% of the students could not find Iraq on a map of the Middle East. 
 

×75% could not find Iran or Israel on a map of the Middle East.  
 

×Nine in ten could not find Afghanistan on a map of Asia.  
 

×Half of the young Americans could not find the state of New York on a map. 
 

×In spite of months of media coverage of Hurricane Katrina, 33% could not find 
Louisiana on a map of the United States. 





Atlases offer more than maps!  The page above is from a Thai childrenôs book, 
showing the English and Thai language.  The postage stamp (right) is from 

Vietnam.  Both of these images are included in a section on Southeast Asia in the 
Facts on File Childrenôs Atlas from the Atlas Collection.  



One page from the Facts on File Childrenôs Atlas from the Atlas Collection provides a 
variety of information about Central America.  Students are able to view a map, learn about 
the foods and diets of the region, and study the history and geography of the Panama Canal 

or ancient architecture.  Teachers may be inspired to create a lesson including the foods 
shown or having students create an art project like an original postage stamp or a new flag.  





Learning with Maps  

Students learn about the elements of maps using interesting examples: 
Every map should include a title, a legend or key, a scale, and a directional indicator.  Use 

this map of Narnia from the GRMC as an example.   
(Narnia, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries).  



After teaching students to recognize the basic elements of maps and map 
reading, ask students to create a map of their bedroom at homeðusing a title, 

directional indicator or compass rose, scale, and a legend or key.  Students could 
also create a treasure map with an ñXò marking the buried treasure. 

Student Cartographers  



Hottest, Coldest, Highest Deepest is a book describing the geographical extremes of the 
worldðlongest river, driest spot on earth, highest mountain.  Teachers could read the 

book to the class as students find the locations in an atlas and mark the spots on a world 
map.  Learning to transfer a location on one map to another similar map is an important 

map reading skill.   
(Hottest, Coldest, Highest, Deepest, Educational Resources Collections, Ball State University Libraries).   



Teachers could use this satellite map of the world to show students how to transfer points on one 
map to another map.  Students could be asked to identify specific cities, deserts, and rainforests 
numbered on this copy of the map by searching for the locations on another world map or in an 

atlas.  This map is available at http:// cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193985      
(Earth at Night  map, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries).  

http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193985
http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193985


Following Along:  Map Reading Made 
Funé 

Students enjoy playing The Oregon Trail simulation game in the classroom.  Using a 
map of the trail from the GRMC, students can learn to follow along with the game and 

search for landmarks and other sites on the map.   
 

(The Oregon Trail game, Educational Resources Collections; The Oregon Trail map, GRMC, Ball State University 
Libraries).  
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Use a map of Springfield from The Simpsonôs television show to teach students 
how to use a map to follow directions.   

(Guide to Springfield USA, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries).  



The animated motion picture ñCarsò 
took place on Route 66, the historic 
highway stretching from Illinois to 
California.  Young students could 

follow along the map while watching 
the movie.  

(Get Your Kicks on Historic Route 66  map, GRMC, Ball 
State University Libraries).  



Teach students how to use latitude and longitude coordinates using this 
Pinnipeds Around the World map. 





Teachers can assign students their seats by posting signs in the classroom, 
labeling each row of seats by lines of latitude and longitude.  Then pass out 
slips of paper identifying the location of the studentôs seat with geographic 

coordinate numbers.   



States  
of  

Amazement  



http:// cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/194491   

http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/194491
http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/194491


Map Searches  

Teach U.S. geography searching for heroes on this GRMC map.  Various heroes (from super 
heroes to firemen to service dogs to Mom and Dad) are located all over this map of the 

United States.  Make a list of the heroes and ask students to identify the states in which they 
are located.  This lesson teaches students the fifty states and the qualities of a hero.  This 

map is available at http:// cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193984   

 

http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193984
http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193984


Using Maps for 
Classroom Games  

Use a map as the foundation for a 
board game.  Groups of students can 
move a game piece through Africa by 

answering trivia or map questions 
correctly. 

Print off the Africa Trek game 
created by the GRMC and simply 
draw a path that crosses through 

every country in Africaðstarting in 
Egypt and ending in Madagascar.  As 
students play the game, they will be 

learning the countries of the 
continent.   

This game is available at 
http:// cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handl

e/123456789/193983  
A large copy of the map can be 

printed using the large-format plotter 
in the GRMC. 

  

http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193983
http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193983
http://cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193983


Cartography:  
Creating 

Custom Maps  

After teaching the 
history of a state, 

country, or continent, 
teachers could ask 

individual students or 
groups to create a 
map documenting 
some of the events 

studied. 

This is a portion of a map of Indiana history from the GRMC created by a 
sixth-grade class from Liberty, Indiana.  A similar map could be created 

today using computer clip art images and software.  Other maps of native 
birds and wildlife, U.S. folklore, famous European landmarks, or other 

topics could also be created to serve as a culminating final project.   
 

(Indiana, GRMC, Ball State University Libraries).   



Final 
Project:  
Canada  

This map of Canada, showing famous people and Canadian inventions, was created by 
the GRMC as an example of a final project map and is available at 

http:// cardinalscholar.bsu.edu/handle/123456789/193986  as ñCanada map.ò 

 


