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“..deadly miniguns were soon turning damaged forest into toothpicks.”
Gary A. Linderer, U.S. Army Ranger, Vietnam



The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese used all sorts of weapons against 
the American G.I.s
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U.S. and United Nations forces in Korea fought a combination 
of Communist North Korean and Chinese regular soldiers, 
who at times unleashed the infamous human wave attacks.
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North Korean POWs
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In Vietnam, the Americans never knew just who the enemy 
was: they could be disguised as farmers, they could be 
women, and sometimes they could even be children.





VC Prisoners
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The Wounded

Wounded in action: 303,704
5,283 lost limbs: 1,081 sustained multiple amputations.

Vietnam

Korea

Wounded in action: 103,284

Corpsman, Oh God! Corpsman.
Wounded Marine at Chosin Reservoir, 1950





Vietnam



Korea versus Vietnam

Nurses

The enemy

The weapons

Political Circumstances/
How it started

The soldier

Terrain

The home 
front

The
wounded

The fighting

Peoples of 
K and V

Conclusion

Atrocities



Nurses





Nurses

7,484 American women served in Vietnam. 

6,250 were nurses.

8 nurses died: 1 was Killed in Action
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Unfortunately, the North Koreans were not the only ones to commit 
mass atrocities.  The UN and South Korean soldiers were also 
guilty of atrocities that are all to common in war.

“Heaps of Dead now blocked the entrances to the No Gun Ri 
underpass.” The human wreckage of two villages lay there…”

Charles J. Hanley, author of The Bridge At No Gun Ri

Atrocities
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Korea was, for most Americans, something not important in their 
everyday lives, and most average Americans knew little about the
conflict and cared even less.  Unlike during Vietnam, there wasn’t the 
mass protests or angry crowds in the streets.

When soldiers returned home, they found that: “no-one seemed interested
in where they had been.”

Brian Catchpole, author of The Korean War



Conversely, during the conflict in Vietnam nearly every American was 
aware, and millions staged protests across America in city streets and 
college campuses.

“In August, 1968, as Democrats met to nominate a presidential 
candidate, the streets of Chicago erupted into violent antiwar 

demonstrations and police riots.”
James S. Olson, Where the Domino Fell
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Memorials



With both conflicts turning out to be anything but victory for the 
Americans, the disappointment, embarrassment, shame, and especially 
pain felt by our nation after both ended all but brought us to the brink. 

We have tried to heal these wounds and remember our fallen in many 
various ways.



WE REMEMBER



Unlike Americans, the citizens of North and South Korea, as well as 
Vietnam, cannot simply choose to forget these horrific conflicts. 

The disaster waged upon their countries and the people in them is 
beyond American comprehension.  Americans have the luxury of 
forgetting, for these peoples who live with the effects of the wars to this 
day… there is no forgetting.



Casualties included 480,000 soldiers from South Korea and the 

16 UN countries, 1-2 million Communist soldiers from North Korea 

and China, and 4.5 million civilians.

During the Korean Conflict, over a million North Korean refugees fled to 
the South, and as a result of fighting and the confusion, over 3 million 
children became orphans.  Millions to this day spend their lives
wallowing in sorrow and wondering if their long lost relatives just might 
still be alive, looking for them as they are looking.  War is a terrible 
thing.

Korea today is still very much a tense, war-ready nation with two major 
standing armies staring each other in the face every single day, and still 
shows remnants of the bloody war.



Even worse than in Korea, U.S forces destroyed both Vietnam’s 
population and the environment, through the American policy of fighting 
a war of attrition and ecological warfare.  Too often civilians and not 
enemy soldiers were the victims. 

During the conflict Vietnamese civilians were introduced to more misery 
and orphaning of children, as well as  Agent Orange, a chemical used to 
ravage Vietnamese vegetation.  Unfortunately, to this day the legacy of 
Agent Orange lives on in the form of birth defects, affecting generations 
decades after the conflict ended.

So are Vietnamese 
children



After all the pain and destruction, 
only one question remains…….

Why can’t we learn?
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